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The 2022 theme developed by Eng-
land, Wales and Northern Ireland, “I 

know the plans I have for you” resonates so 
well with me at this stage in my life and 
my involvement with the World Day of 
Prayer movement. I feel the passage from 
Jeremiah 29:1–14, particularly the verses 
11–14, speaking to me and giving me as-
surance and hope as a tool for the work 
that is assigned to me. As I reflect on 
these verses, I understand that once we 
show a sincere attempt to follow God’s 
ways and words, we receive inner peace. 
God responds to our fervent prayers and 
gives us hope for a better future.  

As an Executive Committee member, I 
had the privilege of reading, reflecting 
and sharing my comments on the EWNI 
materials as they were being developed. 
The materials were well thought out and 
well presented, giving a very good un-
derstanding of the theme. The state-
ment from the artist, Angie Fox, touched 
me so much. She wrote: 

“I am thrilled to be chosen to represent, 
in art, the prayers of the women of my 
country. I have so many memories of 
organizing and participating in WDP 
services at home and abroad and I love 
the feeling of togetherness, knowing 
that all over the world, the same 
prayers are being offered in many lan-
guages, and cultures, churches and 
meeting places.”  

Angie’s statement speaks to my heart,  
as it gives a sense of the global nature  
of our movement and shows the love of 
God towards us. Truly, WDP is a powerful 
tool that brings together an ecumenical 
network of women worldwide. Even in 
the midst of a global pandemic, God 
continues to have plans for us. We have 
been able to adapt to new ways of pray-
ing together as Christian women. It was 
so gratifying to watch WDP worship 
services from around the world online 
via social media. Praise be to God for 
giving us assurance that culminates 
in hope.  

God also had plans for us as we held our 
first virtual International Meeting. Lead-
ers from the World Day of Prayer move-

ment gathered from June 16-18, and his-
tory was made as I became the first 
African woman to be elected as the 
Chairperson for the World Day of Prayer 
International Committee. 

I want to reflect a bit on the journey to 
this position which has not always been 
smooth, but has always been fulfilling. 
In 1994, I joined the Christian Council of 
Ghana (CCG) as the Youth Programme 
Coordinator and I had the opportunity 
to work with the Youth Desks of both  
the All Africa Conference of Churches 
(AACC) and World Council of Churches 
(WCC), thus introducing me into the ec-
umenical movement. I was so sure that  
I wanted to do this work, so I put in all 
my effort, even though there were so 
many hurdles. God held my hand at each 
stage to jump over the hurdles, leading 
to growth.   

The World Day of Prayer Ghana Commit-
tee is hosted by the Women and Gender 
Programme of the CCG, so in 2001 when 
I became the Programme Coordinator of 
the unit, I was highly involved in the 
movement and became the Liaison Offi-
cer. I attended my first International 
Meeting in Swanick 2003, and I mar-
veled at the commitment of women to 
prayer and prayerful actions all over the 
World. At the 2007 Toronto meeting, I 
was more convinced that I had a role to 
play in this movement. At the 2012 New 

God Has Plans for our Lives 
BY JOYCE LARKO STEINER

Joyce Larko Steiner, Chairperson,  

World Day of Prayer International

FROM THE CHAIRPERSON
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York meeting, I was nominated and 
elected to be a Regional Representative 
for Africa. At the Brazil 2017 meeting, we 
showcased the achievements of Africa, 
and my mandate was renewed to serve a 
second term through 2022.  

I remember when I answered the call to 
present myself to serve the Movement as 
the Chairperson from 2022 – 2027. It was 
at an Executive Committee meeting in 
Ossining, New York, in 2018, and I felt a 
burden lifted off me. And today, the call 
has been answered.  

“What can I offer the movement?” is one 
question that I have asked myself. I have 
prayed about it. I have so many things on 
my heart and mind, but I will focus on 2 

major priorities. My first priority is to 
build a strong movement, with a focus 
on sustaining the World Day of Prayer 
into another hundred years. I will be  
very intentional with young women’s  
involvement at all levels, from the Na-
tional to the Regional to the Interna-
tional. Young women have so much to 
offer, and I will support them. My second 
priority is to explore innovative ways of 
getting all national committees to con-
tribute their widow’s mite to the move-
ment. This will allow us to build a strong 
financial foundation for the movement 
as we strive to build on the work and 
ministry of our predecessors.  

The next pages of this Journal will take 
you on a wonderful tour into the hearts 

of many countries sharing their celebra-
tions and presenting their hopes. We 
have learnt to build a strong bond in  
person, virtually and even hybrid ver-
sions of the celebration. This is such a 
wow moment for us.  

May God continue to be with us while 
preparing for the Taiwan 2023 WDP cel-
ebration - “I have heard about your 
Faith.” Isn’t it wonderful to talk about our 
faith after receiving God’s assurance?  

I wish to express my appreciation to all 
the women who have worked tirelessly 
for this movement, and I pray that God 
will always bless us in ways that we can-
not even comprehend. 

“We have learnt to build a strong bond in person, virtually and even  
hybrid versions of the celebration. This is such a wow moment for us.”
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“These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jere-
miah sent from Jerusalem to the remaining elders 

among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets, and all the 
people whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon. This was after King Jeconiah and the 
queen mother, the court officials, the leaders of Judah and 
Jerusalem, the artisans, and the smiths had departed from 
Jerusalem. The letter was sent by the hand of Elasah son of 
Shaphan and Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom King Zedekiah  
of Judah sent to Babylon to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. 
It said: Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the 
exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 
Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives 
for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they 
may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not de-
crease. But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you 
into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare 
you will find your welfare. For thus says the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel: Do not let the prophets and the diviners who are 
among you deceive you, and do not listen to your dreams that 
you dream, for it is a lie that they are prophesying to you in my 
name; I did not send them, says the Lord. 

For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are 
completed will I visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise 

and bring you back to this place. For surely, I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, 
to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, 
you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find me, says the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather 
you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from 
which I sent you into exile.” 

* New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used with permis-
sion. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Worship Service Bible Text 
JEREMIAH 29:1–14 
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The three voices of England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland came together 

to write and celebrate this year’s World 
Day of Prayer service. Our collaboration 
through World Day of Prayer has al-
lowed us to recognize our differences 
while also celebrating our common 
ground. We engaged in dialogue about 
the nature of God. We grappled with the 
painful legacy of our colonial past. And 
we worked to raise awareness of 
refugees. 

Leading up to the service, we enjoyed en-
gaging in conversation and online ses-
sions with women in Barbados, Canada, 
Germany, Scotland, Slovenia, Switzerland, 
Trinidad, Vanuatu and Zimbabwe. We ap-
preciated the opportunity to speak about 
our process through a Global Conversation 
organized by the World Day of Prayer In-
ternational Committee.  

About 3,000 services were held this year 
throughout England, Wales and North-
ern Ireland. One service was held at the 
Westminster Methodist Central Hall in 
London, which included the Bishop of 
London, Churches Together representa-
tives and leaders of various other de-
nominations. Several primary schools 
participated in the service, and the chil-
dren’s materials were used for Messy 
Church. The Kidderminster branch cele-
brated their 75th consecutive service, 

with a lot of hard 
work done by the 
committee to make 
it a special occa-
sion. One feature 
was the contribu-
tion made by the 
Encounter dance 
group. A service 
held in Water-
looville was hon-
ored to have the 
support of a local 
paper, The News 
Portsmouth. 

Some of our communities said a high-
light was hearing the Lord’s Prayer read 
in Welsh. Many people mentioned being 
moved by the personal stories in the 
service. Some communities used leeks, 
roses and shamrock to represent the 
three regions. Participants talked after-
wards about the appropriateness of the 
service and the inspiring music. 

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic pre-
sented both challenges and blessings. 
Many people have been isolated during 
the past few years, but the increasing 
number of virtual services made it possi-
ble for people to worship online. We 
prayed that some physical services 
would be held, and they were. 

We were pleased to be invited by the 
WDPIC to write an additional prayer for 
Ukraine to be included in the service. Our 
hope is for peace and justice for all people. 
Some groups chose to hand out sunflower 
seeds, the flower of Ukraine, as a way to 

I Know the Plans I Have for You 
BY WDP WOMEN OF ENGLAND, WALES AND NORTHERN IRELAND (EWNI)

WDP Women of England, Wales and Northern Ireland

FROM THE WRITER COUNTRY

https://youtu.be/CyKJgsbjm8I
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stand in solidarity with Ukrainians. Other 
groups held a moment of silence for 
Ukraine before the service began. 

STRUGGLES AND  

SIGNS OF HOPE 

We were given the theme “I Know the 
Plans I Have for You,” along with the 
scripture passage Jeremiah 29:1–14. As 
we reflected on the Jeremiah passage, 
we understood it to be a word of hope. 
Therefore, hope became the overarching 
theme of the worship service.  

We thought about the situation of exiled 
people in the Jeremiah passage, who 
were longing to return to their home-
land. God’s plans for these exiled people 
were not the plans they expected, or 
were looking for, but they were to bring 
them hope for a future they could not at 
that moment see. That led us to think of 
different forms of ‘exile’ in our own coun-
tries. Three voices—Lina, Natalie and 
Emily—name some of them: poverty, 
fear and isolation. Lina, Natalie and 
Emily tell their personal stories of how 
God’s plans for them have worked out in 
unexpected ways—plans that have 
brought freedom, justice and God’s 
peace.  

We wanted the service to move from 
‘darkness’ to ‘light’ – from negative 
places to the positive hope we find in 
God and God’s plans for us.  We used 
candles as a symbol of light shining 
through darkness—and seeds as a sym-
bol of God’s hope. Seven candles were lit 
during the service—one for each of the 
seven regions of the World Day of Prayer 
family.  

We used the phrase “God our Mother 
and our Father” in this service, not in-
tending to be provocative, but only to 
draw attention to the wide imagery of 
God throughout the Bible. The Bible 
often offers contrasting images, even 
within the same few verses. For example: 
Isaiah 40: 10–11 offers two contrasting 
pictures of God—first as a mighty war-
rior, then as a tender shepherd. It is im-
portant to take the images together to 
get a more balanced language to speak 
about God. In that effort, we find male 
and female imageries of God in the 
Bible. God is beyond gender, but when 
we speak about God, we use language 
that demonstrates characteristics often 
perceived as particularly maternal or pa-
ternal. In Job 38:28–29, both aspects are 
described next to each other and so 

should be taken together as a broader 
picture of God. World Day of Prayer is a 
women-led movement and perhaps  
by introducing some balance to a  
predominantly masculine view of God 
we can encourage women and men to be 
open to new and deeper experiences of 
the love God has for all creation.  

We included a Prayer of Confession in 
the service, which acknowledged the 
role of the British Empire in the slave 
trade that spanned the world, as well as 
the effects of climate change resulting 
from our technological advances. Grow-
ing through seafaring, exploration, 
piracy, trade and colonization, we were 
among the first in the world to industri-
alize, exploiting our own geological re-
sources of coal, slate and tin and, later, 
those of the countries we colonized. 
Looking back, we realize that, through 
our selfishness and lack of consideration 
for others, we caused suffering to our  
sisters and brothers in other countries. 
We felt it was important to acknowledge 
this during the worship service. 

We decided to include the Lord’s Prayer 
in Welsh for this worship service. The  
relationship between the people of  
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England, Wales and Northern Ireland 
has not always been straightforward or 
peaceful. Wales experienced military 
oppression and conquest in the 13th  
century. More recently, the pressure ex-
erted on Wales has been cultural and 
linguistic rather than military; up until 
the early 20th century school children in 
Wales were stigmatized by having to 
wear a ‘Welsh Not’ around their neck if 
they were caught speaking their native 
Welsh language. Concern grew about 
the language’s decline and possible ex-
tinction, and after years of campaigning 
it was finally made an official language 
in 2011. According to the census data, it 
is now spoken by around 19% of the pop-
ulation of Wales. Today, the Welsh lan-
guage remains a foundational aspect of 
Welsh identity, particularly in the North 
and West of the country. 

UPLIFTED AND  

TRANSFORMED 

It was a moving experience to be the 
focus of prayer by people from all 
around the world. We felt buoyed up by 
the prayers of our sisters and brothers 
from around the world. It was an uplift-
ing and empowering experience. The 
World Day of Prayer movement in Eng-
land, Wales and Northern Ireland has 
been transformed by this experience. 
Currently, our National Committee in-
cludes 17 different Christian denomina-
tions. We can already see that the 
branches of the movement will be  

more active, connected and engaged 
throughout the year as we prepare for 
future services together.  

Many wonderful things have happened 
as a result of this service. We allocate 
over 40 grants to national and interna-
tional charities, and donations from this 
year’s service will be used to continue 
supporting women and children both in 
our country and throughout the world. 
We are excited that two of the three 
women whose stories we included in the 
liturgy have now published books to fur-
ther raise awareness of their experi-
ences. One of the books is Out of Control, 
by Natalie Collins (2019 SPCK Publish-
ing). Emily Owen has written several 
books, including her autobiography, Still 
Emily: Seeing Rainbows in the Silence (2021, 
Malcolm Down Publishing Limited). 

Looking forward, we plan to raise more 
awareness and develop YPray? in years  
to come. YPray? is an intimate gathering 
where we come together for a weekend 
with women who are interested in  
exploring prayer creatively. Women  
have the opportunity to relax, share  
fellowship, and listen to and share life 
experiences. We have inspiring speakers, 
and we learn new songs. We learn about 
the upcoming World Day of Prayer  
service, the theme, and the writer coun-
try. YPray? is a time of spiritual renewal 
for those who attend, and we look for-
ward to expanding this program in years 
to come. 

Website: www.wwdp.org.uk 
Facebook: @WorldDayOfPrayerEWNI  
Twitter: @WWDPforEWNI

We felt buoyed up by the prayers of our sisters and brothers from  
around the world. It was an uplifting and empowering experience.  

The World Day of Prayer movement in England, Wales and  
Northern Ireland has been transformed by this experience. 

https://www.nataliecollins.info/writing
https://www.emily-owen.com/product/still-emily-seeing-rainbows-in-the-silence-paperback/
https://www.emily-owen.com/product/still-emily-seeing-rainbows-in-the-silence-paperback/
https://www.emily-owen.com/product/still-emily-seeing-rainbows-in-the-silence-paperback/
http://www.wwdp.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/WorldDayOfPrayerEWNI
https://twitter.com/wwdpforewni?lang=en


World Day of Prayer  9  Journal 2022



ALBANIA 

While it was still difficult to prepare for 
the service, we had a much better ex-
perience than last year. We prayed for 
the number of those infected with 
COVID to decrease and for the health 
of our participants, their family and 
friends. It is such a blessing to be a part 
of the WDP movement and we are 
thankful for the opportunity to connect 
with each other, listen to each other and 
pray for each other.   

Many of the WDP themes encourage us 
to act in our communities against injus-
tices and this year was no different. Our 
committee decided to help and get in-
volved as volunteers at a refugee center in 
Lezhë city. We need to plant seeds of hope 
for ourselves and for the younger genera-
tion. Seeds of hope for the vulnerable, for 
people who cannot find justice, for coun-
tries in conflict, for their people, for immi-
grants, and so on need to be planted. Our 
hope is our God!   

AUSTRIA 

The pandemic influenced a lot of our 
preparations but thankfully we were able 

to meet in person a few times and online 
as well. We also prepared a video that we 
shared online. We pray that the pandemic 
will stop affecting our lives. We pray that 
the people in Ukraine and other countries 
can live in dignity and peace.    

The word of God means confidence for us 
when our human thinking reaches its 
limits and hope in hopeless times. For 
God’s plan is always hope. In the case of 
the prophet Jeremiah, hope for the return 
from exile—but until that time comes, a 
good life amid foreign people, far from 
the Heimat. They should not mourn the 
old homeland bitterly, but build houses, 
bear children, and be concerned about 
the well-being of the city in which they 
now live. For God will change their fate for 
the better; God’s plans are plans of peace. 

We invite all women to work together 
with hope for the future, so that God’s 
promise of freedom, forgiveness, jus-
tice and peace can be a sign of hope for 
all people.   

