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FROM THE CHAIRPERSON

Offering Living Water
By Corinna Harbig

D

Dear World Day of Prayer Sisters,

Then, the Egyptian committee invited us to be at the well and enter into
dialogue about our own experiences of deserts and living water. Who
had offered us the living water that
transformed our deserts? How can
we offer the living water to others?

I greet you warmly on behalf of the
World Day of Prayer International
Comittee!
Streams in the Desert (Isaiah 35:6),
the World Day of Prayer (WDP) service written by the WDP Committee
of Egypt, was celebrated on March
7th 2014. This Journal holds an
overview of the global experience!
When this theme was chosen in
2007, at the International Conference in Toronto, nobody could
expect the political turbulence
in Egypt, followed by the “Arab
Spring Revolution” of January 25th
2011. The writing process in times
of protests, political instability and
insecurity for Christians was a real
challenge for the Egyptian WDP
Committee.

This was really a touching moment
in the service! Many of us felt that
by sharing with each other we could
experience right there, at the service, our motto of “informed prayer
and prayerful action.”

Who had offered us the living water that
transformed our deserts?
How can we offer the living water to
others?

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to the dear
sisters of the WDP Committee of Egypt for this wonderfully
touching and encouraging service.

Yes, it was a challenge, but also an opportunity. The service
became a stream in the desert. All over the world the WDP
women focused their preparations on the situation of our
sisters and the people of Egypt. Updated information was
essential to the process. More than ever before, the “informed prayer” became so close to us, as we followed all
the news coming from Egypt; and we prayed for a peaceful change in the country. The sisters of the Egyptian writer committee felt the support of prayer from all over the
world.

We will remain faithful to the theme of sharing the livingwater by following the footsteps of Jesus as the WDP Committee of Bahamas invites us for 2015 Do you know what I have done to you?

Streams in the Desert flowed from the conversation of the
Samaritan woman with Jesus at the well. These words
pointed us to two directions:

		

• Streams of water, such as from the river Nile, which
change a desert, a dry land, into a blossoming, fruitful and
life-giving land.
• Theologically, it is the living water given by Jesus
Christ, which makes our life joyfully worth and spiritually
fruitful.

World Day of Prayer
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The witness of the Samaritan woman may remain with us for a while,
filling our hearts with the living
water given by Jesus, and encouraging us to share this living water
with others by an ongoing process
of “informed prayer and prayerful
action.”

Peace and blessings to all.
Thanks for your commitment to
World Day of Prayer!		
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Dialogue at the well
John 4:3-26, 39-42
have to keep coming here to draw water”.
Jesus - “Go, call your husband and
come back.”

Austria

A well or a spring is a source of water
needed in the desert, needed for life! I
can imagine myself by the well, looking down at the water. The water is
like a mirror. I can see not only myself,
but if I look closer, I can see the whole
world. I can see streams forming in the
desert. I can see Jesus offering this
living water, and I can see women
and children gladly receiving it and
bringing it back to their community. I
can see them offering this living water
to all they encounter. I can see God
transforming deserts of desolation,
destruction, and despair into streams
of loving, and living water. What if we
begin our own conversation at the
well?

She - “I have no husband,”
Jesus - “You are right when you say you
have no husband. The fact is, you have
had five husbands, and the man you
now have is not your husband. What
you have just said is quite true.”
She - “Sir, I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshipped on this
mountain, but you Jews claim that the
place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”
Jesus - “Believe me, woman, a time is
coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You, Samaritans, worship what you do not know; we worship what we
do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming,
and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers
the Father seeks. God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”

Jesus left Judea, and went back once
more to Galilee. Now he had to go
through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria called
Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son,
Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was
from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the
sixth hour. Then came a woman of Samaria to draw water,
Jesus said to her: “Will you give me a drink? (For His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) The Samaritan
woman said to him, “You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan
woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not
associate with Samaritans).

She - “I know that Messiah (called Christ) is coming. When he
comes, he will explain everything to us.”
Jesus - “I who speak to you am he.”

Jesus - “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that asks
you for a drink, you would have asked him, and he would
have given you living water.”

She - “You, the Messiah?!”
Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the
town and said to the people, “Come, see a man who told me
everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” They came
out of the town and made their way toward him. Many of
the Samaritans from that town believed in him because
of the woman’s testimony: “He told me everything I did”.
So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to
stay with them, and he stayed two days. And because of
his words many more became believers. They said to the
woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said;
now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man
really is the Savior of the world.”

She - “Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the well is
deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you greater
than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it
himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?”
Jesus - “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,
but whoever drinks the water that I give, will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give will become in him a spring of water
welling up to eternal life.”
She - “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and
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FROM THE WRITER COUNTRY

Our World Day of Prayer
Commitee could not
have known the adventure ahead of us when
we embarked on this
journey. We learned and
experienced so much, all
within the context of the
shifting religious, social,
and political context of
Egypt. When Egypt, was
assigned this theme in
2007, long before any
notion of the “Arab
Spring” was afloat, we
did not know how appropriate this theme
would be in light of later developments! Indeed the theme has led
us to appreciate, more
than ever, the richness
of God’s care and provision within turmoil;
knowing that Christians
in over 170 countries
were praying for Egypt.

By WDP Women of Egypt
no doubt that on the global
level we’ve all been faithful
ambassadors for our country,
constantly clarifying information about Egypt. Members of the WDP Committee
received many invitations
to speak, and this naturally
strengthened the Committee.
At a local level, this experience helped build community, increased ecumenical
relationships, strengthened
the organization, mobilized
new women, expanded the
Biblical perspective, taught
us new perspectives about
our own country (especially women’s needs), raised
awareness on social concerns, and collected offerings
to support women’s projects.

Egypt

O

Streams in the Desert

A big Thank you to
WDPIC for giving us this
chance to be a
writer country, and for continued
encouragement and support.

God has touched not only the desert of countless individual lives,
transforming spiritual bareness
into fruitful soil, but He has also
flooded our country with His spiritual streams, bringing national
unity where there was division and strife. The burning
of many churches, the devastation of countless Christian properties, and the massacre of innocent Christians,
was meant to cause a civil war between Christians and
Muslims. However, it led to the exact opposite! Instead
of feelings of hatred and the impulse to seek retaliation,
the Christian Church was so flooded with the Lord’s spiritual streams of forgiveness and love, that the result was
a wonderful unity, not only between the different Christian denominations, but also between Christians and the
Muslim majority.

Perseverance is a must. A single
person cannot produce good worship services or study materials
overnight! They need a joint effort
of the Committee, and a lot of time and dedication. Even
though our Committee wrote the materials, we still had
to gather women to study and prepare throughout our
own country. Promotion Day was hosted at the Bible Society of Egypt, and representatives of many WDP groups
attended. We began with a tour of the Bible Society, followed by our meeting. We then divided ourselves into
language groups (English, Arabic and the Sudanese Dialect of Arabic) for the Bible Studies. The meeting ended
with prayer and fellowship over tea.
We then visited women’s groups in various churches,
telling them about WDP and making invitations to this
year’s worship services. Some confessed they had never
heard of WDP, and many were delighted to join the celebrations. We also sent emails to Egyptian friends abroad,

As the writing country, we continually answered questions and sent email responses to queries about all sorts
of topics, including women in Egypt, the political situation, and even about favorite Egyptian dishes. There is

World Day of Prayer
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We learned that even while
depending on the Lord for
guidance, it is very important
to listen to one another, and
to continue revising the written
material.
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Tunisia

with prayer. A woman living in the south of Egypt, in
the distant town of Luxor, discovering that no WDP service was taking place nearby, was emailed a copy of the
service (both in English and in Arabic).
The Committee encouraged her to organize one, which
she did superbly, using the actual desert as her location.
Among the prayers offered was a petition for rain, as
this particular part of the country had been suffering
from drought for over two years. To the amazement of
the rest of Luxor, the Lord instantly answered their petition, and torrents of rain kept falling for two consecutive
days. We praise the Lord that none of our celebrations
were hindered in any way by unrest or violence. On the
contrary, all our celebrations were joyous, peaceful, and
extremely well attended—in fact, much better attended
than in years when threats did not exist!
In the turbulence of the last three years, active care for
our neighbors who do not share our Christian faith has
been crucial. Extending a helping hand to those who
sought to do us harm, has resulted in the miraculous
transformation of many. In fact, Christians in Egypt
have been uniting in prayer as never before. In addition
to worshipping in our own church buildings, Christians
from all the various denominations gathered at an outdoor church in a cave on the Moquattam Mountain in
Cairo to pray for the country. On 11-11-2011 (and several times after that) over 60,000 people gathered for 12
consecutive hours, singing, praising God, and praying.
Members of the Egypt WDP Committee prayed with
this multitude.
As we reflected on the process of writing and supporting the WDP Celebration, we learned that without the
Lord’s guidance and empowerment, we can do nothing.
We are indeed grateful for His continued sustenance.
Germany

some of whom had never participated in a WDP service.
A friend in London not only participated, but also invited
the Egyptian Consul in London, and secured an article
about World Day of Prayer in The Egyptian Today, a leading Egyptian daily paper! Another email to an Egyptian
friend in Iraq, resulted in a WDP worship service in Karkook. We celebrated together with the rest of the world,
through processions of women in Egyptian costumes,
dramatic readings and role-plays, and wells with flowing
water. The service brought out our creative and artistic
talents through music, artwork, colorful decorations, and
clothing in colors of the Egyptian flag.
In all our celebrations, young people were a tremendous
help, offering their talents and agility. A congregation in
Cairo was thrilled by the participation of members of the
Egypt Council of Churches, with a Catholic cardinal giving the sermon, and a Coptic-Orthodox bishop closing
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Middle East
Lebanon

Jordan

Lebanon

World Day of Prayer is celebrated primarily with worship and prayer. 9 worship services were coducted in 5
cities. We encouraged young women from all churches to attend. We used announcements in churches as
the primary means of invitation to WDP celebrations.
Streams in the Desert was just the right title for Jordan
this year, spiritually and environmentally. This year
we had lack of rain and that resulted in dry land. Our
people were looking to God for His provision of water so that we will not suffer in summer. Spiritually we
needed the Streams of the Holy Spirit to fill our land,
houses and churches, especially with the flow of the
Syrian refugees into our land and their search for God.

The theme struck a cord in our hearts. We live through
very troubled times in the Middle East today. The
whole region may seem like a desert full of fear, panic and anger. But in this time of turmoil and fear, Jesus invites us all to come to Him and drink from the
stream of living water. Here we see drinking as believing. When we believe, we open our hands and hearts
to receive what His grace offers –we come to drink and
despair and anger are replaced with faith, hope and
love.
WDP Celebrations began with music and a costumed
procession, the altar was covered by a beautiful Egyptian patchwork quilt, and two women sang Arabic
hymns with piano, flute and violin. Our speaker took
us on a long journey from the Old Testament’s Feast of
the Tabernacle, to the living water in the New Testament
Feast, when Jesus cries out, “If anyone thirsts, let him
come to me and drink. He who believes in me as the Scripture
has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living waters.”
At the end of the service all attendees received a card
with the following prayer:

Our prayerful action was directed toward prison ministry in Jordan and ministries with refugees from Syria. Our prayers and our offering focused on these two
groups. We have special clinics, food supplies, visits
and prayers with them, holding special lectures on
overcoming grief, understanding each other and protecting health. We also lead Bible Studies.

World Day of Prayer
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Egypt

Palestine
We welcomed a large group of German pilgrims who
had specifically come for the WDP service. The presence of an ecumenical youth group known as the Children of Mary, members of a Christian Peacemakers
Team from Hebron, nuns, and lay people all added
blessing to the celebration. The gospel was read in Arabic and English and the orthodox representative sang
a Lenten litany.
In Bethlehem, the Bible studies were presented at the
beginning of the service. The readers processed, accompanied by a female pastor from an English-speaking congregation. A woman in the service wore Egyptian jewelry, and a young girl wore the Palestinian
national costume, both adding color and tradition.
After the service the church offered refreshments and
hospitality. Altogether, there were four services in Jerusalem, Ramallah, Bethlehem, and Nablus.
Egypt is biblically closely connected with the Holy
Land. Streams in the Desert was very relevant in our
land, which has become arid and dry because water
rights issues. Some Palestinians are forced to buy their
water; others cannot even get clean drinking water. The
streams will flow only when justice is restored, values
uplifted and the dignity of human beings preserved.
For Palestinian women, the suffering of the Egyptian
women is very close to our hearts. We feel the pain of
our sisters in Egypt, and share our support, standing
by them and praying that their country is on the way
to become a blessed haven for all its inhabitants.

May clean, clear water bless us,
wellspring or waterfall,
Life in abundance

flowing, cleansing, refreshing.
May we use wisely
God’s gift of water

And cherish each drop;

Bring life to earth’s deserts.
Jesus, pour your water,

greening and satisfying,
Jordan

On the dry dustiness

of the deserts within us.

Holy Spirit, flow through us;
Revive our faithfulness,
Cleanse our sinfulness,

Fill us with prayerfulness.

Ruth Burgess and Chris Polhil, in Eggs and Ashes WGP,
UK. (2004)
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Tunisia

streamer in the stream coming from the pot, running
down the steps towards the congregation. Many participated in this prayerful action, along with the act
of giving toward CARITAS, an organization working
with the elderly and immigrants.
The service location helped us to mobilize more young
women who assisted with the drama and with music. Our service used English, French, Latin and Arabic. The Taize chants, in Latin, are simple to learn and
bring us all together. We sang ‘O Lord, hear our Prayer’
during the intercessions, in English and Arabic, which
was very inclusive to all. It was a lovely service and
the little feast we put on afterwards was a great opportunity for people from different churches to enjoy
fellowship together. We had a wonderful service!
Thank you Egypt!!

Turkey
Celebrations for WDP occurred in Istanbul, encompassing Turkish, Arabic and German language groups.
Each used the poster for promoting the programs and
also incorporated the photos before or after the service,
depending on the location. Women were interested in
the artist’s thoughts on the artwork, and also made
their own observations and interpretations. Prayers
were lifted for 12 Greek Orthodox Nuns who had been
kidnapped in Maloula Monastria, Syria (they gained
their freedom 3 days later). In addition, paper shapes
representing drops of water were circulated so that every woman could write places or moments in her life,
where she could find water within her desert.
Bible Studies allowed women to prepare for the service. We found it helpful to see that these Egyptian
women share the same hopes and challenges. Many of
us also live as minorities among different cultures and
religions. Learning about Egypt gives us encouragement to face our own difficulties. God is walking among us, and the Gospel creates new bridges
by bringing together Christians within countries and
across the globe. The picture of springs in the desert
helps us within our hopelessness and darkness. Our
prayerful action included support for a Syrian Orthodox foundation, which works with a network of other
churches in providing assistance to Syrian migrants in
Turkey.

Tunisia
The theme was particularly relevant for Tunisians and
expats living here. We share similar experiences and
perspectives with Egypt: recent revolution, the challenges of Christians living as minorities (especially in
countries that have been influential in Christian history), the variety of women in each country, and the need
for unity. We all have dry and desolate periods in our
lives- the service provided opportunities for reflection.
We set up a well using a terra cotta pot for the dramatic
reading, and displayed a basket containing blue, white
and turquoise streamers. After the meditation we invited everyone to bring prayers written on papers to
stick on the altar rail. Upon returning, they placed a

World Day of Prayer
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Africa
Cameroon

Angola

Botswana

We learned that God does not abandon women. God
responds to our prayers, as He knows our concerns,
difficulties, and problems. Our celebration was truly
participatory, with more than 2000 concerned women
worshipping and sharing these moments of prayers,
tears, and joys. Our celebrations took us to Egypt and
helped us to understand that Egypt is also a place that
gives and protects life; even Jesus’ family found refuge
there.

We prepared to celebrate World Day of Prayer by
studying its history and by involving many churches
in the planning. We held a Bible Study with an invited
speaker to introduce the theme: Streams in the Desert.

In our preparatory meetings, we reflected on our own
situations and actively prayed for these concerns. We
also raised awareness to help women break the silence
and to know that we are all equal before the law. We
created a Center to educate women and men to overcome all forms of violence.
We are aware of our situation as an African country;
where there is injustice and lack of peace, women are
always affected. Women are victims of rape together
with their daughters; or abandoned when their husbands are killed. We have launched an appeal! We are
challenging women to break the silence with prayers
and action, like the Samaritan, a woman who did good
for her community.

