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FROM THE CHAIRPERSON

“A Gesture of Radical Love.”
John 13:1-17
By Corinna Harbig

I greet you warmly on behalf of the
World Day of Prayer International
Committee!

ship service is not thought to be a
Lent celebration. So, to perform this
gesture meant to reflect on how to
observe the foot washing ecumenically and meaningfully at the local
context. Some people felt challenged to overcome the uncomfortable feeling of touching somebody
else’s body or to have their body
touched by someone else. Whereas,
others felt the gesture was familiar
to their culture, as women in the
countryside are expected to wash
the feet of the whole family.

WDPIC

D

Dear World Day of Prayer Sisters,

On March 6, 2015, in more than 170
countries, women invited the communities to join the World Day of
Prayer service written by the WDP
Committee of Bahamas.
Jesus said to them “Do you know
what I have done to you?” (John
13:12)
At the center of the service stood
the scene in which Jesus washed
the feet of his disciples as an example of radical love. Jesus asked
them to follow his footsteps, repeating what he had done for
them.

Jesus said to them “Do you know what I
have done to you?” (John 13:12)

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to the WDP Committee
of Bahamas for this wonderful touching and encouraging
service; and Chantal E.Y. Bethel for the painting, which
helped to meditate on the theme.

The Bahamian women interpreted this encounter in the
present life of women and girls in the Bahamas. Six persons entered the scene carrying signs describing their situation, and with making themselves open to have their
feet washed they experienced a transformation, which
was embraced with a hug. This gesture reflected healing
through a community’s radical love.

We will remain faithful to follow the footsteps of Jesus by
overcoming borders between people and preparing ourselves to accept the invitation of the WDP Cuba Committee for “Receive children. Receive me”.

At most of the celebrations they carried the signs suggested by the Bahamas committee: poverty/blessed; domestic
violence/blameless; migrant/accepted; teenage mother/
never alone; HIV and Aids/included; and breast cancer/
cured.

Peace and blessings to all your
work and commitment for the
World Day of Prayer!

I have had the privilege to join WDP workshops in different
countries for study and preparation of the celebration. It
was very interesting to see how spiritually deep this moment could be, as well as the challenges it asks us to face.
The foot washing is a traditional ritual in some Christian
denominations during the Holy Week. Even though, the
WDP service fell during the Lent season this year, the wor-
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As you read the reports in the Journal, you will realize the impact of
this moment. By sharing with each
other, we were able to experience
our moto ‘informed prayer and
prayerful action’ during the service.
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Worship Service Bible Text
John 13: 1- 17 (NRSV)

Paraguay

Ukraine

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that
his hour had come to depart from this world and go to
the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world,
he loved them to the end.

clean, though not all of you.”

The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son
of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his
hands, and that he had come from God and was going to
God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and
tied a towel around himself.

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and
had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know
what I have done to you?

Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was
tied around him.

So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet.

For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he
said, “Not all of you are clean.”

You call me Teacher and Lord--and you are right, for that is
what I am.

For I have set you an example, that you also should do as
I have done to you.

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you
going to wash my feet?”

Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master,
nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them.

Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but
later you will understand.”

If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”

Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.”
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also
my hands and my head!”
Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to
wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are
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FROM THE WRITER COUNTRY

Jesus said to them: “Do you know what I have done to you?”

W

By WDP Women of Bahamas

Bahamas

When we realized in
showing great potential in
2007 that we would be
art: Bahamas Artist Movewriting the WDP service
ment (BAM) for children and
in 2015, we had joyful exan art school in Grand Bahapectations. As we moved
ma for girls, established by
toward 2011 and the esChantal Bethel. We will oftablishing of a National
fer help to these groups from
Committee, we were eaour offerings, and also assist
ger to start the writing
them in seeking scholarships
process. In 2012, when
and financial help.
Havwe actually began the
ing now been introduced to
work, there was a sense
WDP, many women in these
of privilege, pride, and
organizations have asked
honor that overwhelmed
to be a part of the WDP lous. We realized that the
cal meetings. Already, some
whole world would give
of the women authors have
a year to learning about
joined in the meetings and an
our people and our counincreasing number of young
try. A day when millions
women are now involved.
of voices would be raised
before God, in solidarThrough the launch of a
ity in prayer for us! In
new postage stamp, we have
our many hours of Bible
established contacts with
Study, rehearsals, talks
the Government Ministry
with artists, musicians
of Transport and Aviation
and choirs, churches and
where the Minister is a womA big Thank you to
school groups, and in
an, and with the Postmaswritten dialogue with the WDPIC
ter – also a woman. In fact, our
WDPIC for giving us this
Executive Committee, we became
Prime Minister, Governor General,
chance to be a
very emotional. To ask the world
Minister of Tourism, Minister of
writer country, and for continued
to pray for our country, particularFinance, and Minister of Foreign
encouragement and support.
ly for our women and children,
Affairs have all became involved
created a deep sense of humility.
and interested in our work. We are
We came to understand not only
part of the Women’s Bureau, which
our own shortcomings and needs, but we learned to regularly meets with leaders of Women’s groups in both
share these with sisters around the world as we asked for church and society.
their prayers.
The committee used all possible media in order to reach
Through our research and sharing, we learned a lot about everyone. The major radio and television stations gave
ourselves and the needs of our own women. Making interviews and news stories; we were featured in all of the
contact with women on all our islands was a challenge. daily newspapers and on some talk shows; and churches
We accomplished this by working through churches and featured WDP in their newsletters. We were also invited
our Government’s Ministry for Social Services. We have to be a part of exhibitions and the development of young
now linked the work with other groups including the artists, as WDP gave our country’s artists worldwide
School Principals’ Associations on each island, and the exposure.
Commonwealth Writers Association of the Bahamas. We
developed close ties with the groups mentioned in our A vast number of visuals were needed for the service,
Worship Service: the Women’s Crisis Centre, the AIDS including the names of islands, the footprints, and the
Foundation, PACE, Children’s Club, and the Cancer So- women whose feet were washed. To accomplish this,
ciety. We learned of groups of children and young people tremendous computer assistance was provided by sev-
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Bahamas
Bahamas

eral of our young women. They have shown an interest in
maintaining the work of WDP. Young women were invited
as writers and were also a part of the choir that prepared the
music CD. Our children’s service was originally designed for
young children and the young women adapted it successfully
for teenagers. Because of their involvement, they are already
excited about the service for 2016.
The response from our communities was phenomenal. In our
celebrations, children enjoyed the music and sang and danced
enthusiastically. The children’s service was celebrated on almost every island. They were amazed to know that children
all over the world were celebrating and praying for the Bahamas. School Principals promoted the service at their schools
and teachers and children are looking forward to continuing
the celebration each year. Teachers and clergy members are
also looking forward to attending the Bible Studies in preparation for the children’s services in the schools.
Bahamas

The theme Jesus said to them – “Do you know what I have done to you?”
spoke very loud and strong in our Bible Studies. We were reminded of the disciples whose feet were washed by jesus. We now see
ourselves in the company of all these characters. We are humbled
by God, accepting that problems and needs of brothers and sisters
around the world are also our needs and problems. We do need
prayer, and at the same time, we prepare to ‘wash the feet’ of our
brothers and sisters - to “do to others just as I have done to you.”
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Caribbean/North America
Cayman Islands

Antigua

Barbados

The Bible studies were used by the women’s groups
and men’s fellowship. The children’s service was used
at Sunday schools. We had one celebration at a prison
as well. Each month, we host monthly prayer services
and sewing classes for young people.

The theme was thought provoking and indeed, presented a challenge to those who reflected on the mission
of the church and the responsibility to give compassionate care to society, which is required of members
of the body of Christ. The question which was posed
is an ever present reality to the broken world in which
we reside. The desire for forgiveness is something for
which many persons long for.

Jesus was a humble person, even though he was the
teacher. By the example that he set, we learned that we
should love and help one another. “Share a meal both
spiritual and physical to those in need” and “Actions
speaks louder than words,” were just a few of the responses on the footstep cards.

The communities dramatized the foot washing and the
healing and restoration which Jesus offers. The power
of the forgiving grace of God was felt, because as the
persons ‘wore’ the challenge they faced on their chest,
they powerfully lived in the moments of the suffering
as if it was their own experience. It was like “a personal
encounter” with Christ as their feet were washed. This
visual impact of the transformation created a genuine
joy for having met Jesus and understanding the power
of being forgiven, healed, and delivered.

In our country, we are particularly concerned about
rape, child abuse, and the care for people living with
HIV and AIDS. Participants suggested that we model radical love in our community by promoting education for women and young people, so they can be
economically independent.

World Day of Prayer
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Canada

ecumenism. There was a strong feeling of connection
and oneness in Christian faith and family.

In Toronto and other cities, there were Festival Days,
which provided host country information and allowed
participants to experience the WDP community while
sharing fellowship, Bible Studies, and traditional food.
Some communities incorporated the children’s materials into Sunday school groups or had children participate in the service.

http://www.wicc.org
Facebook: WICCanada

Cayman Islands
One participant shared, “This service was so very
beautiful and dynamic and highlighted for me the importance of the church recognising and speaking to the
tough issues that our society has to deal with – Jesus
reached out with a servant heart to those that we might
consider ‘untouchable’ and cleansed them with His
healing power – we are called to be His hands and feet
in this broken world today.”

Canada shares the prayer concerns of the Bahamas.
Because of the geography of our countries, some regions are isolated and less well served by health centers, social support agencies, and hospice care. There
are also historical truths regarding our indigenous
cultures, which continue to manifest themselves in extreme poverty, diabetes, environmental illnesses, and
poor access to clean water. We prayed around these
concerns. Several groups collected their footprint cards
and sent them to the Bahamas WDP committee. Many
groups experienced foot or hand washing. In one service an elderly man in a wheelchair participated. The
mutual washing of feet in this instance was especially powerful. The Bahamian décor brought Bahamian
warmth into chilly Canadian sanctuaries as people
gathered to worship and pray together. Offerings supported many projects within Canada and internationally, which benefit women and children or encourage

In one service, paper footprints were placed on the
floor leading up to the altar, which was decorated
with a vibrant bouquet of flowers, an open bible and
a prayer scarf. The music was beautiful and stirred the
hearts of those listening, moving from joyful celebration to meditative contemplation and soulful response.
The foot washing experience was also very powerful
and moving, clearly demonstrating the servant heart
of Jesus. Attendees pledged to continue addressing social concerns through prayerful action.

Canada

World Day of Prayer
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Canada

Grenada
Here in Grenada, the WDP service gave us a spirit of
unity and challenged us as Christians to love unconditionally and to share about Christ’s love. All of the
issues lifted in the service were relevant to Grenada.
Prayer footprints expressed ideas such as: Care for
people living with HIV/AIDS; love without condition;
love your neighbor as yourself; love without looking
for rewards; love me for who I am; love me as you
would love Christ; and to not discriminate.
Praying with the Bahamas was like praying for Grenada, because we share the same kinds of issues related
to domestic violence, incest, unemployment, mental
illness, and crime. The service motivated members to
plan a series of visits to the prison and the National
College, to provide education on gender-based domestic violence, HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted
infections, parenthood, and the idea that our bodies
are God’s temple. This year’s theme has inspired us
to learn from Jesus’ teaching to be humble and to love
each other unconditionally, without judgment.

Dominica
It is a joy to meet women from various denominations
and to share experiences as we plan for WDP services.
We have a week of prayer in the Methodist Church
preceding the WDP where different countries and concerns are brought to God. Overall, we could equate the
Bahamian situation to ours. People shared how they
received tangible help and prayers in times of need,
such as illness, and we prayed for the many immigrants from Haiti.

Guyana

In the celebration, we used colored flower petals scattered on the altar and we enacted foot washing using
a water jar, basin and towel. The congregation was
amazed and intrigued, especially when the women
rose up after the washing with positive words to express that they had been healed. It was a very thought
provoking and emotion filled experience as it brought
us face to face with the need for prayer in many parts
of our society.

The 2015 WDP celebration was very ecumenical and
occurred at several sites throughout Guyana. We were
able to use the music CD in preparation, though we
found it difficult to learn all of the songs and substituted some that were more familiar. Some young women
assisted in leading the program and took part in the
feet washing activity. It received a lot of attention from
the congregation and we were inspired to strive for humility as they demonstrated the love of Christ for one
another through the feet washing exercise. Also, the
intercessory prayers were well received, and the congregation sang heartily. The writings on the foot cards
were very meaningful and allowed us to feel connected to the people of the Bahamas, and women praying
together around the world.