Website: http://weltgebetstag.at/   
Facebook: @weltgebetstagderfrauen 

BELGIUM 

Fortunately, we were able to host an  
in-person service with masks as well as 
livestream it. The center was decorated 
with plants and the WDP banner. One of 
our committee members led the music 
on the organ and piano. Participants were 
able to learn about EWNI from the Pow-
erPoint presentation that was projected 
on the wall and by engaging with the 
liturgy. Seven candles were lit one by 
one, the first one as a sign of HOPE. We 
could feel the closeness that was ex-
pressed during this celebration, not only 
with others who were praying with us 
worldwide, but also with the people of 
Ukraine. The candles also symbolized 
the seven regions that make up the WDP 
movement. After the service there was 
an opportunity to chat over English cake, 

Europe
AUSTRIAALBANIA
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BELGIUM

http://weltgebetstag.at/
https://www.facebook.com/weltgebetstagderfrauen
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biscuits, sandwiches, coffee and tea. In 
response to the service, our committee 
decided to support an organization called 
Streetlife in Blackpool, north-west of Eng-
land, that supports homeless youths.   

CROATIA 

The world we live in is indeed a world in 
dire need of hope. No matter what coun-
try we live in, the need for hope in every 
aspect of life is evident. As we listened to 
the three stories of the women of EWNI 
of poverty, fear and isolation in our prayer 
service, we could understand these 
women because these stories are also 
playing out in our country. Our prayer and 
#WDPhope is that this event will bring 
about, in all who participated, a deeper 
understanding of what is happening 
around us. That we will recognize those in 
need and share with them God’s plans for 
them. God can bring healing to our bro-
ken world through Jesus Christ, and that 
should be proclaimed in a way and 
through action that rings true today.  

Although all our participants, members 
and supporting sisters were eagerly 
awaiting the WDP celebration, it was un-
certain until the very end how we would 
conduct the prayer service this year. To 
ensure everyone’s safety it was held on-
line. There were people present from 

Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Serbia and Slovenia! 

Website: http://www.wdp-
croatia.com/  
Facebook: Svjetski molitveni dan 
Hrvatska - World day of prayer 
Croatia 

DENMARK   

In the midst of a pandemic, we prayed for 
it to be possible to hold an in-person serv-
ice and thankfully we were able to man-
age it. Many of our women found it 
difficult to conceptualize God as mother 
and father as it is a vastly different idea 
from how many Christians in our country 
perceive God. But it sparked an interest-
ing dialogue among the participants, and 
we discussed the many faces of God. We 
respect the women of EWNI and the pro-
gram they shared with us. At the service 
in Aarhus this year there was a journalist 
and photographer present from a Chris-
tian newspaper, and they wrote an article 
about the worship service. This was a spe-
cial moment for us. The overarching 
theme of the service being hope sparked 
our hope that more Danish women be-
come a part of the WDP community.   

Website: www.kvindebededag.dk    

ESTONIA 

Preparing for WDP activities this year was 
very different and difficult. There is a war 
in Ukraine, a country close to us, and we 
are in the middle of an ongoing pan-
demic. We have very good and strong 
connections with the people of Ukraine, 
and so the prayers prepared by our EWNI 
sisters were so deep and moving. We 
were grateful for them and prayed for an 
end to this terrible situation. Offerings 
collected at the service this year were sent 
to funds to help Ukrainians.   

Last year, services were held only online, 
so we were happy to be able to get to-
gether again, even if with masks. Services 
were held in different towns all over our 
country. It is our hope that more young 
people get involved with the WDP move-
ment and that the relationship between 
people of different nationalities will  
improve.    

DENMARKCROATIA

ESTONIA

http://www.wdp-croatia.com/
http://www.wdp-croatia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SMDhrvatska/
https://www.facebook.com/SMDhrvatska/
https://www.facebook.com/SMDhrvatska/
https://www.facebook.com/SMDhrvatska/
https://www.facebook.com/SMDhrvatska/
http://www.kvindebededag.dk
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FRANCE 

The theme “I know the plans I for you”, 
was transformed into “A future to hope 
for” as a title for our French services. It was 
already a meaningful theme, as we perse-
vere through a pandemic, but given the 
current situation with the conflict in 
Ukraine, the text had a very strong reso-
nance. The seeds of hope are to be 
planted around us through our commit-
ment to solidarity, our prayers, our words 
and our actions. Local WDP groups are in-
volved in projects that aim to help vulner-
able populations via food distribution, 
supporting children with their education, 
and supporting young mothers.   

All the WDP themes throughout these 
last few years complement and enrich 
each other and consolidate us in our faith. 
For our committee, this year’s theme has a 
very special connection to the 2013 theme 
of the program we wrote, “I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me.” Both speak pow-
erfully to the current geopolitical situation 
in Europe. Our prayers expressed encour-
agement and support, including mes-
sages of hope and thanksgiving. 

Website: https://journeemondialede-
priere.fr/ 

Facebook: 
https://www.face-
book.com/Journee 
MondialeDePriere-
France  

GEORGIA 

The WDP service 
inspires us and 
unites us with sis-
ters all over the 
world. Because of the pandemic, we were 
deprived of the opportunity to get to-
gether for rehearsals. We created a Face-
book group where materials and 
information were posted daily, answers 
were given, and conversations were con-
ducted. People from 7 countries joined 
the group, asked questions, shared their 
opinions and experiences. We prayed to-
gether and supported each other. In our 
joint work, we felt like one family.  

The children’s program was held in Tbilisi 
and Rustavi, where prayers were offered 
for English, Irish and Welsh children. 
Everyone was inspired because this serv-
ice broadened the horizons of the chil-
dren and helped them to feel unity with 
their peers in distant countries. The  
worship service took place between two 

difficult situations: two years of an ongo-
ing pandemic, and Ukraine finding itself 
in a war. We prayed for the residents of 
Ukraine and all countries where military 
operations are taking place. We hope for 
peace and prosperity on Earth. 

GERMANY 

As long as we pray, we are not silent. The 
WDP members in our country were defi-
nitely not silent! In every corner of our 
country, the intense prayers of our sisters 
in EWNI were present. Deeply saddened 
by the aggressive invasion of the 
Ukraine, we long for peace and cling to 
the hope Jeremiah told us to have. HOFF-
NUNG—hope. Hope for peace, hope for 
the plans our good God promises. Pray-
ing and singing together was a helpful 
reminder of this! For many of us it was a 
joyous first service after the long and 

FRANCE GEORGIA

GERMANY

https://journeemondialedepriere.fr/
https://journeemondialedepriere.fr/
https://www.facebook.com/JourneeMondialeDePriereFrance
https://www.facebook.com/JourneeMondialeDePriereFrance
https://www.facebook.com/JourneeMondialeDePriereFrance
https://www.facebook.com/JourneeMondialeDePriereFrance
https://www.facebook.com/JourneeMondialeDePriereFrance
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isolating winter months. But it was not 
important where nor how we met: on-
line, at home watching the TV service, in 
our town churches or in public places – 
we felt the power of our worldwide 
prayers flow through this country. Thank 
you to our dear sisters of EWNI for writ-
ing the prayer service program.    

Website: https://weltgebetstag.de/en/ 
Facebook: @weltgebetstag  
Twitter: @weltgebetstagD 
Instagram: @weltgebetstag 

GREECE 

It felt great to once again be preparing 
for WDP activities because we had 
missed it during the periods of isolation 
and lockdown. We still had to take pre-
cautions, as the pandemic is ongoing, so 
unfortunately, we did not have any chil-
dren participate in the service this year. 
It was wonderful to get together with all 
our sisters of different denominations 
and everyone was very enthusiastic 
about the program. We prayed together 
for peace at home and in schools, and for 
an end to violence. We specifically 
prayed for an end to bullying, which has 
become a big issue in our country re-
cently. It is our hope that issues such as 
violence against others and hunger  
are resolved and the negative impact  

decreases. We are committed to helping 
anyone in need who approaches us. 

Facebook: WWDP Greece—
Παγκόσμια Ημέρα Προσευχής 

IRELAND 

Despite the ongoing pandemic, more 
than 50% of our members gathered 
around the country to celebrate the  
service. Our national broadcaster, RTE, 
transmitted our service from the Kairos 
Communication Centre in Maynooth on 
March 6th. For a second year, we were 
permitted to have ten participants in  
the studio.  

As a committee we have also been pray-
ing via Zoom with our sisters in Christ in 
Slovenia every month. We have been get-
ting to know each other as we spend time 
praying together for the needs of the 
world. As WDP Christian women, we 
stand together, sharing faith in Jesus 
Christ, trusting the power of the Word of 
God to speak to our life experiences and 
to shape our common prayer and wor-
ship. We see ourselves and one another as 
Christians before God, coming from dif-
ferent theological and church traditions 
in which we respect one another.    

May we move forward trusting that God  
is faithful in all things, and nothing is  

impossible when we are open to the 
Spirit. Lord, as the grains from many 
fields become bread, so make out of us 
one community, a sign of hope in this 
world. Amen 

Website: https://www.wdpireland.org/ 
Facebook: Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Ireland   

ITALY 

While preparing for the EWNI program, 
we took extra care to be safe as we met in 
person for meetings and eventually the 
WDP worship service. We enjoyed being 
able to come together and share in prayer. 
In the worship service, we listened to the 
experiences of women living in poverty, 
living in fear of domestic abuse, and living 
with loneliness due to age. These are all 
issues in our country as well.  

Every November, the FDEI (Federation of 
Protestant Women) issues a leaflet with 
prayers, reflections and experiences, invit-
ing all local churches to pray and act 
against violence. Many groups meditate, 
pray and try to help refugees and women 
who are victims of domestic violence. Re-
cently, the focus has shifted towards 
women fleeing the war in Ukraine. Our 
hope is that this war ends, and all may 
live in a more peaceful region.   

GREECE ITALY

https://weltgebetstag.de/en/
https://www.facebook.com/weltgebetstag
https://twitter.com/weltgebetstagd?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/weltgebetstag/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/WWDP-Greece-%CE%A0%CE%B1%CE%B3%CE%BA%CF%8C%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%B1-%CE%97%CE%BC%CE%AD%CF%81%CE%B1-%CE%A0%CF%81%CE%BF%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%85%CF%87%CE%AE%CF%82-111267477081765
https://www.wdpireland.org/?fbclid=IwAR0HwFAeqn2arOADI6qjSlfv83-cKBMJrWQE8TWQ7o3IaoFGHgmdmBdxPNQ
https://www.facebook.com/Womens-World-Day-of-Prayer-Ireland-323741078097671/
https://www.facebook.com/Womens-World-Day-of-Prayer-Ireland-323741078097671/
https://www.facebook.com/Womens-World-Day-of-Prayer-Ireland-323741078097671/
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LUXEMBOURG 

We were lucky to be able to organize all 
our celebrations in person. However, we 
couldn’t organize our traditional agape 
after the worship where people usually 
exchange pleasantries. We hope that we 
will be able to organize it next year, as it is 
a special time of communication and 
sharing that we are missing. 

We started and ended the worship service 
with the prayer that the EWNI committee 
prepared for Ukraine. It was very moving 
and, considering the overarching theme 
of the service, our #WDPhope is to live in 
a world without war, without violence 
against women, without poverty and 
with more accessible education for all. 
The three main issues highlighted in the 
service are the same for many Western 
European countries. Especially since the 
pandemic, unemployment, domestic 
abuse and feelings of loneliness are on 
the rise. We need to learn again how to 
have more respect for each other, how to 
support each other and how to sit at a 
table and talk to each other.   

Website: 
http://www.acfl.lu/de/weltgebetstag 
Facebook: @WDPLuxembourg 

NETHERLANDS 

To prepare the activities for the program 
this year in the middle of an ongoing pan-
demic was challenging, and we prayed for 
God’s guidance and support around our 
country. During our preparatory meet-
ings, people were very enthusiastic about 
the program and excited for the celebra-
tion. The worship service written by our 
sisters in EWNI highlighted issues such as 
living in poverty, fear of domestic abuse, 
and the loneliness that the elderly experi-
ence. Our committee plans on helping 
women and children in these situations 
by offering financial support and support-
ing organizations that focus on these 
kinds of issues. The war in Ukraine also 
impacted everyone and our service. Our 
thoughts and prayers were with the peo-
ple of Ukraine, as well as those of Eng-
land, Wales and Northern Ireland.   

NORWAY 

We prepared for the 2022 celebration 
with the hope that we will manage to 
meet again. That was our only prayer re-
quest. Thankfully, this was manageable, 
and everyone was incredibly happy to fi-
nally come together. We felt blessed to 
have a warm fellowship with other de-
nominations. Our #WDPhope is to build 
more fellowships with Christian women 

all over the world without borders. The is-
sues mentioned by the women of EWNI 
are issues we experience as well, and we 
are thankful there are a lot of NGOs in 
place and that the government works on 
solutions for issues like these. Based on 
our reflection of the service, the people in 
our country are seeking something other 
than money and a busy life. We need to 
hear about God’s plans for everybody be-
cause it instills hope in us.   

Website: 
https://norgeskristnerad.no/kvinnenes-
internasjonale-bonnedag/ 
Facebook: @kvinnenesinternasjonale-
bonnedag 

POLAND 

The services were held in person on the 
first Friday and the first Sunday of March. 
At the same time, they were broadcast 
online, which allowed many people to at-
tend from their homes. For us it was 
amazing that a liturgy written a few years 
ago, dealing with England’s colonial past, 
became very relevant in 2022 because of 
the war in Ukraine. We not only prayed 
for the women of the writer country, but 
also the people of Ukraine and neighbor-
ing countries who have taken in refugees. 
During the prayer hours in the Baptist 

LUXEMBOURG
POLAND

http://www.acfl.lu/de/weltgebetstag
https://www.facebook.com/WDPLuxembourg
https://norgeskristnerad.no/kvinnenes-internasjonale-bonnedag/
https://norgeskristnerad.no/kvinnenes-internasjonale-bonnedag/
https://www.facebook.com/kvinnenesinternasjonalebonnedag
https://www.facebook.com/kvinnenesinternasjonalebonnedag
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Church in Wroclaw, many Ukrainian 
women attended. They are lonely for the 
most part, because their husbands stayed 
in Ukraine. We don’t know God’s plans for 
the near future, but we want to help as 
much as we can. We are now sowing the 
seeds of hope in the hearts of women 
whose country is at war. We hope that 
one day all the women of the world will 
be able to pray in peace.   

PORTUGAL 

This WDP celebration had a special 
charisma about it. As we hadn’t been 
able to celebrate for the last 2 years, our 
hearts were full after coming together 
again. Facing a pandemic and more wars, 
it is clear we need God more and more. 
We need to be inspired by God’s love that 
frees us and makes us sow seeds of hope. 
Our hope is that together we can make a 
difference by showing to the world that 
we must, and have an obligation to work 
so that everyone has a better and fuller 
life. This is what Jesus wants and teaches 
us. Our prayers and acts of solidarity this 
year were aimed at Ukraine and Russia, 
especially those from Ukraine. We, like  
so many other countries, turned to help 
our sisters and brothers in Ukraine as 
much as possible during such times of 
sadness and distress. WDP is essential in 

presenting  
people’s stories, 
making their difficulties known, and pro-
viding an avenue to help those in need.   

ROMANIA 

The program was especially exciting this 
year because for the first time, it was writ-
ten by three connected countries, Eng-
land, Wales and Northern Ireland. We 
learned about the extreme unemploy-
ment in Wales, violence against women, 
fears of renewed unrest in Northern Ire-
land and acts of terrorism after Brexit.   

The Bible text, “I will be yours to change 
fate for the better ... For surely, I know the 
plans I have for you,” is as important an 
encouragement to us today as it was to 
the people at the time it was written. The 
pandemic shifted our daily life from nor-
malcy to uncertainty, insecurity and even 
fear. In addition, a week before the cele-
bration, news of the war in Ukraine broke. 
Suddenly it felt like the program was writ-
ten especially for us. We have been given 
the power to pray, to act, to help. We do 
not understand God’s plan, but we know 
that God is with us and guides us to open 
our homes and hearts for refugees, to in-
vest time to help, and to be creative in 
communicating with each other.   