World Day of Prayer
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We learned that Egypt is a desert. We were reminded
that even if things are hard, life must go on in difficult
times. God is true through the hardships. Hardships
should not separate us from the love of God, for nothing is impossible with God. We found that there was
unity among women.
The church was decorated with our local colors and we
flew the Egyptian flag. The dramas demonstrated the
lives of Egyptian women, and were enacted by some of
the young mothers. We found them to be very educational and touching. The worship drew together women, irrespective of their beliefs.
In living out the WDP motto, “informed prayer and
prayerful action” the committee allowed the regions to
go beyond the theme by addressing social ills through
prayers and giving to the needy. We invited the government to educate women in programs that generate
income. We encouraged women to attend workshops
in their respective villages, and allowed them to bring
their items to the gathering to sell.
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Central Africa Republic

Central Africa Republic
The World Day of Prayer has been celebrated for many
years in Église Évangélique Baptiste (EEB), since the
beginning of the 1980s with the support of Sweden
missionaries. There are about 260 local churches and
WDP services in almost all of them. This year, the
Women of the Good Word choir participated in one of
the celebrations.
In the past, the missionaries translated the Swedish program into French and Sango. For the last two
or three years, the missionaries have been using the
French version sent by WDPIC. The collected offering
will support women’s ministries, such as Bible teaching, Sunday school, literacy education, children´s nursing, nutrition education, fish pond, and plantations.

Cameroon
The service was celebrated in the ten regions of Cameroon, following the service step by step to remain in
the same spirit as women worldwide. We began with a
lively processional featuring new denominational uniforms while singing hymns. Participants wore headscarves that echoed colors in the artwork. Afterward
we shared an agape meal.
The service taught us to read our own history and to
become more aware of our responsibility as Christian
women: being determined and serious, having the spirit of creativity, and the courage to speak out for justice
and sustainable peace. We must be confident that in
every desert in our lives we will find a solution by the
grace and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. The encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman demonstrates that barriers disappear, as Jesus rejects no one
and accepts and respects whoever comes to him. This
stresses the value of each human being.
The National Committee felt called to the spiritual act
of prayer to encourage the needy in going beyond their
deserts to the well of living water. There, Jesus is waiting to give life through justice, love, peace and freedom from all threats and fears. Guided by the World
Day of Prayer motto, “informed prayer and prayerful
action,” we went to Limbe in the South of Cameroon
to visit widowed, divorced and unmarried women to
bring a message of hope, as Jesus brought the message
of hope to the Samaritan. We told the women that despite their hardships they are loved by Jesus, as Jesus’
love ignores barriers. We presented gifts related to the
theme such as buckets, cups, and Bibles.

World Day of Prayer
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We are now translating the WDP program from French
to Sango. Please keep praying for us as we face the recent violence in our country.

Democratic Republic of Congo
We had a war in our country. In preparation for our services, we organized a conference on the ‘repeated wars
at the East part of the country and the impact on the
local population.’ We discussed the root causes of the
war and its consequences: the massive displacement of
Congolese who become foreigners in their own territory, rape and violence as a weapon of war, looting of
natural resources to fuel the war, and destruction of the
environment. Like our sisters in Egypt, we felt we were
crossing a desert. Whatever the reason for our ‘desert’
- poor governance or the greed of multinational companies - God was there: the water of life par excellence,
through Jesus Christ.
After local church celebrations, women from many denominations in multicolored clothing stormed the Central Hall of the Salvation Army in KasaÏ/ Rwakandingi. And with joy, throughout the service, we sang “Soki
ondimeli ngai na motema ebale nabomoi ekobima kati na yo,
soki ondimi ngai motema mobimba, mayi na bomoi ekozanga
na yo te” (If you believe in me with all your heart, the
rivers of living water will spring from your life).
The life of the Samaritan woman was like crossing
the desert, and Jesus dared to speak to her, without
judgment. Jesus brought streams of water into a dried
up heart, and the Samaritan woman became the first
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evangelist. Yes, the personal encounter with Jesus, the
living water, that flows through our hearts, our parched
lives, our families, and our countries to bring peace.
Through the testimony of a woman who had experienced the settlement in Mugunga, Goma, we decided
to go to Goma. We want to visit and pray with the war
displaced people to show our solidarity, meet the political, administrative, and militia leaders to advocate
with United Nation authorities for sustainable peace
in the DRC.
			

The theme was very relevant and soothing because it
renewed our awareness of God’s saving power. Coming from a very difficult election, which was contested in court for close to eight months before the final
determination, women in Ghana were happy that by
the grace of God there were no fireworks anywhere in
the country but rather everything was calm. Life returned to normal and the celebration went on well.
Our prayerful action was visiting female prisons and
selected orphanages, and praying with them and also
giving them small gifts.

Gabon

We learned that the Samaritan woman was a humble
witness to Jesus’ message. In her encounter with Jesus,
the barrier between Jew and Samaritan was crossed.
In our context, we have noted that no one is truly foreign to another, as what is impossible for humankind,
is possible for God.
Although we had low attendance, as the school year
prevented the youth from joining us, the celebration
was held in a spirit of communion. The members of the
WDP included their own prayers of concern for Gabon: ritual crimes, violence against women, widows,
orphans, children, youth in prison, and other situations of injustice.
We recreated the motto ‘informed prayer and prayerful action’ through the stories and prayers of our service. We also visit ‘the sick, the prisoners and the poor,’
including migrants and victims of human trafficking,
and raise awareness about the serious issues that are
affecting our country.

Ghana

This year the service was attended by so many men,
and also by many high school students. Women pastors
participated by carrying the cross in the processional,
dedicating the offering, preaching, and leading prayer.
Preparation for the service was completed through
women leaders in more than a dozen denominations.
The liturgy was translated into Kikuyu, Kiswalili,
Kikanba, Kimeni, Kalyin, Masai, Turkana, Teso and
Luhya to allow for participation in our seven regions.
We participated in Bible Studies and the children gathered by region for services led by a special sub-committee.
We thank the Egypt WDP National Committee for
reminding us of the history and of the current issues
of Egypt. It has been a place of both exile and refuge.
In Kenya, we continue to welcome strangers into our
churches, giving them handkerchiefs or bookmarkers
for encouragement. In the scripture of the Samaritan
woman Jesus tells the woman all about herself. Sisters,
may we be reminded that whatever we do in secret, Jesus knows and forgives. May we let the spiritual water
flow in our hearts so that we can serve our almighty
God and know the forgiveness of Jesus
Madagascar

The national WDP celebration was hosted in Accra.
The highlight of the service was the drama on the encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan Woman. The
El- Dunamis Youth Choir sang the music so well and
everyone present appreciated them. This year we had
about 68 males, including 12 Ministers, attending to
grace the occasion. Overall, 232 services were conducted across the 275 districts in Ghana and the material
was translated into 5 different local languages namely
Ga, Ewe, Twi, Fanti and Dagbani.

Kenya

The Bible Study was used by various women’s groups
during their regular church meetings. The children’s
service was also adapted and booklets were printed for
use by the children’s department of the churches. The
artwork was used as the cover page of the materials.

World Day of Prayer
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Nigeria

understand the theme - how it was dry and then gradually the water began to fill this arid and dry space.
Girls and women from different countries participated, including Africa, the Philippines, India, China,
and Great Britain. In the English parish, the preacher
affirmed that the Samaritan woman was the first one
to whom Jesus revealed himself. Jesus broke the barrier between the outcast Samaritan and the Jews. And
we were asked to reflect on Water of Life and Water
of Death. ‘Which water do we let flow in our soul’? We
then wrote our responses on paper of many colors and
dropped them in a clear vase. We then sang, “Let the
Living Water flow over my soul”.

Nigeria
Madagascar
In all places, worship services were celebrated with
enthusiasm and joy. Before this worship service, many
participants did not know there are Christian people in
Egypt, and they were very amazed at what they learned
and experienced during the worship service. Worship
was held in 23 locations and translated into Malagasy
to make it open to more people. Our offering of service
and money assisted young women in need through the
prayerful action of providing food and also visiting the
sick in the hospital and those in prison.
We participated in Bible study led by the pastor, which
included scripture reading, discussion, and music
from the CD. The children’s service was used in Sunday schools.

Mauritius
The Bible story reminded us of the witness, and dedication of the first protestant missionary, Rev. Jean Le
Brun (1789-1865). He introduced free education and
emancipation for people of color in the island. Year after year, our knowledge increases geographically, historically, and spiritually. We are happy to participate
in World Day of Prayer, especially to pray with Christians scattered across the globe. At every opportunity
we discover the importance of our Christian faith that
binds us together.
The celebration at the retirement home, St Hugh’s
Home had the participation of residents, students from
St Andrew’s College and their teacher, as well as some
members of the committee. The CD helped us better

World Day of Prayer
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This year’s theme, Streams in the Desert, ministered
hope and encouragement to participants. It was well
understood in our context because we feel the impact
of the desert, which means hardship, frustration, injustice, joblessness, and famine. We were charged to look
to Jesus as a source of hope; God’s light beaming into
our darkness to restore joy and peace. The streams assure us of God turning our impossibilities into possibilities. Services were held in the early evening in the
open air at Lady Ibiam School in Enugu, where the
weather was calm and sunny, and the women were
shaded by mango and cashew trees. Four women acted out a small playlet to illustrate the Egyptian way
of life, which really seemed to be a mirror of our own.
We highlighted the essence of WDP as a way to uphold
the unity of Christians through prayer and action. Earlier in the day, a service was held on Lagos Mainland.
Hymns and choruses in Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba languages were deliberately used in the Worship Service,
and were accompanied by various local musical instruments. The children presented a choreography in
which tambourines were used to good effect. Streams
in the Desert provide water, food, transportation, and
cleansing through the promise of living water offered
by Jesus. He allows us to become channels of blessing
and brightening in the corners where we are.
Our prayerful actions included: Offering Living Water to everyone we meet, helping those who are need
without hesitation, focusing on the promises of God
whenever we face an uncertain future, relying on the
steadfast love and mercy of God to daily renew us in
body, mind and spirit, and bringing hope and healing
into our communities.
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Seychelles
Two services were conducted, one on the island of
Mahe, and the other on the second largest Island of the
Seychelles, Praslin. WDP artwork was exhibited at the
entrance to the worship spaces. The images attracted
the attention of many people, as everyone had watched
TV News about Egypt in turmoil. This aroused some
people’s interest in attending the services. Egypt was
heavily mentioned in intercessory prayers during worship. Hope was expressed that the situation would
change for the better. And the question was asked,
“Would there be streams in the desert then?”
The services were held at a time when Seychelles were
going through a period of drought, and the mention of
water - Streams in the Desert - reminded us that Godprovides for us, that nothing is impossible for God, and
that God is the source of life giving water. The services
incorporated both English and Creole. At the close of
worship large bottles of fresh water were brought in
and were blessed by the Bishop. Then, a mug of water was offered to each of the participants as they left
the church. It was a refreshing sight, as many showed
signs of relief as they finished drinking.

South Africa

A complete WDP service was broadcast on national TV
during 5 different time slots. In addition Radio Veritas
broadcast a message brought by our past chair. In an
effort to continue raising awareness of WDP we are in
the process of printing material with the WDP logo to
be used for scarves, skirts and dresses.

Togo
The theme of this year, Streams in the Desert, taught us
to listen and to put into practice, the Word of God. The
conversation at the well with Jesus changed the life of
the Samaritan woman, and also brought reconciliation
between two separated peoples.
Meetings were held to help us prepare the reading
documents for translation and to study the theme. The
Presbyterian Radio dedicated one of its programs to
World Day of Prayer: Streams in Desert, and the Rev
Klo-Kudzu Adjo Awénam, a member of our Committee, was the speaker.
In Togo, after each annual celebration, the various
churchwomen’s associations take the theme to other communities and continue to pray for the focus
country, WDP committees, and all women around the
world.
South Africa

We celebrate the involvement of young adults through
the participation of youth groups, youth choirs and
schools. Young people assisted with the worship service and programs. In addition, we used our Facebook
page to communicate with many younger women.

living water to the people. Guided by our motto, “informed prayer and prayerful action,” it is clear that it is
our desire to spread the Gospel, and to live as a living
stream of hope, goodwill and love for our Savior.

The image of the water well was central in many congregations. Some groups had a representation of the
water well, and others used jugs with ribbons signifying the water. One group provided the ladies with a
bottle of water each. The Biblical text was printed on
the bottles, and they were encouraged to hand them on
to someone else, in order to spread the Word. Praise,
worship and prayer were supported by music sung by
choirs and congregations. We were so amazed by the
timeliness of this service and our prayers for Egypt.
The ladies went to special effort to decorate and represent Egypt by transforming entire venues with water
features, oil lamps, traditional Egyptian clothing, candles, drapes, cushions and flower displays. The drama
of the Samaritan woman was a particularly meaningful portion of the program. She symbolizes taking the

World Day of Prayer

.

14

.

Journal 2014

African Regional Conference

The following report was not included in 2013 Journal.
We apologize to the committee. The primary Bible text
was Matthew 25:31-36:
I was a stranger and you welcomed me

Cameroon 2013
From the 2013 theme, we learned that fear of the stranger
and the media stories about strangers can create an
attitude of self-protection, leading to xenophobia. We
explored our reactions to strangers, and discussed what
hospitality can look like in contemporary society. The
Bible Studies compelled us to learn about ourselves,
and our own country, Cameroon, vis-à-vis the laws
that negatively impact strangers and their hopes and
struggles.

Zimbabwe
When you meet Jesus who is the living water, our lives
will never be the same, for streams of living waters will
be flowing in us. This year’s theme taught us that no
matter what problems or difficulties we may encounter
in our lives, the Lord’s hand is always there to help us.
Services were held in 60 different locations and prayers
were translated to Shona and Ndebele. Young women from colleges and girl guides participated. Notable scenes from worship included the entrance of four
women representing the lives of a variety of Egyptian
women.
They sang and carried the key of life, a gourd containing water, a computer, and a mobile phone, along
with an Egyptian flag. We learned about the history of
World Day of Prayer and of Egypt. The preacher explained that we must know that Jesus is the water of
life, no matter what we may encounter in our lives.

World Day of Prayer
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Cameroon is currently host to refugees from war-torn
countries, political refugees, emigrant expatriates,
and the involuntarily displaced. As a Christian
women’s association, it is our duty to open our hands,
reaching out to people in peace. We plan to seek
them out, help them to create a home in their hearts
by worshiping together, by sharing with them the
fact that we are all members of God’s huge family
that knows no division. We will listen and empathize
with them throughout this year as we try to emulate
the Women of France, as well as Jesus’ ministry
and proclamation of the Kingdom that hospitality
knows no strangers. We must stand in the gap for
them so that the Lord can put an end to their desert.
Cameroon

The WDP committee lives out “informed prayer and
prayerful action” through home visits and visits to
prisons and children’s homes, where we pray and
bring small gifts. The WDP is followed by our national
day of prayer in which we invite our country leaders
and women from all the regions of Zimbabwe to come
and pray for our country and the problems we are facing as a nation.

The narratives were so familiar for many Cameroonian
Women who have experienced being abroad and living
in a place other than home and remembering what
others did to sooth their pain of loneliness and make
them feel at home. We also looked at internal migration
of Cameroonians leaving villages to seek a new life
in urban centers, filled with hope for prosperity. Too
often they end up in urban slums with little hope for
their future.
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African Regional Conference
An Empowered Woman – Asset for
Development
On behalf of WDP Ghana, the Christian Council of
Ghana hosted the 1st Triennial Conference of WDP for
the Africa Region. About 60 women, representing 13
countries and WDPIC, participated in the conference
held from 1st to 8th June 2014, in Accra, Ghana.
“An Empowered Woman – Asset for Development”
(Proverbs 31:8-9, 25-26) was a call to the church to rise
up and empower women in Africa. With support and
educational tools, women can develop the skills needed
to build their homes, the country, and the entire Region.
The Conference focused on enhancing the leadership
capacity of women to organize and lead the National
Committees, and strengthen their participation in
the decision making process of church and society to
respond to the needs of women.
The opening ceremony was held at the Abokobi
Presbyterian Church. The regional representatives
welcomed delegates and then each country greeted
the Conference. The keynote address was delivered on
behalf of the Ghanaian Minister for Gender, Children
and Social Protection, Hon. Nana OyeLithur.
Among the leadership training topics were the Biblical
stories of Esther and Deborah; Women Succeeding
as Leaders; Handling difficult behaviors in Women
Groups; Enhancing participation of young women in
WDP; and WDP Guiding Principles. The Sub regions
met to discuss strategies for strengthening National
Committees.
We were exposed to the history of transatlantic slavery
by visiting the slave trade routes in Cape Coast and
Elmina Castles. To conclude, we envisioned a way
forward and enjoyed the diversity of our continent at
the cultural night. To the glory of God, the Conference
was successful; and the Africa region will have a story to
share when we gather together in 2017 in Brazil.
Henriette Mbatchou and Joyce Larko Steiner
			
African regional representatives
World Day of Prayer
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Asia
Hong Kong

Hong Kong

India

Worship participants were greeted by a media presentation of World Day of Prayer photos and music at the
beginning of the service, which gave an impression to
the participants of the situation in Egypt. They learned
about the history and current setting in Egypt; from
having desert lands and being an ancient country,
whereas nowadays Egypt has been transformed and
become a modern society. With the help of technology
and knowledge, the country is now turning the deserts
into more cultivated land.