As part of our outreach, we highlighted organizations
giving relief to persons affected by homelessness and
HIV/AIDS. We gifted sturdy painted signs to these organizations, especially the Cancer Society, which also
received our offering.

Jamaica

World Day of Prayer
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Jesus’ act of washing his disciple’s feet is a demonstration of total selflessness. The conversations of radical
love pointed out that we are required to be our brother and sister’s keeper, and to make other’s burdens
our own. John 13 reminded us to be like Christ – to be
humble, help each other, and take time to perform acts
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Guyana

Many of the issues of the Bahamas are relevant for
Montserrat. A significant percentage of the resident
population is immigrant and the need for acceptance
is a matter of serious concern. We also identified the
need to educate, support and encourage persons and
groups who are challenged, and included these concerns in our prayers.

St. Lucia

of kindness to all, offering our services without question.
During the celebration, the altar was decorated with
the colors of the flag of the Bahamian Islands. We
prayed with the Bahamian people showing that regardless of where we are, we all share the same trials
and concerns. We prayed about crime and violence,
abuse against women and children, for the sick and
unemployed, and people with special needs. The participants were asked to make their own petitions as
well. We continue to intercede in prayer against the
abuse of children. We join with other groups to bring
awareness to these injustices in society.

Montserrat
We held the Bible Study each night during the week
preceding the service. The celebration was held at
St. James Anglican Church. The committee presented
songs and scripture passages pertaining to the theme,
and the speaker stimulated reflection and examination
of our own reactions to the needs of other humans. She
focused on humility, which she suggested should characterize all of our relationships. We were challenged
to eradicate biases and judgmental attitudes so we can
be more accepting of other persons. We lifted in prayer
persons working to build the community - Police Officers, Social Workers, Community Development Officers, Magistrates and Probation Officers. Through this
service, rapport among women of different Christian
communions was heightened.

World Day of Prayer
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The visuals during the intercession of prayer was
thought provoking; some women admitted that
wounds were opened, while others acknowledged
that God’s grace has been at work in their situations,
bringing about transformation. A major issue that was
raised was the need to cross class barriers in order to
show radical love. It was suggested that we accomplish
this through advocacy, solidarity and tangible material
contributions, without prejudice or discrimination in
our communities and our country.
Ecumenical relationships are challenging in the sense
that there will be religious and theological differences
which we will have to work beyond. However, the joys
are magnified when we focus on our common kinship
in God, as well as the healing, health and wholeness
that we can bring to each other and to our communities, as women.
The beneficiaries of the WDP offering will be The Saint
Lucia Crisis Centre, which works with children, youth,
and adult women who experience neglect, various
types of abuse, or other traumatic and challenging situations. The programs they execute include those that
focus on personal development, counseling, temporary shelter, and medical and health services.

St. Vincent & Grenadines
The WDP worship service was readily grasped and
loved by the women. Ecumenical services were held
at the Church of God, Methodist, Anglican, and AME
Zion churches, with additional participation by members of the Catholic, Baptist, Wesleyan, Pentecostal,
and Nazarene communities.
Footprints were drawn at the entry of the church door
and along the aisle to the altar. Music from the CD was
played, the worship was then called to order, and wellknown choruses were sung. The order of service was
followed and foot washing was demonstrated by men

.
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Suriname

Turks & Caicos Islands
Participants marveled at the act of washing the feet of
others, and felt it was sacred to demonstrate such humility. It was truly symbolic of the love Jesus showed
to his disciples, and by extension, to us. They felt a
sense of joy knowing that they were included. Collectively, we expressed the desire to show a more visible
and genuine love to others by being kinder and more
sympathetic to their needs. Our islands are near to the
Bahamas, with similar cultures and challenges. The
children expressed that they share the same games and
activities as the Bahamas, and they joined in prayer for
their brothers and sisters there.

and women who carried signs depicting healing by
Christ’s unconditional love and servanthood. The table was decorated as suggested, with fruits and petals,
and people wore bright and floral garments. Both children and adults participated in the service. The message inspired us in areas where we can do unto others
as Christ did for us.

Suriname

Suriname

In the children’s service, the church was decorated
with ribbons and balloons. The youth participated
through dance, artwork, and singing. Girls danced in
white dresses with yellow, blue, and black hats. Women also dressed in the suggested colors with matching
hats and we used the colors of the Bahamian flag in the
artwork with shells, flowers, fruit, and vegetables.

In responding to the question, “Do you know what
I have done to you?” many expressed a desire to be
more radical in their outreach to others, committing
themselves to prayerful action. From the footstep
cards, these issues were lifted in intercessory prayer:
be good friends and listeners to those who are hurting;
visit prisons, hospitals, and senior citizens homes; help
financially and physically; pray for peace and salvation; assist persons living with HIV & AIDS, pregnant
teenage girls, and drug users; and share more love by
spreading the gospel, reaching out to youth, and being
a strong witness for the Lord.

The foot washing ceremony was very emotional. One
woman was initially unwilling to participate. She suffered for years with pain in her legs and could not rise
from her bed without help. The day after the foot washing, she noticed that she no longer needed help, and
she shared a powerful testimony with the church. In
the elderly home, Ashiana, a man pushed his friend’s
wheelchair to come to the WDP service without knowing that he was following the example of Jesus in the
scripture. On the footprint cards, people asked to pray
for violence against women, sexually abused children,
unity in the body of Christ, sisters with breast cancer,
peace, and for the wellbeing of Suriname. The celebration brought solidarity, unity, and respect towards one
other.
http://wgdsuriname.wix.com/wgdsuriname
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Turks & Caicos Islands

United States
Many of our communities participating in the service
imagined what it meant to accept and experience radical love from Jesus. The foot washing was a meaningful component, along with the foot cut outs - these
served as prayerful and reflective moments to express
intentions to embody radical love. One participant
wrote, “Remember when Jesus washed the feet of the
disciples. He said we should follow his example – to
serve others. Remember to pray for peace.”
The women and men love the ecumenism of the movement and program. They are much invested to get
more people involved and keep this movement going.
However, we do not have a strong younger audience,
so we are brainstorming ways to engage a younger
generation by being more programmatically creative.
We are also thinking about how to connect churches
with local community service organizations to practically implement prayerful action throughout the year.

US Virgin Islands
We prepared for WDP 2015 with our annual spiritual
retreat. We have broad ecumenical involvement with
representatives from the major denominations, who
meet together to plan the events. We work each year to
encourage greater involvement in the celebration.

The following social justice issues focused our prayers
and will receive our offerings in the form of grants: Domestic Violence, HIV/AIDS, Women in the Workplace,
Eco-justice, Refugees, and Migrant Workers.
http://www.wdp-usa.org
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Turks & Caicos Islands

One service was held with one hundred or more in attendance. In our celebration, we decorated with conch
shells and bright colors. After the service, we shared
fellowship and foods from the Bahamas. The children
performed a pantomime of the Bible lesson. We found
that prayers for our youth were centered on situation
of violence they face, and the hopelessness in life that
they experience. Our prayerful action involved reaching out to immigrants, especially those who suffer
abuse. We encouraged them to seek help from government agencies.
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Strengthening National Committee Workshop
For our first evening in Paramaribo, Diana Pengel organized
with the National Committee a conversation with WDP local
coordinators. The next day, 45 women arrived from different
denominations, ages, and ethnic backgrounds. They came from
the five districts, where they conduct their own WDP service.

Suriname

Suriname, November 21-22th, 2014

We began the workshop meditating on God’s creation written in
Genesis, followed by a community building exercise that related
personality types to birds and then to different personalities in
the Bible. It was lively and fun!
The WDP Guiding Principles was introduced in connection with
the Samaritan Woman (John 4), the biblical story of WDP 2014.
What is the prayer in the Samaritan Woman story? “We learned
that prayer was the generosity of this woman giving water to
a stranger and then sharing the news of Jesus”, answered one
participant.
One of the goals of the SNC was to build capacity of the writer country and start developing the framework
of the WDP 2018 theme, “All God’s creation is very good!” The experts invited by the National Committee
presented the environmental situation and its social implication in Suriname.
Marie Josee Artist, a cultural anthropologist, presented indigenous women as being vulnerable to poverty, lacking
access to food, health care, and education. They demand collective rights to land, water, medicinal plants, and
animals. Climate change has made seasons unrecognizable for their cassava crops and so they have had to adapt
their traditional knowledge. The Maroon people, a tribal descendant of African slaves, live in similar conditions
as the native people. The tribal and Maroon leaders at the workshop shared with us their personal stories.
Haidy Berrenstein, a biologist, talked about simple ways we can contribute to a more sustainable environment,
like recycling. Tanja Lieuw, director of United Nations for Development and Population, addressed the situation
of women and children in the interior, and the impact of small skilled goldmining, such as human trafficking and
environmental degradation.
Suriname

We learned about the Bahamas through the country
background information; we enacted the foot washing
of Jesus for his disciples as we studied the Bible. Then
we concluded with the worship service. Our final
evening was a colorful presentation of Suriname
culture with the participants wearing traditional
clothing for singing and dancing.
I feel the women went away energized and excited
about preparing themselves for the WDP Bahamas
2015, and also well informed about the expectations
of being a writer country.

World Day of Prayer
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Marilyn Fortin,
Caribbean and North America Regional
Representative
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Africa
Cameroon

Angola

Botswana

“Love is the key that shuts the door of evil and opens
the door of happiness. It is the path opened and drawn
by God,” reports the representative from the Angola
Council of Churches. We prayed for the authorities of
our country without reservation, as we are very concerned with the lack of awareness about women and
children’s situation. We are seeing many children abandoned by their parents even when they are disabled.
At the Evangelical Congregational Church in the provinces, the message that there is nothing that would separate them from the love of God that is in Jesus Christ
was very strong. “I come as I am,” greatly impacted
all the participants as a processional of women with
banners exemplified their situation. “My brother is sad
with me, but I want to talk to him to make him happy,”
said one of the children about ways we can be kind to
one another.

Our 2015 WDP service began with a procession, stepping on the footsteps made of paper in many colors.
Women of different denominations joined together in
preparation for the day and shared in the many aspects
of the celebration. Political leaders, church leaders and
people of other faiths were invited. Celebrations were
held in churches and kgotlas (traditional community
gathering places). Youth were involved in the services
through reading, music and dramatizations. We highlighted the issues of domestic violence, breast cancer,
and HIV/AIDS.

The WDP motto is lived out by visiting the sick and
inmates at the prisons, promoting training for young
people, and endorsing a campaign for basic sanitation.

World Day of Prayer
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In prayerful action, let us encourage one another with
glorious hope and follow the example of our dear
Lord who knew that when his hour had come, that he
should depart out of this world unto the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved
them unto the end. Let us concentrate on this glorious
ministry of forgetting ourselves and loving others as
Jesus has loved.
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Botswana

Democratic Republic of Congo
The celebration was a day of great feast! We spend
months preparing with Bible study and learning the
songs and country information. We encouraged women to break the silence against the multiple forms of
violence, to perform self-breast cancer examinations,
and to advocate for children and for health services.
The children’s program was sent to a school for fifth
and sixth graders.
Normally each woman wears her special church uniform, but to express the joy of building ecumenical relationship, we decided to exchange our uniforms that
day. We also invited a woman from a different denomination of the host church to deliver the message.
The celebration at the Catholic Church was held before
their mass. We invited men to dramatize the Bible text,
and we performed the foot washing. All the women
wanted to participate in it! It was very moving! Jesus’
example taught us that a true leader is someone who
testifies love and puts oneself at the service of others.

Cameroon

			

Love. Humility. Never alone. Healed. Accepted. Redeemed. Peace. These words were written on our paper footsteps. We felt a strong link with our sisters in
the Bahamas, and sensed that we were also praying for
our kindred who were taken away from us hundreds
of years ago. We prayed for youth unemployment,
underage labor, teenage pregnancies and forced marriage, maternal death, and poverty. Health screenings
and counseling were provided for diabetes, hypertension, hepatitis, HIV/AIDS, and malaria.
The foot washing reminded us of servant leadership,
which showed that love can make you a leader. We
were challenged to emulate Christ’s example by visiting a center run by Mother Teresa’s Sisters of Charity.
When we arrived, the person in charge of the center
looked at us in amazement and said: “Did anybody tell
you anything? You don’t know what you have done for
us”. We brought exactly the food they needed, without
knowing!