SCOTLAND 

The church of Scotland is going through 
major changes with many churches  
closing, but we had opportunities to 
work together in small clusters and with 
different denominations to raise the 
banner of Christ. We were unable to host 
our annual retreat due to pandemic re-
strictions. However, we prayed for clarity 
and God’s guidance as we continued 
preparing for the service to the best of 
our abilities.  

Those who attended the services really 
enjoyed the time for reflection and com-
mitment, as well as the opportunity to 
share fellowship. Upon reflection, it was 
agreed that although the service was 
written some time ago, it was very apt 
for the present time considering the sit-
uation in Ukraine. Our organizers were 
asked to include a prayer for Ukraine in 
their services. The theme was one of 
hope and this was reflected throughout 
the service. God does know the plans he 
has for us. 

Website: www.wdpscotland.org.uk 
Facebook: World Day of Prayer Scotland   

ROMANIA SCOTLAND

http://www.wdpscotland.org.uk/?fbclid=IwAR3-J-9-TRfjSCdiwSgMm-7RDPulXJdQ3AC4BTYhAby00vKCDhlaE4zcFVg
https://www.facebook.com/wdpscotland/


SERBIA 

In Serbia, the WDP service is a real holi-
day for Christian women, and we all look 
forward to preparing the activities. This 
year it was a special joy because we 
could hold services in-person. We were 
conscious of the ongoing pandemic, and 
we prayed for God’s protection and 
mercy to keep us healthy and faithful. 

The theme was very encouraging, and it 
had a big impact on all participants. We 
are God’s people, and we live as the peo-
ple of hope. Our committee functions 
within the Ecumenical Humanitarian Or-
ganization in Novi Sad. Through this or-
ganization, our members are involved in 
many diaconal activities such as clubs 
for seniors and people with disabilities, 
and projects focused on eliminating 
gender-based violence. We are thankful 
to be a part of such a great and huge 
family of women. We have felt the 
strong support of women’s prayer all 
over the word.      

Website: www.ehons.org 

SLOVAKIA 

We were very happy and thankful to our 
Lord that just a few days before the WDP 
celebration, the strict pandemic restric-
tions were lifted, and we were able to 

meet in person. The topic was incredibly 
timely. God spoke to us clearly through 
the prophet Jeremiah, in whose context, 
God promised hope and a future. And 
today, God promises hope to Ukraine, and 
to all of us at a time when we have no idea 
what the future holds. The stories of 
women, mothers, and children who suffer, 
whether in England, Wales, Northern Ire-
land, Ukraine or all over the world, call us 
to pray and commit to concrete action. We 
were deeply moved by the concern of our 
sisters from EWNI and Scotland in con-
nection with the war in Ukraine, by their 
prayers and their love expressed in letters 
and prayer squares. May God bless you all! 

Facebook: @sdmslovensko 

SLOVENIA 

The coronavirus pandemic had a major 
impact on our preparations, but we still 
managed to have our services. We also 
were able to have our children’s services, 
which we hope will become a perma-
nent fixture in our WDP activities. On 
top of the pandemic, the news of the war 
in Ukraine brought feelings of fear, spec-
ulation, and unrest. Throughout this 
time, we prayed for the sick, medical 
staff, the unemployed, the prosecuted 
and the wounded. Strong faith in God’s 
love strengthens our hope.  

In the program, we added prayers for 
Ukraine and Russia. For a moment, it felt 
like England, Wales, and Northern Ire-
land were a little disadvantaged because 
not all prayers were focused on them. 
And yet, in God, we are all sisters and 
brothers—we are one. We also wanted 
to insert a country specific moment in 
the program, so we invited a woman 
from Wales living here to the service. 
She did a short presentation of her land 
and prayed in her native language. We 
must believe and hope that God has a 
plan for each of us and for the commu-
nity. Especially in difficult times, it is nec-
essary to maintain hope and think of 
times, places and stories that speak of 
kindness and solidarity. 

Website: https://smdslovenija. 
wixsite.com/smdslovenija 
Facebook: SMD (Svetovni molitveni dan - 
Slovenija) 

SPAIN 

Our 2020 worship service was the last  
in-person service for many of us before 
lockdown. In 2021, we celebrated the 
WDP online. While we were disappointed 
to not be able to gather locally, our new 
capacity for online gatherings allowed us 
to have a national gathering with our sis-
ter committees around Spain.  

SLOVENIASERBIA SLOVAKIA
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In 2022, we held our services in our local 
churches, but our national committee 
now includes members from around 
Spain. Many said they liked this year’s cel-
ebration the best, but they always appre-
ciate how the idiosyncrasies of the host 
country come forth in the program. They 
find that this enriches the spirits of those 
joining the celebration. In Madrid, a choir 
sang the song “Surely I Know the Plans I 
Have for You,” which brought great com-
fort and hope, especially in light of the 
war in Ukraine, which was in all our 
hearts as we prayed. We also prayed for 
the youth of our nation: for hope against 
passivity, anxiety, suicide, and despair 
about the future. 

SWEDEN 

Many local WDP groups were happy that 
they were able to celebrate the service in 
person again this year. Many expressed 
appreciation for the program, especially 
for the additional prayer for the people in 
Ukraine. The women on our committee 
live far away from each other. They all be-
long to different parishes, and they do 
different volunteer work in their commu-
nities and churches. As a committee, we 
translate the program into Swedish, print 
them, and put them on our website. We 
distribute the offerings we receive to 
young women who have applied for 

scholarships and have been chosen by 
different churches. It is our hope that 
WDP shall be made known among many 
more women in Sweden. We hope that 
we will reach more young women. We 
hope that the war in Ukraine will stop, 
that the situation in Israel and Palestine 
will be resolved, and that Palestinians will 
have their own country. We hope that vio-
lence will cease, and that people who are 
far from God will find a meaningful life. 

Website: www.svekumeniskakvinnor.se  
Facebook: @svekumeniskakvinnor 

SWITZERLAND 

Our local teams have many years of ex-
perience dealing with digital meetings, 
so they prepared for different scenarios 
since they didn’t know what the situa-
tion would be like at the beginning of 
March. The three countries England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland are known 
and perceived very differently by us, so it 

was difficult to do equal justice to all in 
the presentation. However, we did enjoy 
embracing each country at our services 
and particularly enjoyed the Lord’s Prayer 
in Welsh. The text calls for people of dif-
ferent backgrounds to work together for 
the common good: more humanity in-
stead of profit optimization.  

We support projects where women are 
sustainably and specifically promoted 
and strengthened. Projects that enable 
educational and networking opportuni-
ties, promote financial independence and 
co-determination, rethink inherited gen-
der roles and respect the inalienable 
rights of women. Our goal is for all to live 
in dignity. Our hope is for WDP to con-
tinue, for the protection of women and 
children, and for peace among all. 

Website: www.wgt.ch

SPAIN

SWEDEN

SWITZERLAND

http://www.svekumeniskakvinnor.se
https://www.facebook.com/svekumeniskakvinnor
http://www.wgt.ch
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BOTSWANA 

During periods of lockdown and social 
distancing, WDP took on a whole new 
look as we started a new term. It’s a 
great time to look ahead at how we 
might meet, what we might do, and how 
we keep in contact now and beyond. It 
was challenging preparing for this year’s 
service because of the pandemic restric-
tions. However, we carried on even 
through these difficult times. We held 
activities online as well as in person 
meetings with limited attendance.  

The women of WDP EWNI shared their 
experiences of living in poverty, situa-
tions of domestic abuse, and loneliness 
due to age. These issues resonated with 
us, especially the impacts these situa-
tions can have on an individual, like low 
self-esteem and difficulties opening up 
to loved ones. We aim to assist these 
people by praying for them, listening to 
them so that they feel loved and hope-
ful. We also donated groceries and toi-
letries to the more vulnerable, sanitary 

pads to schools, masks to Sunday school 
children and toiletries to prisons. 

CAMEROON 

We have had the grace here to always 
celebrate the WDP face-to-face since the 
outbreak of the pandemic, without any 
consequences. However, we have always 
carried in our prayers our sisters—and 
brothers—who have not had this privi-
lege because of social distancing meas-
ures. The WDP 2022 program had a 
great impact within all committees. 
Many young Christian women who were 
not previously part of any women’s 
group attended the celebration. Each 
participant who received their seed 
packet at the opening of the celebration 
gave themselves a challenge to sow a 
seed of hope in the family, in the neigh-
borhood, in the workplace, etc., by pro-
viding help to those in need. We live in a 
world darkened by fear and anguish due 
to insecurity, violence, injustice, unem-
ployment, poverty, and more. We don’t 
have peace and our faith is being tested. 

Our #WDPhope is that we let go of our 
worries and trust in our Lord to carry out 
the plan for happiness in our lives. Our 
God is faithful and just, and our future is 
assured. 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

OF THE CONGO 

The WDP worship service participants 
have hope in God, despite all the difficul-
ties they know, because God has plans 
for us of happiness and not of misfor-
tune. Nothing can separate us from God. 
We have hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that things will improve from an eco-
nomic, political, health, education, and 
security point of view. While reflecting 
on the program, we realized we experi-
ence the same problems as the women 
in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
Currently, the eastern part of our country 
is the victim of multifaceted violence. 
From the increasing violence against 
women and children by armed groups to 
the volcanic eruption of 2021 that left 
many displaced, this is where we need to 

Africa

BOTSWANA

CAMEROON
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plant seeds of hope the most. Our com-
mittee has contributed funds and food 
to those in the eastern parts of the DRC 
who are in need. 

GABON 

The celebration of the England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland WDP program was 
a sign of liberation and freedom with 
the lifting of the various restrictions 
linked to the COVID-19 pandemic. God 
has given us back the hope of living. 
Thanks to this program, we reflected on 
the Jeremiah text, which led us to focus 
our activities on compassion for prison-
ers who experience a kind of exile. Our 
physical visitation and donations for 
these prisoners was our prayer in action. 
Through the Bible text, we have under-
stood that we must always keep hope in 
life because God’s promises always come 
true at the time when God has planned. 
This celebration also inspired us to or-
ganize prayer chains for those affected 
by the war in Ukraine and Russia. Our 
hope is to see our communities regain 
peace and justice in their lives, moving 
away from the different inequalities in 
society. We hope that all can experience 
the best living conditions. 

GHANA 

Preparing for the 
2022 WDP activi-
ties was very chal-
lenging, as we had 
to host virtual 
meetings with bad 
internet connec-
tions. We pray for a 
complete end to 
the pandemic. De-
spite these difficulties, we had hope, 
which is an essential part of the Chris-
tian journey. We have faith in our Sav-
iour knowing that whatever God 
promises us, God will do. The knowledge 
of the Lord’s plans for us gives us so 
much hope, and we trust that these 
plans will happen in time. 

A couple of issues that the women of 
WDP EWNI mentioned are domestic 
abuse and poverty. These issues are very 
close to us as well. Our committee has 
already joined the Thursdays in Black 
Campaign and we participate in other 
activities focusing on sexual and  
gender-based violence awareness. Along 
with the Gender and Women’s Pro-
gramme of the Christian Council of 
Ghana, we were also able to support 600 

young women through skills training 
with a little seed capital to enable them 
to start a small business. We need the 
seeds of hope to be planted in the revival 
of our economy, promotion of food secu-
rity and attention to issues of women and 
children. 

IVORY COAST 

We felt a lot of joy in meeting to prepare 
the activities for the WDP 2022 celebra-
tion because we experienced the faith-
fulness of God. The WDP 2022 worship 
service had a positive impact on our 
local committee. We mobilized and 
prayed for our sisters and brothers in sit-
uations of war, like Ukraine and Russia, 
and in situations where women are per-
secuted because of their Christian faith. 
Seeds of hope need to be planted in 

GABON GHANA

IVORY COAST



many areas of a women’s lives. However, 
it is necessary to prioritize the develop-
ment and well-being of women at the 
social level to promote the empower-
ment of women, who are an essential 
link in the family unit. The hope of our 
WDP committee is to be a channel of 
blessings for women who are exposed 
to untold suffering. Our committee’s 
focus areas are the fight against poverty 
through the empowerment of women, 
and the care of orphans. Our commit-
ment to these issues pushes us to forge 
partnerships with non-governmental or-
ganizations working in the same fields.   

KENYA  

We want to share our thanks to the WDP 
National committee of England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland for the very en-
couraging program written under the 
theme “I Know the Plans I Have for You.” 
God bless all those in the world that lead 
women in the ways that God wants them 
to go. Services were held across the 
country in different churches. However, 
due to the pandemic, many decided to 
stay home. Those who were in atten-
dance, including present church leaders, 
moderators, and bishops, were happy to 
have been present. In the past, we also 
celebrated the children’s service, but this 

year the schools were greatly impacted 
by the pandemic and were not in ses-
sion. We pray that these situations will 
improve for future services. After our 
committee’s local service, those who at-
tended had time to plant both fruit and 
indigenous trees.  

MALAWI 

The World Day of Prayer was a powerful 
day in our country. After the isolation of 
the pandemic, we were able to celebrate 
the WDP program together in our local 
stadium. About 600 women were pres-
ent as well as government officials, our 
First Lady, Lady Monica Chakwera, and 
the Vice President’s wife, Mary Chilima. It 
was a very blessed day! The theme, based 
on Jeremiah 29:1–14, gave us all the hope 
and encouragement we needed at this 
crucial point in time. After the service, 

our committee did charity work in 
 prisons, hospitals and orphanages 
across four regions. We praise the Lord 
for the blessed work that was done 
which was appreciated by all places that 
were visited. God bless us all! 

MAURITIUS 

Our WDP activities took place on the 
phone or online. This approach helped 
us overcome some constraints such as 

the lack of availability of members due 
to lack of transportation. In addition, 
some trained to become familiar with 
modern technologies. The worship  
service is always a moment of encour-
agement that connects members. We  
included an intercessory prayer for 
Ukraine, prepared seeds to be distrib-
uted during the celebration, and had 
children participate by dancing and 
singing praise. When listening to the 
stories of the women of England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland, we realized that 
we have experienced similar situations. 
We do our best to visit the elderly at  
retirement homes, help families who  
are at the bottom of the wage scale,  
and help children with their education. 
It is our hope that more young people 
will get interested in this Christian 
movement.  
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REPUBLIC OF CONGO 

We are very proud to have organized sev-
eral celebrations this year. We showed 
our faith and, although it was a big chal-
lenge for us to experience God’s love dur-
ing difficult times, we succeeded while 
respecting the health restrictions. This 
reassured us that all women in their own 
language could listen to and understand 
what the women of England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland made available to us as 
a message. We were very motivated to 
pray for these women. We recognized 
ourselves in the stories shared about liv-
ing with domestic violence. This has in-
spired us to develop a project which 
allows us to fight against all forms of vio-
lence against women and children. 
Through this message we want to revive 
hope for all abandoned women. The 
theme of the program impacted us be-
cause it reminded us that God is faithful 
and will fulfill the promises given to us.   

SEYCHELLES 

We have been celebrating WDP for 30 
years now and find the prayer intentions 
and Bible studies inspiring each year. 
The movement was first introduced to us 
by a Seychellois priest’s wife who was 
training in the United Kingdom during a 

WDP event. After maintaining contact 
with the committee in England she 
brought WDP to our country. We have 
continued to develop our committee 
and we continue celebrating with joy. 
This program reminded us of that spe-
cial connection with the England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland committee.   

With God’s guidance and blessing we 
were able to prepare some activities for 
the celebration despite the difficulties 
due to the pandemic. While reflecting 
on the program and theme, we know 
that the seeds of hope that need plant-
ing in our country are for all to under-
stand the needs of the various 
vulnerable groups, and to support them 
as best we can through love and prayers. 
Our government is committed to the 
needs of our people and there are differ-
ent organizations set up to take care of 
issues stemming from drug abuse, old 
age, and domestic abuse. We thank God 
for that!   