The WDP has been an invariable part of the annual
programs of the Women’s Society of Christian Service.
This expression of bowing on knees in global unison
indeed is a perfect and powerful demonstration of the
inseparability of prayer and action. More than one
hundred gatherings of the Methodist Church in India express its solidarity for the World Day of Prayer.
The women, especially the young girls, eagerly await
WDP to learn more about people from other parts of
the world. It allows them to be knit together in prayer
with the body of Christ.

Worship was celebrated with the great arrangement of
hymns and choir music, which devotedly led the participants into the mood of the whole service. A deeply
moving ritual action was added to the service, which
heightened the spirit of the service: the congregation
was asked to take the living water as a symbol of the
streams in the desert.

World Day of Prayer

.

This year the theme, Streams in the Desert, has given us
an opportunity to contemplate Egypt. In the worship
service women and girls enthusiastically participated.
Some dressed in Egyptian attire with Lotus (signifying
purity) in their hair, and held a ‘key of life.’ There was
also dramatization of the Samaritan woman’s dialogue
with Jesus Christ at the well. We are happy to contribute to this noble ecumenical movement.
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Taiwan

Laos
“To all our Christian brothers and sisters all over the world
who stood in to pray for the Christians here in Laos for the
World Day of Prayer to begin. Truly God is in control of all
the preparation and we see that the new day is beginning to
dawn, and we praise God for all your powerful prayers. God
is so good. Amen!
World Day of Prayer celebrations were held in Vientiane, Laos. We gathered a small group of people from
Laos, Singapore, Papua New Guinea and India, representing several Christian traditions. For our first
WDP celebration, we held the worship in a home. In
Laos there are few Christians and it is really difficult to
gather to share the gospel. The program organizer was
given the opportunity to preach the Word of God and
used the theme, Streams in the Desert. We prayed for
women in Egypt and participated in reading the Bible
verses and prayers. It was so good and we enjoyed the
worship.

Japan
Many services were held throughout the country.
Women and students prepared for WDP by using the
Bible studies, which were modified to best match the
needs of each group. Through the studies and the worship services, we learned about Egypt’s political situation and the challenge of access to education for women. We were not very familiar with Egypt’s situation,
but we learned about their history and their efforts to
earn freedom for their faith and human rights.

2014 was our first World Day of Prayer. We did not do
the Bible Study due to the short time of preparation.
We hope to gather the interdenominational churches
here in Laos for next year 2015 World Day of Prayer.
May God continue to bless and fill you with His goodness and mercy in your daily walk in the Lord!

Laos

Churches were decorated with blue cloth as a river
or water, or some put a big jar with water in the front
of the chapel. In some services women wore scarves
like Egyptian women to help experience their lives
and feelings. Other services decorated their space with
Egyptian pictures and pyramid decorations or experienced Egyptian dance.
Each year we need to affirm why we celebrate World
Day of Prayer and how informed prayer joins with
prayerful action. We are reminded that women still
face global challenges and unique local challenges. We
hope that WDP will help us unite in prayer with women of the world. Right now Japan faces a challenge
related to the peace constitution. We always pray for
peace.

World Day of Prayer
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Malaysia

Philippines
This year’s theme was particularly relevant in the
Philippines since a large part of the population does
not have access to portable water. This lack of access
to safe water was dramatically increased by Typhoon
Yolanda. The studies and worship provided a chance
for women to reflect on the significance of water as
the giver of life and hope. Informed prayer led us to
prayerful action. The World Day of Prayer committee
became an advocate for disaster risk reduction learning sessions. Committee members are on alert for areas
where emergencies occur, and we pray and act in times
of emergency.
The women enjoyed involvement with World Day of
Prayer throughout the preparation, up through the
celebration itself. We practiced the songs and dressed
up in Egyptian garments, which enriched the understanding of the Egyptian culture. Bible studies using
the curriculum, artwork, and music were held in many
Sunday Schools.

Malaysia
Prayerful actions were taken in response to the 2013
WDP Theme “I was a Stranger and You Welcomed Me.”
A convention was held in July 2013 in Sibu, Sarawak,
East Malaysia with the theme, Embracing Our Migrant
Sisters, to create awareness of issues associated with
migrants. Many young women actively participated in
the programs. In addition, The Women’s Work Committee (WWC) has supported schools and training centers for migrant children and women as well as agencies involved with immigration and human trafficking.

Singapore
“In that day Israel will be one of three with Egypt and
Assyria—a blessing in the midst of the land, whom the
LORD of hosts shall bless, saying, “Blessed is Egypt
My people, and Assyria the work of My hands, and
Israel My inheritance.” (Isaiah 19:24-25) We considered
this scripture in our studies and worship, and we saw
Egypt from a different perspective – her past in Biblical
history and the challenges she is facing now.
Taiwan

World Day of Prayer services were conducted in
several languages including Mandarin, Malay, Tamil, and Chinese. Together, we learned that Streams in
the Desert, mean that there is hope for those who are
facing injustice, persecution and ostracism. Finding a
stream in the desert gives hope of finding water, which
supports life. In Kuala Lumpur, we invited Egyptian
Coptic Orthodox Christians, including students residing in Malaysia, to join us for the WDP celebrations.
They shared about the conditions in Egypt and gave
a melody of hymns in Arabic accompanied by some
Egyptian musical instruments.
Many changes are happening in Egypt and for some
people, especially the minorities, the future is bleak.
Like water in the desert, which brings the hope of life,
let the people of Egypt put trust and hope in God who
will never fail them.
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South Korea

Worship was held in about 70 places. A notable example was the service held at a mission high school for
girls. The school of 533 students experienced WDP for
the first time. This new worship form was exciting
enough to thrill students, who prepared diverse materials and performances. Furthermore, the worship
gave a good opportunity to understand the political,
social, religious, and economic situations of Egypt. We
hope young people in the Girls High School will take
WDP worship into the world.

Sri Lanka

As we prepared for the worship service we involved
some of the younger women to work on the PowerPoint presentation on Egypt. We have worked hard to
get new faces into our committee. Every denomination
and church brought in a new person as an observer
into the committee. Services were held in Mandarin,
English and Tamil. Photos, artwork and music were
used during the worship service and it was very meaningful. We conducted a prayer meeting before the
Tamil Service and shared personal testimonies.

We had uplifting services in all five locations, Colombo, Badulla, Galle, Jaffna and Kandy. The service in Colombo was very uplifting with over 500 people attending the service. We organized a walk to the Cathedral
where the service was held. This created an awareness
of the ministry of the WDP locally, as up to now, the
WDP has not been very active in Sri Lanka. The Bishop
of Colombo gave a challenging message, naming the
30-year conflict that Sri Lanka has just been through.
Sri Lanka

South Korea

In 2014, the World Day of Prayer Committee traveled
to different parts of the country and coordinated with
churches in the outstations and held services in these
areas. This has led our committee to work more closely in partnership. The Bible Studies were translated
into Sinhala and Tamil and distributed island-wide in
the different churches to be used at their regular Bible
Studies. The study allowed us to note that the ladies of
Egypt encounter the same challenges as the ladies in
our country.

The mid-day scene of the Samaritan woman at the
well took place in a hot thirsty desert. It allowed us to
observe the contrast between the thirst for water, essential for physical well being; and the living, healing
waters that only Jesus can provide. Many people are
suffering from violation, poverty, terror and war in
the world. I think that church women have heard the
message that Christian mission is to create shelter and
hospitality that overflows with the water of life. We
prepared for WDP by learning about Egyptian women
through the Bible studies, artwork, music, videos and
photos. We prayed together for WDP at each meeting.
After the services, the coordinators met in Seoul for
worship, celebration, joy and gratitude. Participants
watched the video clip about worship in each place.
Three people testified about unique experiences in
leading worship and preparing courses. Their witness
touched and encouraged many people.
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Thailand

life on a small paper, and then put it in the water tank.
We dedication it to God along with our money offering.
Now we have a better understanding of Egypt through
the worship and we continue to pray for Egypt. We
displayed slides of Egypt and used the music CD as
preparatory music before worship.
Through the WDP worship experience, women are to
have a greater global viewpoint. Let us find the heart
that again unifies us, and may we know in Christ that
we are living in a community of sisterly concern and
support.

Thailand

He challenged the people to learn to forgive and ask
forgiveness from each other, before the Lord can begin
the work of healing this land. This was his prayer for
Egypt as well.
For the first time a special children’s service was organized and there were around 120 children from the
different member churches who participated in this
Service. The Committee was especially encouraged as
this was such a special service.

Taiwan
We produced a short WDP demonstration worship
video and put it on our website to encourage more
participation. We distributed the Bible Study materials
and encouraged women to use them among the women’s fellowships before the WDP. Materials were translated into two languages – Taiwanese and Mandarin
Chinese, and during the worship service there was interpretation to fourteen indigenous languages. Some
WDP services were conducted on Sunday morning as
regular services, so that the whole congregation could
participate.

Many churches and schools were provided the Streams
in the Desert CD. Through the study we were invited
to learn about Egypt’s history and rich cultural diversity. The Samaritan woman’s conversation with Jesus
offered us an opportunity for dialogue and reflection
about the borders and boundaries that we, like Jesus,
must cross to get to streams of living water. The woman
by the well has a theological conversation with Jesus
that follows with action.
Prayer and action are inseparable and both have immeasurable influence in the world. Through the voices
of urban and rural, young and older Egyptian women,
their country was introduced to us through a human
perspective. The realities of living in Egypt were revealed to us- a country with one foot firmly planted in
the past, moving toward modernity, and searching for
the next steps to take.
The Thai celebrations included participation of men,
women and children from all over Thailand. Many
celebrations were led by local interdenominational
groups. People involved in the service wore Egyptian
clothing, and there was singing, along with Egyptian
food to sample. We were invited to think about our
own lives and where we recognize streams in our own
deserts: places and moments where God is actively at
work. We reflected on times when Christ has offered
us what we never expected. Like the Samaritan woman, we can carry living water back to our communities,
bringing transformation through the telling of our stories of our encounter with the living God.

Through this year’s theme, Streams in the Desert, we
learned to rely on God in difficult moments and receive the living water that Jesus offers us. We invited a
woman to share her life story in response to our theme.
Then each participant wrote down the desert of their
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Caribbean/North America
Bahamas

Antigua

Bahamas

From this year’s theme, we learned of the history
and culture of Egypt. We also learned the role Egypt
played in the history of the early church, hosting many
important Christian Councils and sending missionaries to other parts of the world. Despite the conflict
and unrest that is now taking place, we believe that the
women of Egypt are prayerful.

Streams in the Desert brought out the need we all have
for this refreshing water of life; the need for us to recognize the transformation this water brings to our lives
and the need for us to share this water with others.

In preparation for World Day of Prayer, Bible Studies
were conducted among the various women’s organizations. The children’s service was used at Sunday
Schools and pre-schools. During the WDP services,
the youth played Egyptian music using the cymbals
and other instruments. They also placed a cloth on the
table to depict the Nile River, and placed the key of life
on the cloth. We sing songs, and each person offers a
prayer for different situations of which they are aware.
We have recently formed a saturday morning prayer
group.
Since this group has started, we continually receive
calls from persons asking us to pray for them, their
neighbors, or their children. We have become a prayer
link for the community.

The story of the woman at the well was well received
and dramatized in the children’s service. The children
shared their understanding of living water as water that
only Jesus can give and that everyone can receive it.
They expressed their understanding of physical water
and water for the soul.
The worship service celebrated the women of Egypt.
Dressed in Egyptian and African outfits, women dramatized the story of the woman at the well and brought
out the current situations of the women of Egypt. The
speaker in one congregation focused on today’s life in
the Bahamas as it relates to Jesus’ offer of living water.
For example, women in The Bahamas carry the highest percentage world-wide for breast cancer; women in
The Bahamas are also now petitioning Government for
equal treatment before the law in several areas, in particular, to be able to pass on their citizenship to their
children, born in The Bahamas, but having to take the
father’s nationality if he is not Bahamian.
Preparatory events were held in two islands where
women were introduced to the Bible studies, the country background information and the worship service.
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Canada

to involve youth in the dramas and the music. We enjoyed the powerful Spirit-filled sermons and the rich
fellowship shared among the denominations as they
planned and participated in the worship service and
Bible Study. At least one congregation was given the
opportunity to discuss, and to draft plans for prayerful action in their community “Do not keep the living
water you have received for yourself. Take action; use
it to make Streams in the Desert for others. Love God
and love others. Do the best you can at all times to
help others experience love, hope, peace and joy in this
troubled world.”

Canada
These events made a huge difference in the participation in the services.
The motto “informed prayer, prayerful action” has become a part of the monthly agenda used in several local committees, as time is given for prayer requests and
concerns from the Bahamas and from the world, particularly as it relates to countries going through much
distress. Letters have been sent to the Philippines, and
prayers continue for Syria, the Middle East, and for
the weather changes (tornados) throughout the United States. Our actions also include donations to groups
sending aid to tsunami victims and to the Cancer Society of the Bahamas.

Barbados
Many different denominations hosted the WDP celebrations this year.. The ecumenical mix was represented in the planning and leading, and we found new
churches willing to host in 2014. Twelve services were
held in total. The resources provided by WDP Egypt
were very helpful in our programs. At least four of
the churches indicated that they used the Lessons and
Activities for Children to complement their Church
School and community outreach programs.
The order of worship was followed closely and the
music, images, and artwork enhanced the overall experience. The altar was transformed using a water container, beige table, and strips of blue fabric to create
Streams in the Desert. A “well” was created as a prop for
the Samaritan Woman and Jesus. The dramatization of
the Woman at the Well was a highlight, along with the
role-play of the four Egyptian women. We were able
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“Amid the smell of incense, and a worship space rich
with icons, we listened as the choir sang in Arabic and
prayed the Lord’s Prayer in Coptic. It was beautiful
and joyful…” We found that each group brought its
own dynamic vision to the service. Some services were
enlivened by liturgical dance, the dramatic presentation of the Samaritan woman at the well, and incredible
food and fellowship after the service. We were blessed
to make connection with the Coptic community in several areas across Canada. The service brought us into a
beautiful new connection and understanding.
People responded foremost to the dramatization of the
story of the Samaritan woman at the well. The biblical geography intersected with modern concerns over
land and water rights and political upheaval in a powerful way. The dependency of all Egyptians on the Nile
for water was another powerful image that we used in
our reflection. The idea of Jesus as a stream in the desert was keenly felt by Canadians. Water’s fluidity and
life-giving necessity for every person is drawing Canadians to a greater concern for the effects of resource
extraction on water quality, cross-border water shortages, and clean water for Aboriginal communities. The
justice Jesus calls us to seek is present in all these concerns. The theme was easy for people to work with for
reflection, and easy to grasp and apply to their lives.
During our year of preparation, we highlighted Egyptian concerns in our print and online media. A former
member of our council living and working in Cairo,
provided a story for our news magazine, which recounted the experiences of a woman working in an
Egyptian women’s prison. We also offered current
photos of Egypt, which gave people images and information in order to pray and respond. Prayerful action after WDP continues in the form of project grants
funded by the offerings received.
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Cayman Islands

Guyana

A service was held at a historical church located near
the port in Grand Cayman, which regularly offers bottles of water with scripture verses to cruise passengers.
This year’s theme offered an additional dimension to
this “living water” ministry. A highlight was the participation of two young women bringing to life the words
of their young Egyptian counterparts in the drama. A
seven-year-old girl attending with her grandmother
shared how she recognized her mother’s caring as a
stream of living water. An older woman reminisced
about fetching water from the well in a water jar. She
was thankful for grandparents and parents who helped
her know God’s great love and “the blessed assurance
that Jesus is mine.” The children were especially interested in hearing that Jesus reaches out to everyone
no matter their nationality or what others say about
them. They memorized the verse, “Whoever drinks the
water I give him will never thirst.” (John 4:14a) We
joined hands and sang “Jesus Gave Her Water that
was not from the Well” and “Children All around the
World.” The service was followed by a time of sharing
and fervent prayer for freedom and peace for women
and their families around the world.