World Day of Prayer
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Gabon
Together with the nine provinces of Gabon, we meditated on the issues of HIV and Aids, ritual killings,
poverty, cancer, teenage mothers, and people in the
crisis or detention centers. Then, we observed the foot
washing ceremony and continued the service with
praise, dance, and sharing messages of love.
We managed to bring together participants from the
Catholic, Evangelical, and Christian Alliance Churches. We also invited men to stage the roles of Jesus and
the disciples in the Bible text.
We carried out the motto of the WDP through our
prayers for people living with cancer, for peace in our
country, and by visiting the disinherited widow’s centers. This year, the celebration was marked by a strong
mobilization, which also provided an opportunity for
a workshop on leadership.
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Madagascar

Ivory Coast
We have learned from the theme this year that true
love always goes hand in hand with serving others;
true love serves all the time. It has no borders.
Like the Bahamas, our country also struggles with domestic violence and people living with AIDS or breast
cancer. We are also concerned about female genital
mutilation, and the rituals of purification of a widow
which involves abuse and ill-treatment.
Although we had been celebrating WDP over the
years, we recently organized into an ecumenical WDP
National Committee. The main celebration was held
at the United Methodist Church in Abidjan with the
participation of sisters from other denominations and
church leaders. We started the celebration learning
about the country; we recreated the environment of
the Bahamas; and performed the foot washing. It was
a lively celebration!

Kenya

Ghana

Nigeria

The altar was decorated with beautiful bright colors
and flowers. Foot washing was done, emphasizing
God’s radical love and servant leadership. The theme
was well embraced and prayers and plans for prayerful action were shared: loving humankind, fellowship
with all, promoting peace and unity, caring for the
sick, dying, orphans and widows, and sharing what
we have. We donated items to the Ivorian Refugees
in the Ampain Camp, supported women with HIV
by providing food, and visited female prison inmates
and refugees. Children were asked to draw pictures of
their understanding of God’s radical love and shared
these images: “I would carry my mother on my back
today as she does for me when I am tired of walking.”
“I would share my food with my friend who comes to
school without lunch.” “I would visit the orphanage to
support them.”

The theme was very meaningful for us and it touched
whoever listened to it. In our country, we have ethnic
violence due to tribes fighting against each other for
boundaries and stealing of animals. Many people cried
when they saw the example of Jesus washing feet with
so much love and without any boundaries. In some
services, the children demonstrated washing each other’s feet as a sign of love, as Jesus did, and their parents

It was a joy to unite in our diversity because it brought
out the beauty of Gods’ creation. Women in the various denominations shared their unique attire, different
languages, and ways of conducting their worship. The
great thing is that we continue to be united through
Jesus.
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Nigeria

love you too”. They asked, “When are we able to wash
the feet of one another?” When we reflected on the
biblical question, “Do you know what I have done to
you?”, we responded that Jesus taught us to love, give,
learn, serve, help, rescue, live with humility, and get
along with our neighbors.

Mauritius
The most powerful moment in the service was the act
of foot washing, by which the ladies in symbolic gesture reflected the humility of servant Jesus – the act
clearly portrayed his love to have no limits and it was
given as a gift from the divine to anybody in the community.
were really touched by the way the children responded.
We felt so good to be in prayer with our sisters in the
Bahamas, as we share many of the same societal issues.
Prayerful action by our communities included visiting
orphans and the elderly, and support of the needy and
people with HIV/AIDS.
A month after the service, our University was attacked,
and many people who wanted to bring peace remembered the theme. We we are trying very hard to build
ecumenical relationships to bring communities
together.

Along with the issues raised by the Bahamas program,
we are specifically concerned about people living in
poverty, children in the streets, and elderly people
living alone. A workshop by the Ministry of Gender
Equality and Family Welfare members helped in counseling before marriage.
As an Island, we learned very interesting things about
the Bahamas in contrast to our context. For example,
for us, the summer with its hurricane period is from
November to April. However, there were similarities
such as the sea, crabs, lizards, fruits and dishes. Our
country also struggles with migration issues, where
Mauritians who leave to study abroad, do not always
return.

Madagascar
We have made an effort to strengthen ecumenical relationships, focusing on the scripture “That they may
be one” (John 17:20). The theme encouraged us to remove barriers so that others may know Christ’s radical
love through our actions. WDP involvement increases
women’s faith in God, and this brings a tight link between participants through monthly regional meetings
and service in our communities.
We prayed for the victims of floods, we committed to
proclaim the gospel and bring help to needy people in
prisons and hospitals. On footstep cards women wrote:
“I shall make an effort to love someone who hates me”
and “I shall try to live with radical love”. Children
spoke frankly in the worship service. They smiled and
looked to their friends, saying, “Jesus loves me and I

World Day of Prayer
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Nigeria
Women came from far and near for WDP. We joined
together to worship, pray, and share testimonies. We
were encouraged to teach our children by example,
discourage child trafficking, provide support to teenage mothers, and visit our own doctors to reduce cases
of cancer. Women decorated the hall with the beautiful
pink of the flamingo and the turquoise of the expansive
Atlantic Ocean. Footsteps were placed from the altar to
different pathways. It was very beautiful! The washing of feet by the preacher challenged and ministered
to people. The live youth gospel band and secondary
school choir led all members in praising God through
music and dancing.
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Seychelles

Sierra Leone
The United Methodist Women celebration involved a
one day workshop, where WDP history was told, and
the critical question from Jesus to his disciples was discussed. In the face of Ebola’s outbreak, we saw love in
the way people gave their lives for others. The hundreds of health care workers from the local communities and abroad showed love, mercy and sacrifice.
Many of them lost their lives, including 12 doctors,
while fighting for others. “They sacrificed their lives so
we could be free from Ebola.” It was from this context
that we asked ourselves: “Do you know what I have done
for you?”

Sierra Leone

Our children prayed about helping one another, sharing with others, praying together, and loving one another. We lifted up the insurgency in Nigeria, especially the 200 Chibok School girls who were abducted
in April 2014, joining people all over the world who
are fasting and praying. In an annual tradition, the
prayer of intercession was followed by supplication
and thanksgiving, in the three main Nigerian languages, Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba. We prayed to see Christ
in one another and for His radical love to inspire us to
service.

Seychelles

Sierra Leone

Information, posters, and pictures of the Bahamas were
posted at the church entrance. Decorations were very
tropical, similar to Seychelles islands. The carrying of
the water basin and towel was a meaningful act. The
footsteps cards used in the celebration displayed words
like love means “giving”, “generosity”, “forgiveness”,
“security”, “commitment”, “respect”, “comfort”, and
“Jesus Himself”. Participants felt great to be praying
for and with the Bahamian people, who are island people like us. We realized that love, like that of Jesus, has
no boundaries. Love means to share.
Seychelles is a group of small islands stretched over
a vast area of Indian Ocean. Christians are somehow
united over this large area. Through Bible Study, the
theme was raised as a personal challenge to all - a
commitment. It challenged us to spread God’s words
to those around us - making God’s words meaningful
in our loves by living out His commands. Efforts are
being made to eradicate the HIV & AIDS stigma by
showing love to one another.
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Togo

South Africa

The liturgy this year was so important for our communities because we face similar problems in our country.
We are particularly concerned about children living
in the streets, many of them growing up without the
guidance of parents.
The example of Jesus Christ allows us to accept our differences in our parishes, our homes, and our places of
services. It is a joy to meet women from other countries
through the WDP celebration! The theme challenged
us to expand the WDP movement in our country, and
to go beyond our borders. Love must prevail!

Zimbabwe

South Africa
We share the hardship of the people in the Bahamas,
as these issues are very relevant in South Africa. We
raised awareness of corruption, praying for the leaders
in our country and all over the world. Many churches
here are involved in AIDS awareness/clinics and community projects. What stood out was the way in which
many churches from different cultures held hands and
enjoyed fellowship through joint services, sometimes
with four different languages in one service. Most
messages on the footstep cards were commitments to
care for others in the community.
South Africa has 11 official languages and we are a
multi-racial country. It is wonderful to experience
goodwill and positive ecumenical relationships. Services at both schools and churches involved the youth
with readings, choirs, and dance. The women made
special effort this year showcasing the wonderful
theme!

It is a great pleasure to worship the Lord together and
we have learned so much from each other because of
WDP. The children were especially happy with the services, as it helped them to know what is happening
with other children in the Bahamas. Celebrations were
held in churches, women’s prayer meetings, homes,
schools, and universities. They were sometimes broadcast as well.
The decorations brought us closer to the women of
Bahamas and the colors of the flowers reflected the
different cultures that make up the body of Christ. We
learned that despite our differences, in Jesus Christ
we are one and his love has no boundaries. We hope
to model radical love in our communities. Through
study and worship, people learned how to humble
themselves and extend love to others as Christ did.
A woman in the congregation shared a story of how
domestic violence can affect families. We affirmed the
need to have constant prayer meetings and to visit
those in need.

Zimbabwe

An outstanding event in Eldorado Park (one of the
poor communities in our country) occurred when 140
ladies gathered around a community swimming pool
to wash each other’s feet. An elderly lady in a wheel
chair, with only one leg, desperately wanted her leg in
the water and the others helped her. Everybody went
home with a bottle of water, with the theme printed
on it. We received tremendous positive feedback on
the services this year – everyone absolutely loved the
theme.
http://www.wwdp.co.za
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Asia
India

Hong Kong

India

Our celebration in Hong Kong included liturgical
dance and a dramatization of foot washing. The participants were very moved by this presentation. For the
prayer of intercession, our committee added prayers
in the order of service to include pressing health situations in the world, including Ebola. Special emphasis
was also given to the social issues in Bahamas, along
with world peace and justice.

As the women washed the feet of one another, they
proclaimed that God has anointed them to work towards ending the culture of violence on women in
India. We discussed how important it is as equal disciples of Christ, to engage in missions for spreading
the ‘Good News’ and work towards eradicating the
culture of gender based violence, which is increasing
at alarming rates in our country.

We translated the liturgy into Chinese and this increased our understanding greatly. The visual images
from the photo CD assisted in the PowerPoint presentation, posters and flyers. The offering will be donated
to WDPIC, with a portion going towards the women’s
ministry in the Bahamas.

The All India Council of Christian Women plays a key
role in promoting WDP and organizing various programs throughout the year to equip women to put
their faith into action. This year, we launched the campaign, “365 days zero tolerance to Gender Based Violence” by visiting all major police stations in Nagpur.
We began planning discussions with police officers to
make their stations more women friendly, especially
for those who are coming to report domestic violence,
rape, etc. Important connections and networking was
formed between church women and the police, in order to assist one another in cases of violence against
women.

http://www.hkcc.org.hk
Facebook: hkcc.org.hk
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Japan

Malaysia
In preparation for WDP worship, a table was covered
with three pieces of cloth in the colors of the Bahamas
flag, along with some seashells. We found that the dramatic scene of foot washing made great impact, and
displayed both humility and love. The issues faced
in the Bahamas are relevant in our country and all of
them were lifted up in the service. Our footstep cards
contained prayers for various needs: acceptance of everyone with God’s love; breast cancer support (prayer,
visitation, and counseling); empowering and equipping women in the church to reach other women in the
community with the love of God; and to care for the
environment.

Japan

Malaysia

Some communities observed WDP on Saturday because it was easier for people who work weekdays
to attend. This encouraged more involvement from
younger women. The committee chose hymns from
several denominations for the service to encourage ecumenical exchange. One church decorated the chapel
with Bahamian national flowers and a Bahamian map
to help imagine the islands.

In the town of Kuching in East Malaysia, the following morning after the evening celebration, about 800
women went for outreach in the “long houses”. They
distributed school bags and stationary to children in
need. We learned about humility and compassion. The
outreach raised awareness of the unmet needs of people in the community. Other prayerful action included
a medical mission carried out in an indigenous village,
breast cancer care, and visitation to an orphanage for
HIV/AIDS children.

One church asked a 95 year old woman to read the
introduction of the worship service as Ms. Gertrude
Burnside, the 95 year old lady from Bahamas did in
1950. It made a deep impression for those in attendance. Some churches used African percussion instruments in the service for the Bahamian hymn.
We reflected on Bahamian history where the people fought against control exhibited by the powerful
majority and took their victory for human rights and
spiritual freedoms. In the scripture and dramas, we
learned that Jesus made us worthy by showing his radical love for us. In return, he taught us to show radical
love to other people. We also learned how to live as
Christians, and committed ourselves to join the peace
movement, provide support for migrants, minorities,
and children.

World Day of Prayer

.

21

.

Journal 2015

Singapore

Though we are able to make connections on the national level, there are challenges to building ecumenical
relationships on the local level. We pray for the time,
money, patience and a dedicated group of women to
see this through. Thankfully, the WDP celebration provides a rich way of teaching women about people in
other countries. Their hopes and dreams are actually
no different from ours. Prayer helps us to imagine that
we are holding hands with women around the world
as we sing, pray, and take steps to make this world a
better place to live.