SOUTH AFRICA 

Our committee always focuses on our 
mottos of “pray at all times” and “In-
formed Prayer, Prayerful Action” in order 
to be committed to making a difference 

where we are, with what we have. Every 
small gesture helps bring people closer 
to God. The theme this year was received 
with much enthusiasm and grateful-
ness. It meant a lot to all women partici-
pating on the prayer day. We 
emphasized together that our hope, sal-
vation and reason for living lies in our 
faith in Jesus Christ, our Saviour, and 
God’s plans of hope for all of us. 

Our country is going through a difficult 
period, with state capture, pandemic 
corruption, an increase in crime, an in-
crease in unemployment, and a terrify-
ing reputation regarding violence 
against women and children. We are 
doing our best to encourage our people 
to keep hope alive. Our donations are fo-
cused on organizations involved in the 
wellbeing of women and children. A lot 
of programs are in place on a congrega-
tional level. 

Website: https://www.wwdp.co.za/ 

TANZANIA 

The WDP celebration inspires not only 
women, but also men and children in 
our country. Many women participate in 
prayers, singing and sharing their  

SOUTH AFRICA TANZANIA

https://www.wwdp.co.za/
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ZIMBABWE

testimonies. It is a form of healing for 
many, especially widows or those who 
have lost their hope and join the move-
ment seeking support and encourage-
ment in their lives. We hope to someday 
share our stories, too, in the program!  

It was difficult preparing for the celebra-
tion this year, but we thank God that it 
was possible for people to meet, with 
many precautions, and that the turnout 
was great. The stories shared by the 
women of the EWNI committee were so 
challenging because they were all remi-
niscent of situations our women face. 
We must keep the spirit of prayer and 
empower both women and men to bring 
awareness to gender justice. It is our 
hope to see all women in our country re-
ceive justice. And it is our hope to see 
girls grow, receive equal education and 
live in a society where there is no gen-
der-based violence.  

ZAMBIA 

To be invited to praise the Holy Spirit 
was a touching moment as we prayed for 
Ukraine, Russia, and those still suffering 
the effects of the pandemic. We were 
also moved by the chance to pray for 
those in our country who are suffering 

from depression and feelings of hope-
lessness, because there has been an in-
crease in suicides and roadside 
accidents. Our cry on the first Friday of 
March was one to our God. We were all 
one in Christ.   

After our sisters from the committee of 
EWNI shared reflections on the book of 
Jeremiah, we found hope. We were able 
to give a word of encouragement to 
those in need, and we thank God that, at 
least some lives were saved. We thank 
our sisters who were led by the Spirit to 
develop the wonderful theme. It was an 
encouragement to us all that we should 
not give up, no matter the situation we 
are in. We must persevere as Christians 
because God has a plan for us to prosper. 

ZIMBABWE 

We did not have the opportunity to cele-
brate our worship service in 2020, so 
when we got the opportunity to cele-
brate with our sisters of WDP EWNI, we 
glorified God for allowing us to gather 
for the worship services. We felt chal-
lenged to achieve what we all wanted, 
which was to meet and worship together 
in various places. We had more men, 
youth and children coming to worship 
with us. We had mothers bring their 
children with special needs to partici-
pate in the worship services. We prayed 
for the pandemic to stop, for the healing 
of those who are sick, and comfort for 
those who have lost their loved ones. As 
we listened to the voices from EWNI 
about women’s experiences, we found 
that these experiences are ours as well. 
Our committee tries to help women in 
these situations by offering counseling 
and providing safe homes for them. 
Every person needs to know that God 
has good plans for each one of us. Our 
seed of hope is to live in harmony with 
each other.

ZAMBIA

It is our hope to see all 
women in our country 
receive justice. And it  

is our hope to see girls grow, 
receive equal education and 
live in a society where there 

is no gender-based violence. 
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INDIA 

Our committee viewed this year’s pro-
gram from various perspectives, espe-
cially since the materials were prepared 
in part by England, a country that ruled 
India for centuries. Learning that women 
in England also have experiences like 
those of Indian women gave us a sense 
of reconciliation around an unspoken 
bias towards the country. As we learned 
about how these women live with hope, 
we were able to also find hope. It was a 
time of healing and praying for others, a 
meaningful time of worshipping all to-
gether. The liturgy was encouraging and 
beneficial to look towards the future 
with hope.  

We are also in the middle of reviving  
the WDP movement in our country.  
We hope and look forward to the new 
committee being formed. We have 
joined movements such as Thursdays in 
Black. We have also started a campaign 
here where we encourage faith leaders 

to start talking about issues of gender-
based violence. We encourage training 
to help and counsel those in need.   

JAPAN 

Due to the pandemic, the Women’s 
Committee of the National Christian 
Council in Japan recommended that 
local churches hold the 2022 World Day 
of Prayer meeting on their own schedule, 
not necessarily on the usual first Friday 
of March. As a result, from March to May 
2022, over 500 churches and groups held 
WDP events, either in person or virtually. 
The participants received many bless-
ings and enjoyed the fellowship as usual.  

When preparing for the program this 
year, we were saddened by the news of 
an outbreak of war in Ukraine. The sis-
ters of England, Wales and Northern Ire-
land sent out an urgent request for 
prayers. We answered their call, praying 
from our hearts for Ukrainian people, as 
well as those in neighboring countries.   

We are thankful for WDP because Chris-
tians from all over the world are given 
the opportunity to visit a new country 
every year and participate together in 
prayer and sharing blessings. This year, 
we enjoyed having the chance to learn 
about EWNI. May God bless you all 
richly for your enormous work! 

Website: http://cloister171.blog.fc2.com/ 
and www.ncc-j.org   
Facebook: @nccinjapan 

NEPAL 

Praise the Lord for His mercy upon us! 
March is a blessed month for the World 
Day of Prayer Nepal team as we get to 
celebrate the program. We celebrated in 
small groups jointly with the Asian 
Church Women’s Conference (ACWC) 
Nepal.   

The program started with singing hymns 
about God’s love and healing. We re-
membered the sisters, children and  

Asia
INDIA JAPAN

http://cloister171.blog.fc2.com/
http://www.ncc-j.org
https://www.facebook.com/nccinjapan
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PAKISTAN

families around the world suffering dur-
ing this pandemic. At this crucial time, 
sisters in England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland sent us prayers of solidarity for 
all around the world. The context of the 
program really highlighted suffering, 
uncertainty, and opposing views on how 
to respond to this moment in the world. 
We come together to hear the stories of 
women who feel excluded. We listened 
to the fear of a child refugee and learned 
to see the context of a multi-
ethnic, multi-cultural, and multi-faith 
society in this part of Europe. For Jere-
miah, God’s plan was clear, and we share 
this assurance by singing it.    

We would like to thank Almighty God 
and our EWNI sisters for sharing their 
stories with us. It was a wonderful and 
blessed time for all of us.   

PAKISTAN     

We prayed for the hope and grace to be 
able to sustain and hold our WDP activi-
ties during these difficult times. We 
were glad we were able to persevere be-
cause the worship service encouraged 
our women to grow in their faith. Com-
ing together in prayer allowed us to de-
velop confidence. We can share our 
stories and encourage each other in a 

union of sisterhood. We can feel like we 
are part of a global community. We re-
flected on how we can be instruments of 
hope, love and care within our own com-
munity and church. The seeds of hope 
that need planting in our country are 
care, love, dignity and respect for vulner-
able people, especially women who are 
embroiled in poverty and loneliness or 
who face situations of hard labor as fac-
tory workers. 

PHILIPPINES 

Preparing for WDP this year was excit-
ing, tiring, and at times, challenging. We 
prayed for a successful celebration, for 
all denominations to come together and 
give thanks for this event. Services were 
held, and all nine leaders and members 
of the Ecumenical Church Women 
United of the Philippines participated. 
We praise God for letting us celebrate 

the program written by the women of 
WDP EWNI.  

The word hope is for every generation. In 
some sense, all of us are displaced peo-
ple, no matter where we live, no matter 
our circumstances. We are all pilgrims 
on a journey, longing for our true home. 
Jeremiah’s message is a word of hope 
and promise that God will never aban-
don us, that wherever we go God is with 
us. Jeremiah tells us that God is not done 
with us, so whatever situation we find 
ourselves in we must bloom where we 
are planted!  

SINGAPORE 

After not being able to hold a WDP serv-
ice for two years, we sought God’s guid-
ance and wisdom in preparing our 
activities this year. We managed to have 
a face-to-face onsite gathering, as well 
as a live-streamed event online. When 
our women come together to worship, 
they find joy and happiness in meeting 
each other. Old ties are re-kindled and 
memories of the past return to mind. 
And, new connections are forged.  We 
hope that women continue praying with 
one another, no matter where we are in 
the world because God is present every-
where.  

PHILIPPINES

NEPAL
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We hope to extend, expand and 
excel in our committee’s ministry 
because we want our movement to 
continue. Our committee is going 
through a difficult time and the 
theme presented in the program is 
our hope that Jesus Christ will bring 
about a transformation. The pre-
cious words of God in the Bible 
verse give us strength, grace, mercy 
and assurance that the tough time will 
come to an end. The next generation of 
women need to arise and continue this 
movement, this ministry, this mission. 

SOUTH KOREA 

This year marked the 100th anniversary 
of the World Day of Prayer in Korea. We 
celebrated and commended the denom-
inations and regional heads for their 
hard work. We thank God for this accom-
plishment and pray that it will continue 
in the future. Depending on the region, 
local churches held services either in 
church or online. Large numbers of peo-
ple were able to participate through the 
services online. The theme gave us a 
great sense of hope. Seeds of hope are 
essential. We sympathize and share sim-
ilar experiences with the stories shared 

by the women of EWNI. Korean Church 
Women United is considering develop-
ing a program to help women in difficult 
circumstances. Our #WDPhope is the 
prohibition of gender discrimination, 
equal opportunities for women, growth 
of women, and the banning of domestic 
and sexual violence. 

Website: http://kcwu.org/ 

SRI LANKA   

In our country, many pandemic restric-
tions were lifted, however, we have had 
to deal with long hours of power cuts 
and lack of transportation. This made 
preparing for the worship service very 
challenging. One thing our committee is 
thankful for is that the power was not 
cut off during the service, which enabled 

us to use all the necessary equip-
ment. Seeds of hope need to be 
planted in every part of our country 
as many of our women are experi-
encing unbelievable hardships.  
Women are facing unemployment, 
and an increase in domestic vio-
lence. Many are stranded in their 
homes with no income and with 
partners who have also lost their 

job. Considering the difficulties we are 
currently facing, the message that God 
has plans for us is indeed very encourag-
ing and gives us hope. This service gave 
participants much time to reflect. 

TAIWAN 

The impact of the WDP EWNI program 
reminded us of the needs of several local 
charity organizations. Our committee 
agreed to contribute to the project “Flap-
ping Angel’s Wings,” which supports 
young children in remote areas. In our 
country, due to the gap between urban 
and rural areas, women and children in 
the remote areas face more challenges 
like less access to jobs and education. 
We invite women to participate in the 
Thursdays in Black campaign to com-
memorate victims of gender-based  

SOUTH KOREA

SRI LANKASINGAPORE

http://kcwu.org/
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violence. No matter what happens, we 
must trust God, because God loves us. 
God’s thoughts for us are thoughts of 
peace, and that is our hope. So let us call 
on the Lord and seek God in faith, trust-
ing that the Lord will respond to us with 
love. God’s plan transcends human un-
derstanding. In God’s promises, we learn 
to face difficulties with courage. In addi-
tion, we understand that the church 
must step out of its comfort zone and 
reach out to the community that needs 
support. With God’s grace, all is possible. 

Website: http://women.pct.org.tw/ and 

http://www.ywca.org.tw/  
Facebook: @WDPTaiwan  

THAILAND 

Although the severity of the pandemic 
seems to have decreased, many have lost 
so much. Hope in God is what encour-
ages everyone who is going through a 
difficult time. Many still face situations 
of poverty, domestic violence and abuse. 
Our New Life Center, in Chiangmai, 
along with other similar organizations is 
a shelter for young girls facing these is-
sues. We also support refugees traveling 
from Myanmar to our borders.   

“I know the Plans I Have for You” is our 
hope. We cannot rely on our own 
strength. The theme was a reminder of 
how we must trust in the Lord, our true 
provider. Jeremiah told the people of 
God that after 70 years of forced annihi-
lation, God would redeem and restore 
them once more. Even if they aban-
doned God, God would not abandon 
them or forget the promise made to 
them. This reminds us that no matter 
how much sorrow we experience, God 
still has a plan for us for a bright and 
hopeful future. May God take care of all 
those who are in need!

THAILANDTAIWAN

No matter what happens, we must trust God, because God loves us. God’s  
thoughts for us are thoughts of peace, and that is our hope. So let us call on the  
Lord and seek God in faith, trusting that the Lord will respond to us with love.

http://women.pct.org.tw/
http://www.ywca.org.tw/
https://www.facebook.com/WDPTaiwan/
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BAHAMAS 

We faced another year of challenges 
preparing for the celebration. However, 
these challenges became opportunities 
for us to form WDP committees on the 
family islands and come together collec-
tively via the internet to have a truly na-
tional WDP service. The program was 
very educational, and we learned a lot 
about England, Wales and Northern Ire-
land. The stories they shared helped us 
understand how we all share common 
problems. The prayer of repentance for 
the ‘empire’ was especially sobering. We 
also like to support the writer country by 
wearing their typical dress.  

Seeds of hope need to be planted in our 
communities which have been shattered 
and destroyed by hurricanes. We also 
need hope in our homes where domestic 
violence toward women and children 
has intensified during the lockdowns. 
And we need hope in our schools which 

are desperately trying to reach all chil-
dren virtually. The impact the worship 
service had on us was to know that no 
matter how little one may have, if we see 
God as the bigger picture, we are rich in 
Christ. 

Facebook: @YWCABahamas 

BARBADOS 

The overarching theme of the worship 
service was that we all need hope. And 
that we must share that hope with oth-
ers. “I know the plans I have for you” res-
onated with us all. We have heard this 
message all our lives, but often we have 
not really believed it, and we continued 
doing things with our own strength. 
Hearing the stories of the women of 
EWNI, we see ourselves in their lives. The 
way God came through for them, we are 
assured that He will come through for us 
also. We were strengthened by the hope 
we received through this years’ service.   

Our committee is joining with organiza-
tions in the country that have already 
been established in assisting women 
and children who are being or have been 
abused. We will work together with 
these women and children to teach 
them about the hope available to them. 
The seeds of hope have been planted, 
and we must meet now to cultivate 
them in our various organizations.   

CANADA 

What a hope-filled message given in this 
years’ service by our sisters of England, 
Wales, and Northern Ireland! We were 
assured that God has plans for us, plans 
for our welfare, not for harm, plans to 
give us a future with hope. That message 
resonated with us as we slowly come  
out of isolation and the upheaval of the 
pandemic.   

Our goal is to build a prayer movement 
and to encourage people to hold services 

Caribbean and North America

BAHAMAS

CANADA

https://www.facebook.com/YWCA-Bahamas-575443769203530
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at a time that works for them, rather 
than only the first Friday of March. We 
have also changed the format of our Pray 
Now series from 15 minute bi-weekly 
Facebook Live sessions to a series of 4 
panel discussions on grants, interviews 
and ideas for daily prayers for the world. 

We produced an online worship service 
video. It featured liturgical dance, choral 
music, a devotional message, and pic-
tures from the host countries. We in-
cluded a range of presenters in terms of 
age and location throughout our vast 
country. This video service was used by 
many, and the service was broadcast on 
over 30 community TV channels. A video 
was also made for the children’s pro-
gram to be used in Sunday schools and 
youth camps.  

In five years, WDP will celebrate 100 
years and Canada is thrilled to be part of 
this great global prayer adventure.   

Website: www.wicc.org   
Facebook: @WICCanada 
Twitter: WICC_CA 

JAMAICA  

When we take into context the reading 
in Jeremiah 29, we understand that de-
spite the hardships we face, God prom-
ises to protect us and help us to prosper. 
God has a plan of hope for our future. In 
our local context, several situations have 
tested our resolve. We have still not 

 recovered from the onset of the pan-
demic. Our hope is that normalcy will re-
turn soon. We know God requires from 
us patience and obedience. Jeremiah 
29:11 is not a promise specifically to each 
of us. It is a powerful statement about 
our good God. While God will not neces-
sarily deliver us from troubles, God will 
give us the hope and strength to thrive 
as we live through our troubles.   