We held our annual retreat with members of various
denominations to share the Bible Study and begin
planning WDP celebrations. Music, photos and artwork were used to feature the event in the media. In
addition, a pictorial exhibition was mounted during
the service to elaborate the Egyptian culture. Music
was used as a prelude and at the entrance of the four
Egyptian women in the drama. Youth from various
churches led the Children’s Service.
The faith portrayed by the Biblical characters, along
with Egyptian women of the Christian faith, was very
inspiring. We reflected that in our lives we each experience time in the wilderness and in the desert. The living waters of God can be a source of strength and hope.
Through the services we were able to gain insight into
the Egyptian culture. The message related the biblical
text to our lives personally. We also wrote sentences on
ribbons symbolizing living water, which were placed
in a jar during the worship service.

We continue to pray for safety and protection and
for God’s peace to reign in Egypt and other countries
seeking true peace. We pray that God will soften hardened hearts and bring about the day when every living
person will act justly, love mercy and walk humbly in
God’s Holy Presence.

Our prayerful action came through the pastors and lay
pastors involved with WDP. They highlighted the injustices meted out to women who live a country where
there is increasing violence against women. These pastors and volunteers also provide guidance and counseling. We have also served as liaison to relevant authorities to combat domestic violence.

Guyana

Dominica
The World Day of Prayer music and images helped
bring the congregation to the environment in which
the service was written. It allowed them to feel the issues with which Egyptian women cope, and their relationship to life in Dominica.
Services were held in Roseau, Portsmouth, Marigot
and Wesley. In the services women were dressed for
their roles in the service and drama. The speaker really
brought out the theme, Streams in the Desert, relating
it to women in our society searching for satisfactory
fulfillment modern life, and Jesus’ streams of living
water in their lives. The portrayal of the young women in the drama was powerful, and it demonstrated
the similarities in women’s lives across cultures. We
prayed together for particular issues confronting our
society, and women across the globe facing abuse, trafficking, and natural or man-made disaster.
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Jamaica

Suriname

Services were held in congregations across the island
of Jamaica. We learned that despite having parched
areas in our lives, there are streams of hope as evidence
of God’s grace and mercy. The order of service prepared by the women of Egypt was used. Some services
had choirs which led introits or praise music. In others,
women in Egyptian clothing processed and performed
the drama with gusto, as members of the congregation
exhibited signs of appreciation.

The scripture of the Samaritan woman taught us: those
who are denied by people, are used by Jesus. The celebration of dance was most memorable in our WDP
services. In one service the pastor entered dancing and
singing with a jar on her shoulder, symbolizing her
happiness because she just met Jesus.

Suriname

The messages focused on the story of the woman at the
well. They emphasized that no life, however parched,
is beyond being refreshed by encountering Christ
who is the living water. The Samaritan woman had a
parched soul and she realized that Jesus was like no
other man she had met. He was the oasis in her desert – the healing stream. Services also had a period of
intercessory prayer. Children’s services and devotions
were held at schools.
The WDP Committee continues to pray for the concerns of the world in general, and our country in particular. Last year we initiated a session of fasting and
prayer focusing on crime and violence in our country.
We are continuing to pray about and explore providing a home for female wards of the state transitioning
out of state facilities at age 18.

St. Lucia
From this year’s theme, Streams in the Desert, we learned
that despite an individual’s status, every individual
has an important part to play in the development of
his/her country. With determination and persistence,
good can come out of every situation.
Two services were held, one for school children and
the other for adults. In the children’s service, one of
the invited schools performed a special dance to the
song, “I Know Who I am.” The speaker used an interactive story to keep the children focused and attentive.
During prayer time the children prayed for the children of Egypt and other lands. The program culminated with the singing of “Majan li Rab!” a fitting chorus
of celebration. In preparation, the Committee wrote to
the schools and encouraged involvement of children
directly in the preparation and observances for World
Day of Prayer. Various committee members also used
the children’s order of service with their own church
groups. The service for adults was memorable, and
those who were present, actively participated.
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In another service, dancers used “Go Down Moses to
Egypt Land” by Louis Armstrong. In yet another, a
woman in costume danced to Egyptian music, carrying a large jar. Many participants dressed in Egyptian
clothing, and churches were decorated with the colors of the flag. Some services provided prayer request
cards, which the pastor lifted in the service.
A variety of music ranging from violin to organ to a
cappella voices graced the celebrations, which were
held in churches, schools and homes for the elderly.
We shared in fellowship and food, allowing the participants to greet the lecturers.
Prayerful action included engagement with the organizations Stop Violence Against Women, The Voice (care
for victims of drug abuse), and Rumas (care and job
opportunities for boys with a criminal background).

Turks & Caicos
Through the Bible Study and WDP celebration we
were reminded that water is essential to all life. It keeps
things going, and refreshes dry places; it is also used to
travel upon, to drink, and to wash. We became aware
of the centrality of the Nile River in Egyptian life; every
activity is connected to it. Water is just as necessary today as it was in the days when Jesus walked this earth.
The Word of God is that living water, which keeps the
righteous going, and which will lead to eternal life.
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The women of the United States were eager to hear
from Christian women in Egypt after the political
tumult and corresponding news coverage. We were
humbled that our Egyptian sisters taught us to look for
streams of God’s love and peace in our own lives, even
as they have gone through so much strife.
The image of Streams in the Desert is powerful, and was
interpreted in a variety of ways. Many placed “rivers”
of blue cloths on front altars, and a variety of different activities were used to share reflections including
writing on origami boats, writing words of hope onto
stones and exchanging them, or dropping them into
water to symbolize the way God’s love gives us hope.
Many appreciative comments were received regarding
the biblical skit. Groups were eager to learn more about
Egypt’s current situation, and many invited speakers
from Egypt or affiliated organizations.
This year, WDP USA held three one-hour preparation
webinars in which we reviewed the history of WDP
and the 2014 theme. The webinar, which was recorded
and posted to our website, was found to be very conducive to reaching out to women across the country.
We also made connections with two ecumenical organizations to live out prayerful action in our context.
First, we joined Bread for the World’s Women of Faith
for the 1,000 Days Campaign, which works to ensure
that women and children receive the nutrition they
need within the first 1000 days of a child’s life: from
conception to age two. We also continued on the Leadership Team of Ecumenical Advocacy Days. Their focus this year was an end to gun violence, an issue that
inordinately affects women and children.
Antigua

In preparation for the service, the various group representatives were encouraged to pray continually for
the people of the host country, and for the success of
the service. We experienced a lively celebration in worship, using the order of service provided. The suggested chorus songs formed part of the praise and worship
at the opening. The water jar was the focal point at the
front of the church. It was interesting to consider water
being the key of life, and its impact on the development
of the Egypt and the modern world. The celebration
featured the song “She who trusts in Him.” In addition, the four women in the drama adorned themselves
as Egyptian women, and processed to the flourish of
Egyptian music played from the CD. Service leaders
were excited to play their parts and the congregation
received it well.

United States
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Europe
European Regional Conference

Albania

Austria

We learned from the theme how important it is to find
living water. We can distribute living water to others
who still have a dry heart for Jesus, the source of Living Water. As you may know, our background is as an
atheist country. This theme truly has meaning to us
in daily life. Youth were involved in our organizing
teams; using the internet to research Egypt’s history,
church history, the political situation, and modern life
in Egypt. In addition, they quickly learned the hymns
and taught them to others. This was very interactive
and participants found it interesting.

Each WDP service is unique and special. They were
had in different churches and venues, varied dramatically in size, and were led by diverse combinations
of ecumenical teams. Beautiful lotus flowers made of
bright paper, Egyptian objects, photographs, and Ankh
symbols painted on hundreds of pebbles, all enriched
our worship experience. We enjoyed delicious Egyptian food, as well. We reminded each other that the liturgy had been composed during the“Arabic Spring,”
and thus is full of hope and confidence. At the time
of WDP, the situation in Egypt was much worse. We
prayer for ‘real streams’ to turn large parts of the desert
into a country of ‘justice, peace and also reconciliation
with Creation’, and we are continuing to keep Egypt in
our prayers today.

The WDP Committee spent time praying together and
had frequent contact through emails and messages.
This year, we were able to use all of the resources provided. We translated the hymns and lessons into the
Albanian language. We found the hymns to be well
chosen, and very easy to use. Our preparation was
very important. We held a workshop before the celebration to distribute the materials and demonstrate
to the leaders how to lead the worship and studies.
We then prayed for and encouraged each other in our
preparations. We have tried to organize our Thursday
prayer meetings with specific subjects. We pray together, not only on this one day each year, but every
day throughout the year.

World Day of Prayer
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We asked young theologians to assist with the Bible Studies. The Ecumenical Council of Churches in
Austria organized a children’s service. We find that
cooperation between the three neighboring German-speaking WDP Committees (German, Switzerland and Austria) is growing. A journey to Egypt was
being planned, but did not succeed because of the political situation.
The Austrian WDP committee is very grateful that
for the first time the service could be celebrated in the
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Albania

In Sofia, the celebration took part in the great hall of
the Methodist Church. In the beginning, the land and
the history of Egypt were presented by four women according to a short adaptation of the background materials. Afterwards, the celebration proceeded according
to the program with much music and visual effects. A
future pastor and his wife enacted the scene of Jesus
and the Samaritan woman.

Croatia
Through Bible Studies and prayerful preparation for
the service, we learned that every person is equally
important. Nobody should be excluded or blamed in
advance. Prejudice often determines our behavior and
we should be aware of it, change it, and follow Jesus’
footsteps to goodness, love and inclusion. It is important to hear other people’s opinions, and respect the
right to a different opinion. We should also find time in
our lives for God and other people.
Coptic Cathedral of Austria in Vienna. The parish children’s choir impressed us with their love for Jesus and
their hope for Egypt. The remarkable atmosphere after
the service gave us hope that our relationship to the
Coptic Church here might be strengthened for future
ecumenical endeavors.

Bulgaria

The National Committee organized a regional preparation meeting in Luznica. We separated into groups
and worked on sections of the service, coming together
later to enact the service and discuss details. All participants prayed for and donated money for the Romanian Christian organization that helps deprived families. During the service in Osijek, Ukrainian people
were specially included in our prayers due to riots in
their country. Through our prayerful action, members
participated in charity work for the flooded areas of
Croatia.
Croatia

God is constantly renovating Creation, making new
roads for God’s children and pouring blessings over
them as streams of water in a dry land. The prophesy
of Isaiah is accomplished in Jesus Christ, who is The
Road, and by the pouring out of the Holy Spirit on the
day of Pentecost. Bulgaria is like a desert in great need
of water. The whole world is in need of great change,
which we hope will come soon.
In 2014 we decided to change the time of the WDP
celebration so that working people and young people
could attend. We expanded the representation in our
Committee beyond Sofia to other areas, and have elected a young woman to be our chairperson. This year we
had four young women who took a very active part
in the planning and celebration of WDP. The artwork,
maps, photos and music were used to enhance the celebration and women’s Bible Studies. The order of worship was translated into the Bulgarian language and
sent to local committees, together with all materials in
English.
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Czech Republic

Denmark

Services started with a welcome address, followed by
songs, a slideshow, and then the service. Social events
with Egyptian food were organized. In Croatia’s capital, Zagreb, we borrowed a flag from the Egyptian embassy. An Egyptian woman living in Zagreb sang the
songs in Arabic. The Our Father [Lord’s Prayer] was
prayed both in Croatian and Arabic. In Osijek, the service was held in the Greek Catholic Church, and the
Ukrainian nuns who live within the monastery, actively participated in the service by singing in their own
language.

Czech Republic

The Coptic-Orthodox Church in Denmark is very
small. But in one place, we had the joy of Egyptian
women from the Coptic Church actively leading the
service – for the first time ever! It was very moving
to hear and see them telling their stories. We sung in
Coptic and Arabic, and recited The Lord’s Prayer in
our different mother tongues. Egypt came very near
to us through these Coptic women. After the service,
we shared a meal, and had a great time of fellowship.
The Egyptian women made many delicious dishes,
and Danish women made some as well. At the meal
we had unconsecrated bread from The Coptic-Orthodox Church, and the priest explained the signs on the
bread. The Egyptian Ambassador in Denmark also sent
us greetings and a fruit basket, which we all shared –
such a totally unexpected gift!
It was very heartwarmingwhen a young woman from
the Coptic-Orthodox Church suddenly said, “This I
have taken part in before - in Cairo - with my Auntie. I have been with her two times to such a service.”
The young woman had lived in Denmark eight years,
and her auntie, a dedicated WDP woman, had died
since. We felt God’s presence in this big family of His,
which we are part of! Through the preparations and
service, we could all identify whether the water in our
own lives- was present or missing. Many good talks
were opened up which widened the fellowship among
women, and among denominations.

World Day of Prayer

.

Denmark

We celebrated World Day of Prayer with over 100 services throughout the Czech Republic. The service itself began with the music of Egypt, sung or played
from the CD provided. The drama of Jesus meeting
the Samaritan woman was central to understanding
Jesus as the Living Water. We followed the program
with singing and hearing a message about a desert,
and our possible sources of water. The pictures and
artwork helped us to envision the scenes in ancient
and modern Egypt. A singing group of young women was invited to sing in the service. We used all of
the components provided, including the Bible Study,
CD, artwork, order of service, and children’s materials. The resources were translated into Czech. We
prepared to lead the services by studying the explanation of the country, showing the pictures, learning the
songs, preparing the worship, and praying together.
Our prayerful action supported wells in Africa this
year, as we focused on the precious and necessary gift
of water from our Creator.
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England, Wales & Northern Ireland

Our materials were available in Estonian and Russian.
Bible studies were used in smaller places around Estonia where WDP services are more difficult to organize.
Through the studies we reflected that Egyptian life is
very hard, women have to struggle so much, yet they
have hope!
Estonian society is quite secular. Some private schools
associated with congregations do teach religion. We
are doing missionary work in our own context every
day, expecially with young people and children. We
encourage young people to join us for WDP, typically
as musicians or readers. This year, there were services
in four different parts of the country.

Faroe Islands

England, Wales & Northern Ireland
The political situation in Egypt had changed so much
between the time of writing and the actual WDP celebration, that some people wondered whether it would
still be relevant. We found that it was exceptionally relevant. Many felt that it was ‘The best service yet.’ Isaiah
resonated with many ‘...and we trust that in his own time
God will fulfill this promise’. The act of pouring of water
emphasized the importance of streams giving life; this
was very meaningful.

This year we used resources in both Danish and Faroese in the Bible studies, background information, and
order of worship. Wherever the WDP service took
place, we involved the youngsters to sing and assist
with whatever needed support. Music and photos
were also used both during the Inspiration Day and
during the World Day of Prayer. For the prelude, we
first listened to Our Father and then sang it in Faroese.
We always use a lot of the materials that we receive
and appreciate all the work put into their preparation.

Estonia

All of the resources were used during preparation
days. The order of service, Bible Study and country
background were translated into Welsh. Also, Braille
and large-print versions were made available. Local
communities held Bible studies and coffee mornings
where they sold copies of our magazine, Together in
Prayer. Groups practiced the service and the music,
talked about the country, viewed the photo CD, and
encouraged children to make items to decorate the
church. Participants became very involved by dressing
in Egyptian clothing, and churches were decorated. In
one instance, musicians playing cello, guitar and flute
accompanied the hymns. Choirs were present at many
services.

In 2014, services were held in Tórshavn, Vági, Vestmanna, and Klaksvík. A lot of attention is traditionally
given to our preparation for World Day of Prayer. For
the last 5 years we have invited Inge Lise Lollike from
Denmark for our Inspiration Day. She is a blessing to
all of us.

Estonia
The service in Tallinn, Estonia was in a beautiful, recently renovated church. We had a slideshow and music from the CD before the service began. As always,
we added a sermon, given by a local pastor. Our ecumenical women’s choir celebrated its 20th anniversary
this year. The dramatic readers enjoyed the costumes,
and it was really fun! After the service we enjoyed tea
together.
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Faroe Islands

France
Water is vital for all life! The service helped us to reflect on our places of healing and how Egyptian women find inspiration to move forward. We grew a deep
admiration for them, as they persevered in their faith.
We could relate to them as we are also going through
deserts. When we drink from the fountain of living water, we bloom. So we sent them 1 kg of paper water
droplets with messages from women across France.
We were invited to pray with and for the Egyptian
women, including the Muslim women. We became
aware of the active role of Egyptian women in the political demonstrations and revolution, and the fight
against desertification.

Finland
A worship service was organized by the WDP Committee of Finland, and took place in the Cathedral of
St. Henry in Helsinki. Saint Henry is the patron saint
of Finland. The beautiful and cozy cathedral was filled
with people from different denominations. Father
Marco Pasinato welcomed us and led to the opening
prayer. The exquisite flute music was offered by Estonian professional musician, Alexandra Vaher. Organist
Marko Pitkäniemi accompanied our hymns and the
commitee lead the worship service. The WDP participants were invited after the worship to the parish hall
for coffee and the photo show. This year we offered
possibility to have the captions (heavily edited) with
the pictures wholly on the PowerPoint. People were
able to view them during whole evening. We also had
Egyptian artifacts and Coptic Bibles on display.