Singapore
Pakistan
All of the women who participated learned so much
about our sisters in the Bahamas. We learned about
their many challenges and their efforts to face these
challenges. The issues raised in prayer are relevant
to Pakistan as well, especially domestic violence and
poverty. These are the areas on which we focused our
prayers during the service. It was amazing to feel and
share the radical love of Jesus and of our sisters around
the world.
We enjoy a wonderful ecumenical relationship here in
Pakistan and apart from WDP, we have gathered many
times to pray and celebrate together. For WDP we prepared with Bible study, which also presented the country background information and music, maps and images from the Bahamas. We learned of the radical call
to love that Jesus shows through his life and actions.
The worship was conducted in Urdu and Punjabi languages and the altar was decorated with tropical fruits,
seashells and earthen pots.

Philippines

The WDP celebration was very colorful. We projected artwork throughout the service and the altar décor
portrayed the atmosphere of the islands. The children
and youth prepared and decorated the worship areas.
They also assisted in the visual presentation, prepared
refreshments, and guided some of the elderly folks to
the worship services.
The foot washing was a remarkable thing for the leader to perform. Biblically this is an act of humility and
servitude. For many of us, it was an eye-opener to
humble ourselves in the same manner. We had a reverential awe for the person who washed the feet. During
the service, we prayed for the special needs of domestic helpers and foreign workers. Many of us regularly
minister to provide for their needs through the help
of our churches. We cook for them, buy toiletries; and
fund their children’s education. This year, our offerings will benefit children.
We have a strong ecumenical relationship with women of different denominations and churches. We invite leaders of churches to come and share the Word
of God, as we share with them the ministry of WDP.
We are also working with younger women and girls to
promote the ministry.
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How can we model Christ’s radical love? Through
humility and service to others, we are Christ’s hands
reaching out to serve. We prayed for more awareness
of issues such as poverty, domestic violence, teenage
motherhood, and human trafficking. Radical love was
actualized in having conversations and contact with
people living with HIV. Women are learning to listen
and not to condemn. We hold hands in solidarity with
the Bahamians because our world is facing similar
problems.
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South Korea

South Korea
In Christ’s uniting love, all people are one brother and
one sister. Therefore, we have the responsibility to serve
and respect one other. In prayer with the Bahamian
women, the participants learned about the history and
culture of the Bahamas. We found many similarities in
the struggles of the Bahamian women. Specifically, Korea has a serious problem with teen suicide due to the
many stresses regarding education, friendships, and
their future. All participants at the service prayed that
we would take care of them.

in Tamil. Such a time of blessing and fellowship! Jaffna is a significant location, as for many years we were
unable to visit Jaffna due to the ethnic conflict.
We as a committee thank God for the ministry of WDP
as it has been instrumental in uniting women from different denominations, backgrounds and ethnic groups.
We are delighted to see how we can set aside our differences and work together for Christ.

South Korea

Through the worship service, we experienced His profound grace and love. We translated the material into
Korean and shared it with Korean communities in the
USA, Germany, and China. For the first time, Chinese
citizens of Korean ethnicity were able to observe the
WDP as a small group. We look forward to handing
over the WDP to future generations and continuing to
extend it to all Korean communities around the world.

Sri Lanka
The WDP was hosted by the National YWCA, and services were held in Colombo, Rambukana and Negombo. The service in Colombo was in English with the
enthusiastic participation of the Anglican, Methodist,
Baptist, Christian Reformed Church, Church of the
American Ceylon Mission, Salvation Army, YWCA,
and the Bible Society. The foot washing was enacted
and this was a blessing to so many present. In Rambukana and Negombo, the services were in the Sinhala
language and here again so many were blessed. The
Committee travelled to Jaffna where service was held
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Taiwan

Thailand

When we prayed for the suffering people in Bahamas,
we also prayed for Taiwan. Taiwan is a multi-ethnic
society that continues to struggle with cultural differences, economic inequality, and gaps in social and educational resources. Although we are far away, we feel
we are one family in Christ through prayer with the
Bahamian people.

We learned about radical love through the way Jesus
washed the disciple’s feet. Radical love comes from
humility, compassion and commitment. God’s radical
love is not static or self-centered; it reaches out and
draws others in.

In the service, each person was given a cardboard outline of a foot and was asked to consider, “What can I
do to show such radical love”? This allowed us to rethink our attitudes and models for ministry. Responses included: “Forgive people who hurt me”, “love one
another”, “pray for the suffering people”, and “care
about the margins of society”.
We learned that Jesus’ action of foot washing is an example given to humble ourselves and to love one another. The gathering demonstrated a desire for women
to meet together to share mutual concerns on significant issues. The congregation was caught up in the
enthusiasm of the children’s desire that love be shown
and expressed to others. This was a great way of bringing people from all denominations together to focus on
one central purpose.

We joined in prayer with the Bahamian people and
donated to the crisis center, which cares for victims of
physical, sexual and emotional abuse, persons living
with HIV/AIDS, and refugees. We realized that when
a teen mother or breast cancer survivor has companions along the journey and does not feel alone to face
their challenges, their lives could be transformed. Jesus’ love is radical and it transforms lives when we live
it out in action.
Our altar was decorated with beautiful colors from nature and included the Bahamian flag and a basin and
towel. We prayed for the women of the world to have
justice, peace, healing and wholeness. We are grateful
to the women of the Bahamas that prepared the Bible
studies and services. They enriched all of us through
their talents and faith experience. May God bless the
children of the Bahamas and keep them safe and free.

http://women.pct.org.tw		
http://www.ywca.org.tw

Thailand
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Europe
Albania
Facebook: WDP Europe

Albania

Armenia

This year the WDP service took place on March 6th in
different churches and areas in Albania. Throughout
the year, we studied and translated the materials. The
Bahamas was not familiar to many of us, so we were
amazed by their nature, geography, and history.

Armenia is not as multicultural as the Bahamas, but
we know what it means to live in multicultural countries as we have a very big diaspora around the world.
Many people leave the country to live and work overseas. Poverty is the biggest issue in our country, as the
population of Armenia is about 3 million, with 1 million in poverty. We prayed for emigrants, poverty, and
for divorced and single mothers. In our service, it was
very important to see God’s faithfulness in difficulties.
On April 24th we remembered the Centennial of the
Armenian Genocide. We could see what God has done
for us through the long centuries of our history.

The theme of the service was relevant for each of us.
We were reminded how Jesus served us, and how we
should serve others in return. We shared many personal experiences of how we have served others in love.
The drama of foot washing was meaningful and allowed us to reflect deeply. It is interesting because our
rural areas still hold a tradition where women wash
the feet of both men and guests, giving them care and
respect. So we feel very familiar with this gesture.
In worship, we used blue and yellow paper flowers
and footprints, in reflection of the Bahamas flag. All
women were invited to write a prayer request on a
footprint, and each participant carried a request home
for further prayer. In the celebration, we prayed for the
Bahamas and for Albania. Domestic violence, hunger,
unemployment, education, and professional training
for girls are common needs in both our countries.

World Day of Prayer
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In the celebration, we had a water basin and towel on
the platform. We used images of feet to remind us of a
few things: God’s feet behind the creation; Jesus washing the feet of the disciples; and our desire to follow Jesus’ footsteps. The ladies who were leading the service
had colorful scarfs and flowers in their hair to remind
us about the colorful nature in the Bahamas. We celebrated with thankfulness as a sign of radical love.
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Albania

Belgium
Each participant wrote a small prayer on their footstep
card. We prayed for our churches, neighbors, friends,
and the new refugees from war who are arriving in Europe. Most of them are refugees from Syria, Somalia,
and Eritrea. We offered the Children’s program at Sunday schools, and tried to reach out to the communities
through Facebook and the annual letter.
Facebook: Wereldgebedsdag Belgie

Bulgaria
We promoted WDP throughout the country, and 20
worship services were held in churches across the nation. We translated the celebration into our language,
which allowed everyone to actively participate. The
artwork, Bible study, country information, map, music CD and images, all helped us to really learn about
the Bahamas. Our country also faces poverty, so we
prayed for both Bulgaria and the Bahamas.

Austria

Our greatest struggle has been to accommodate the
large amount of refugees coming from the Middle
East. This has challenged us as Christians to serve as
Christ had served. We found that the Bulgarian women have open hearts for ecumenical relationships. We
found it difficult to introduce the term radical love,
not because of its meaning in relationship to Jesus, but
because of the media association of the word to terAustria

The Ecumenical Youth Council prepared the children’s
liturgy with much creativity and enthusiasm, and it
was well received. It continues to spread the influence
of WDP to the younger generation. Women were very
creative in decorating the premises where the WDP
services took place. They used material that reflected
the tropical environment of the Bahamas. They used
colorful scarves, shells, flowers and even plastic flamingos. WDP was celebrated in churches, schools,
homes, hospitals, and for the first time, in the premises
of the national WDP office.
In 2015, we supported two projects in the Bahamas: A
Crisis Centre in New Providence with a media campaign aimed at teenagers to promote thinking about
sexuality and gender-based violence and its impact on
their personal lives and the society; and an academic
project implemented in cooperation with the Methodist Mission Centre Children’s Club. The children will
be assisted and equipped to develop their reading and
academic skills, so that they will be better prepared
to graduate from primary and secondary schools and
become productive citizens. In Austria, we supported
the project “All in the Same Boat”, which offers refugee
girls an integration week together with Austrian girls
in a camp setting.
Facebook: Weltgebetstag.at
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Croatia

Czech Republic
Jesus showed the greatest example for us to follow.
We shared hospitality by cooking, baking, and preparing bunches of flowers to show participants our love
and acceptance. Our celebration was decorated with
blue cloth, a water tank with fish and sea animals, dry
shells, and various kinds of fruit. The children loved
the images of the clear sea where they can see to the
bottom. They made decorations and various sea creatures. The songs were very popular, and the children
thoroughly enjoyed the service.

rorism. Through the WDP service, we discovered that
radical love is just following the steps of Jesus- radical
love is to be like Jesus.

We prayed especially for women in countries facing
political problems. We also prayed to open our hearts
and churches to immigrants who come to live in this
country. We were touched by the huge problem of
breast cancer in the Bahamas. We decided to support
Mamma Help Center in Prague to open new facilities.
We continue praying for women affected by cancer in
the Bahamas as well as in the Czech Republic.
Facebook: Světový den modliteb - český výbor

Croatia

Czech Republic

Prayer is a powerful tool that helps us overcome difficulties. It changes our hearts and the face of the Earth.
Radical love knows no boundaries. Every time we pray
for our enemies, embrace our crosses, and give acts of
love, we are experiencing radical love. The Holy Spirit
is the moving force behind radical love. Jesus gave us
an example of perfect, unconditional love and taught
us how to love one another.
Like the Bahamas, Croatia also has issues with unemployment, poverty, social injustice, corruption and suffering of abused women and children. Despite all this,
we can be the change we want to see. We might have
very little, but we can still share it with others in solidarity.
The offerings went to help people in the flooded areas
and provided safe and supportive homes for pregnant
women in difficult situations. It is always fulfilling to
meet sisters from different denominations and realize
how our similarities are far more important than our
differences. When we gather to pray together, it helps
to build up God’s people and to do Jesus’ work on
Earth.
Facebook: World day of prayer Croatia
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England, Wales & Northern Ireland

England, Wales & Northern Ireland
People learned that Jesus did not wash his disciples’
feet to be kind to them or to encourage them just to be
kind to each other. He was revealing that by his action,
he had changed them. They had become a part of him.
There was no hierarchy. People are to be Christ-like
and show radical love to each other.
Our footstep prayers were full of intentions for Christian fellowship, understanding and listening to others,
to be inclusive and to smile with a stranger. During our
studies and celebrations, we raised the issues of poverty, domestic violence, human trafficking, immigration,
people living with HIV/AIDS, people with cancer and
the elderly. In conversations, we expressed the realization that showing radical love is not easy, but we felt
motivated to pray for and take action in difficult situations.

Denmark
No one was left “untouched” by this year’s service.
The bible text, combined with everyday problems in
the Bahamas and in Denmark, was very moving. It became clear with the washing of the feet that you have
to be served by Jesus, before you can serve. In some
places, a moment of silence was given to write on the
footprints; in others, they were used as a remembrance
from the service.

http://www.wwdp.org.uk
Facebook: Women’s World Day of Payer - England,
Wales and Northern Ireland
Estonia

There was foot or hand washing, and in one service, a
cloth was dipped in water and a cross sign was made
over the feet. Our committee members do a lot of
work within their own denominations where informed
prayer and prayerful action is alive. We organized to
help women in the sex industry here in Denmark. We
felt very close to the writer country and the problems
they highlighted.