We read the stories and experiences of 
the three women of EWNI and em-
pathized with their situations, as we have 
encountered women in our communities 
who have similar experiences. Despite 
the challenges, there are always solu-
tions. In our context, we design work-
shops and seminars that work towards 
finding solutions for those in need.   

MONTSERRAT 

As several people from different denomi-
nations worked together, it confirmed 
that together we can achieve anything 
once we have the same focus and are will-
ing to share different roles in our under-
takings. From our preparatory meetings 
to the end of the worship service, it was all 
a pleasant experience. The theme re-
minded us of some important principles 
that we should adopt such as obedience, 
faith, hope and charity. These will in fact 
build our character which God wants us to 
walk with each day. We gave thanks for 
how the Lord has provided for us.  

We also prayed for mercy, forgiveness, 
protection and an end to the pandemic. 
We prayed that our economies may 
bounce back, and work can be provided 
for those who have lost their jobs. And we 
prayed for children who are graduating 
from school and leaving the island either 
for higher education or work. It is our 
hope that women and girls around the 
world can live a decent life, free from any 
forms of sexual and physical abuse. We 
provide confidential counselling for 
abused victims, and we are mindful that 
many women suffer in silence because of 
feelings of shame, ridicule and judgment. 

ST. VINCENT AND THE 

GRENADINES 

This year’s program was received with 
much delight, appreciation and was very 
timely. We as a country were able to 
identify with the poverty, physical and 
social abuse and other social issues that 
are affecting the world. The theme also 
brought about a healthy and productive 
discussion as the committee met to 
plan. The Bible text was very relevant, 
inviting us to humbly ask and seek the 
plans God has for our lives. We are  
hoping to plant seeds of hope and faith 
in our country as we continue to pray for 
those affected by the pandemic, by the 
volcanic eruption that left people dis-
placed, and the restoration of our life 
and livelihoods. The overall service was 
Spirit-filled and touching, especially the 
lighting of the candles after the reading. 

 It is our hope that women and girls around the world can live a decent life,  
free from any forms of sexual and physical abuse. We provide confidential  
counselling for abused victims, and we are mindful that many women suffer  

in silence because of feelings of shame, ridicule and judgment. 

http://www.wicc.org
https://www.facebook.com/WICCanada
https://twitter.com/wicc_ca
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We extend our thanks and appreciation 
to the women of EWNI for the hard work 
that went into it. 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

The service was held online because of 
the pandemic restrictions in our country 
at the time. A watch party was held, and 
many people were able to participate. 
They reported that the service was  

impactful as they related to the stories of 
the EWNI women. As a keepsake, the 
women were sent seeds to replant. The 
symbolism of giving out seeds to the 
congregation during the service en-
hanced the message. One day these 
small seeds can thrive and grow into 
blossoming, fruitful plants and trees 
providing for the person who needs 
them. The seeds of hope need to be 

planted especially in our young people 
and children so they may have the foun-
dation of good morals and values early 
in life. Our #WDPhope is that the mes-
sage of planting seeds of hope is spread 
to as many persons as possible regard-
less of their Christian denomination.  

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

As a keepsake, the women were sent seeds to replant. The symbolism of giving  
out seeds to the congregation during the service enhanced the message. One day  

these small seeds can thrive and grow into blossoming, fruitful plants and  
trees providing for the person who needs them. 
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ARGENTINA 

Our committee decided to host both an 
in-person and virtual service. Not only 
did women from all over our country 
participate, but also people from 
Uruguay, Paraguay, Colombia, Bolivia, 
and the United States. It was a very emo-
tional and a special service because we 
were able to meet in person after two 
years. We have been feeling a great need 
for face-to-face communication. Our 
country is going through very difficult 
times. Year after year, gender violence 
has grown, poverty has increased, and 
many women and children are suffering. 
We are working ecumenically to allevi-
ate some of the suffering. The worship 
service and especially the text of Jere-
miah was like a balm of healing. We 
know that God has plans for us and that 
confidence gives us strength. For us it is 
very important to sow seeds of hope in 
poor neighborhoods, to give them an 
opportunity for a better life. 

Website: http://cedmo.blogspot.com/  
Facebook: DMO Argentina 

BRAZIL 

Our committee was really looking for-
ward to this celebration! We prayed that 
we could do a face-to-face worship serv-
ice, and thankfully that vision was ful-
filled. The WDP program was celebrated 
in many different churches of different 
denominations thus overcoming preju-
dices against ecumenism. We also held a 
children’s service. The children enjoyed 
getting to learn about another country 
and playing games together. Through 
the WDP program, the situation of 
women and children from different 
countries is made known and offers oth-
ers an opportunity to give those in vul-
nerable places an improved quality of 
life via supporting life-changing projects 
or organizations. The theme was very 
relevant and served as a reminder that 
we need to sow seeds of hope through 
concrete actions in people’s lives. It is our 

#WDPhope that the difficult situations 
that people face will change, even if it 
takes time. In the meantime, we will 
continue to do our part to offer relief.   

Website: http://www.dmoracao.comu-
nidades.net/ 

COSTA RICA 

It was important to our committee to be 
able to have a worship service in person. 
It was also our goal to have a WDP cele-
bration in at least three different places 
and for there to be at least one exclusive 
worship service for children. We were all 
very motivated and we were able to 
achieve our goals while being careful 
and wearing masks at each meeting. The 
children had their own service where 
they enjoyed learning about the writer 
country and doing arts and crafts. The 
Bible text and theme was impactful for 
all participants. In moments of despair, 
we can reflect on the words of God and 
find the hope we need to carry on. The 

Latin America
ARGENTINA BRAZIL

http://cedmo.blogspot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/153427011375682/
http://www.dmoracao.comunidades.net/
http://www.dmoracao.comunidades.net/
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stories that the women 
from Northern Ireland, 
Wales, and England shared 
were moving and emo-
tional. Our prayers were 
with them. 

CUBA 

Amid the current context, 
this celebration had a high 
relevance marked espe-
cially by the theme of trust in God and 
the certainty of God’s company. The 
EWNI program brought with it the invi-
tation to look deeply at our own reality, 
and to reflect on the accompaniment of 
God even during the most difficult situa-
tions that we have faced this year. The 
program also encouraged us to think 
about the ways in which we can be an in-
strument of God in our realities, as a 
praying and acting WDP community. 
Our hope has many nuances, because 
that is how diverse our population is and 
the situations it faces. Hope is new every 
day, and is renewed in the outstretched 
hand, the hug, the gesture of solidarity, 
and faith in action. We feel moved to re-
store hope for those people who con-
sider it lost. We are called to meet them 
along the way as bearers of light. 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

“I know the plans I have for you” (Jere-
miah 29:1–14) is a very impressive theme 
for the program this year due to the his-
torical moment that the world is experi-
encing. We are in a pandemic, and the 
theme is encouraging us to have hope. 
This was especially needed while prepar-
ing for the activities, as so many of our 
spirits were low. While reflecting on the 
service, we felt connected to our sisters 
in EWNI, because even though we are in 
different countries our situations are so 
similar. In all contexts, there are women 
and children who need support in coun-
seling, emotional and spiritual help. Our 
prayer is that we may continue to bring 
hope to a world filled with doubt. We are 
so grateful to God that we were able to 
share the celebration with everyone! 

GUATEMALA 

Hope is a very relevant 
theme for us. We are hope-
ful that global solidarity 
networks will continue 
and grow. We hope that 
the WDP movement will 
continue to give hope by 
linking thousands of 
women together. It is very 
important to continue 

these efforts and promote exchanges 
between women from different coun-
tries, ages, etc. The women who partici-
pated in the celebration and listened to 
the reflection were sensitized, filled with 
the desire to carry out actions to help 
women and girls in vulnerable positions.    

Reflecting on the service, we were able 
to listen and confirm how situations 
such as the COVID-19 pandemic, climate 
change crisis, unemployment, food 
shortages, wars, such as the one be-
tween Ukraine and Russia, are fueling 
the need to migrate to other countries. 
We see that people are looking for alter-
natives, looking for a new life. The pas-
sage of Jeremiah reminds us of God’s 
promises of peace, justice and freedom 

COSTA RICA

CUBA

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC



in these contexts. Hope is for all people! 

Facebook: Dia Mundial de Oración - 
Guatemala 

HONDURAS 

We questioned for a moment whether 
we would be able to have a worship 
service in person, but we ended up hav-
ing a good service with other denomi-
nations. It warmed our hearts because 
the WDP celebration is the one time we 
can all come together and share in 
prayer. The program was moving and left 
our congregation deeply inspired. Based 
on the Bible text reflection, the seeds of 
hope that need planting in our country 
are within the government so that they 
will govern with justice, love and peace. 
We plant our seeds of hope in our young 
people, that they will turn to their Cre-
ator and commit to the work of God. Our 
committee started an outreach program 
where we communicate with schools to 
find children in need. We provide them 
with supplies and any help we can give.   

MEXICO 

The WDP celebration always rekindles 
enthusiasm in our committee to prepare  
for the service. We share the materials 
with all the local churches. The program 

was also published in a yearbook of devo-
tional topics and distributed to all de-
nominational groups in the country. With 
great care, we prepared a “Seeds of Hope” 
sign and packets of seeds for participants 
to take home and remember the theme. 
We do our best to unite women in prayer, 
promoting participation in the WDP 
movement. The experiences shared by 
the women of England, Wales and North-
ern Ireland highlighted some of the same 
problems our women also experience. In 
our activities, we teach and guide women 
who face such issues how to seek solu-
tions in the light of the word of God. 
Seeds of hope truly need to be planted 
everywhere.  

NICARAGUA 

“I know the plans I have for you,” based on 
Jeremiah 29:1–14, brought a lot of peace, 

joy and comfort to the participants. Every 
woman who read that phrase when en-
tering the venue of the celebration made 
those words their own. Every woman be-
lieved them, and clung to their faith while 
considering the context of a pandemic 
that took many of our loved ones, as well 
as the poverty that our people are sub-
merged in. Despite the hardships we ex-
perience, we have a lot of energy, courage 
and desire to serve. We desire for women 
to have a space exclusive to them, which 
allows them to reflect on the Word of God 
and be encouraged by their companions. 
Our committee contributes to our women 
by supporting them with an education 
that transforms their lives. We offer them 
pastoral and psychological accompani-
ment when possible, and legal accompa-
niment for victims of abuse. The seeds of 
hope must be sown in abused girls, preg-
nant adolescents who miss out on their 

MEXICO
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education, and elderly 
women who believe that they 
are a hindrance, but are actu-
ally full of love, warmth and 
knowledge. 

PANAMA 

The EWNI program brought a 
lot of hope to the committee. 
It challenged us to trust in 
God’s fidelity to meet the needs of oth-
ers. The program inspired us to sow 
seeds of hope at work, in homes, and the 
community, which will bring us good 
fruits. The theme made us reflect on 
God’s faithfulness, that God will fulfill 
the promises of hope and well-being. 
We had a very blessed service that was 
uplifting. There was a greater ecumeni-
cal presence of the different local 
churches. It was also possible this year to 
involve more children, youth and men in 
the program. May our committee rise as 
a movement of women messengers of 
hope, looking to a future with younger 
women, strengthening work with  
children and the community. May we  
re-establish the committee, revive it and 
motivate other people to be part of it. 
May we focus on developing community 
projects in such a way that we can sow 
seeds of hope in our communities. 

PARAGUAY 

The celebrations were very joyful consid-
ering that after one year, in some cases 
two years, we met again in person. We 
shared the experience of worship, the 
songs, the life stories and the hopes of 
the women of England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland. These stories are like 
our realities from a Latin perspective and 
experience. We really want the WDP 
movement to continue and be a blessing 
to many, affirming that we have a God 
who has no borders and whose love is 
global. Understanding and empathizing 
with people from different latitudes, 
customs and visions means that in some 
way we can “visit that country” through 
information, photographs, typical foods, 
and testimonies.  

We believe that Christians never stop 
sowing seeds of hope, both in times of 

abundance and in times of 
scarcity. There is a great need to 
sow hope in our country, to 
bring to light the corruption 
that impoverishes the country, 
and to help people affected by 
poverty, lack of health and edu-
cation. 

URUGUAY 

Our people always await the celebration. 
Being able to hold the celebration in per-
son was very emotional, and we thank 
God for the ability to do so. We also give 
thanks for this celebration and its theme 
which was especially exciting. It moved 
us to have a lot of faith to support and 
care for the many women who are vul-
nerable and suffer from gender-based 
violence. Hearing the voices of the 
women from the United Kingdom, it was 
as if they were talking about the situa-
tions and experiences of our own com-
munities. In our context, there are many 
women affected by violence, abuse, and 
addiction. This celebration impacted us 
because we saw our reality. The commit-
ment of support, care and prayer re-
mains. The situation in Ukraine also 
came up at our service, which affected us 
a lot. We kept them in our prayers.   

PANAMANICARAGUA

PARAGUAY
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VENEZUELA 

For every woman and young person who 
participated in this celebration it was an 
absolute joy, especially be to be able to 
meet in person while following the 
proper health guidelines. The local cele-
brations are important spaces for build-
ing fellowship among all. In our context, 
the issues the women of EWNI high-
lighted are also issues in our country. 
Our committee has donated food, medi-
cines, clothing and other necessities for 

the vulnerable communities. However, 
visiting these communities becomes dif-
ficult due to the pandemic.  

Our hope is that we remain united in 
faith. Perseverance gives us hope for a 
better future. We lift up our prayer—
Merciful God, hear our fervent prayer for all 
those suffering from the coronavirus. May 
infected people receive proper treatment and 
the comfort of Your healing presence. May 
their caregivers, families and neighbors be 

protected from the onslaught of the virus. 
Give comfort to those who mourn the loss of 
their loved ones. Protect and guide those who 
strive to find a cure. May their work over-
come disease and restore communities to 
wholeness and health. Help us to overcome 
fear. In the name of your Son Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

VENEZUELA

Our hope is that we remain united in faith. Perseverance gives us hope  
for a better future. We lift up our prayer—Merciful God, hear our  

fervent prayer for all those suffering from the coronavirus.
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Middle East 

EGYPT  

Several celebrations were held in several 
cities in small groups. We prayed to God 
to heal the sick and comfort those who 
have lost their loved ones. Our commit-
tee itself lost a beloved member this 
year, our leader for many years, Mary 
Masood. We thank God for her life, for 
her dedication to the movement, for her 
impact in our lives, and for God’s wis-
dom and spirituality which we learned 
through her.  

Our people appreciated the program 
and found it very practical. Our women 
were inspired by the stories shared by 
the women of EWNI of their difficult sit-
uations and the help they found in the 
church. We need to remember to build a 

strong foundation in God and in God’s 
precious Word in all aspects of our lives. 
We need to trust the plans God has for 
our future. Even if we cannot see it with 
our own eyes, God is good. 

LEBANON 

The theme “I Know the Plans I Have for 
You,” was a very appropriate theme for 
the situation during these days, whether 
globally or nationally. We feel confused 
and disoriented. The voices from EWNI 
told us about their human suffering, but 
also about their hope and foundation of 
solid trust in God. We, in our country, are 
also hopeful that by being anchored in 
Christ, God will never leave us no matter 
what the difficult circumstances are. To 
feel despair is natural, yet a person who 
relies on God should not lose hope. We 

must trust and reject despair. We will 
keep on believing that no matter what, 
God is on our side. As a symbol of our 
trust in God and hope for a better future, 
we distributed bags of peat with seeds of 
parsley and purslane to the attendees. 
We invited them to plant seeds of hope 
and peace in our land. Many women and 
young women felt blessed by the services. 