Each year, during the national meeting, a workshop
prepares the celebration. This year’s celebration was
overwhelming. It was very prayerful, intense, dynamic, and joyful - a very promising and fruitful theme.
We represented the Nile with a blue cloth, a well, and
a water pitcher. The dialogue was very moving. It resonated in our hearts. A biblical scholar led the Bible
study at the meeting, and the process was replicated
across the country. We contacted organizations that
work in support of women and children, always keeping in mind the fight against HIV - AIDS and trafficking of women. We have contact with the Coptic Church
of Egypt, and will continue to collaborate with them.
We also continue to support organizations working
with the migrant community in France.

France

Our resources and prayerful action was directed to
Caritas of Finland for the shelter home Ariadna in
Moldova for women experiencing violence. Altogether, services were held in 20 locations across the country
in both Finnish and Swedish.
Since 1901, the Finnish Sailors Church (Die Finnische
Seemannskirche) has offered services to traveling and
immigrant Finnish speaking people and Germans
who have special ties to Finland. The Finnish Sailors’
Church has organized the WDP service like this year.
They sang hymns and read the text shortened.
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Germany

We found that the order of worship was amazing, precious, highly esteemed, inspiring, easy to implement,
and full of hope. We were spiritually enriched. We encountered our own “desert”, experienced God´s presence in our lives, and named examples of “living water”
in our congregations and communities.

Greece

Germany
We learned about the history, tradition and current situation of the Coptic Church in Egypt, as well as the
strong Coptic Christian community in Germany. We
invited Christians from Egypt to tell their stories.
In August 2013, as churches were destroyed and Christians were threatened, we held weekly prayer meetings and closely followed the news. Round tables, and
seminars were organized to inspire Christian-Islamic
Dialogue. We discussed films showing the struggle
for gender justice and women’s rights and learned of
the changes brought about by the Arabic Spring. We
learned that female circumcision is a powerful tradition in Egypt among both Muslims and Christians. We
also learned about Egypt’s dependence on the Nile,
and the ensuing conflict with other African countries
regarding water. We considered topics such as: “water
is a human right,” “water as a commodity,” and “the
use, waste and dependence on water.” One team established “Talk at the Well,” a regular gathering of Christian and Muslim women.
The service began with the historical and current political situation in Egypt. The congregation was invited
to join in the discussion at the well between Jesus and
the Samaritan woman. They shared their hopes and
experiences with each other. Water was used symbolically: pouring from a bowl, watering dry soil, or being
spread as a blessing. In one service, worshippers wrote
prayers on ribbons and made lotus flowers out of it.
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The whole worship was well received in Greece. We
used many of the resources provided by World Day
of Prayer and created beautiful environments for worship that used the theme of Living Water. We displayed
posters in the churches and also used the CD of music at the beginning of the service, together with the
photos and images provided. The experience taught us
about ancient and modern Egypt, along with the political, economic and religious situation there. There were
eight services held in eight different areas in Greece.
Several different languages were used to fully involve
the participants in both the worship and studies. In at
least one of the services, an Egyptian choir joined in
leadership of the worship through singing and leading
Egyptian hymns and songs. Overall, the theme resonated with people in Greece, as our present economic condition had some similarities with Egypt and we
were also in need of encouragement, which the Scripture and celebration provided.

Ireland
‘The love of God is the water that quenches the thirst in
the deserts of our lives: the thirst for our lives to have
meaning, the thirst to be loved just as we are, and the
thirst to give love to others’
We loved the theme- Streams in the Desert- we could envisage the Nile and the need for it to fertilize the desert.
The service and studies portrayed Egypt in a new way
and we found it to be, spiritually uplifting and enriching. We included the Bible Study in one booklet, which
made it very accessible for participants. Over 50 Centers used the Bible study during Lent! We celebrated the
service in a variety of different settings – large churches, small chapels, and halls - in over 200 rural, urban,
and island settings. Across the country, creative women joined to prepare through regional meetings, and
then engaged in preparation for local services. Flower
clubs assisted with worship decorations, together with
Egyptian clothing, children’s paintings, murals, prayer
ribbons, palm trees, and the image of water, which was
depicted in a multitude of ways. Our prayerful action
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Ireland

The Bible studies were widely used for preparation
meetings and sometimes for meditation. Music and
photo CDs were used in most of the celebrations, and
the artwork was used as a booklet cover or background
for the service. Some Sunday school groups used the
Children’s service, or children assisted in worship.
In Italy the topic of water scarcity is familiar to many
citizens who fight privatization of the water supply.
We share this in common with Egyptian families. Our
prayerful action included many local charity groups.
We contacted Egyptian people living in Italy to get
involved in solidarity acts with them. Through our
prayers and offerings we tried to let the Egyptian people feel our nearness in this particularly difficult time.
The offering was sent to the Swiss WDP for a literacy
project organized by Swiss Caritas, together with the
Coptic Church in the city of Asyut, Egypt.

has guided us to several charities (Ruhama, the Salvation Army, and Crosscare), which work with women,
trafficked persons, immigrants and homeless youth
and adults. They provide food, shelter, and hospitality to those who are vulnerable and neglected. ‘In the
story of the Samaritan woman, Jesus crosses the social
barriers of the society in which he lives to show his
love and care for outsiders. He offers his compassion,
his love and forgiveness, to everyone. He is asking us
to do the same, to cross the barriers that divide us from
other people, to love not only our friends and family,
but to love and forgive everyone, even those who hurt
us. He asks us to show solidarity with all people.’ May
we be inspired and empowered to do the same.

Italy
The theme of living water touched innermost part of
who we are. The desert is a metaphor of how arid our
lives can be if we don’t receive the water of life. As we
receive it, we can let it flow through ourselves to bring
new life. For WDP celebrations, many groups used
blue cloth to represent a river, which was the most
prominent image displayed. Nearly all used Egyptian symbols or Egyptian dresses, and many prepared
Egyptian food to share after the celebration. In total,
worship services were held in 65 locations using both
Italian and German languages.
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Lithuania
The 2014 WDP celebration was special, as we hosted
Egyptian Coptic women. They told us about Egypt
and the lives of women there, and also shared personal stories about how and why they emigrated from
Egypt. Refuges from Syria also shared their stories and
described the complicated political situation in Syria.
Praying together with Coptic and Syrian Orthodox
sisters all in their own languages we strongly felt a
common spirit of prayer. Sixteen services were held in
14 different locations across Lithuania. The children’s
service order was also used in 3 Sunday school groups.
Leading up to World Day of Prayer, we had a meeting
with a Coptic community and were invited to take part
in a Coptic worship service and thus became acquainted with the sung Coptic liturgy and the tradition of
using incense. We held seminars of preparation and
Bible studies. Many women were surprised that water
can have such a vital effect on people’s life, since in
our country we have plenty of pure water. The theme
taught us to value water, and to stop wasting, and polluting it. We enjoyed listening to the CD, and tried to
join in the singing, but found that we also needed to
include some familiar hymns and songs. The beautiful
artwork was used to decorate the places of celebration.
In prayerful action, Christian women in Lithuania are
taking the initiative to help Syrian refugee families to
make their life easier by offering food, clothing, and
money.
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Luxembourg

Macedonia
In Macedonia, we do not have many ecumenical ser-

vices, so the women look forward to this opportunity to worship with friends and women from other
denominations. Ten worship services occurred; four
in cities, and 6 in smaller villages. The services began
with music from Egypt, and there were decorations using the theme, including flowing water. Some services
were led entirely by women and ecumenical choirs
participated. Costumes added an interesting bit of drama and gave a better understanding of the many faces
of Egypt, just as there are many faces of our own country. In several venues, refreshments and much values

fellowship took place after the service.

Luxembourg
We learned how important and precious water is, and
that it is necessary in order to survive. It is a simple,
but lovely message: water brings life. Without it we
cannot live.
Several services were held for children and for adults,
including some that used selected elements of the WDP
order of worship and were held on a later date. PowerPoint was used extensively, and few programs were
printed. The background information, map, texts, music and artwork were all used to enhance the celebrations and preparations. The churches were decorated
with objects such as cloths, flags, sculptures, candles
and scenes of water.
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In prayerful response to the 2013 theme, we have supported new laws in Macedonia that protect children
being taken out of the country. We have supported
the placement of posters about human trafficking at
border crossings and police stations, and some of our
church publications included articles on the subject of
human trafficking.

Macedonia

In one celebration the scripture was creatively enacted, and the ‘Well’ and the ‘Water Jug’ were given voices. They reflected on the conversation between Jesus
and the Samaritan woman, and interrupted with their
comments, questions, and explanations! Another celebration adapted the role-play, by adding a 5th woman,
a Muslim, so that her perspective might also be represented. Yet another shared in a song with gestures
that engaged the entire congregation in movement,
and children made the sound of rain with rainmaker
instruments. We learned a lot about Egypt and the
women there. We realized that there are significant
differences in the daily lives of women of different religions. Access to work, fair pay and education vary
widely. However, we saw that all women in Egypt
have to fight for their rights.

We live in an area where water is plentiful. In fact,
during this time we were dealing with too much water,
which was causing problems for farmers preparing for
spring planting. However, we explored the figurative
meaning of “desert” in our relationships with God and
with one another. We talked about the experience of
the refreshing water of forgiveness. Like Egypt, Macedonia is a Biblical country and we could identify with
the preconceptions that people form from reading the
Bible.
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Netherlands

Norway
This year’s WDP theme gave a good opportunity to
talk about how important water is for all living things,
and how drought can mean disaster for many people.
We had the opportunity to recall that not everyone has
the same opportunity for clean water that we have in
our part of the world. Wherever we live in the world,
we are all dependent on Jesus as the living water into
our lives.
The local committees planned the celebrations. Many
women took part in leading the programs. Those who
played the Egyptian women dressed in traditional
clothing and the pictures were shown to augment the
background information. In addition, the music played
at various times during the services, and in many places, Egyptian food was served after the worship. We
were able to use the WDP artwork to enhance the worship programs and information booklets.

The Netherlands
The theme really appealed to us, especially when we
witnessed the events happening in Egypt. It is a miracle to us that even though the theme is chosen years
ahead, each year, it is so accurate! We followed many of
the examples provided, but we ‘turned them around’
to be useful in the Netherlands. Women were dressed
up as suggested, and that was great to see. Close to 700
services were held across the country in Dutch, Frisian,
and Malaccan.

We have always worked with the Norwegian Bible Society. This year’s project, in connection with the International Day of Prayer, the Bible Society of Egypt will
publish a separate “Women’s Bible”. This is the first
time that such a Bible being made in Arabic. It is a Bible specifically aimed at women and focuses on stories
about women in the Bible, which will be illustrated.
The goal of the project is to highlight the Bible’s view
of women, and this will inspire and encourage them to
get involved in church life.
Greece

Youth groups attended our instruction days and we
have a group of young followers on Facebook. This
is a sign of hope to current members of World Day of
Prayer, and to the young people who are not involved
yet! Our website included the translated background
information, maps, and activities for the children’s
service, which could be accessed by smaller groups
around the country.
The service offering will support Salam Medical Centre, a not-for-profit hospital in El-Qanatir Elkhaireya,
Egypt; the Teje Foundation, providing food for the
homeless and orphans in the slum area, Haram, in
Cairo; and the Daughters of St. Mary (Beni Suef: service as an act for God, in Coptic), providing clinics,
schools, and programs for the mentally handicapped
and the elderly. Our ‘‘informed prayer and prayerful
action’’ is not only on paper, but found in lasting relationships!
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Romania

We learned that only God gives eternal life because He
is the source of Living Water. In John 4 Jesus breaks the
walls down: race, gender, social status, and religion.
We learned a lot from the conversation of the Samaritan woman and Jesus. He leads the woman to acknowledge the chaos in her life, and then offers not judgment,
but love. Her gratitude overflows and she runs to the
village to share it. Jesus also forms and renews us with
his Word, as a result, the living water flows through us.
When we drink deeply of His love, we can share God’s
grace with others and that gives us joy.

Scotland

Portugal
We know that life in the desert is very hard. But it is the
Holy Spirit who touches the human heart, bringing the
fruits in abundance. Jesus offers the living water, and
with living water comes joy. The women of Egypt overcome many difficulties. We continue to be in prayer
with them for peace! During our preparatory meetings
we studied the Bible text, and planned the services.
Celebrations were held in six locations across Portugal.
Water was central to the decoration for the celebration.
The image of water reinforced the theme and helped
us to think about Egypt and its peoples.

Romania
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In most services this year the suggested props were
used, especially costumes for the four women in the
role-play. The music was used at the beginning of the
services to set the scene. Some also used music during
offering, at the close of the service, or while enjoying
Egyptian recipes during fellowship. Tables were decorated with tiny flags or tablecloths in red, black and
white, the colors of the Egyptian flag. In one hall, a
table was set up with different artifacts from Egypt,
and the speaker explained them. Participants are able
to take the order of service home as a reminder to pray
for the writing country and the situations they face.
Our prayerful action resulted in support for projects
in Egypt through The Scottish Bible Society, Feed the
Minds, and other Christian Societies.
Scotland

The celebration of worship was unique in each group.
Women presented Egypt, by dressing in costumes, leading the drama, praying and singing. We talked about
difficulties caused by lack of water, about seemingly
unresolvable situations, and we prayed for the lives of
the Egyptians. Some gatherings lasted for many hours
and ended in eating together. Our national committee
had not met for three years. We attended some training
in Germany and then, this year, we had 2-3 ecumenical
preparatory meetings to prepare the celebrations. This
allowed us to hold more and more celebrations for
WDP. 144 services were reported, but the total number
was much greater. Our understanding was expanded
by the Bible Study, artwork, music and photo images
provided by WDP.

Approximately 600 services were held around Scotland. Trainings were held across the country in preparation. City committees, local churches, house groups,
and individuals led Bible Studies. Daytime services
allowed children and youth to participate more fully.
In our planning, we intentionally prayed for younger women, that they might become involved, but also
for the struggles of their daily lives. Because of what
washappening in Egypt, many of us were already
praying for the people there and were concerned about
their safety, including that of the Egyptian Committee.
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Serbia

out about the problems they face as they fight for their
rights. We prepared the Bible Studies and order of
worship in Slovak, with the assistance of some of the
younger members. The map, photos, music CD and
background information helped us to have a greate
understanding of the writing country.
For WDP we prepared the places of celebration with
artwork and decorations. At the entrance to worship,
each participant could taste a piece of Egyptian bread.
There was no shortage of Egyptian tunics, lotus blossoms, and living water from the springs, according to
the Biblical story of Jesus and the Samaritan woman.
Worship started with beautiful singing and a presentation about the land of Egypt, and modern life there.
Following the service we were sure not to miss a variety of sweet and savory treats made from traditional
Egyptian recipes

Serbia
World Day of Prayer worship services were celebrated
in over 22 places in the Vojvodina region alone. The
order of worship and other resources were translated
into several languages including Serbian, Croatian,
Hungarian, Slovak, and Ruthenian. For an entire
year we worked to build a worship service in Zemun,
which is a historical village in the city of Belgrade. This
was the first time a WDP service has ever been held
there. We found that we had many Orthodox sisters
and brothers among us for the service, and we rejoiced
in their presence.

We thank God for letting us participate in this important day together with so many others throughout the
world. In Stockholm, the Egyptian Tourist Office graciously provided authentic costumes and jewellery for
the drama. This year’s theme was rich in meaning for
us, and we were so pleased that a song from the Swedish 1984 WDP was again included.

Slovakia

In preparing, with the help of the background information and Bible Study, we learned that the problems
in Egypt are similar everywhere. Right now their concerns are very strong, and we prayed for them. Water
is also very important here in Serbia. Like Egypt, we
also face high unemployment, and difficulty with the
health system, in some parts of Serbia. In addition, we
have a high number of refugees, internally displaced
persons, and immigrants. In every village and town
there are people with stories to tell. The 2013 WDP Bible Study has helped us become involved in supporting church related organizations and the Red Cross,
which both work with refugees.

All hymns were sung in both languages simultaneously. In Norrköping, the newly established Coptic
congregation provided samples of Egyptian food at
an evening gathering that ended with “Our Father” in
Arabic, Coptic and Swedish. We were touched by the
testimonies from Egypt and encouraged by the hope
given us by the living word of God.

Slovakia
We learned a lot about Egypt, the religions in the country, and the lives of Egyptian women and children.
We also learned about their difficult situation, social
differences, and their desire for education. We found
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Slovenia

was good to hear about their hope and joy. We read it
on our celebrations, as we wanted to feel closer to our
sisters.
We had two preparatory meetings. One for fellowship
and Bible Study, and the other, for the Bible Study, led
by the preacher from of one our celebrations. In that
way, we build connections. This year, we invited a
Catholic woman to preach at the Redentor Cathedral,
a church in the Anglican Communion in Madrid.