Many regional committees have identified local needs
and have taken action. For example, in one town there
are seven churches and they take turns to receive the
homeless into their church and provide them with
food, shelter, clothing, washing facilities, and advice
from various agencies. The National Committee allocates grants to a large number of organizations. We
also sent money to Christian Aid for areas struck by
disaster such as Vanuatu and Nepal.

Each year, the women who take part in WDP highly
anticipate our united service. “It’s so good to be together and pray, sing, listen, talk, come to know each
other, to be at home in each other’s churches”. Our enthusiasm is very high, and we stand together around
the globe in prayer.
http://www.kvindebededag.dk
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Finland

Estonia
The WDP service always offers great meaning, and
despite so many differences, observing the service always points out what we have in common – the love
we share in Christ, and having understanding and
open minds.
At first, we thought that the theme was very well
known and straight forward. But then it appeared it
was not as easy when we attempted to discuss it. We
learned from the reflections written on the footprints,
how different and similar our lives are.
In preparation for the service, we had bible studies in
the months before and advertised the service so that
many people could attend. We also shared about the
many life struggles that we go through. We found
that the same issues are very relevant in both the Bahamas and Estonia. In addition to AIDS and domestic
violence, our country faces a few problems regarding
family life. Parents also often work abroad, mostly in
Finland, and leave their children with grandparents,
though they are busy working as well. We prayed together for all of these things.

Faroe Islands
Inspiration Day is a time for us to study the theme and
creatively prepare for the WDP celebration. We observed the foot washing ceremony on both occasions
and the participants were deeply touched by the experience. Inspiration Day is very important for our country and we always receive a lot from it. We are blessed
to have Inge Lise leading our preparations.

Faroe Islands

We followed the suggestions from the worship service
and our altar was beautifully decorated. The whole
program was a success and we were prayerful throughout it all. Everyone enjoyed it immensely! Even though
we are not a large group, everyone felt united with the
women of the Bahamas, which is the most important
thing.

Finland
The YWCA is ecumenical, so it is quite natural to have
co-operation with different denominations. We were
familiar with the problems mentioned by the Bahamas, as they are truly universal issues. Our solidarity
offering was collected for Salvation Army’s “Dreams
project” in Pakistan, to assist unemployed women to
secure jobs or self-employment through education and
micro loans.
Celebrations were held in Helsinki, Kauhava, Kuopio,
Sysmä, Jyväskylä and Tampere, where WDP services
were organized through the YWCA in co-operation
with the local churches. We were able to use the order
of worship, the country background information, art-
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France

Germany
Countless worship services were held, each of them
unique and valuable. Women were creative in bringing
the sunny image of the Bahamas into the service. Many
congregations used a visual presentation of the country, its people, and their life situations. The children’s
WDP was colorful and lively as well. Some children
did not want to go home; a clear sign that they had
enjoyed themselves and felt loved and accepted.

work, maps, music and photo CDs. It was a snowy day
during the celebration, so the photos were an excellent
means to help people get in the mood of the Bahamas.
The decorations were beautiful and the participants
watched the washing of feet and found the signs with
words of brokenness and healing very touching.

France

Germany has experienced a steady increase in asylum
seekers and refugees. Tensions are rising, but many
people are engaged in supportive work. Domestic violence is also a key issue, which is very important to talk
about and respond to. Many reported that they prayed
for women and their children who have been forced to
leave their homes in conflict areas. A prayer of intercession for peace was added to the liturgy and a weekly
peace vigil was started.
http://www.weltgebetstag.de
Facebook: weltgebetstag
Germany

We listened very carefully to our sisters in the Bahamas,
and had a profound experience with the foot washing followed by hugs and celebrations all around the
country. “To have the feet washed was like a gesture of
communion with the other.” “I felt humble, respected,
in peace, and in deep silence I realized that God was
present!” “I almost want to say ‘thanks for the love!”
“This unforgettable change will now accompany us.
It will let us remember to wash the feet of someone,
kneeling to the floor and looking into their eyes.”

The act of the foot washing was a real challenge, as it is
not a part of some traditions and it also differs across
denominations. After reflection and conversation,
it became the central element in the worship service
and led to an empirical experience of what is often expressed verbally, but without comparable insight. We
learned that we must first receive and accept the love
of God. Only then can we begin to take prayerful action. Overall, we experienced a deep and moving act of
love, which transcended many barriers.

We have the same concerns as the Bahamian women,
as breast cancer affects us all. We cross the bridges in
our own committee to welcome the other that is different from us. A radical love goes beyond those boundaries. We felt that the prayers invited us to open the
door to listen to the other. We warmly want to thank
the sisters of Bahamas! We have experienced a true
transformation!
http://www.JMP.Protestants.org
Facebook: JourneeMondialeDePriereFrance
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Iceland

Hungary
We found that the experience of the Bahamas shed
light on the very important issue of domestic abuse.
Unfortunately in the Bahamas and in Hungary, though
we speak against this issue, our actions teach that men
are worth a great deal more than women in society.
In our prayers, we embraced the necessity of radical
love within the family, to live peacefully with family
members.
The Women’s Committee of the Ecumenical Council
of Churches in Hungary has a project for Roma and
non-Roma women. The aim is to create opportunities
to get acquainted with each other, so that prejudice can
be demolished. We have organized two four-day-conferences together with Roma women, with the theme:
“Come to know me, get acquainted with me!” The participants belong to various denominations and ethnicities. We shared our life experiences, spoke about seeking peaceful coexistence, prayed together, and went
on many outings. We also support summer camps for
Roma children all over Hungary.

Greece

http://www.meot.hu/
We are always eager to hear about other countries and
to find out how we can identify with their problems.
It is our desire to pray and help in any way possible.
In our worship, we focused on poverty because it is
a growing issue due to the economic crisis and rapid
flow of refugees and immigrants. Though some are experiencing difficulties with that, they are still willing to
help. During prayer, many women asked for wisdom
and a means to help the refugees. Almost all churches
have taken initiative to cook and distribute food on a
daily or weekly basis. The donations this year was given to the Roma people in Thessaloniki for food, and to
the Armenian Orthodox Church for Syrian Refugees.
Celebrating WDP is also of high interest for the children because it is an opportunity for them to learn and
pray for other countries. This year marked the centennial of Armenian Genocide and a short documentary
was shown after the service. All who were present became very emotional and we took some time to pray
for them.

Iceland
To be in prayer with the Bahamian people was amazing. Domestic violence, migrant detention, asylum seekers, victims
of human trafficking and breast cancer care, were particularly relevant in Icelandic society. We celebrated the quality
of women’s ecumenical relationships in Iceland, which have
grown over the last 50 years.
During the celebration, we were glad to see the desire to be
very specific and practical in the way we show Jesus’ radical
love to our neighbors. People wrote the prayers and aspirations on the footstep cards, such as, “Show the neighbors that
I do care;” “Keep in touch with those I pray for, call them,
support them in many ways, be there for them;” “Smarter
and better informed women = better world;” “Fight and
speak for human and women’s rights – Show a good example;” “Be friendly and kind to lonely people;” and “Really
see people that no one else sees.”
The women in Vestmanna Islands united in the annual
prayer walk before meeting in a small traditionally built
church. As they lift up their own community, institutions,
and companies as well as the needs of the wider world, they
felt the impact of their prayers.
Facebook: althjodalegurbaenadagurkvenna
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Ireland

helped the participants to feel joyful and at ease. It
was challenging to experience the foot washing. The
meaning was so powerful to us, but the practice was
not as familiar. Because it was new, we felt some discomfort, but some groups tried it anyway.
WDP 2015 was promoted widely in Italy. About 70
worship services were conducted with 500 programs
printed in Italian and 500 more with German. We were
able to send contributions to support the WDP International Committee and The Bahamas Methodist Missionary Centre.

Lithuania
Ireland
The Bible studies were used extensively in preparation for
the WDP services. We opened our committee meetings with
prayer seeking God’s guidance. Biblical texts appropriate to
each theme were circulated as daily reflections for the days
prior to the WDP celebration. We found that the music CDs
were helpful for learning the intricate rhythms of the unfamiliar Bahamian songs. Through the country background
information, we became acutely aware that the Bahamas is
not just a holiday paradise. All of the problems mentioned
in the Bahamas exist in Ireland as well. We became aware of
the need to broaden our welcome amongst the diverse population that lives in Ireland today.

The issues lifted up during most of the celebrations
were problems with drugs and alcohol, neglected and
abandoned children, and grandparents who raise children because their parents had to leave the country to
seek financial stability.
WDP services are unique opportunities to celebrate ecumenism. This year the Lithuanian version was sent
to the Lithuanian diaspora communities in Germany.
Our great joy is that many young women and mothers
Lithuania

We celebrated with music, scripture, drama and foot washing at select sites. One of our worship spaces was decorated
using a 20 yard drape of rainbow colored silk coupled with a
variety of shells, fruits and Bahamian inspired ornamentation. All of these things helped to create atmosphere and focus. We were able to nationally televise the WDP celebration
and this was very helpful in promoting WDP and encouraging people to attend services.

The Gospel story about Jesus washing his disciples’
feet, though well known and often used for preaching
sermons, touched the hearts of the participants, bringing new understanding about how important it is to be
practical in our care and love to those who vitally need
it. The majority of local WDP committees reported that
the key point of the celebration was the action of washing each other’s feet; this demonstration of Jesus’ radical love was dramatic and moving.

http://www.wdopi.org/

Italy
We prayed especially against violence involving women in the Bahamas and all over the world. In some
churches, we placed an empty chair to remember all
the women who were victims of violence. We used all
of the worship resource materials: the order of worship, Bible studies, country background information,
children’s service, artwork and biography, map, music
CD, and Photo CD. All the groups followed the recommendation to decorate the altar and the church. This

World Day of Prayer

.

32

.

Journal 2015

Luxembourg

passionate. Poverty and domestic violence are especially relevant in our country. We recognized the need
to overcome hostilities between ethnic groups, and we
lifted this need in prayer. We also prayed about our
need to work together to end corruption in our government and institutions. Through the service, we are
more determined to show love to all people, not just
those who are like us. Some of us are involved in distributing meals, clothing, and firewood to women who
need help.

Norway
with small children took an active part in WDP celebrations.

Luxembourg
We learned how important and precious water is, and
It was quite joyful to prepare this worship and the
message of Jesus was very clear. The country background was summarized and pictures of the Bahamas
were shown during the services. Blue tissue was used
for the water and either name cards or the shapes of
the islands were used to represent the Bahamas. Pictures were used to display the animals, flowers, and
fruits. As done each year, we had an article on WDP
published in the national newspaper. Luxembourg is
multicultural and the service being provided in many
different languages allowed many people to participate.

Around the country we had a lot of different things
going on. We sent a press release to the newspapers in
Norway, and some were published. We talked about
how we can welcome and take care of immigrants,
lonely people, neighbors, drug addicts, and the ones
who are facing breast cancer or other diseases. How
important it is for all of us to care for other people with
God’s love! We all are able to do something to help.
It is of such great value to come together. We can feel
the fellowship in God when we get to know and respect each other. We are different, but underneath the
surface, we have a lot in common. We are all God’s
children saved by Jesus Christ.
http://www.norgeskristnerad.no

Macedonia

Poverty and domestic violence are increasingly impacting our country, as are the struggles of single mothers
and women with breast cancer. The prayer time for all
these women was quite important in our services..

It is always wonderful to pray with women all over
the world. The communities were deeply touched by
this year’s theme. We felt that the theme helped us to
be aware of how we live our lives and how we should
meet and treat other people.

http://www.acfl.lu/de/weltgebetstag

Macedonia
At the time of the celebrations, strong rainstorms and
flooding made it difficult for some women to attend.
The theme reminded us that God is with us, even in
the storms of life - literally and figuratively. One woman said, “Rain is a gift from God, but sometimes God
is too generous!” Praying with the Bahamian women
warmed us with the feeling that we are all connected
as God’s children, which reminds us to be more com-
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Poland

share love through solidarity and evangelism. In one
of our celebrations, we had a group of young children
from the association, SOL, which houses children HIV
positive. With love and simple words, the children
taught us how important it is to feel loved. We felt that
to live in unity is to spread the light and love of God.