Facebook: World Day of Prayer National 
Committee of Lebanon 

PALESTINE 

It was not an easy task to plan and pre-
pare for the service this year, but we are 
grateful that we were able to host one 
service in-person. The persistent perse-
verance of holding our services despite 
difficulties is something we are proud to 

EGYPT LEBANON

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1482249145413143/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1482249145413143/
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have accomplished. In general, what the 
women of EWNI shared about their ex-
periences can be felt and understood by 
our women. We are living under military 
occupation and suffering from various 
kinds of abuse in a society that is torn 
apart. We know the plans that God has 
for us, and they are for an abundant life. 
Our hope is in our faith as followers of 
the Savior born in this land. This land of 
miracles and challenges can be an exam-
ple of conviviality, coexistence and re-
spect of sisters and brothers, where a 
just peace reigns. This is the plan that 
God has for us and no matter how hope-
less the situation is, together we will 
achieve that. 

TUNISIA 

Unfortunately, it was clear that we 
would not be able to hold in-person 
services this year to celebrate the World 
Day of Prayer program. There is also no 
established WDP committee in our 

country, so it is difficult to prepare any 
online activities. The program was 
shared with the local churches in the 
community via a well-established dioce-
san network. Many church members 
were grateful for the materials and en-
joyed the service privately.   

We sympathized with the experiences of 
the women from England, Wales, and 
Northern Ireland. We are grateful that in 
our communities the churches have 
strategies in place for helping the elderly 
and immigrant residents who may be in 
need. However, the seeds of hope still 
need planting and we look forward to 
and pray for better days. 

TURKEY 

For the program this year there was a 
Turkish service held in Istanbul with 
English translation available. With the 
help of the local Bible Society, we were 
also able to host the service online. We 

shared our resources with the Syrian Or-
thodox community. In a lot of our 
churches, women do not usually lead a 
service. So, the WDP service always pro-
vides motivation for women to take a 
more active part within the church life. 
When we translated the service, we real-
ized that there are women all over the 
world who are working in the same way. 
Women want to give hope to the people 
around them as they try to live a life of 
hope. It is our hope that everybody can 
live in peace and love. It is our hope that 
there is freedom of faith and human 
equality in all countries, especially 
where there are conflicts, restlessness 
and oppression.

PALESTINE TURKEY
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AMERICAN SAMOA 

Our greatest accomplishment this year 
was getting reacquainted and reestab-
lished with the WDPIC and WDP pro-
gram. It was difficult to prepare for this 
year’s celebration as we were on full 
lockdown, but we managed to host our 
services virtually. We prayed for the en-
tire world and the effects of the pan-
demic. We prayed for the people of 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
The program’s main impact was by re-
minding us that, during difficult times 
like we are experiencing now, we have 
hope that we can always overcome the 
challenges when we are of one mind and 
one heart in thoughts and prayers. In our 
community, women are a source of 
strength within the church and family. 
When women work together there are 
always positive outcomes. Unfortu-
nately, issues of domestic violence and 
abuse still exist. Our hope is to see 
women become strong prayer warriors 
and become a source of life to help  

others be self-sufficient in every aspect 
of their lives.   

AOTEAROA/NEW ZEALAND 

The second wave of the COVID pandemic 
saw an increase of restrictions and lock-
downs. So many groups had to find inno-
vative ways to hold the WDP worship 
service. Booklets were given to those who 
held small gatherings. Others got to-
gether to watch online services. It is al-
ways a privilege to be joining women and 
men around the world to pray for those 
in danger. Because of our time zone, we 
are grateful to be some of the first in the 
world to begin the day of celebration. 
Many enjoyed the service and found it 
very prayerful, especially given the cur-
rent situation of our world. We also in-
cluded prayers for Ukraine in our service. 
The symbolic seeds of hope raised  
awareness of the need for growing our 
spiritual hope and working to support 
the more vulnerable. Our efforts in help-
ing those in challenging situations are by  

contributing to organizations dedicated 
to helping others. We pray that the seeds 
of Hope for our lives, our communities 
and our country, become words and ac-
tions of loving kindness. 

Website: 
http://www.worlddayofprayer.co.nz/  

AUSTRALIA 

Despite all the difficulties due to in-
clement weather and the pandemic, 
local committees reported of the success 
of the service. Above all, people enjoyed 
the fellowship with other Christians in 
their towns or suburbs, who they only 
get to worship with at the WDP service. 
It was also mentioned that locals who 
speak Welsh were invited to attend the 
services and read the prayer. One service 
was delighted to have someone present 
who spoke the Lord’s prayer in Manx. 
The issues in the EWNI program are 
worldwide. While these situations 
 appear hopeless, we hold to the belief 

Pacific
AMERICAN SAMOA

AOTEAROA/NEW ZEALAND

http://www.worlddayofprayer.co.nz/


that God promises in Jeremiah 29:1– 14 
to give hope to everyone in need. The 
awareness raised by these annual WDP 
programs highlights and reminds the at-
tendees that we need to be active in our 
own little corner of the world as much as 
we can. We must all be prepared to be a 
spokesperson for those who are less 
privileged. And we must speak against 
those who in some way take advantage 
of others.   

Website: www.worlddayofprayeraus-
tralia.org 

COOK ISLANDS 

The annual WDP event is a big occasion 
for all churches to come together and 
celebrate. While large events were re-
stricted due to the pandemic, we were 
able to host smaller services while wear-
ing masks and social distancing. Our 
service was hosted in Rarotonga by our 
sisters in the Catholic Church and it was 
enjoyed by all. For each annual event 
there are plans put in place for youth 
groups to take part and, while some do 
participate, it is our #WDPhope to have 
more of our young women join the com-
mittee and maintain the movement.  

Sometimes we wonder why our lives are 
not as we want them to be. We get angry 
and frustrated when we don’t get our 
own way. We leave our country to go to 
another, sometimes by choice and some-
times by situations beyond our control. 
But if we just take a step back and reflect 
on this theme, we can see that God is at 
work, and that He has a plan for us. We 
give thanks to the WDP EWNI commit-
tee for a wonderful program written 
under a beautiful theme. 

KIRIBATI 

Normally, WDP services are held on 
every single island but, due to the pan-
demic, services this year were held  

online. We enjoyed coming together 
from different villages and praying in 
our big Maneaba, but we must accept 
the changes and work together to over-
come such issues. We prayed for the vul-
nerable, and for God’s protection during 
the ongoing pandemic. It is our #WD-
Phope for peace and health among all 
people, especially those affected by 
COVID-19.    

The Bible text became a periscope to see 
the vulnerable places as the un-watered 
ground that needs to be watered in 
preparation for seeds of hope. Poverty, 
living in fear of domestic abuse, and 
loneliness due to age are all worldwide 

KIRIBATI
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issues that we also experience. Even 
though we encounter such difficulties, 
we will always pray and await God’s 
plans for us. We are grateful for the 
WDP program this year as it resonates 
with our situation here in Kiribati.    

SAMOA 

We really enjoyed preparing for the 
WDP activities this year. Our men of 
agriculture delivered coconut shoots to 
distribute among the participants. For 
years ahead, the shoots will bear more 
fruits. During the prelude of the worship 

service, a group of pastors’ wives wore 
the colors of the EWNI flags and sang 
gospel songs. Their voices brought emo-
tional and sweet feelings to the atmos-
phere. Our hearts were filled with the 
touch of the Holy Spirit. We prayed for 
the women all over Samoa and the 
world to have the courage to share their 
experiences. We remembered the 
women and children who live in fear of 
wars in Ukraine. Our ecumenical local 
celebration was also recorded by the 
media for broadcasting on Sunday  
afternoon.  

The program reminded us to enlighten 
our hearts and know the hope we are 
called to. It is a challenge to affirm that 
we are carriers and givers of hope to fu-
ture generations. Let us be strong in love 
and faith. Our hope is to hold onto our 
strong foundation, trusting in God’s plan 
for us to live and act in hope, even in the 
midst of ongoing storms in our lives. 

SAMOA
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Leading Together 
Growing a Global Ecumenical Sisterhood 

BY KATIE REIMER

“Let us speak the truth in love, and grow to the full maturity of Christ, the head. Through Christ, the whole body 
grows. With the proper functioning of each member, firmly joined together by each supporting ligament, the body 
builds itself up in love.”—Ephesians 4:15–16 

“Developing global ecumenical sisterhood & building trust: Once you begin to respect, trust, and understand one an-
other you can build long lasting bonds. A worldwide sisterhood that gathers in worship every year.” —World Day of 
Prayer, Guiding Principle #6 

Our World Day of Prayer movement has been growing in powerful ways this year. Over a million women gathered in local 
groups for a common day of prayer, to celebrate a service written by the WDP women of England, Wales and Northern Ire-

land (EWNI). Many of you are already preparing the materials for 2023 written by WDP Taiwan. The next three years of writer 
countries have been hard at work at various stages of the writing process. We held our very first virtual International Meeting, 
with 262 leaders joining from approximately 90 countries. A new Executive Committee was elected for a 5-year term, and the 
themes and writer countries were discerned through 2031.  

Truly, our whole movement thrives when each member gives of herself with love. One of our Guiding Principles states that we 
strive to develop a global ecumenical sisterhood. As each of us takes the time to understand each other, respect and trust grow 
stronger among us. 

 

 

ENGLAND, WALES & 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

(EWNI) 2022 

After four years of planning and writing, 
listening and speaking, gathering and 
growing, the WDP women from Eng-
land, Wales and Northern Ireland 
brought a poignant service to the world. 
The theme was “I Know the Plans I Have 
for You,” centered on Jeremiah 29:11. Jer-
emiah was writing a letter to the exiles 
in Babylon to give his people hope in the 
midst of a devastating situation. To sym-
bolize hope, the women from EWNI in-
vited the world to use candles and seeds. 
The service included three stories of 
women experiencing forms of exile, 
namely poverty, fear and isolation. Each 

of the stories showed how God brings 
freedom, justice and peace in unex-
pected ways. 

TAIWAN 2023 

The women from WDP Taiwan com-
pleted the 2023 program in 2021, and 
many national committees around the 
world have been preparing the materials 
this year. The theme for the service is “I 
Have Heard About Your Faith,” based on 
Ephesians 1:15–19. This expansive letter 
praises the community for their faith in 
Jesus, and their loving actions towards 
others. And the author commits to pray-
ing for the community, that they would 
grasp how wide, long, deep and high the 
love of Christ is. The worship service con-
textualizes the passage through letters 
of encouragement to women in Taiwan. 
These letters reflect on the urgency of 
protecting the environment, raising 

EWNI Workshop
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awareness of gender stereotypes in the 
workplace and family, and providing 
care for the victims of verbal and sexual 
abuse. 

As the world draws closer to Taiwan 
leading up to the 2023 service, we are 
called to be inspired by their testimonies 
of faith and love. We are invited to learn 
about the stories of faith in our own 
communities. And we are encouraged to 
support those individuals with our 
prayers and actions. 

PALESTINE 2024 

This year, the WDP women of Palestine 
finalized their worship service program 
for 2024. They worked closely with the 
Executive Director to revise several 
drafts and engage the comments given 
by Executive Committee members. In 
September, the WDPIC office distributed 
their core materials. 

The theme for 2024 is “I Beg You...Bear 
With One Another in Love,” based on 
Ephesians 4:1–3. The worship service 
calls us to bear with each other in love, 
despite all difficulties and oppression. 
The letter to the Ephesians encourages 

us to always be humble, gentle and pa-
tient, so that we might maintain the 
bond of unity given by the Spirit. There 
are three stories included in the service 
that illuminate the lives of different gen-
erations of Palestinian women. WDP 
Palestine hopes to inspire other women 
around the world to bear with one an-
other in love during troubled times. 

COOK ISLANDS 2025 

The WDP National Committee of Cook 
Islands organized a workshop in August 
this year to launch the writing process 
for the 2025 program. “I Made You Won-
derful,” is the theme, centered on Psalm 
139:14 (1–18). Our Executive Director, 
along with Pacific representative, Vicki 
Marney, flew to the Cook Islands to help 
facilitate the workshop. Approximately 
30 women from 6 different denomina-
tions gathered in Rarotonga, one of 15 is-
lands in this south Pacific country. To 
ensure representation from the other is-
lands, women flew in for the workshop 
from Aitutaki, Atiu, Mangaia, Mauke and 
Mitiaro. 

During the workshop, the women from 
Cook Islands explored questions about 

why this theme is important for the 
times we are living through. They 
thought about which people are often 
treated by society with dignity and re-
spect, as though they were wonderfully 
made in God’s image. They considered 
which people are often treated without 
dignity and respect. They reflected on 
why this theme is particularly important 
for women and girls. 

The week was filled with singing, shar-
ing, eating meals together and strength-
ening relationships. Each woman who 
came blessed the group with her wis-
dom, gifts and life experiences. The 
world awaits with excitement to receive 
the gift of this upcoming program from 
the women of the Cook Islands. 

NIGERIA 2026 

The process for each year’s program be-
gins four years ahead of time, and the 
WDP Nigeria National Committee has 
started to learn about the timeline for 
their upcoming program. These women 
were given the theme “I Will Give You 
Rest: Come,” based on Matthew 11:28–
30, and the focus is on slow movement 
and resting in God. The women from 

Taiwan Workshop Cook Islands Workshop
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Nigeria are starting to plan for next 
year’s writer workshop, identifying the 
different denominations, ages, regions 
and life experiences that are needed to 
represent their country through the 
process. 

GLOBAL CONVERSATIONS 

The first half of this year was busy with 
plans for the first virtual WDPIC Interna-
tional Meeting. Leading up to the meet-
ing, we held the Global Conversations: 
Meet the candidates for the Executive Com-
mittee of WDPIC on May 6. This was an 
opportunity for the delegates of each 
WDP National Committee to meet the 
candidates from each region of the 
world who had discerned a call to be 
considered for the Executive Committee. 
It was inspiring to learn more about each 
woman’s story, and the ways that God 
has been at work in her life. The conver-
sation was held in English, with simulta-
neous Spanish and French translation 
available. 

INTERNATIONAL MEETING 

2022 

The WDPIC Executive Committee, in col-
laboration with the WDP Scotland Na-
tional Committee, decided to hold this 

year’s International Meeting on-
line due to the ongoing COVID-
19 pandemic. From June 16–18, 
2022, we gathered for our first 
ever virtual International Meet-
ing, with the theme “New Heart, 
New Mind, Called to Hope,” 
based on Ephesians 1:18. Our Christian 
faith challenges us to work with God to 
cultivate hope and transform our hearts 
and minds to make all things new. 
Around 262 women came together  
from 89 countries for worship, fellow-
ship and discernment. See more informa-
tion on p. 44. 

WORLD COUNCIL OF 

CHURCHES—KARLSRUHE 

2022 

The World Day of Prayer has been in re-
lationship with the World Council of 
Churches (WCC) since its inception. The 
theme for our 1938 WDP service, “The 
Church, A World Fellowship,” was chosen to 
support the foundation of a World Coun-
cil of Churches planned for that year. Al-
though the WCC was not launched until 
1948, because of the outbreak of World 
War II, our WDP worship services fo-
cused on peace and reconciliation dur-
ing that period. 

The WCC Assembly is the highest gov-
erning body of the WCC, and normally 
meets every eight years. This year’s 11th 
Assembly of the WCC took place in Karl-
sruhe, Germany, from Aug 31–Sept 8, 
2022, and the theme was “Christ’s Love 
Moves the World to Reconciliation and 
Unity.”  

Our Executive Director, Katie Reimer, 
represented the World Day of Prayer  
as a Delegated Representative, and 
many other WDP women were active 
participants and leaders at this year’s 
gathering, including WDPIC Chairper-
son Joyce Larko Steiner (Ghana), Sally 
Azar (Palestine) and Cornelia Trommer-
Klimpke (Germany). Other WDP women 
traveled to Karlsruhe specifically to meet 
women from our movement, including 
former WDPIC Chairperson Laurence 
Gangloff (France), Brigitte Zinnburg 
(Austria) and our two newly elected 
WDP European regional representatives, 
Edith Toth (Romania) and Senka Sestak 

WCC quilt for Thursdays in Black

WDPIC Global Conversations
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Paterlin (Croatia). A group of European 
WDP women organized a World Day of 
Prayer event on September 7, giving 
WCC delegates the opportunity to learn 
more about our movement.  