Sweden
Slovenia
Through the Bible Study we saw the well-known story
of the Samaritan woman from a new perspective; from
the perspective of a normal woman, who is seeking
God’s help to reach a full life. We all found ourselves
thirsty in our every-day rush, and were grateful to stop
by the well, stop for a moment, to talk with Jesus and
take living water from His source.
In Slovenia we had 7 services, some large, others small.
Our services started with a song and introduction. The
service followed the order of worship translated into
Slovene, sometimes mixed with Italian, German, English, or Croatian. We introduced some parts with drama to enliven the service. The meditation explained
the Bible text in more detail, and related the theme and
insight about the writing country to our own lives. We
also had short workshops or discussions to share our
experiences. The prayers were combined with symbolic acts such as lighting tea lights, or putting flowers
in the stream. After the final blessing we gathered to
share refreshments, to plan other activities, and to get
better acquainted with one another.

Spain
We realized how much had changed from the time the
material was written to the day we celebrated. We were
very concerned about the socio, political and religious
situation of Egypt. We attentively followed the news,
especially about the situation of Christians in Egypt.
The “informed prayer” from our WDP motto was very
concrete this year.
Thanks for the update letter we received from the
Egyptian Committee before the service in March! It
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A Lutheran clergywoman in the tiny village of Kolåsen,
in the far north of Sweden, held what was probably
the smallest service. She wrote: “It felt very special to
observe this year’s theme in the Swedish equivalence
of the desert: the snow covered northern mountains.
When the service was about to start, a heavy snowstorm broke out and we dared not try to reach the old
Sami chapel. Instead, all the women of Egypt joined us
in a cottage in the Swedish ‘desert’. . . The storm cut
the electric power and the meeting was held in candlelight. There were not just four of us in that house at
the end of the road. A window opened towards sisters
in another desert, engaged in a different struggle but
joined through the same divine love. And we drank
from the same stream, of the water that gives life everlasting.”
Local committees involved women of the Coptic and
Orthodox churches, which are growing in Sweden. We
were so blessed by this involvement and hope it will
continue into future WDP celebrations. In Södertälje,
The Mission Covenant church was filled to capacity.
The participants included a large Coptic youth group.
The program from Egypt was excellent. All hymns
were sung in both languages simultaneously. In Norrköping, the newly established Coptic congregation
provided samples of Egyptian food at an evening gathering that ended with “Our Father” in Arabic, Coptic
and Swedish. We were touched by the testimonies from
Egypt and encouraged by the hope given us by the living word of God. We thank God for letting us participate in this important day together with so many others throughout the world. In Stockholm, the Egyptian
Tourist Office graciously provided authentic costumes
and jewellery for the drama. This year’s theme was
rich in meaning for us, and we were so pleased that a
song from the Swedish 1984 WDP was again included.
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Lithuania

Strengthening National
Committees Workshop

			
		

Croatia

The WDP Croatia hosted 40 women, 9 countries, and
11 different Christian denominations for the workshop, held on January 24-26, 2014. The workshop was
an amazing opportunity to strengthen the spirit of ecumenism, to encourage networking and future cooperation.

Switzerland
In preparation for the World Day of Prayer, we offered
regional workshops and had programs on TV and radio and in newspapers about the celebrations. Worshippers utilized the order of service provided globally. The Bible story about the woman at the well was
the center of our celebrations. We used images, décor,
scripture and drama to tell the story of Christ’s living
water.
The order of worship was translated into German,
French, Italian, Sursilvan, and Vallander. A map of the
writing country, as always, was included on the back
of the booklet. Our informed prayer and prayerful
action includes the support of microcredit loans for
single women and persons with disabilities, anti-trafficking advocacy, and support to immigrant women.
Projects are funded in Egypt, Romania, Switzerland,
among other locations.

Ukraine
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Streams in the Desert reminded us how God changes
the desert by flooding it with water. The war that happened in our region left a lot of trauma, which we are
still battling today. We are working on reconciliation
and peace-building. One way to resolve the issue of
misunderstanding is by being more careful in the way
we speak about sensitive topics. By working and celebrating together, the WDP service from Egypt will help
us to overcome prejudices and traumas from the time
of war.
Our plan for the future includes encouraging and motivating the formation of groups in different towns,
and helping them to organize the worship service in
their communities.

Strengthening National Committees

In 2014, several denominations worked together to review the World Day of Prayer materials, to study the
Scriptures and to personally invite people to attend
WDP. We advertised the programs and encouraged
young women to participate. The Bible Studies were
conducted by means of discussion, question and answers. We offered World Day of Prayer celebrations
in thirty-three locations, with a total of thirty-nine services. We used the worship service and materials from
WDP including the background information, children’s service, artwork, music and photo images. The
order of worship and Bible Studies were translated
from English into both Ukrainian and Russian. We are
making efforts to strengthen our Committee and our
contacts in the community. We look forward to World
Day of Prayer 2015.

The women in Croatia first got acquainted with the
WDP movement 16 years ago, at the Europe Region
Conference in Switzerland. Our desire and enthusiasm
for bringing such a program into Croatia greatly impacted our community. At the time, all ecumenical endeavors were attempts of crossing boundaries created
among nations and denominations durinig the war. To
have a day in the year in which unity among Christian
women would be real and tangible through prayer,
was warmly welcomed by the women of Croatia.
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European Conference

European Regional Conference
Learning from each other,
living together
In Austria, more precisely in Salzburg, around 100
women from 33 different European countries gathered together from 11th until 17th June 2014. We came
to share our fears, joys and hopes around the theme:
Learning from each other, living together. Through the Bible studies, workshops, and various activities, the participants tried to move from "I" to "WE". There were
many opportunities to talk about specific country concerns and how WDP could empower women in each
country. Although the young women were few, they
were full of energy, hope, and enthusiasm. They felt
heard, and were welcomed to participate fully and
take leading roles in the WDP movement, though
sometimes their experience was very different in their
own countries.
One highlight of this Conference was the Open Day.
Women from neighbouring cities visited and participated in the Conference for one day. To close the Conference, we participated in the worship service written
by WDP Bahamas, and we experienced foot washing.
Each woman was given paper shaped as a foot, on
which she wrote her hope for the future, before bringing it to the altar.
The participants left the Conference filled with new
ideas, hopes, and even solutions for issues in their
country’s committee. We felt empowered by the WDP
movement and committed to continue learning from
each other and living together. Thank you to the Austrian WDP Committee and to the Austrian team for a
great Conference.
Laurence Gangloff and Emmanuelle Bauer
			
Regional Representatives

European Regional Conference
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Latin America
Paraguay

Argentina

Bolivia

With this year’s service, we learned the challenges of
being a Christian in the Middle East. In Argentina, we
had 60 celebrations with at least 10 different denominations involved in the program. We used all the resource materials prepared by the WDP Egypt Committee, which we received from WDPIC.

We had three celebrations in Cochabamba. Unfortunately, we were not able to organize a children’s program. We prepared the Bible Studies, used the songs
for the processional, and dressed like Egyptian women. A Methodist pastor preached the word and the sisters of the Salvation Army presented the Biblical drama. We also enjoyed a time of praise and prayer with
our sisters.

We noticed that the groups were very committed to the
service, and gave great importance to decorating the
churches. One of our participants Leyla Rivoir composed an original song for the worship service.
We are motivating young adults and building the capacity of our leaders through workshops and retreats.
Our emphasis has been to promote prayer. We continue to be connected with CAREF, which is a church organization, that helps refugees and migrants.

World Day of Prayer
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We were impressed by the miracle in the life of the
Samaritan woman, and how her testimony brought
change to her community. We interpreted that to our
cultural context.
Our gesture of solidarity was to share part of the offering with a young man in our community who is living
with cancer.
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Brazil

is dignified in a context where she was excluded for
being a woman and coming from Samaria. And third,
water is a vital element that we need to protect for our
future. This is a great challenge for women.
The service had a special touch, as we created the settings to introduce the writer country. We used traditional clothes, fruits, testimonies, dialogues and art
crafts to bring the country to us. We also used a PowerPoint presentation to show images of Egypt in the
past and today. We recreated a well at the altar and distributed a small ceramic jar where each person placed
his or her written prayers. The focus of the meditation
was the meeting of Jesus with the Samaritan woman at
the well, a conversation that conveys, inclusion, grace
and forgiveness. After the service, we had a fellowship
moment with traditional fruits and foods of the focus
country, and gave our guests an opportunity to know
about our women’s ecumenical group.

Costa Rica

Brazil
We discovered our own deserts and reflected Jesus being our living stream. He quenches our thirst, and also
teaches us to care for the water and our environment.
The celebrations were very creative and inspirational.
They challenged people to not exclude others, but to
cross social barriers, the way Jesus did. The young people participated in the programs with songs, readings,
and biblical drama.

We were glad to learn that Egypt was a place of refuge
in the past for Jesus’ family, back then as it is today,
though the country is going through difficult times. It
is important to remember that Jesus was a refugee, and
we need to support the refugees in our country. This
can be made possible by raising awareness and supporting organizations that are deal with migrant and
refugee peoples.

Costa Rica

We believe that one way to strengthen our national
committee is to promote the WDP movement. With
that goal in mind, we are attending several assemblies
and seminars to expand our knowlege and strengthen
our foundation. We also have groups getting together
to prepare themselves for the celebration. They study
the theme and the country context, so the worship service becomes meaningful to the community.
Our effort was worth it, as we now know more about
Egypt’s needs and its hope for the future. We are
amazed to know that this is a worldwide prayer moment; it gives us strength to continue in this prayer
journey. Thanks to all those who made it possible.

Chile
There are three very interesting aspects to the theme
this year. First, the message of God that offers us a
new life. Second, there is the Samaritan woman who
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Cuba

ture of caring for water. We felt invited to ask ourselves how we can be a stream of living water in our
society, family, church, schools and work place. Where
are the deserts in our lives? We realized that women
need to be empowered and active in the community, to
be like the streams in Cuba today. However, to bring
about transformation implies an educational process
that includes women and the community, and methodologies that are respectful of all.

We recognized that Costa Rica is very fortunate with
all its biodiversity. We need to take good care of it! We
need to be more conscious of how we use water.
We learned that the Samaritan woman was not a prostitute, as we have heard before. But instead, she was a
victim of a patriarchal society, and in Jesus she found
living water.
We enjoyed learning about a new country. The program helped us to understand a different culture. We
saw the pictures of Egypt and listened to its national
anthem. During the group reflection, we raised new issues for prayer, such as being faithful stewards of the
water that God gives us. We will continue to pray for
people living in places different from our own.

The youth prepared the site to remind us of Egypt, and
the meeting place of Jesus and the Samaritan woman.
We prepared a participatory meditation connected
with the ideas of the Bible study. We made necklaces
with the key of life symbol to be shared during the
small group conversation. It was an excellent tool to
build ecumenical relationship during the service and
to meet the new people that attended the WDP services for the first time.

Guatemala
In one of our celebrations, a professional painter introduced us into the art of painting, meditation and
self-expression. We painted our personal and social
deserts, identified the streams of Jesus in our lives, and
shared how we experienced those streams.
We promoted the Bible study in different places
throughout the year, to better connect with the conGuatemala

We need to say that the traditional food – hummus,
pita bread, and hibiscus - was delicious! To conclude
the service, everyone received a small bottle with sand
inside to be reminded to continue to pray for Egypt.

Cuba
To be a writer country for 2016 WDP, has strengthened
our Committee for the 2014 March celebrations.
We believe that the 2014 theme reaffirmed that we are
all equal and that love can make possible the impossible. The most important thing is the unity of God’s
people so that all can believe. God rejects nobody, and
the church needs to learn it.
Another lesson we learned this year was about water
being a vital element for human beings. Water needs
to be clean to sustain life. We need to develop the cul-
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Chile

Honduras
Across the generations, women worked together to
plan and lead worship. Young women led the roleplays and created the beautiful WDP brochure. We
held our first-ever planning retreat in February. About
25 women participated, mostly from the city where it
was held, with four visitors from other parts of Honduras. We shared Bible Study, a documentary video
called “The Plaza” about recent events in Egypt, and
the photos sent by WPDIC. We also learned some
songs, built a pyramid of blocks, enjoyed Egyptian
food, and in general, became better known to each other. The participants were enthusiastic about the day.
Many committee members took on responsibilities
for aspects of the planning. We are grateful to all who
worked throughout to create a collaborative spirit, to
the Glory of God.

tent and the spirit of the celebration. We creatively
prepared the worship service, including symbols and
decorations that reminded us of the country. A few
comments we heard: “Thanks Jesus for taking women
into account;” “It is important to recognize that water is a
treasure;” “We need to help the ones in need;” “I was feeling
very sad, alone and abused, but now I feel stronger;” “I am
different today, and I will continue to be transformed together with my daughters.”

Services were held in Intibucá, San Pedro Sula, El Progreso, La Ceiba, and Roatán. The entrance of the four
women, thoughtfully costumed, was very well done.
The biblical drama at the well was also well done and
kept the attention of the participants, many of whom
were young children. We had a meaningful sharing
time with partners, around the topic of deserts in our
lives and our experiences of receiving water. The partners were very engaged in their sharing. We continue
to pray for the many Hondurans who are leaving the
country, often at great cost and personal risk, seeking
a better life.

Honduras

We are concerned about violence against women. We
learned about the law against genital mutilation. We
pray that women are informed and feel the authority
to denounce it. We should talk about it on our churches and communities. Every day more cases of violence
against women are denounced, as women have the
support of others.
We raise awareness about migration. We educate the
communities about the law against trafficking in human and child exploitation. Last year, the US deported
35,000 people to Guatemala. This year, we learned that
the children are migrating unaccompanied to the US.
Today, there are around 900 Guatemalan children in
the US Border Patrol Detention Center, and they will
probably be deported.
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Argentina

the Bible study during the worship service, and found
that the Bible drama was very helpful. During our
preparations, four months before the March service,
we shared the program and creatively planned the celebration. We reviewed things such as coordination of
dates and how to best support churches. Then, closer
to the date, we met weekly to make sure the experience
would be fruitful.

Panama
During our WDP preparation we prayed a lot. We
contacted our members and had posters around the
country to share the event. In addition, we used the
music CD and Egyptian costumes to better experience
the scriptures. One of the Sunday schools built a well
by hand. It looked very authentic. In the seminars we
learned about the Egyptian culture, social issues, geography, and Egypt in Biblical times. Out of our committee, a prayer-chain has developed which lifts up different situations in the community. Another prayerful
action includes our telephone ministry.

Mexico
UNIFESC is an interdenominational organization that
promotes the World Day of Prayer in Mexico. We published the program in our Devotional Program Book,
and it was distributed to several women’s church organizations in across the country. Through this year’s
theme and worship service, we realized that women
around the world have similar problems and life experience as ourselves. However, women are overcoming discrimination in the professional field. God opens
doors to let us live without discrimination. We had a
delightful worship service and we enjoyed learning
about women in Egypt.

In each of the five services, women and children portrayed the Samaritan Woman at the well. Each person
in the drama was outstanding and the congregations
sang the songs with enthusiasm. This year’s theme:
Streams in the Desert taught us that the Water of Life
is Jesus. This water flows for Egypt, and for the whole
world. If you drink this water, you will benefit from
eternal life that Jesus offers, and you will never thirst
anymore. We have the privilege to bring others this
Living Water.

Panama

Nicaragua
Jesus creates a miracle in each woman! All women can
talk to Jesus! Even when a woman is considered living outside the social parameters of a society, there is
no reason for discrimination. She also has a ministry.
However, women face discrimination in the churches.
Women’s discipleship ministry is still undervalued. So
we formed small groups to discuss what women have
done in the churches and communities, and how it has
been received. Have we been recognized or undervalued?
We had several celebrations, with the participation of
women from different denominations. We presented
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Paraguay

Uruguay
While we prepared for WDP, we were impressed and
influenced by the news that was coming from Egypt.
We tried to gather and understand the information,
to learn about the life of our Egyptian sisters, and to
include them in our prayers. The Bible Studies were
presented at our yearly meeting with the artwork,
music and images. We found all of the materials to be
very helpful.
Each of the 25 celebrations decorated the place of
worship in a special way. This year, the river Nile was
reproduced with fabric surrounded by paper flowers.
We also saw different “models” of Jacob’s well and
papyrus paintings. The procession was accompanied
by the music CD, and young women were found to
speak the part of the young Egyptian.