Romania

Poland
This year’s theme strengthened the awareness of serving each other as Jesus served the people. It also woke
up the need for love, understanding, and not judging
others. There were many stories, which were quite
moving. There were prayers for forgiveness, for more
love to those who are not our close relatives or friends,
for courage to be a follower of Jesus in His radical love,
and for breaking barriers and prejudices. A very important part of the service was a prayer for peace in the
world, as well as prayers for our children and youth.
Polish women found that the issues affecting people
in the Bahamas are also our problems. We found joy
in coming together for prayer shared with a distant
country. We praised the beauty of the Bahamas while
honoring the beauty of ours. After the service, we continued in prayer and held a conference with a theme
on women’s social and health issues, and provided financial support to poor women and families.

Portugal

The main focus of the day was to “look outside the
box”. In our country, there is a tendency to concentrate
on our own needs and challenges. The WDP service
presented a great opportunity to show that as Christians all over the world are going through difficulties,
we as their sisters, have a responsibility to carry each
other’s burdens.
Jesus washed the feet of the disciples before His crucifixion. His reason for service was simply love. We
pondered the question of what we would do if we just
have 24 hours to live - would we serve ourselves or
would we serve others like Jesus did? We concluded
that no matter what our motivations or weaknesses
are, we can serve others if we follow Jesus’ example of
love and humility. Radical love in our context means
loving those that are totally different from us, as they
are our Christian brothers and sisters. For the celebration, women were dressed in different colors and were
wearing colorful scarves. With this act, we wanted
to suggest the colorfulness of human beings and that
though we are created differently; we are one in Christ.

Scotland

We talked about the boundaries that keep us from living the biblical message of radical love. The footstep
cards listed prayers for poverty, human trafficking,
single mothers, people with HIV/AIDS, and drug
abusers. We live in a world where worries and sadness
are similar struggles in all countries. It is our desire to
replace sadness with happiness and joy.

One service was fully led by youth from start to finish.
While walking with baskets of fruit, crosses, and garlands, one of the children started to share the fruit and
the other youths followed suit (though the plan was
just to carry them to the altar). The simple act of love
became so emotional and the congregation participated right from the start. The children, who came from
different churches, united with each other in the tasks.
It was a great day.

We learned that we must go deeper to care for those
who face difficulties. All of us are invited by Jesus to
take part in the Lord’s banquet. We are challenged to

Most of the prayer issues were relevant in Scotland, so
we could sympathize with the women of the Bahamas.
Poverty, domestic violence and breast cancer were the
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Scotland

ical Humanitarian organization in Novi Sad - established by five churches. The offering from WDP will
support a daycare center for orphaned and disabled
children run by the Roma Catholic Church in Vojvodina.

Slovakia

main issues brought to light. In some services, people
took the footprints home as a reminder. In others, footprints were placed from the door to the altar to show
that we should follow in Jesus’ footsteps. Many women danced or used musical instruments, proceeding
down the aisle as Bahamian music played. The foot
washing ceremony challenged many of us, as some
denominations are not familiar with the tradition. It
was all done in silence, which was very powerful and
moving, and it clearly portrayed our Lord Jesus Christ
setting an example for us to do likewise.
http://www.wdpscotland.org.uk/

Serbia

Despite the long distance, and the fact that our women
have never visited the Bahamas, we experienced feelings of unity, solidarity, and togetherness. The prayers
of the Bahamian women have enriched us and led us
to greater solidarity and engagement. Our sisters in
Germany invited members of our National WDP Committee to participate in their summer seminars. These
seminars were very informative and offered wonderful opportunities to learn.
https://sites.google.com/site/sdmslovensko/

Serbia

We became aware that Christians are not isolated.
Through Jesus Christ, we are connected in our prayers
with other Christians and can pray for crossing boundaries between people and nations. We have to love others through deeds and show to this world that we can
live God’s radical love in daily life. In our country, the
issues are the same as the Bahamas, specifically, breast
cancer which has been dramatically increasing among
Serbian women. We are encouraged to know that when
we pray, we receive guidance from God to respond to
problems in our world.

The conversations about experiencing radical love
showed us the way to learn and live in faith. We learned
that first we have to receive and experience Jesus´ love,
and only then can we love and serve other people. It
is great to be united by a loving God who does not exclude anybody, but integrates all in his love. Domestic
and gender-based violence are serious problems and
are also present in Slovakia. Recently, new counseling
centers and shelters have been established to prevent
and eliminate such violence. We need proper institutions and legal frameworks, but also raise awareness
and actively involve the public.

We were reminded of the solidarity and sharing of
goods during the terrible Serbian floods in May 2014.
We were made aware of the connection with all people
in the world; when something bad or good has happened to one of God’s children, it affects all God’s people.
Our committee functions with the help of the Ecumen-
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Slovenia

Sweden

The 2015 WDP theme introduced the big challenge of
serving each other and building close relationships.
Foot washing is not common in Slovenia, but there
were brave members of the group who let “Jesus”
wash their feet. During a time of prayer, we wrote our
problems and our needs on one footstep. On the other footstep, we wrote what we can do and where we
can help. People brought the feet home to remember
to pray for somebody in need. During the celebration,
we prayed for Bahamian women as well as women in
Slovenia affected by similar problems. A lot of young
people here are jobless, so there are financial and emotional difficulties in building a family and raising children. WDP women trust that Jesus can teach us how to
spread His love and help one another. A hug, a smile,
help, and advice can be the loving water that refreshes
us.

“Jesus washed the feet of the disciples as an example
of radical love and discipleship. The footprints in the
chapel made us aware of what this means for us. The
big footprints symbolized those of Jesus himself, the
small ones, where we wrote down a prayer or a reflection, helped us focus on what we can do for others.”

Every year, we look forward to our ecumenical meetings, especially, the preparation weekend where we
live all together two days in harmony. This year, we
were invited to present the Slovenian and worldwide
WDP movement in a 50 min national TV program. It
was a great opportunity to inform all throughout the
country. It was a big challenge, but also a great pleasure.

We share some of the concerns of the women in the
Bahamas, and appreciate the opportunity to pray with
and for them. In Sweden, asylum seekers, immigrants,
and migrants are major concerns. Xenophobia and nationalism threaten our traditionally generous refugee
programs. Some churches have responded by providing shelter for migrants during the coldest part of the
winter, and many are conducting soup kitchens.
“Representatives from five different churches cooperated in singing and music, readings, meditation and
prayer. All were given a chance to contribute in a spirit
of fellowship and community.” Foot washing is rarely
practiced in the Protestant churches in Sweden, and by
including it in this years’ service, the Bahamian women helped us build bridges to women from other traditions and cultures.

Facebook: Svetovni molitveni dan – Slovenija

Slovakia

Spain
We did a special group exercise for the Bible study and
it generated lots of participation. The message of the
service focused on Jesus’ unconditional love that does
not exclude anyone. The prayer moment was very
meaningful, and we identified with the motifs presented by the Bahamian women.
We also had the opportunity to share the work we do
in our communities and to address social isolation and
the needs of the elderly who are sick. We hope that
churches and non-governmental organizations can
collaborate and work together to alleviate these issues.
We can build ecumenical relationships, reaffirming
our identity and join hand in hand in service. To paraphrase Antonio Machado, a Spanish poet - “We walk
together while serving together”.
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Switzerland

Switzerland

Ukraine

It was an awesome experience to join in prayer with
women all over the world. The liturgy from The Bahamas was as colorful as the country itself, like a gemstone with so many facets. In many of our celebrations, the washing of the feet was enacted or carried
out. There were some moving moments, for the person
who performed the task and the one who was at the
receiving end of this humble deed of love. It was a miracle to witness the working together of women of so
many denominations.

Common prayer with different confessions united enriched all the participants, though it was not easy to
organize. The issues from the Bahamas are familiar to
us as well. Our most pressing issue seems to be of internal migration. It is not easy to lovingly accept people whose life values appear to be radically different
from ours. We have conflict in our country and really
need to join together in prayer. We found that with a
deeper understanding of other countries, our prayers
are more specific and therefore more effective. It also
helps us to see that women of different countries have
much more in common than it may seem.

A schoolteacher, who is a member of our national WDP
Committee, enacted the bible story with a class of 6
to 9 year olds. She asked: Jesus gives us an example
of how love can be shown. How can you perform an
act of love for someone? Have you got ideas for such
deeds of love? These were some of the answers: make a
present, draw something nice, collect a bunch of flowers, set or clear the table, hoover, carry the trash bag to
the basement or empty the compost bin, do not quarrel
with the siblings, tell a story, sing a song, play the recorder.

Ukraine

This year’s theme ‘Do you know, what I have done to
you?’ reminded us of the immense sacrifice that Christ
offered us. This theme was food for thought about our
attitude of service for others.

A highlight of the service in Odessa was the prayerful
action of the Bishop of the German Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Ukraine, who washed the feet of the
participants in the service. This was a strong statement
of servant ministry and encouraged all of us. The children were very enthusiastic about prayers and services, and preferred the program with lots of activities.
We consider the materials for children to be very well
written and look forward to the children’s program
again next year.

http://www.wgt.ch
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Latin America
Brazil

Argentina

Brazil

Every month, we meet to study the theme. We had a
three day retreat to prepare the leadership across the
country. As an ecumenical movement, it is important
to cross the frontiers and open our doors to all people.
It helps each year when we promote the celebration in
a new church.

We enjoyed learning about the struggles, needs, challenges, and faith of the Bahamian women. We prayed
that God would listen to women’s suffering, and asked
for help to serve all who are in need. We are especially
concerned about domestic violence and parenting adolescents. Young parents are stressed by the school education system; and younger women are facing breast
cancer. Based on the question Jesus asks us, we set our
mind to love and help the single mothers, abandoned
children, and people with disabilities.

The theme posed a very powerful moment of reflection
and generated deep conversation after the services. We
are especially concerned about the violence against
women, for in Argentina, a woman is killed every 30
hours.
The program was promoted through radio, posters,
and email communications. Bahia Blanca posted the
celebration on the Semillas del Sur blog. The program
was held in houses for the elderly and the children also
enjoyed the program very much!
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Jesus was very humble for doing something considered less socially valuable. He washed and dried the
feet of those, whom today would be considered as
drug addicts, prostitutes, teenage mothers, disabled,
and poor. Chile has received many Latin America
migrants. We want to welcome the stranger, but we
feel that the attitude of hospitality is changing in our
country. It was timely that the unconditional love that
we learned through the service challenged us to love
those that come from different cultures. We pray for
God to help us love our brothers and sisters and that
we would treat them with dignity.
We are planning a retreat to discuss the root causes and
the effects of human trafficking. We want to bring the
different denominations’ initiatives into an ecumenical
network to do advocacy and to impact the social policies from a faith perspective.
Facebook: DMO Chile

Colombia

Chile

Colombia
Colombia is living in a special moment. The country is
negotiating peace with the guerrillas, so we included it
in the intercessory moment. We also made our prayers
for those in the marginalized communities, prisons,
and hospitals.
We learned about being humble, for all people are
created equal in God’s eyes. Through Jesus’ unconditional love, we are able to love our neighbor. We asked
participants to write their reflections on the footsteps,
and here some of their responses: “We should walk the
second mile to serve”; “We should forgive and struggle
for peace in our country”; and “We should help and
love unconditionally.”

Chile
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Costa Rica

Cuba
The theme made us think about our everyday life and
how we can serve holistically as Jesus’ followers. “The
unconditional love is expressed in concrete action,”
wrote one participant on her footstep card.
Another participant, who is a domestic violence survivor, spontaneously shared her experience with the battered women shelter in La Habana. After we took some
time to pray for her, she responded, “That is the first
time I felt that someone really prayed for me. Thanks
for taking me into consideration.”
In Cuba, we are concerned about the emigration of
young people and the division it causes in families.
HIV and AIDS, and breast cancer are also present in
our country, but the Public Health Ministry offers a
very good program to detect and follow up with treatment, at no cost.
We had the ambassador of Bahamas in Cuba attending
our celebration together with a few of her staff. They
felt very emotional in learning that women from Bahamas wrote the material.

Costa Rica
The simple acts of love bring healing and peace!