WDPIC also had the honor of creating a 
square piece that became a part of a 
larger, new Thursdays in Black quilt that 
WCC unveiled during the Pre-Assembly, 
“A Just Community for Women and Men”. 

AFRICA REGIONAL  

MEETING & INDUCTION 

CEREMONY 

Following the election of the first African 
Chairperson for the World Day of Prayer 
movement at this year’s International 
Meeting, an Africa Regional Meeting 
and Induction Ceremony was scheduled 

for Oct 13–16, 2022, in Accra, Ghana. 
WDP women traveled to Accra from An-
gola, Botswana, Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, 
France, Gabon, Ghana, Malawi, Nigeria, 
South Africa, the United States and 
Zambia.  

During the Africa Regional Meeting, we 
received a Bible study from Rev. Dr. 
Dorothy Akoto on Ephesians 1:15–19. We 
responded to some of the questions 
prompted by the WDP Taiwan women 
for the 2023 program and wrote post-
cards of encouragement to persons 
whose faith we admire. We worked in 
small groups to better understand the 
Guiding Principles and Constitution. 
And, we engaged in dialogue on the im-
portance of mentoring younger women 
into the movement. 

The Induction Ceremony held on Satur-
day, Oct 15, was organized in collabora-
tion with the Christian Council of Ghana. 
It was held at the St. Barnabas Anglican 
Church in Osu. We honored Joyce Larko 
Steiner as the first African Chairperson 
for the World Day of Prayer International 
Committee. The ceremony started with a 
Solemn Evensong, followed by the In-
duction Service for Joyce, along with the 
two newly elected African representa-
tives, Rosalie Adze (Gabon) and Queen 
Bridget Chrisha (Zambia). Our Executive 
Director, Katie Reimer, gave an address, 
and our outgoing Chairperson, Laurence 
Gangloff (France) passed along a stole, 
pin and necklace to Joyce. 

 

WCC Quilt Detail of WDP logo

Africa regional conference group photo
Induction ceremony for new 

WDPIC Chairperson Joyce 

Larko Steiner, Ghana
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The World Day of Prayer International 
Committee (WDPIC) was formed in 

1968, and since then, we have held an In-
ternational Meeting every 4-5 years. In-
ternational Meetings are a time to share, 
decide, vote, network, listen, talk, report, 
learn, sing, pray, and plan. Each meeting 
is a unique experience full of blessings. 
Together we envision the future of this 
global and local ecumenical movement 
for justice and peace. 

As we considered the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the uncertainties of 2022, new 
complexities and requirements for inter-
national travel, the wellbeing of WDP 
leadership, and the economic impact of 
the crisis, the WDPIC Executive Commit-
tee decided to use an online format in 
2022 in lieu of an in-person gathering. 
On June 16-18, 2022, we held our 14th In-
ternational Meeting – the first ever as a 
virtual gathering.  

We are especially grateful to WDP Scot-
land for all they did to prepare for our 
original plan of gathering in Edinburg. 
And we appreciated their understanding 
when the pandemic moved us to a vir-
tual gathering. It was moving that the 
women from Scotland knitted around 
15,000 prayer squares and mailed them 
to all the National Committees in ad-
vance of the IM. These prayer squares 
gave us something to tangibly touch 
when we were in a virtual meeting. 

Our theme for the 2022 International 
Meeting was “New Heart, New Mind, 

Called to Hope,” based on Ephesians 1:18. 
We prepared our hearts and minds to 
open and embrace the hope that God 
calls us to have. The logo for this meet-
ing was designed in collaboration with 
Presbyterian Women (PC-USA). A leaf of 
hope encircles our WDP logo, and 
springs out in a dancing movement to-
wards a new heart and mind. 

PRAYING THROUGH  

WORSHIP 

Worship was at the heart of our 2022 In-
ternational Meeting, grounding and 
centering us in a spirit of prayer. WDP 
Scotland wrote the Opening Worship 
liturgy, giving us a warm welcome to the 
International Meeting. While naming 
the disappointment about the cancelled 
in-person gathering, WDP Scotland re-
minded us of the theme we had just cel-
ebrated a few months earlier. “For I know 
the plans I have for you,” declares the 

WDPIC International Meeting 2022 
New Heart, New Mind, Called to Hope 

BY KATIE REIMER 

Prayer Squares Opening Ceremony with WDP Scotland 

WDP INTERNATIONAL 
MEETING 2022



Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.” This was a wonderfully sensitive 
way to both acknowledge the disap-
pointment, but also to center us again in 
the promise of God, who gives us hope 
and a future. 

Our outgoing chairperson, Laurence 
Gangloff, offered a moving sermon dur-
ing Opening Worship, where she re-
flected on the theme, “New Heart, New 
Mind, Called to Hope.” Laurence re-
minded us of the reassuring words that 
Jesus offers us “Take courage, do not be 
afraid!” As we “take courage,” we grow a 
“new heart” and a “new mind.” Laurence 
stated that although this is difficult to 
put into practice, to “take courage” is a 
conscious decision we make so that fear 
and anxiety do not overcome our hope 
and confidence in life. 

Our Closing Worship was written by the 
women from WDP Canada, specifically 
the Women’s Inter-Church Council of 
Canada (WICC). The service opened with 
a powerful liturgical dance by Jalianne 
Li, along with the hymn, “Be thou my vi-
sion.” It was moving to see the scripture 
read in sign language along with the ver-
bal reading. Another highlight of the 
worship service was a new song com-

posed especially for this International 
Meeting by Edith Toth (WDP Romania). 
Edith’s song set the words of our theme 
to music, “New Heart, New Mind, Called 
to Hope.” Our incoming Executive Direc-
tor, Katie Reimer, offered a sermon, re-
flecting on the ways our faith calls us to 
hope. We had a moment in worship to 
honor the life of Henrica Marona, or 
“Mama Hen” (WDP Cook Islands) as she 
was affectionately called by her commu-
nity. Henrica was serving as a Regional 
Representative for the Pacific when she 
passed away on February 7, 2021. We 
ended with a ritual to hand off leader-
ship between the outgoing and incom-
ing Executive Committee. 

PRAYING THROUGH  

LISTENING AND SPEAKING 

Sharing our thoughts, feelings, ideas 
and passions with each other is a form 
of prayer. Each of us is made in the 
image of God, and as we learn more 
about each other, we learn more 
about God. As we connect more 
deeply with each other, we connect 
more deeply with God. 

Our International Meeting was a time of 
sharing – a time of listening and a time 
of speaking. We heard from each of our 
Executive Committee members as they 
reflected on the last 5 years of their serv-
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Laurence’s Sermon Passing of WDP Leadership 

Eternal God, your promised presence is 
our joy and our salvation. 

Holy Mystery, powerful and gentle, 
sustaining and stirring our daily living, we 
turn to you again on this special occasion. 

We gather as members of an international 
family of faith, preparing to be in 
conference together, looking forward to 
all we will share and discover, partners in 
prayer and action, working with you to 
make your Kingdom come. 

You bind us together, You make us one, 
You lead us into life—Alleluia! 

—Opening Worship,  
written by WDP Scotland 

 

 

“New Mind, New Heart, Called to Hope” 
is what I wish for you, dear sisters in 
Christ, for yourselves and for your local 
WDP groups, as well as for our 
movement, so that it may live on—for 
many more years! 

—Laurence Gangloff,  
outgoing Chair, WDPIC 
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ice to the movement. We received mes-
sages of encouragement from other sis-
ters throughout the ecumenical 
movement.  We grew in faith and under-
standing through a Bible dialogue of-
fered by Ulrike Bechmann and Viola 
Raheb. Our young women delegates 
shared their perspectives during a 
“Young Women Talking” moment.  

On the second day of our meeting, re-
gional gatherings were led by the Re-
gional Representatives. These regional 
meetings were an opportunity for prayer 
and building community. Each National 
Committee shared updates, joys and 
concerns, and regional issues and ideas 

were discussed. This was a rich day of 
sharing, listening and speaking. 

We also received reports and recom-
mendations throughout the Interna-
tional Meeting from five different 
Working Groups (WG). Each delegate 
was given the opportunity to join one of 
these Working Groups in the weeks be-
fore the International Meeting. 

PRAYING THROUGH  

ACTION 

Our motto in the WDP movement is “In-
formed prayer, prayerful action.” When 
our prayers are informed by realities of 
life, we are often moved by the Spirit to 

act in ways that help bring the kin-dom 
of God more fully to the world.  

Many decisions were made during the 
International Meeting. These decisions 
will guide our actions as a movement 
during the next 5 years. We collectively 
approved a budget for the years to come. 
We affirmed the themes and writer 
countries for the years 2027-2031. Each 
region voted to elect Regional Represen-
tatives, and the entire body voted to 
elect our new Chairperson. The election 
of Joyce Larko Steiner (WDP Ghana) was 
a historic moment, as she became the 
first African Chairperson for our move-
ment. 

We give thanks to God for guiding our 
discernment during this International 
Meeting. We trust that the decisions 
made will shape our “prayerful action” 
during the years to come. We look for-
ward to seeing how the Spirit works in 
our midst as we put our faith into action. 

 

The story of our faith is a story of hope.  

Hope is the belief that life is stronger than 
death. 

Hope is the conviction that love wins. 

Hope is the certainty that the lies of 
scarcity and hatred will always crumble 
before the goodness, generosity and 
abundance of God. 

—Katie Reimer,  
incoming Executive Director, WDPIC 

Bible Study by Ulrike & Viola

Working Groups (WG) 
Administration WG—to determine objectives and responsibility for financing, to 
receive financial reports and propose a budget.  

Themes/Countries WG—to select themes and authors for World Day of Prayer 
services.  

Nominations WG—to organize and preside over the election of the Chairperson 
and Regional Representatives for the WDP International Executive Committee.   

Centennial celebration WG—(1927 – 2027) – to develop the celebration’s concept 
of the 100 years of global ecumenical prayers and actions led by women.  

Prayerful action WG—to propose WDP engagement and responses to climate 
justice, connecting women with water, migration, food security, and elimination 
of violence (Thursdays in Black Campaign)
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OUTGOING EXECUTIVE  

COMMITTEE 

 
CHAIRPERSON Laurence Gangloff 
(France) 
TREASURER Susan Jackson-Dowd 
(United States) 
  
AFRICA  
Henriette Mbatchou (Cameroon) 
Joyce Larko Steiner (Ghana) 
  
ASIA  
Vino Schubert (Sri Lanka) 
Moumita Biswas (India) 
  
CARIBBEAN/NORTH AMERICA  
Ruth V. E. Phillips (Barbados)  
 
EUROPE  
Emmanuelle Bauer (Luxembourg) 
Senka Šestak Peterlin (Croatia) 
  
LATIN AMERICA  
Rebeca Cascante (Costa Rica) 
Esther Susana Menke Renner (Brazil) 
  

MIDDLE EAST  
Maral Haidostian (Lebanon) 
Nora Carmi (Palestine) 
  
PACIFIC  
Vicki Marney (Australia) 
 
INCOMING EXECUTIVE  

COMMITTEE  
CHAIRPERSON Joyce Larko Steiner 
(Ghana) 
TREASURER Deanne Newland  
(United States) 
  
AFRICA  
Rosalie Akoue ep Adze (Gabon) 
Queen Bridget Chisha (Zambia) 
  
ASIA  
Devika Ukwatte (Sri Lanka) 
Jyoti Singh Pillai (India) 
  
CARIBBEAN/NORTH AMERICA  
Ruth V. E. Phillips (Barbados) 
Stephanie McClellan (Canada) 
  
 

EUROPE  
Edith Toth (Romania) 
Senka Šestak Peterlin (Croatia) 
  
LATIN AMERICA  
Maria Laura Tolu (Argentina) 
Reeba Imola Webster Bennett  
(Honduras) 
  
MIDDLE EAST  
Maral Haidostian (Lebanon) 
Emel Susin (Turkey) 
  
PACIFIC  
Vicki Marney (Australia) 
Amanda Sanele Iosefo (Samoa) 
 

WDP Scotland’s Closing Blessing

Themes and Writers for 2027–31 
2027 – WDPIC: “United in Prayer for Justice and Peace!” 
2028 - Costa Rica: “Leading the Way in Grace” 
2029 – Italy: “Compassion Brings Healing” 
2030 – Nepal: “ As the Earth Rests, People Can Eat” 
2031 – Jamaica: “A Sign of Faith”
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Towards a Future with Hope 
BY KATIE REIMER

The World Day of Prayer is a move-
ment committed to praying to-

gether, across boundaries of country, 
language, culture, age and denomina-
tion. Praying together moves us towards 
a future with hope. Praying together 
changes us as we orient ourselves to the 
lives of our sisters across the world. Pray-
ing together moves us beyond our lives, 
expanding our experience of how God 
works in the world. As we pray together, 
we join the expansive heart of God. 
When we pray with the heart of God, the 
Spirit is released. And what the Spirit 
does when we pray together is often sur-
prising and always life-giving. Indeed, 
God has plans for us to grow and thrive, 
and when we pray together, we move to-
wards that hope filled future. 

It is always the little things that people 
do which sets this world transforming 
prayer movement into motion. A woman 
deciding to read part of the liturgy for a 
WDP service. A woman saying yes to 
serving on her National Committee. A 
woman finding a venue for a regional 
gathering or a writer workshop. A 
woman deciding to change part of her 
lifestyle based on the testimony heard in 
a prayer service. All of these seemingly 
small things are the movements that 
change the world. Each woman who 
gives of herself makes this global pray-
ing together a reality. All of these small 
gestures are forms of prayer. And all of 

these moments of saying yes to God 
come together and move us all towards 
a future filled with beauty, meaning and 
possibility. 

I am amazed by all I have seen in my first 
six months as the Executive Director of 
this profound movement. And yet, deep 
within, I have a suspicion that our move-
ment doesn’t yet know how powerful it 
is. As a person with the privilege to see 
the big picture, I must share how moving 
it is to witness so many of the small ges-
tures that make up our great prayer 
movement. The women I met in Cook Is-
lands singing the Lord’s Prayer together 
in the Māori language. The women who 
traveled for days or hours to attend part 
of the World Council of Churches gather-
ing in Karlsruhe, Germany, all in hopes of 

meeting one or a few WDP women face 
to face. The women who committed to 
the sometimes unglamorous work of ad-
ministration to make our movement fi-
nancially and spiritually sustainable. The 
Palestinian women who labored 
painstakingly over every word this sum-
mer to finalize the 2024 program. The 
sisterhood from Africa that gathered in 
Ghana to see Joyce’s induction as our 
first African chairperson. The young 
women who breathed fresh life into our 
International Meeting, even as they 
called us to a time of grieving for our sis-
ter Ruth from Cuba, who left this world 
far too soon. The small gestures I see al-
most every day are too numerous to 
count, but they are the heartbeat that 
moves us towards a future with hope. 

I am certain that the World Day of Prayer 
is one of the ways that God is moving our 
whole world into a future with hope. 
Prayer is the primary way that we move 
into the plans that God has for us. And 
praying together in eternal friendship 
reflects the Triune God, multiplying our 
individual prayers until they spill out 
and bless the whole world with a future 
filled with hope. 

Katie Reimer, Executive Director,  

World Day of Prayer International

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Supporting women, youth and children through education, mentoring, shelter, seedbank and food distribu-
tion programs, clean water, and empower the victims of domestic violence and human trafficking.  
 
Providing assistance for widows, refugees, migrants and victims of war, especially those in Ukraine this year. 
 
Care for the families hit by COVID-19. Donate masks, gloves and hand sanitizers to schools and respiratory 
equipment for COVID-19 patients;   
 
Promote Christian education for children and youth, grant scholarship for women's theological formation and 
sponsor ecumenical initiatives;  
 
Organize WDP locally and nationally, support the regional and international WDP coordination, and con-
tribute to WDPIC leadership by donating to the Fund for Tomorrow.

WDP at a Glance
The World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement led by Chris-

tian women who welcome all to join in prayer and action for peace and 
justice. The common day of observance is the first Friday of March, but local 
WDP activities are held all year long. 