Paraguay
We felt very connected with the four Egyptian women
who introduced us to Egypt during the worship service. The message of living water touched us profoundly. Jesus is our stream of living water, and he quenches
our thirst.
The August Retreat is a vital part of the DMO life in Paraguay. We touch base with each other and get new people excited about the movement. We study the theme,
do the Bible study, and plan the celebrations ahead of
the summer and back to school season – March!

In Montevideo, a young man and woman memorized
the scene. When the woman ran away from the well
exclaiming, “Come and see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” She communicated her joy to the whole audience and moved
us deeply. Later when we reflected on our “wells” of
water, Streams in the Desert, it became evident that people wanted to share their experiences. They described
situations of being in the desert and meeting persons,
texts, or music that was for them the Living Water. After the celebrations ended, traditional Egyptian foods
were prepared and shared in many locations.

We are motivated to have a time of prayer in small
groups. It is an opportunity to concentrate on the focus country. The indigenous women’s groups also promote a prayer vigil. The women’s groups continue to
use the Bible study throughout the year.
Uruguay

We estimated that around 700 people, in over 10 places participated in the services. The young people were
active leaders and readers in the celebrations.
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Pacific
Pacific Regional Conference

Aotearoa New Zealand

Australia

The significance of Jesus as the living water was learned
or relearned by many. The common theme of thirst for
water in a dry land was a link between New Zealand
and Egypt. This symbol of water had deep meaning,
and the sound of water being poured had a powerful
effect. Many people said they were very moved and
touched by the worship. Some said that they felt the
outside world had moved much closer as a result of
the service.

With the current political situation in Egypt the theme
was just perfect; it brought out the understanding that
we each ‘thirst’ for a greater knowledge and acceptance in this life. It brought the needs of the people
into focus, especially for who have grown up in a ‘privileged’ way, not having experienced slavery, deprivation, lack of education, war and such political upheaval that affects our everyday existence. The content of
the service was very informative and helped us pray
meaningfully for Egypt.

Huge creativity was shown across the country – wells
were built at the front of the churches, and rivers of
crepe paper or ribbon were used to bring the imagery
vividly to life. Churches were decorated colorfully
with flags, palms, artifacts and pictures. Nearly every
group enjoyed dressing up and doing the Samaritan
woman at the well drama. Some younger participants
even shared in this. Services and materials were adapted to Kiwi, Maori, Tongan, Samoan and Niuean. Bible
studies were excerpted and included in the last page
of the service booklet (with information on accessing
the full study online), and artwork was displayed on
the front of the booklet. The vibrant singing of Men’s
choirs was a much-appreciated feature this year. We
advised service leaders to welcome and involve young
adults, men and children in the WDP celebrations.
We have a representation at the National Council ofWomen, and she is keeping us and her church groups
informed about human trafficking.
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Over 1125 services were held across Australia. Each
area amended the service to meet the local needs. Many
services had students attend; at least 3 were at large
school assemblies of 450 students each. We found that
more evening services enabled those in the workforce
to attend. Some were ‘café style’ or a meal with a ‘Taste
of Egypt’ around the table, using recipes supplied in
the contemporary/youth service booklet. We made
the resources such as Bible Studies, artwork, map, and
background information available on our website for
download. During Inspiration Days we used the dramatization of the Woman at the Well, which was extremely well received, and many copies were distributed. Water was used creatively in many celebrations.
One worship space even had life-sized camel cutouts
and palm trees in the church. Flags, music, artifacts
and costumes assisted us in experiencing the culture
and traditions of Egypt.
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Cook Islands

Fiji
The Egyptian Committee focused their theme on issues that correlated with the geographical situation
of their country. Knowing the state of the land, it was
easy to understand the challenges to livelihood and socio-economic status in Egypt. We are grateful that hey
made the Egyptian life and spiritual situation understandable by using an image that is familiar. A desert
depicts a place of hopelessness, emptiness, and unfavorable situations. Plants will grow when they are watered. Such a picture tells us that nothing good comes
out from our lives if we do not open up to be filled with
the living water that only Jesus gives. We will continue
to face problems and uncertainties unsuccessfully in
life if we are not focused on God- for God is the Provider and Sustainer of our lives.

Cook Islands
Within the region and worldwide, WDP-women are
touched by the urgency for prayers. As women of faith,
we find strength in our spirituality for peace and in the
relationships we develop as we worship together
across the globe.

Australia

Streams in the Desert helped us to to reflect on the
streams flowing in our hearts and in our homes, work
places, social gatherings and wherever we go. Each of
the 8 WDP celebrations showed this through songs,
prayers and dramatization. One of the churches added
a video, another did a drama about how young people search for Christ. Both included the story of the Samaritan woman, and how she left the well to proclaim
Jesus as the living water. A litugical dance followed: “I
will draw water out joyfully from the spring of salvation.”(Isaiah) Men, women and children fully participated in
the celebrations and the day ended with sharing meals
together.

We celebrated WDP in urban and rural settings across
the country. The inclusion of the dramatization of the
Biblical story gave a new twist to the program. The social issues highlighted by Egypt are now more understood by us in Fiji. We were not aware of the problems
before the Bible Study and celebration. The background
information, images, artwork and CD all helped us
have a greater understanding. We are one in prayer
with those affected by such enormous issues throughout the whole world. It opened our eyes and moved us
toward prayerful action in the areas of counseling and
visitation, environmental sustainability, caring for Senior Citizens, economic empowerment of women, and
healthy living.

Let us now work for a brighter future, in cooperation
with Christian women. We look forward to having a
strong community that is sincerely interested in protecting minorities, promoting social and economic
justice, establishing peace and security, developing
political and economic international relations, and
introducing Christian educational programs. We are
deeply involved in carrying out projects to prayerfully achieve this. Thank you to the women of Egypt for
a fruitful theme that helps us be rooted in Christ, the
Source of Life.
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Kiribati

women were appointed to the choir and led our music with joy and enthusiasm. Efforts are being made
to bridge older and younger generations on our WDP
Committee, through an attitude of respect. Our ecumenical women’s fellowship worked together on the
translation into Samoan for all of the materials.
On the same day, we practiced hymns and participated
in studying the scriptures using the study provided.
We had an emotional discussion on both Isaiah and the
story of the Samaritan Woman.

Kiribati
Through this year’s theme we learned that although
we are far away from our sisters and brothers around
the world, God’s provides springs amidst the desert.
From the Kiribati perspective, we do not have mountains and rivers in our country. The women in Egypt
experience the river Nile that brings fertility to the
land for crops to grow to sustain their lives, however, our land is infertile and we do not have rivers or
streams to water our soil. We depend on rain to fill our
water tanks with drinking water.
The Samaritan woman is at the well fetching water at
noon for her basic needs, when she encounters Jesus.
We are similar to this Samaritan woman at the well, as
it is our role to fetch water for the needs of our families. Amidst all the problems or deserts a woman may
encounter in life, as one thirsts and seeks for water to
quench her/his thirst, there is always a spiritual spring
that we can depend on – Our Lord Savior Jesus Christ
– who is the fountain of springs, the Living Water in
our deserts. Whoever believes in Him, will have life
and life in abundance.
WDP was an enjoyable day to hear singing, laughter,
stories and speeches from our guests. We also appreciated sharing food together. We ended the day with
a prayer for God’s guidance, love, and blessings to be
with the women in Egypt and all around the world,
and to those who have prepared the World Day of
Prayer for 2014.

Samoa
The leaders in each of the participating denominations
encouraged younger women to actively be a part of the
planning and celebration of WDP. Many of the young
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Our WDP service was peaceful and moving. The Egyptian music was played as the four women in the roleplay walked to the front in their distinctive costumes.
We found the dramatization of Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well to be very inspiring. We had
studied the scripture intensively in our meetings and
preparations, so it was enriching to encounter it again.
The entire service was broadcast live on the radio for
the women who could not attend in person, so that we
all could celebrate at once. Our prayers and offerings
went to people at the Health Service Hospital and to
people who are at home with diabetes, stroke and other diseases.

Tonga
The theme gave us hope. We found it challenged us
to build bridges or channels, which allow streams of
living water to flow into different areas of life where
there is desert or hardship. Jesus broke down the barriers with the Samaritan Woman (Jew/Samaritan, man/
woman, material water/everlasting life). We see people who cannot see opportunity in life, and we are to
be for them, Streams in the Desert. Our prayerful action
included supporting the Cancer Society, promoting
gender equality, and visiting the disabled and elderly
to lift their self-esteem.
We conducted the Bible Study one week before WDP.
It was broadcast through Radio Tonga to the whole
country. All the member churches gathered at the
Catholic Cathedral. The priest conducted the Bible
Study, and he translated the material to the Tongan
language. We used the map on the cover of our service
book. A line was drawn from Egypt to Tongo so people could see our connection on the map. Our prayers
can reach Egypt through our study of the Bible and
our understanding of Egypt. We invited young adults
to participate through readings, singing action songs,
and helping plan the celebration. Egypt challenged us
as Christians, to open our eyes, to look for the desert
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in our own environment, and to let the water pour out.
May the Lord Our God empower us to show His grace
to those in need, as Streams in the Desert.

Vanuatu
We learned that the theme Streams in the Desert has
deep meaning in our spiritual lives. Jesus is the stream
in our lives; if there is no stream in the desert, there is
no life. Attending the worship service were not only
women, but also a few men, many of who were church
leaders. They were happy to join the worship service
and encouraged to the WDP Committee to invite more
men in 2015. We learned many things about Egypt.
Our Sisters attending for the first time were amazed to
learn that we shared this worship with women globally, all joining in prayer for our sisters from Egypt.
We held services in Port Vila (the capital of Vanuatu),
Noumea (New Caledonia), and 100 0ther locations
throughout the 6 provinces. The desert blooming video was projected as people arrived at the service in
Port Vila, and other celebrations used pictures and
artwork to show the geography and people of Egypt.
Youth groups led songs in several services, and music
from the CD was also used. A Regional WDP meeting
was held in Nadi, Fiji in June 2014 where we received
resource materials which will allow us to hold a threeday training for the National WDP committee. This
will help us to further a spirit of unity through our
WDP work.
We sincerely thank the WDPIC in New York for preparing and sending us all the WDP resources materials!

Pacific Regional Conference
The Pacific Region’s Representatives - Sala Naveata of
Fiji and Katea Lutui of Tonga, were the conveners of
the Conference. Seven of the 17 countries in the region
attended, with 13 participants, plus a few Fijian women. Seven of the delegates had been in New York for
the 2012 WDPIC International Meeting.
The aims of the Conference were to recount experiences
and progress throughout the years, to strengthen local
and regional committees, to improve networking, and
to become familiar with WDP policies and procedures.
Leaders of different WDP Committees led sessions on
WDP policies for national committees, steps for the
Annual Celebration, and challenges being faced as a
region. There was endless variation between the countries and we gained so much through sharing our reports and experiences.
The Bible Studies were based on the theme of radical
love, as developed by the WDP Bahamas for 2015. We
act not out of fear of judgment but out of the experience of God’s love to those on the margins of society.
We joined a local council initiative, walking about 500
meters to pick up rubbish from the edge of the roadway with our plastic bags and gloved hands. When
we reached the Catholic Church we deposited the bags
and sat under the trees, grateful for refreshments supplied by the nuns. We had undertaken prayerful action
towards the environment on World Environment Day!

Aotearoa New Zealand

We recommend that 1) the Pacific representatives be
copied when sending Country reports to WDPIC, 2)
the committees contribute 1% of the offering to be sent
to WDPIC, together with the 5% Annual Contribution,
3) a Strengthening National Committees workshop be
held in Vanuatu with participation of countries who
are struggling to be organized, and 4) a regional meeting be held every two years.
Our thanks go to all for the wonderful Fijian hospitality and the warm welcome.
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Elizabeth Clarke

Empowering by Sharing
Executive Committee Meeting
Balancing moments of spirituality, fellowship, reflection, planning and witnessing, the WDPIC Executive
Committee met in August 2-8, 2014 at the Gimghamsburg United Methodist Church, Danton, Ohio. It was
our first time together, and we felt we have a lot to
share with each other.
Our prayer theme was based on the WDP 2015 worship
service: Jesus said to them: Do you know what I have
done to you? Looking back into Jesus ministry, we celebrated the ones he healed, he called, he touched, he ate
with or washed the foot.
We started our conversation mapping the socio-political context of each region. We reaffirmed that our
contribution to the ecumenical women’s movement is
“Empowering by sharing in prayer.” Then, we prayed
over the issues raised in the conversation, like political
conflict, war, unaccompanied children migration, economic injustice, women’s rights, relationship between
religion and state, government corruption, and the war
in Gaza.
The initial conversation about the theme of our next
International Meeting in 2017, pointed out to continue
focusing on ways to develop an educational methodology to live out the motto of the informed prayer and
prayerful action. There is a need to improve communication at national and international level, increase
leadership opportunities for young women, promote
training based on the annual themes, and share practices on actions that transform our communities.
At the end of our week meeting, we witnessed for
peace joining the Conference “Walking with Palestinian Christians for Holy Justice and Peace.” The Conference was sponsored by the United Methodist Church,
and Nora Carmi, WDP Middle East representative and
Kairos Palestine member, was a keynote speaker.
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Rosângela Oliveira

A symbol that catalyzed the attention
of many communities in this year’s
celebration was the well. It was reproduced in the sanctuary where
young people staged the dialogue
of Jesus and the Samaritan woman.
In connecting this dialogue and the
political turmoil of Egypt in the past
years, the message of the living water
and the transformation of a community by the witness of a woman, became very real to many. The well is a
meeting point and water is a source
of spiritual life and public health.
Water is vital!

ed the representation in our Committee to other areas, and have elected a
young woman to be our chairperson.
Four young women took a very active
part in the planning and celebration of
WDP.”

EWNI

A

Water is vital!
Informed prayer led WDP into action for social justice.

The ecumenical effort to plan the
WDP worship service is an immense
task. It is only made possible because
the movement resonates with the dialogue of the Samaritan woman and
Jesus. WDP is a meeting point and
there are barriers to cross for the living water to quench our thirst. Based
on 94 country reports, which are the
source of information and reflection
of this Journal, we hear about the experiences that deepen the movement
in the communities: expanding ecumenical relationship, developing inter-generational leadership, committing to social justice, introducing new communication skills, and raising awareness.
In many places, there was a special effort to listen to
Muslim women and to invite Coptic Churches to bring
the presence of the people of Egypt to build relationships in the ecumenical movement.
“We were blessed to make a connection with the Coptic community in several areas across Canada. The service brought
us into a beautiful new connection and understanding.”
New initiatives with children and shared leadership
with young people brought encouragement, waiting
and renewal.
“In Bulgaria, we changed the time of the celebration so that
working people and young people could attend. We expand-
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“This year’s theme was particularly relevant in the Philippines since a large
part of the population does not have access to portable water. This lack of access
to safe water was dramatically increased
by Typhoon Yolanda. WDP became an
advocate for disaster risk reduction
awareness.”
WDP is a global movement rooted in
local communities. Old or new technology of communication is a tool to
connect, include, and raise awareness, both locally and globally.
“We used our Facebook page to communicate with many younger women. A
complete WDP service was broadcasted
on South Africa national TV during five different time slots.
We are in the process of printing material with the WDP
logo to be used for scarves, skirts, and dresses.”
World Day of Prayer is not a one day activity. It is an
ecumenical year long process that is rooted in prayers
and leads to acts of solidarity.
“We celebrated WDP in urban and rural settings across the
country. The social issues highlighted by Egypt are now better understood in Fiji. We were not aware of the problems
before the Bible study and celebration. The background information, images, artwork, and CD, all helped us to have
a greater understanding. It opened our eyes and moved
us toward prayerful action in the areas of counseling and
visitation, environmental sustainability, caring for Senior
Citizens, economic empowerment of women, and healthy
living.”

.
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WDP at a Glance
World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement led by
Christian women who welcome all to join in prayer and action
for peace and justice on the first Friday of March.
The 2014 Journal is based on the 95 country reports received.
The WDP Committees reported that the Streams in the Desert
Worship service was held in about 17,934 places and 121 languages. It includes hospitals, prisons, schools, churches, convents, or homes. The worship service was broadcasted on national TV, radio and livestream.
From the beginning of WDP it became a guiding principle
to collect the offering, even when it was very small, so a real
difference could be made in the lives of women and children
around the world. Gathering and sharing the offerings are key
to lived solidarity.