Guatemala
We showed a movie about HIV and AIDS, which
helped us to focus our conversation on the issues raised
by the Bahamas program. It is not enough to identify
the social problem; it is always good to talk about what
Cuba

In Limón, the ecumenical celebration was held at the
Moravian church. The footstep cards were given to
people as they entered the church. On the front it was
written: “Jesus said to them, “Do you know what I
have done to you?” And on the back: “What can I do
to express such radical love?” The responses included: reach out to the needy, share a plate of food with
a neighbor; visit the sick more regularly; and counsel
teenage mothers. We held weekly ecumenical prayer
meetings at several churches, and promoted the participation in fundraising walks on domestic violence and
breast cancer.
In San José, the participants were impacted by the stories of those living in vulnerable situations, like children, elders, and cancer survivors. The prayer moment
was emotional as participants told their own stories of
battling breast cancer. The first-time participants were
impressed by the relevance of the theme and the methodology: information, prayer, and action.
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Honduras

Mexico
Jesus gives an example of unconditional love. We
are challenged to share this love in our communities,
which means pray for the ones in need and help the
ones living in situations of extreme poverty. In Mexico, we face similar problems lifted up by the Bahamas,
and the service helped us to feel united with them even
though we are very afar from each other.
The UNISFEC (National Inter-Denominational Union
of Christian Feminine Societies) promotes the WDP
worship in its publication which is distributed across
the country to the members of the societies.

we can do. We left the service feeling challenged by
the call to serve women who are victims of violence,
breast cancer survivors, migrants, people living with
HIV and AIDS, and teenage mothers.
We expanded our vision about prayer: they were not
focused on our individual needs, but for the needs
of vulnerable communities around us. We learned to
identify who they are and where they are in our own
context. It was prayer with action!

Mexico

The foot washing modeled by Jesus gave us authority
to take on our responsibility to eliminate the root causes of social suffering. We can do nothing by ourselves,
but we can form alliances to face the problems affecting our planet and humanity

In Tijuana, WDP is celebrated with the migrant community - La Casa de los Pobres. The response to Jesus’
love written on the footsteps reflected the situation of
migration and deportation: to understand the physical
and material suffering of the marginalized people, to
open hearts to love and to be humble, to listen with
compassion, joy, solidarity and forgiveness; and to believe in the power of prayer. The foot washing was
very meaningful. One participant shared, “It was an
honor to participate as the woman who had the foot
washed. When I was there, I felt an immense peace and
the hug gave me joy.”

Honduras
We have coordinators from five different cities promoting WDP locally: La Esperanza, la Ceiba, Roatán, San
Pedro Sula y El Progresso. The ecumenical cooperation
in La Esperanza, Intibucá, was outstanding. A Catholic family offered their property to host the preparatory meetings and the celebration. In early December, 20
women from different cities came to the preparatory
workshop. We had an intense six weeks of shared experience and barriers to cross over. It was joyful!
The participants felt solidarity with the Bahamian people, because we share all the same problems. One of
them suggested, “We should help the person with drug
or alcohol addiction to overcome it, because if we leave
them by themselves or discriminate against them, the
addiction will only get worse.”
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Paraguay

Nicaragua

Panama

Nicaragua ranks in first place in Latin America for
teenage pregnancy and second for poverty. Evidently,
all the problems raised by the Bahamas are relevant to
us. Some of the actions we came up with are prayer,
visitations, unity, and solidarity with women and adolescents living in those situations.

The example that Jesus showed through foot washing
reminds us of his divine love that we should have for
each other. The issues of the Bahamas are also relevant
in our country. As individuals we can be more patient
and understanding of the problems of our society.
Gradually they will be solved with our attention and
support. In our celebrations, the decorations gave us
a bright picture of the diversity of the Bahamian life,
despite our shared difficulties. In worship we asked,
“What can I do to express unconditional love?” We realized that people are hurting because they need personal contact and love. We dedicated ourselves to being more tolerant, charitable, and patient, and to ask
Jesus to help us follow his example. We felt as if we
were united together.

We found it very sad that the immigration laws are
restricting access to travel in the region. Though it is
an obstacle to control the international trafficking of
people and drug organized crime at the borders, we
should work to eliminate the frontiers and unite in
love and friendship.
The participants were very impacted by the foot washing, as nobody had ever had their foot washed by others. They tangibly felt the humility of Jesus.
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We have learned to be determined to follow Jesus’
footsteps and his teachings. It seems as if in all walks
of life, we need to understand what Jesus has done for
us. The children have a lot to teach us. They focused on
the lesson of caring for each other in daily life. Today
we need more dedication and Godly affection.
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Paraguay

Uruguay

Six months before the annual celebration, we held a
retreat to learn about the Bahamas, to study the Bible,
and to creatively plan the worship service. We invited
new people to join us, and since then, we began to pray
for the writer country.

In the beginning, some of the women were shy to participate in the act of foot washing, but with the studies we understood the relationship between the act of
washing and receiving the washing. It became a meaningful gesture towards Jesus’ ministry and our limited ability to fully understand what he had done for
us. We really appreciated the prayers as they reflected
what we see and feel.

We feel that the ecumenical movement has many challenges, but we want to continue to be a part of it and
motivate women and the church leadership to promote the retreat and the celebration. We utilize our
website and Facebook to bring awareness of the activities across the country.
The service transformed lives, as shared by a participant who felt called to visit a sick person and realized the joy of supporting and caring. We were able
to identify in our country, organizations that deal with
the issues lifted up by the service, like caring for the
children. The foot washing was very meaningful. We
appreciate when the service includes an activity that
can involve all participants. It generates interest and
people are eager to actively participate in the celebration.

The decoration for the service facilitated the participation and the learning about the history of the country.
Chantal Bethel’s artwork was very important. We reproduced the flamingos in origami, and everyone was
surprised to discover the feet.
For the first time, the Catholic Church invited us to celebrate the WDP in their temple; in Montevideo, it was
celebrated in the Anglican Cathedral; and in another
place, at a Pentecostal church. Being able to build ecumenical relationships brought us great joy.

http://www.diamundialdeoracion.com.py
Facebook: DMO.Paraguay

Uruguay

Paraguay
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Middle East
Egypt

Egypt

Jordan

We are deeply moved by the immeasurable love of
our Lord, which does not change when circumstances change. He does not love us less if we do something wrong, nor more if we do something good. Jesus
washed the feet of Judas with the same concern and
care that he gave to his other disciples.

The 2015 WDP prayer themes were relevant, for in Jordan we have high rates of cancer, poverty, diabetes,
and several difficult new diseases. We prayed for all
of them. We are modeling radical love as our country
is hosting more than 1.5 million Syrian refugees, and
most of them are living outside the official camps.
They are our neighbors - we love them, help them, and
care for them. Jordanians visit them and provide food
packages and other necessities. Our ongoing prison
ministry attempts to help the prisoners of different nationalities gain freedom and return home. While they
wait in prison, we provide clothes and telephone cards
to call their families.

Our recent WDP celebrations welcomed several people
from the Diplomatic Corps who had never even heard
of the World Day of Prayer. It was a real joy to have
their participation. In several celebrations, children
were given active roles, which they handled beautifully. Young adults have been a tremendous help with
their talents and agility, especially with the audio-visuals.
We realized that many of the issues affecting the Bahamians also affect our communities, most notably
cancer, domestic violence, poverty, and immigration.
We support these projects not only through prayer,
but also through visitations and donations. This year’s
offering will be given to Beit el-Horreya (in English
“House of Liberty”), which creates freedom from addiction through medical treatment, supported employment, and a healthy life-style.
http://www.bethelemmanuel.com/wdp.html
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This year, as we prepared for WDP, we learned about
humility, selfless service, and the necessity of forgiving
one another. Some churches here have created the tradition of hosting united prayer meetings several times
during the year to encourage ecumenism and unity.
In the celebration, we prayed for the Bahamas church,
especially regarding the loss of an influential evangelist, Myles Monroe. Our altar featured a water basin
and towel, and though we did not practice foot washing, we showed a video of a well-known Arab pastor
washing the feet of his students, which was a powerful
image of Christ’s love.
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Egypt

With an enormous number of areas that need informed
prayer and prayerful action in Lebanon, each year our
national committee searches for an institution that best
corresponds to the problems presented in the worship
service. With all the institutions that we have made donations to and partnered with in the past, we continue
to contact, visit, and pray for them.

Palestine
We wrote a special prayer for all in Palestine and beyond, praying with our Bahamian brothers and sisters.
This helped us to be more aware of our blessings, despite our hardships. Sometimes we are separated from
our places of worship, so it was especially good to
gather together in prayer. In our community there is
much poverty, and most of it is related to the Israeli
occupation. There are also growing numbers of cancer
cases. Where there is so much oppression and injustice,
Jesus teaches us how to be humble and care for others.
For our celebration, we had a brightly colored tablecloth on the altar and a basin of water that was blessed
by the Greek Orthodox bishop. We also displayed the
new national WDP motto. A youth dressed in Palestine
national dress sang Psalm 67. Musicians from Armenia
joined in the service, and we sang hymns in Arabic and
English. The Gospel was read in four languages and
chanted in Arabic, Armenian, German, and English.

Lebanon

Lebanon

The contrast between the beauty of the Bahamas and
the problems that these islands struggle with, struck us
all. In our country where there are clear hierarchies in
society, the theme of this years’ service hit at the center
of what is often missing in our human relationships.
The message was a revolutionary one, and it was delivered by a speaker dressed in the typical outfit of a
domestic worker. There are more than hundred thousand domestic workers in our country and the message was clear, asking the question: “Are we ready to
let go of our place of privilege in our society to serve
others as we expect them to serve us, united in God’s
embracing love?” To realize what Jesus has done for us
is not easy and needs commitment every day to follow
his steps, to come down at his feet and listen to him; it
needs a life of humble prayer.
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Syria

Syria

Tunisia

Through the WDP Lebanon, we heard about the celebration in the war-torn Aleppo, Syria, held at the Armenian Protestant Church. “March 4, 2015, was a very
special day when the ladies of the Armenian Apostolic, Evangelical and Catholic Communities got together for the WDP worship service. They were more than
three hundred! What a wonderful time of worship,
prayer and fellowship! God was there giving us from
His joy, love, mercy, power, and beauty that we were
privileged to share one with each other.

Since 1987, we have held an ecumenical service which
is greatly anticipated and attended by a growing circle
of dedicated leaders, including younger women who
seem to find the gathering a fine occasion for sharing and strengthening our commitment to informed
prayer and prayerful action.

It was a real blessing. For our surprise we were about
300 women from the Armenian Apostolic, Evangelical and Catholic Churches. The atmosphere was very
moving. It is obvious that the women were very tired,
disappointed and helpless of this tough war. The Bahamas’ message fulfilled us with God’s love, peace and
forgiveness, with humbleness in the midst of everyday
shocking events and tragedies. Thanks to the Bahamas’
women for this inspiring message. God bless them! It
was good that we saw their pictures. And thanks to
the Lebanese women who did the huge translation job.
God bless you.”
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This year, we had a large cloth with an island motif on
the lectern, and there was a mime of the Gospel reading during the time of meditation. The music was both
ambitious and excellent. Many in the assembly knew
very little about the Bahamas, but they left the service
with a better understanding of the many similarities in
problems faced there and so many other places around
the world. The service reminded us of Jesus’ radical
love for us all. Boosted by informed prayer, we can
then take prayerful action, helping those in need to experience the healing and inclusive grace of our Lord.
Our prayer-filled footsteps spoke these bold words:
“Lord, wash away hatred and anoint us with your
love”;
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Turkey

Turkey
We learned so much from each other. The great love
and humility of Jesus was the main emphasis this year.
We realized that our daily service to others must be
done with the humility of Jesus. With God’s help, we
can change the future of people in need. We experience all the problems of the Bahamas in our country,
but here in Turkey, the biggest problem relates to refugees – we currently have around 2,000,000 in our country. This year’s collection will support the Syrian Orthodox Church Migrants Program in Istanbul.

“I pray for abandoned children in Tunisia, that they experience Christ’s unconditional love”; and “I want to
follow your example of radical love by serving those
around me, giving them my love. Help me to be like
you.”

During the celebration, we used large signs with the
six words representing healing by radical love: blessed,
blameless, accepted, never alone, included, and cured.
On the altar was a water basin and towel with colors of
the sea, along with colorful paper footprints. We gave
paper footprints to the participants and invited them
to consider prayer needs. Every person also received a
magnet with the image of Jesus washing the feet of his
disciples. They were able to take these items home as
reminders of Jesus’ call to servant ministry.

Lebanon
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Pacific
Samoa

Aotearoa New Zealand

Australia

It was a privilege to be among the first countries to
celebrate WDP in 2015. Many reported that this was
one of the best services yet! Colorful decorations set
the scene for uplifting reflection and joyful participation. Venues were decorated with bright drapes and
attendees wore bright clothing. Many were uplifted by
the surroundings and relished the chance to join in the
lives and prayers of the Bahamians. The services were
well received, and increased our understanding of Jesus’ wide reaching radical love for all people. Children
actively participated through services during school
and at church on Sunday. Our prayers led to self-reflection and prayer, as well as humility and strength
of faith. We found that washing the feet was a tangible
way of showing radical love. Jesus showed us that all
who believe in Him must show love to all people by
service and care, regardless of gender, race or status.