The 2022 Journal is based on 82 reports out of the 146 countries that re-
ceived the WDP worship service materials. The COVID-19 pandemic is still 
ongoing and has had various effects around the world. Every country re-
ported the series of alternatives created to deal with the impact of the pan-
demic in their well-planned WDP activities. Among the initiatives, we find 
worship service videos, virtual worship services live on social media or via 
web conferencing, and worship services in small gatherings in churches, 
homes, parks and gardens.  

The Journal is downloadable from the website and a PDF copy is emailed to 
National Committees and ecumenical partners. The worship service mate-
rials prepared by the writer committees are accessible from the password 
protected Member’s section of the WDPIC website. These are available to 
the liaison of each National Committee. 

HOW WILL WDP OFFERING MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN ENGLAND, WALES AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND AROUND THE WORLD? 

World Day of Prayer Guiding Principles acknowledge that all people have something to give and to receive. The local groups 
receive the worship service and respond with giving. One of our Guiding Principles states “Through the WDP offering 

women share their resources with women and children around the world. The exchange of stories and gifts illustrates the WDP 
motto of “Informed prayer. Prayerful action.” 

WDP England, Wales and Northern Ireland has indicated a few projects from church women’s organizations to support as a sign 
of our solidarity. The projects aim to impact the lives of women and communities by empowering individuals to work together 
within their local communities, providing mental health and wellbeing services, empowering young girls to be themselves, to 
develop and use their gifts and skills, and assisting and providing support to youths battling addiction. 

The National/Regional Committees reported that this year’s offering will be given to their local community and abroad for the 
following purposes: 

Countries: 146

Regions:  7

Languages: 91

Participants: 
1,182,120 

Worship Services: 
25,708 
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WDP 1927–2031 

THEME TIMELINE 

We have a new poster! It showcases 104 
years of World Day of Prayer history.              

From 1927 to 2031, the poster displays the 
themes and writer countries which have moti-
vated our prayers and actions.  

Hanging this poster on your wall to promote 
WDP is a great way to start traveling around the 
world. The poster is an educational tool to talk 
about the issues that we have raised awareness 
and advocated for over generations. It also 
demonstrates where in the world women are 
leading this ecumenical movement. 

Besides that, this year we incorporated expres-
sions of WDP in the seven regions we are or-
ganized: Africa, Asia, Caribbean and North 
America, Europe, Latin America, Middle East, 
and Pacific. You can invite the children and 
youth to match the photos with the theme and 
the region. 

There are two ways that you can order the 
poster this year. You can order a printed copy 
from the WDPIC office (email—admin@world 
dayofprayer.net) or you can order the art de-
sign and print the poster in your country. 

The prices are:  

1 to 10 printed posters = $ 6.50 each poster plus 
shipping;  

11 to 99 printed posters = $ 5.50 each poster 
plus shipping;  

Over 100 printed posters = $ 4.50 each poster 
plus shipping; 

Digital Art Design = $100
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Africa
1934 faP a foo the Peace of Je sale M J W

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

WW L H f

Latin America
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WDP Wo Y
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WDP W
WDP W

e American W

WDP Wodern Lif

WDP Weople f

W

WDP Wers T

ook Christian T
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elthWaderaThe W
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oung Werian Yesb

cArthurWY
ylerT

er
arefy Ya1927 Pray Yee Ther foore M ryy Hough, USA

1928 Breaking Down Barriers Mrs. M. H. Lichlit r,, USA
1929 That They May All Be One Florence G. Ty r,, USA
1931 Yee Shall Be My Witnesses K.W. M r,, Canada
1939 Let Us Put Our Love into Deeds & Make it Real 

Pr byyt Yo Woomen, USA
1943 F r,, I Prayy That They May All Be One 

Georgia Harkness and Sadie Grayy Mayys, USA
1948 Woorld at Prayyer Jessie M. B r,, We hyy Honsinger

Fisher and Helen Smith Shoemak r,, USA
1952 Christ, Our Hope Migrants, Share Croppers and Native

Americans, USA
1956 One Flock One Shepherd C Trraining

School, Phoenix, Arizona, USA
1960 Labour Toogether with God Woomen of Canada
1961 Forward through the Ages (75th Anniversary) Sue

Weeddell, USA
1965 What Doth the Lord Require? Pearl McNeil, USA
1971 A New P foor a New Age Woomen of the 

Caribbean
1978 Community Spirit in M fee Woomen of 

Canada
1981 The Earth is the Lord's Nativ Woomen, USA
1983 New Persons in Christ Woomen of the Caribbean
1996 God Calls Us to Respond Woomen of Haiti
2008 God's Wisdom Provides New Understanding WDP

Woomen of  Guyana
2015 Jesus Said t Yoou Know What I Have Done

t Yoou? Woomen of the Bahamas
2018 All God's Cr Veery Good! WDP Suriname
2031  A Sign of Faith WDP Jamaica

Asia
1930

y fa
WDP W

upperelen Ta
 KfaThat Jesus Mayy Be Liftted Up Helen Kim, Koorea

1932 Hold Fast in Prayyer H Tu r,, India
1933 Follow Thou Me C.C. Chen, China
1941 Thy Kingdom Come Woomen of Shanghai, China
1947 Make Level in the Desert a Highway foor our God 

Isabel Caleb, India
1950 Faith of Our Time Michi Kiwai, Japan

1934
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e YRise! T

W
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W
Missionar

Missionarw

y faPray foor the Peac
South Africa

1937 Thou Art The Ch
Shaw,, ryy

1946 The Things That
ryy

1953 Waalk As Childre
1969 Gro Toogeth

Southern Africa
1979 Spiritual Growth

Ec Foound
1991 On the Journey T
1995 The Earth is a Ho

Ghana
1998 Who is My Neig
2006 Signs of the Tim
2010 Let Everything th

Woomen of Camero
2020 Taak Yoour M
2026 I Will Giv Yoou R

Europe
1935 

f
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Y

chaedor
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ear YB Yee One Ano
Boetzelaer van Du

1940 In Quietness and
Strength Muriel a

1945 The Church Univ
Central Committe

1951 P feect Love Cas
degard S r,,

1957 Who Shall Sepa
in Exile

1964 Let Us Pray Made
1966 Yoou Are My Witn
1972 All Joy B Yoours
1977 Love in Action W

Republic
1982 The People Of G

foor Service  WDP
of Northern Irelan

orld DaWWo ayy
of Praayyer

A global ecumenical 
movement led by 
Christian women
who welcome all 
to join in prayer 
and action for 

peace and justice 
on the first Friday 

of March.
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hrist, The Son of Living God Mabel
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t Make foor Our Peace Mabel S r,,

n of Light Woomen of Africa
her in Christ Woomen o Weest and

h Woomen of Africa at Mindolo 
dation
Toogether Woomen o Kenyya

foor All People Woomen of
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mes Woomen of South Africa

hat has Breath Praise God WDP
oon
M Waalk WDP Zimbabwe

Rest: Come Woomen of Nigeria

P W
ed in W–

WDP W
WDP W

WDP W
 Fot

yassadena V
erman

 Wee f
f W

er
e Y

oness Vother's Burdens Bar Vaan 
ubbeldam, Holland
d in Confidence Shall B Yoour
and Doris Lest r,, England
versal Representative o Woomen's WDP

foor England, Waales and Ireland
steth Out Fear Else Niemoeller and Hil-
G nyy
rate Us…? Ser Va dyy,, Hungarian 

eleine Bar t,, Frrance/WCC
nesses Woomen of Scotland

Woomen of Europe
Woomen of German Democratic 

od – Gather Woorship, Scattered
Woomen of the Republic of Ireland and 

nd

1936

aeading the W

od's T

ender Tod's T

WDP W
f Lifation f

On Earth, Peace, Goodwill T
Laura Jorquera, Chile

1955 Abide in Me Jorgelina Lo
1962 For God So Loved the W
1976 Educ foor All o fee
1988 Open Doors Woom
1993 God's People: Instruments o

Guatemala
1999 G Te Toouch WDP W
2004 In Faith, Women Shape the F

Panama
2007 United Under G Tee
2011 How many Loaves Hav
2016 Receive Children, Receiv
2028 L Waayy in Grace WDP Costa Rica

Pacific 
1938 

WDP Wou Wade Y
WDP V

f PWDP W
embers Y

WDP W–f
WDP WChoose Lif

WDP W
T

WDP WLiff

 A WThe Church, Woorld Fellowship Alice E. Henderson,
New Zealand

1958 The Bread of fee Woomen of Australia
1967 Of His Kingdom There Shall Be No End Queen Salote,

Toonga Islands
1973 Alert in Our Time Woomen of New Zealand
1986 fee! Woomen of Australia
2001 Infoormed Prayer – Prayerful Action Woomen of

Samoa
2009 In Christ There Are Many M Yeet One Body

Woomen o Paapua New Guinea
2021 Build on a Strong Foundation Vaanuatu
2025 I M Yo Woonderful Woomen of Cook Islands

he WT Woorld 
1942

gyptom EWDP WT

F
e Wod W

omen in New Yefugee WDP WI am the WWaay R Wo Yoork City
1944 G Woondered That Ther Waas No Intercessor 

Frrom statements of 150 nationals and repatriated 
missionaries from over 100 countries

1970 Taake Courage! Woomen fr Eg t,, India, Jamaica,
Philippines and USA

8 C d R j i ! (C t i l A i ) WDPIC
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WDP Wach Us T
WDP Wa
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 Michi Ki ai, Japan
y Mayy Have fee Sarah Chakko, India

an Conquerors Woomen of S Koorea
One Another's Burdens Rathie Selvaratham,

Builders of Peace Woomen of Japan
ble Freedom Woomen of Thailand

rough Prayyer and Action Woomen of India
Too Prayy Woomen of Burma 

r)
ed Which Grows into A Tree Woomen of
ea
umi, Yo Woomen Stand Up! Woomen
ia
e Prevail Woomen of M ayysia

ng Unfaair t Yoou? WDP Philippines
ard A Yo Faaith Woomen o Taaiwan
rth Rests, People Can Eat WDP Nepal

al

Wor Y
–

f FW
ou Wanger and YI W

WDP W
WDP W

W–erman
WDP W

C
WDP Wustice fwer T

WDP WLiving W
of Northern Ireland

1984 Waater from Christ Our Hope Woomen of
Sweden

1990 A Bett Toomorrow,, J foor All  Woomen of
Czzechoslovakia

1992 Living Wisely With Creation Woomen of Austria,
G nyy – Weest and Switzerland

2002 Challenged to Reconcile Woomen of Romania
2005 Let Our Light Shine  Woomen of Poland
2013 Waas A Str Yo Weelcomed Me WDP

Woomen o Frrance
2019 Come – Everything is Ready WDP Slovenia 
2022 I Know the Plans I Have F Yoou WDP England, Waales

& N. Ireland
2029 Compassion Brings Healing WDP It lyy

er fa

ersar1987 Come and Rejoice! (Centennial Anniv ryy) WDPIC
Executive Committee

2027 United in Prayy foor Justice and Peace! WDPIC 
International

Middle East

f PWDP W
g Y

f EWDP W
WDP W

f PWDP W
f EWDP Werf

f EWDP W1959 Lord, I believe Woomen o Eggypt
1975 Become P feectly One Woomen o Eggypt
1994 Go, See and Act Woomen o Paalestine
2003 Holy Spirit, Fill Us Woomen of Lebanon
2014 Streams in the Desert Woomen o Eggypt
2024 I Be Yoou… Bear With One Another In Love 

Woomen o Paalestine

DP worship service themes and writers, WDP 1927–2030. Design by: Laura Lee, Louisville, Kentucky

f f
fed fh Mariet Trueba (1991-2021), WDP Cuba. Originally creat foor the 2021 WDPIC Journal. On December 5th, 2021, Ruth unexpectedly leftt us and made her return to God.

d honor her witness o faaith, ecumenical leadership, and commitment to God's dream of justice and peace. May she rest in eternal peace.
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The WDP Journal is an annual publication of the World Day of Prayer  
International Committee (WDPIC). It is based on the Annual Reports  

written by the WDP National/Regional Committees. It offers an overview of the 
global movement from its local context and includes expressions of prayer  
and action based on the annual theme. WDPIC promotes the sharing of  
information. Therefore, the Journal can be freely downloaded from the WDPIC 
website, and it can be reproduced provided acknowledgment is given to the 
source of information. All photos were originally sent from WDP Committees 
with the understanding that they might be published.  
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For more information about World Day of Prayer  
please write to: 

World Day of Prayer International Committee 
475 Riverside Drive Suite 729 

New York, NY 10115 USA 
Tel: 1-212-870-3049 

Email: admin@worlddayofprayer.net 
Facebook: World Day of Prayer—International Committee 

Instagram: worlddayofprayerinternational 
To download the Journal, visit our website: 

www.worlddayofprayer.net

 

TAIWAN 

“I Have Heard About Your Faith” 
March 3, 2023 

One of the WDP Guiding Principles states that ‘Prayer is rooted in 
listening to God and to one another. In WDP we listen to the 

Word of God and to voices of women sharing their hopes and fears, 
their joys and sorrows, their opportunities and needs.’  

The theme of the worship service “I Have Heard About Your Faith,” 
based on the letter to the Ephesians, is an invitation to active listen-
ing, which is the ground of our prayers. Following the example of the 
letter (1:15–19), where the author praises the church for their faith in 
Jesus and love toward all the saints, the worship service contextual-
izes the witness of the saints with the stories from Taiwan.   

The worship service shares the letters of encouragement sent to 
women who faced suffering and injustice. Their stories of faith con-
template issues that are shared by women and girls around the 
world and that continue to challenge us to prayerful action.   

They remind us of the urgency to protect the environment and have a 
nuclear-free homeland; to be aware of the gender stereotypes 
women face when defying the traditional role in the workplace or in 
the family, and to care for the healing of the victims of verbal and 
sexual abuses. It also brings to light the hidden struggle of the essen-
tial workers during the pandemic who had to balance between work 
and family in a vulnerable economic situation. The sisters thank God 
for the natural resources of the island and pray for wisdom in face of 
the political isolation of Taiwan in the international community. 
They ask for our prayers.   

What are the stories of faith in your community? How do you encour-
age them with your prayers and actions? Include those stories in the 
WDP activities. Praise God and be inspired by those testimonies of 
love and justice.  

May God give us the wisdom and courage to tell the stories of faith 
that transform lives. 

 

PALESTINE 

“I Beg You… Bear With One Another in Love” 
March 1, 2024 

The World Day of Prayer is an ecumenical movement inspired by 
the motto “Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action.” We follow the 

example of Jesus Christ, who prayed from a place of knowledge and 
care for the world, and who acted from a place of prayer and connec-
tion to God.  

An ecumenical group of Palestinian Christian women have prayed 
and reflected together over the past several years to respond to the 
invitation to write the 2024 program. Their theme is “I Beg You... Bear 
With One Another in Love,” based on Ephesians 4:1–7. This program 
calls us to bear with each other in love, despite all difficulties and op-
pression.    

The Worship Service shares stories of three Palestinian Christian 
women, who witness to the power of bearing together in love. Their 
stories illuminate the experiences of Palestinian women from three 
different generations. The symbol of an olive tree is used throughout 
the worship service. This represents the three generations through 
the trunk, branches, and leaves of the olive tree.    

The Palestinian Christian women who wrote this worship service 
have invited the world to pray for peace, justice and freedom of reli-
gion and freedom of movement. Their prayers specifically call us to 
pray with women, refugees, persons experiencing homelessness, and 
all who are sick, dying and grieving. They also call us to confess to our 
collective role in causing the climate crisis, and to commit to repair-
ing what we have destroyed. Finally, they call us, the global church, to 
be united in treating all with justice and love.   

This program was developed entirely in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Taking on the responsibility of being a writer country is al-
ways a rigorous journey, but it was particularly difficult given the 
changed realities of a world suffering under a global pandemic. We 
are grateful to our Palestinian Christian sisters for navigating this 
process with grace and patience. 
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