WDP

Across the seven regions, at the local community or across the borders,
the National/Regional Committees live out the informed prayer and prayerful action
giving for the following purposes.
1. Empower women, children, youth, and people with disability through education, mentoring,
shelter, food program, trauma counseling, hospital care, orphanage and prison visiting.
2. Support people displaced by war, natural disasters and atomic bomb radioactivity, victims
of domestic violence, trafficking, and sexual abuse to overcome poverty, gender inequality and
social or ethnical discrimination.
3. Campaign for a nuclear free world, peace movements, Korea reunification, environmental
care, creation stewardship, clean water technology, human trafficking prevention and a life free
of all forms of violence.
4. Provide care and medical supplies for people living with HIV/Aids, aging people, cancer patients and malnourished children.
5. Build wells in needed community, support families, migrants, refugees, women farmers, teen
ager mothers, homeless women and youth and First Nations peoples with student scholarship,
job training, literacy, or micro-credit.
6. Promote Christian education, Bible translation and distribution, ecumenical formation, and
women’s ministry.
7. Build and support the organizational sustainability of WDP in the local communities, in the
writer countries, and the regional and international coordination through the annual contribution and Fund for Tomorrow.
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International Meeting 2017

Encuentro Internacional 2017

Rencontre mondiale en 2017

WDPIC wants to announce that the
next International Meeting will be
held in the year of 2017, and will be
hosted by the WDP Brazil. All WDP
National Committees will receive
information ahead of time and will
have the opportunity to register
their delegates, submit suggestions
of themes and writer countries, and
participate in relevant decisions about
the regional and the international
movement.

El Encuentro Internacional tendrá
lugar en 2017 y su anfitrión será el
DMO de Brasil. Todos los comités
nacionales van a recibir la información
pertinente con anticipación y van a
tener la oportunidad de inscribir a sus
delegadas, presentar sus sugerencias
de temas y países para elaborarlos, y
compartir las decisiones importantes
para la marcha del movimiento a nivel
regional e internacional.

La prochaine rencontre mondiale
de la JMP aura lieu en 2017. Elle se
déroulera au Brésil. Tous les Comités
JMP recevront les informations en
temps et en heure. Ils auront ainsi la
possibilité d’inscrire leurs délégués,
de soumettre leurs propositions
de thèmes et de pays rédacteurs.
Ils pourront participer à la prise
de décisions cohérentes pour le
mouvement au niveau international et
régional.

We want to anticipate the
announcement to help you engage
your Committee in starting make
plans and raise funds to cover your
expenses for the event. Following our
Guiding Principle that everybody
has a gift to offer and to receive, we
want to encourage you to prayerfully
consider donating to the Fund for
Tomorrow.
The Fund for Tomorrow provides
opportunities for women of all
nationalities and generations to attend
the International Meeting. The gifts
enable greater number of younger
women to join WDP community to
share their wisdom and to engage in
leadership roles in the movement.
A great opportunity to donate for
the Fund for Tomorrow is to honor
a person that has being relevant to
your community or region. To honor
is a way to continue her legacy and
invite others to the journey. You can
send your donation to your National
Committee. If you send a short bio of
the honoree, WDPIC will post it at the
website.
Please visit our website to read more
about the Fund for Tomorrow.
http://www.worlddayofprayer.net/
foundForTomorrow.php

Ya estamos haciendo este anuncio
ahora, para que ustedes animen a sus
comités a comenzar con sus planes
e ideas para buscar fondos para los
gastos que necesitan para participar en
este evento. En el espíritu de nuestro
principio conductor de que cada
persona tiene sus dones para ofrecer
y para recibir, queremos alentarlas
a considerar una donación para el
Fondo para Mañana.
El Fondo para Mañana les proporciona
a mujeres de todas las nacionalidades
y generaciones la posibilidad de
asistir al Encuentro Internacional. Las
donaciones que ustedes hagan les
darán a un mayor número de mujeres
jóvenes la posibilidad de integrarse a
la comunidad de DMO, a compartir su
sabiduría y a comprometerse en roles
de liderazgo.
Otra razón importante para hacer
donaciones al Fondo para Mañana
es la de honrar a una mujer que ha
sido importante en la propia región o
comunidad. Una forma de honrarla
es la de continuar en el espíritu de su
legado, invitando a otras personas a
unirse a su recuerdo.
Las donaciones se entregan a
los comités nacionales. Éstos se
comunican con la oficina del CIDMO
que se encargará de que el nombre, la
foto y una breve reseña de la persona
honrada se publiquen en nuestro sitio
en internet.
Por favor, vayan al sitio del CIDMO
y entérense de lo que contiene.
http://www.worlddayofprayer.net/
foundForTomorrow.php
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Cette annonce a pour but
d’encourager votre Comité à réfléchir
à sa participation et à rechercher des
solutions de financement. En accord
avec notre principe « chacune a la
possibilité de donner et de recevoir
», nous vous encourageons à faire un
don pour «L’offrande de demain »,
fonds de solidarité internationale.
Ce fonds offre l’opportunité à des
femmes de toutes nationalités et
de tous âges d’être présentes à ces
rencontres internationales. Le don
que vous faites permet d’inviter
un plus grand nombre de femmes
parmi les plus jeunes à rejoindre la
Communauté de la JMP, partager
ainsi leur sagesse et prendre des
responsabilités dans le mouvement.
Une autre raison de participer à
«L’offrande de demain » est d’honorer
une femme importante pour votre
région ou votre Communauté. Cette
manière de l’honorer prolonge ainsi
son témoignage et son engagement,
invitant d’autres à se joindre à
l’aventure JMP.
Vous pouvez adresser votre don à
votre Comité national. En envoyant
une courte biographie de la femme
que vous désirez honorer, celle-ci
sera publiée sur notre site web. Ne
Manquez pas de le visiter pour en
apprendre d’avantage sur «L’offrande
de demain »
http://www.worlddayofprayer.net/
foundForTomorrow.php

Shanti Means Peace:

WDP 1927-2021
Theme Timeline

The Story of the Fellowship of the Least Coin
Written by Anna Hansen Bedford
Illustrations by Shelly Hehenberger

World Day of Prayer
A global ecumenical movement led by Christian women who
welcome you to join in prayer and action for peace and justice
on the first Friday of March.

1930

1927

Asia

Caribbean & North America

This whimsical tale of the founding of the Fellowship of the Least Coin is told through the eyes
of a girl from India who finds a nearly worthless
coin and, by spinning it in her hand, is able to visit places and people touched by the Least Coin
prayer movement. She finds that the Fellowship
of the Least Coin, begun by women from several
countries more than a hundred years before, has
changed forever the lives of those who have received prayers and “least coins” from women all
over the world. This truly beautiful book is a wonderfully told story on its own, and a lovely way to
We have a new poster! The timeline of World Day of introduce this international prayer movement to
Prayer Worship service themes and writers is based on children of all ages. Price $7.50
Pray Ye erefore Mary Hough, USA
Breaking Down Barriers Mrs. M. H. Lichliter, USA
at ey May All Be One Florence G. Tyler, USA
Ye Shall Be My Witnesses K.W. McArthur, Canada
Let Us Put Our Love into Deeds & Make it Real Presbyterian Young Women, USA
Father, I Pray at ey May All Be One Georgia Harkness & Sadie Gray Mays, USA
e World at Prayer Jessie M. Bader, Welthy Honsinger Fisher & Helen Smith Shoemaker, USA
Christ, Our Hope Migrants, Share Croppers & Native Americans, USA
One Flock One Shephard Cook Christian Training School Phoenix, Arizona, USA
Labourers Together with God WDP Women Canada
Forward through the Ages (75th Anniversary) Sue Weddell, USA
What Doth the Lord Require? Pearl McNeil, USA
A New People for a New Age WDP Women Caribbean
Community Spirit in Modern Life WDP Women Canada
e Earth is the Lord’s Native American Women, USA
New Persons in Christ WDP Women Caribbean
God Calls Us to Respond WDP Women Haiti
God’s Wisdom Provides New Understanding WDP Women Guyana
Jesus Said to them: Do You Know What I Have Done to You? WDP Women Bahamas
All God’s Creation is Very Good! WDP Women Suriname

1927
1928
1929
1931
1939
1943
1948
1952
1956
1960
1961
1965
1971
1978
1981
1983
1996
2008
2015
2018

at Jesus May Be Lied Up Helen Kim, Korea
Hold Fast in Prayer Helen Tupper, India
Follow ou Me C.C. Chen, China
y Kingdom Come WDP Women Shanghai, China
Make Level in the Desert a Highway for our God, Isabel Caleb, India
e Lord is y Keeper WDP Women China
Faith for Our Time Michi Kiwai, Japan
at ey May Have Life Sarah Chakko, India
More an Conquerors WDP Women South Korea
Bear Ye One Another’s Burdens Rathie Selvaratham, Ceylon
Make Us Builders of Peace WDP Women Japan
Responsible Freedom WDP Women ailand
Peace rough Prayer and Action WDP Women India
Lord, Teach Us To Pray WDP Women of Burma (Myanmar)
Like A Seed Which Grows into A Tree WDP Women of South Korea
Talitha Kumi, Young Women Stand Up! WDP Women Indonesia
Let Justice Prevail WDP Women Malaysia
2017 Am I Being Unfair to You? WDP Women Philippines

1930
1932
1933
1941
1947
1949
1950
1954
1963
1968
1974
1980
1985
1989
1997
2000
2012

Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem Mrs. J.W.L. Hofmeyer, South Africa
ou Art the Christ, e Son of Living God Mabel Shaw, Missionary
e ings that Make for Our Peace Mabel Shaw, Missionary
Walk As Children of Light WDP Women Africa
Growing Together in Christ WDP Women West & Southern Africa
Spiritual Growth Women Africa at Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation
On the Journey Together WDP Women Kenya
e Earth is a House for All People WDP Women Ghana
Who is My Neighbor? WDP Women Madagascar
Signs of the Times WDP Women South Africa
Let Everything that Has Breath Praise God WDP Women Cameroon
Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk! WDP Women Zimbabwe

1936

Latin America

On Earth, Peace, Goodwill Toward Men Laura Jorquera, Chile
Abide in Me Jorgelina Lozada, Argentina
For God So Loved the World Violeta Cavallero, Uruguay
Education for All of Life WDP Women Mexico
Open Doors WDP Women Brazil
God’s People: Instruments of Healing WDP Women Guatemala
God’s Tendor Touch WDP Women Venezuela
In Faith, Women Shape the Future WDP Women Panama
United Under God’s Tent WDP Women Paraguay
How Many Loaves Have You? WDP Women Chile
Receive Children, Receive Me WDP Women Cuba

1935 Bear Ye One Another’s Burdens Baroness van Boetzelaer van Dubbeldam, Holland
1940 In Quietness and in Conndence Shall Be Your Strength Muriel & Doris Lester, England
1945 e Church Universal Representative of Women’s WDP Central Committee,
England, Wales & Ireland
1951 Perfect Love Casteth Out Fear Else Niemoeller & Hildegard Schaedor, Germany
1957 Who Shall Separate Us…? Serena Vassady, Hungarian in Exile
1964 Let Us Pray Madeleine Barot, France/WCC
1966 You Are My Witnesses WDP Women Scotland
1972 All Joy Be Yours WDP Women Europe
1977 Love in Action WDP Women German Democratic Republic
1982 e People Of God - Gathered for Worship, Scattered for Service WDP
Women of the Repulbic of Ireland & of Northern Ireland
1984 Living Water from Christ Our Hope WDP Women Sweden
1990 A Better Tomorrow, Justice for All WDP Women Czechoslovakia
1992 Living Wisely With Creation WDP Women of Austria, Germany -West & Switzerland
2002 Challenged to Reconcile WDP Women Romania
2005 Let Our Light Shine WDP Women Poland
2013 I Was A Stranger and You Welcomed Me WDP Women France
2019 Come – Everything is Ready WDP Women Slovenia

Paciﬁc

1938
1958
1967
1973
1986
2001
2009

1938

1936
1955
1962
1976
1988
1993
1999
2004
2007
2011
2016

Europe

1935

1934

Africa

1934
1937
1946
1953
1969
1979
1991
1995
1998
2006
2010
2020

e Church, A World Fellowship Alice E. Henderson, New Zealand
e Bread of Life WDP Women of Australia
Of His Kingdom ere Shall Be No End Queen Salote, Tonga Islands
Alert in Our Time WDP Women New Zealand
Choose Life! WDP Women Australia
Informed Prayer – Prayerful Action WDP Women Samoa
In Christ ere Are Many Members Yet One Body

1959

1942

WDP Women Papua New Guinea
2021 Build on a Strong Foundation WDP Women Vanuatu

The World

Middle East

1942 I am the Way Refugee WDP Women New York City
1944 God Wondered at ere Was No Intercessor Statements of 150 nationals &
repatriated missionaries from over 100 countries
1970 Take Courage! WDP Women Egypt, India, Jamaica, Philippines & USA
1987 Come and Rejoice! (Centennial Anniversary) WDPIC Executive Committee

1959 Lord, I Believe WDP Women Egypt
1975 Become Perfectly One WDP Women Egypt
1994 Go, See and Act WDP Women Palestine
2003 Holy Spirit, Fill Us WDP Women Lebanon
2014 Streams in the Desert WDP Women Egypt

A Timeline of WDP worship service themes and writers, WDP 1927-2021©
Art based on Blessed by Chantal E.Y. Bethel, WDP Bahamas 2015©
Design: Alexa Simeone

World Day of Prayer International Committee
475 Riverside Drive Suite 729
New York, NY 10115 USA www.worlddayofprayer.net

Blessed, the art painting, done by Chantal E.Y. Bethel,
for the 2015 Bahamas celebration. The poster tells the
story of women’s global concern and theological approach through a movement of informed prayer and
prayerful action.
Use the poster to tell the story of WDP in your community! Invite the children to find the writer country
on the map! Suggest to the young people to identify
the social justice issues on the timeline! Envision new
themes and writers that ecumenically welcome all to
join in prayer and action for peace and justice.

Order information:
In the United States, order from Presbyterian Distribution Service (PDS), 1- 800/524-2612, or online
www.pcusa.org/store. Request item #PWR14470.
All other regions:
Visit Fellowship of the Least Coin at:
www.flc.net/ph or email icflcph@gmail.com

To order the poster, please email:
admin@worlddayofprayer.net.
The cost of the posters is as follows:
1 to 10 posters = $ 5.50 each poster plus shipping;
11 to 99 posters = $ 4.50 each poster plus shipping;
over 100 posters = $ 3.50 each poster plus shipping.
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Bahamas 2015

Jesus said to them
“Do you know what I have done to you?”

Cuba 2016
Receive children. Receive me.
¡Buenos Días! Good Morning!

The Bahamas is a place of beauty. The beautiful colors gifted by nature
are reflected in the worship service and the artwork. The islands give
voice to the people of The Bahamas who invite the world to “come and
be washed in God’s ever-flowing ocean of grace: to bask in the iridescent light of Christ’s love, and to be embraced by [God’s] Holy Spirit
with the cooling trade-winds of transformation.”
Radical love is the theme that weaves together all the components of the
worship resources. They eloquently tell us that Jesus is God’s presence
of radical love in the world. Following Jesus’ example of washing his
disciple’s feet, we are asked to continue the gesture of love in The Bahamas and in our own communities. That is how the spiral of informed
prayer and prayerful action moves around the globe.
As we listen to our Bahamian sisters throughout the worship service,
we realize that transformation is seen when a teen mother does not feel
alone as she finds support to continue her education and to raise her
child, when a breast cancer survivor or people living with HIV and AIDS
find strength to live out their journey, and when the chains of oppression
and enslavement are broken. Also, let’s not forget the call for responsible stewardship of God’s creation shared by all; whether it is those who
step in the pink sand or swim in turquoise water of the archipelago, or
those who enjoy whatever natural beauty has been gifted by God to your
corner of the world.

Maybe that is what Jesus would have liked to hear from the disciples
when the little children were brought to him for a blessing! Instead, the
disciples spoke sternly to them and Jesus challenged their behavior in
order so that they could see God’s love in the face of those children and
to care for them. Let them come, and you will learn how to receive the
Kingdom of God! Receive children. Receive me!
Which of those attitudes has been yours? Who are the children whom
Jesus embraces and blesses while challenging us to receive them like
the Kingdom of God? How would you, along with the worldwide WDP
community, continue to share this blessing? We listen to the voices of
women and children in Cuba as we meditate and pray with them.
The attitude of prayer in the Worship Service begins with a welcoming
coffee and a conversation about everyday life in Cuba. The service
invites us to an inter-generational encounter where we celebrate the
dreams of the elders, the vision of the young, and the wisdom of children. The different generations represent glimpses of Cuba’s history,
geography, culture, and faith, inviting us to praise God.
Jesus receives the children, who were likely brought by their mothers,
he receives those who were searching for him. In this encounter, Jesus
declares: “Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the Kingdom of
God as a little child, will never enter it.”

For more information about World Day of Prayer please write:
World Day of Prayer International Committee
475 Riverside Dr. room 729
New York, NY 10115
USA
Tel: 1 212-870-3049
Email: admin@worlddayofprayer.net
www.worlddayofprayer.net