The lessons learned from this year’s theme were humility, radical love, and the giving of self. This was
symbolized in most services by the foot washing ceremony. Obedience and joyful servanthood resonated
strongly with the participants, and there was an increased awareness of those who struggle with hidden
issues, such as domestic violence.

Our prayerful action included financial support for
community rural school projects in Haiti, supplying
Bibles for young people in New Zealand, a women’s
training and counseling center, a refuge for women
fleeing from violence, and care for the poor, hungry,
and the dying.
www.worlddayofprayer.co.nz/

For the celebrations, churches decorated with flamingos, flowers, butterflies, shells, fruit, earthenware basins, towels, and the Bahamian flag. Images of the Bahamas and of foot washing were also used frequently.
Schools were encouraged to celebrate the WDP and
some children’s choirs participated in the adult services. Many people followed the prayer path, moving
around the church and praying for the various islands
and their issues. There was a sense of unity with the
Bahamian people. Prayers were powerful, thoughtful,
moving, and uplifting. Many participants valued the
ecumenical opportunity and spoke glowingly of the
warmth of fellowship and the sense of unity.
As a prayerful action, we gave offerings to the Bahamian Bible Society project, which supports families that
are struggling with domestic violence by addressing
educational and spiritual needs.
http://www.worlddayofprayeraustralia.org/
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Samoa

Marshall Islands
The theme of the WDP 2015 has brought clear understanding of what Jesus wants us to do. In our culture,
feet are a dirty part of the body and normally, we
will not allow anyone to wash or even touch our feet.
Therefore, the act of foot washing was a very unfamiliar practice. After witnessing the washing of the feet,
many women realized what Jesus wanted us all to do
for each other. Some of the women who took part in
the washing were in tears, especially those who are
cancer survivors and teenage mothers. It carried deep
meaning.

Cook Islands
The service brought women together to share on the
theme, “Do you know what I have done?” Through
sharing and dialogue, we were made aware that faith
and service go hand in hand, taken from the example
that Our Lord has shown us at the last supper. We reflected on our family lives, relationships between parents and children, our situation in the workforce, organizations, community, and the church. This theme
reminded us to be humble and to be peacemakers. It
deepened the understanding of our women leaders,
that they might take this theme and live it out in their
roles as leaders. As leaders, we must be able to serve
humbly and lead with peace, love, and dignity.
The church was packed with men, women and youth,
and additional seats were arranged outside of the
church. Denominational leaders, traditional leaders,
and government leaders attended the celebration. We
began with a hymn composed and sung by two young
members. In fact, our youth members presented much
of the program. We appreciated the order of worship
provided by the Bahamas, which was enhanced by
dramatization, images, songs, scripture reading, personal healing testimony, foot washing, and liturgical
dance.
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Each year, more and more women take part in the ecumenical service. This year there were more than a
thousand women gathered in the church. The WDP
services have been extended to the outer islands and
also to Honolulu, Hawaii, with the Marshallese women who live there. We thank the Bahamian women for
the suggested decoration, which is so similar to our
country. It was absolutely beautiful. Our offerings will
support medical supplies for the hospital, as well as
WDP materials and programs.

Niue Island
We held a Bible study in February to prepare leaders
for the WDP service in March. The participants were
encouraged to ask questions and to share their experiences, and the learning was taken back to the villages
where the services were held.
The pastors’ wives from all the 13 churches on the island carried out the demonstration of Jesus washing
the feet of his disciples. This was a very strong experience for the women present at the services. Some were
very reluctant to allow the pastors’ wives to conduct
the washing of the feet, as this was in conflict with
Niue culture. However, after reflecting on the meaning of what Jesus had done for his disciples, those who
were present at the services agreed to take part in this
activity. It was a very emotional and humbling experience, as they felt the presence of Jesus at the time of
the washing of the feet. It represented the cleansing
of their troubles, and the transformation of their lives
giving them new hope for the future.
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Tonga

to human trafficking. The Bible studies helped us to
engage in informed prayer and implement prayerful
action by visiting disabled persons, widows, and families living in situations of poverty.
Some of the actions suggested to further model radical
love in our community were to educate teenage mothers, support single mothers at the Women and Children Centre by providing services and necessities like
food, and to fund school scholarships for children.
Thanks to the Bahamas Committee for their prayer and
hard work which really made the WDP a great day.

Vanuatu
Samoa
WDP celebrations were broadcast on radio and television. We were encouraged by the ecumenical spirit and
appreciated the government of Samoa and the National Council of Christian Churches Samoa for working
together.
Our WDP committees met monthly to pray, study,
plan the celebrations, and to live out the WDP motto
through assistance and outreach. This year’s celebration highlighted our call to serve others in radical love
that has no borders and crosses boundaries. We found
that the Bahamian issues are also here with us, especially, the struggle of poverty and domestic violence.
We also prayed for the village councils to administrate
in peace, justice, and love.
Jesus’ humility is the strength of his radical love; by
washing his disciple’s feet, we see his radical love and
servant’s attitude. As we celebrated together, the foot
washing of women represented the struggles of the Bahamas. The ceremony was very inspirational and reflected healing in the community through radical love.

A week after our WDP celebrations, the Tropical Cyclone Pam traveled across the Pacific and arrived in
Vanuatu as a monster cyclone rating category 5. It was
the most severe storm ever to hit a country in the Pacific. It was just unbelievable that we only had 13 deaths.
A day after the cyclone, countries around the world
started coming to assess the damage and assistance
started to pour in ever since. 70% of our vegetation
is back to normal. We praise God for His Faithfulness
upon our country.
Vanuatu Christian Council has been active in the
Emergency Response Team. We had received assistance from Act for Peace, the implementing partner of
the Australian National Council of Churches. We assisted in distributing the relief supplies and took part
in the government in-depth assessment throughout
Vanuatu. We also received funds to rebuild all church
buildings that were used as evacuation centers during
the cyclone.
Thank you for your prayers and concern for those of
us affected by Tropical Cyclone Pam. Vanuatu is now
experiencing the blessings of God.
Vanuatu

Tonga
Observing the foot washing attracted the most attention from the participants. The theme challenged everyone to think seriously and encouraged women to
overcome whatever situation they are in, whether it is
disabilities, violence, poverty, migration, or breast cancer. We also included in our prayers, people vulnerable
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A Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace
By Fulata Lusungu Moyo*, PHD
In the Christian plan
of salvation as liberation of the whole
being and the rest of
creation, God chose
to confide in a young
unmarried girl living
in the margins of her
Nazareth
community. To make sense
of the weight of her
new
responsibility, she journeyed to
her cousin Elisabeth.
She needed someone
who was equally vulnerable and in search
of
understanding
her own calling to
the ministry of liberation. Like Mary, Elizabeth’s experience of motherhood was unexpected by her community, but she had God’s calling. Without Elizabeth,
Mary’s pilgrimage would have been a lonely one.
Being faithful to carrying out this liberation, as its
mission imperative to live Jesus’ calling to be one, the
World Council of Churches decided to plan all its work
and programmes under the theme of “pilgrimage of
justice and peace”.
“We intend to move together. ...we challenge all people of good will to engage their God-given gifts in
transforming actions. ...join us in pilgrimage. May the
churches be communities of healing and compassion,
and may we seed the Good News so that justice will
grow and God’s deep peace rest on the world.” (Paragraph 6 of the Message of the Tenth Assembly, 2013,
Busan).
The assembly invites member churches and ecumenical partners to commit to working together as a fellowship in ‘A Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace’. Therefore
the World Day of Prayer as WCC’s ecumenical partner is invited to join this pilgrimage. The WCC Just
Community of Women and Men project is planning a
women’s pilgrimage that will focus on three biblical
theological motifs of “shifting tents”, “wandering Armenian”, and hospitality. Starting with listening to our
sisters in shifting tents as refugees, the pilgrimage will
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take us back to the foundations of our Christian
faith to explore the role
of women and questions of gender justice
in each historical step
that Jesus took.
How does each step we
choose to visit speak
to women’s situation
today? What understanding of pilgrimage,
justice and peace does
each sight help us to
develop? How can this
process influence the
upcoming WDP reflections?
We would like to invite WDP leadership to join this
journey. We would like to invite the national committees to join the different church’s pilgrimage of justice
and peace initiatives, to help organise local pilgrimages to raise awareness, to train their local communities
about gender justice and peace with no sexual and
gender based violence, and to share their initiatives
with WCC Just Community of Women and Men. (Visit
http://www.wccpilgrimage.org/)
We also call the local committees to embrace Thursdays in Black towards a world without rape and violence. Thursdays in Black is a global gender justice and
human rights campaign that sprouted from the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in solidarity with women
(1988-1998). This campaign was inspired by the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo from Argentina and Women in
Black in Israel and Palestine. In this campaign, black is
used as a colour of resistance. Let us journey together
for a world of gender justice and peace.
*World Council of Churches’ Programme Executive,
Just Community of Women and Men
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Blessed

By Rosângela S. Oliveira

Blessed was Chantal E. Y. Bethel’s painting for the worship service prepared by the WDP Committee of the
Bahamas. The painting articulated the beauty of the
islands with forgiveness, peace and love at the feet of
Christ. Blessed was the transformation that a person
living in a situation of poverty in the neighborhood
known as Over the Hill, in Nassau, would experience
after the foot washing and the hug. Blessed - a gesture
that represented the radical love of our master Jesus,
who challenged the paradigm of leadership.
“Prayer is rooted in listening to God and to one another”, affirms WDP Guiding Principles. The WDP
Committee of the Bahamas developed this principle to
the extent of having the Bahamas Postal Service launch
three commemorative stamps honoring World Day of
Prayer. The three stamps reflect the work of the writing committee with local artists – Jessica Colebrooke
(Never Forget How to Serve), Chantal Bethel (Blessed)
and Tyrone Ferguson (The Master Key) – to carry out
the message of the 2015 theme.
What has Jesus done to his disciples and the people he
met? How do we model radical love? Middle East, a
region afflicted by the civil war in Syria, hosts millions
of Syrian refugees, and WDP Turkey responded dedicating the offering to the Syrian Orthodox project
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in Istanbul. WDP Cameroon surprised the Missionaries of Charity – Mother Teresa, with food to the center.
“We may not have washed their feet the way Jesus did; but
in meeting their real need, we showed them the same love of
Jesus,” says their report. WDP Iceland modeled radical
love by reaching out to immigrant women and helping
to raise awareness of their vulnerability to domestic
violence - 32% of women in Iceland seeking local shelter are immigrants.
Theologically, WDP does not separate prayer from action. “WDP encourages responsible action that grows
out of the worship service and its theme” (WDP Guiding Principles). To pray for women who have faced
breast cancer, brought the service closer to many families. It was emotional, said many reports. On the other
hand, it generated preventive education like teaching
women how to do self-breast exams.
Every year, when a local community engages globally
in prayer and action, the world shifts and we hope that
it is towards justice and peace.
May you be blessed!
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WDP at a Glance
World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement led by
Christian women who welcome all to join in prayer and action
for peace and justice on every first Friday of March.
The 2015 Journal is based on the 105 country reports received. It
is estimated that 21,559 services were held in 94 languages, including versions in Braille or large print. The program reached
about 1,638,281 participants. The celebrations were held in
churches, schools, hospitals, prisons, convents, and elderly
homes.
The worship service was broadcasted on national TV, radio and
livestream. It was promoted in the city newspapers, posters,
fliers, Facebook, website, and Twitter. Activities with children
and youth were held in many schools and churches.

How does WDP offering make a difference?
The National/Regional Committees report that this year’s offering will be given to their local
community and abroad for the following purposes:
1. Empower women, children, youth, and people with disabilities through education, mentoring, shelter, food programs, trauma counseling, hospital care, orphanages, and prison visitations. Fund rural schools in Haiti, provide children’s scholarships in Africa, and assist the Roma
people.
2. Support people displaced by war, orphans of war or HIV and AIDS, Syrian refugees in Europe and the Middle East, communities affected by cyclone and earthquakes in the Vanuatu and
Nepal, children recovering from radiation, and victims of domestic violence, human trafficking,
and sexual abuse, such as the comfort women in Asia.
3. Campaign for a nuclear free world, peace movements, reunification of Korea, environmental
care, creation stewardship, race and gender equality and a life free from violence.
4. Provide care and medical supplies for people living with HIV and AIDS, breast cancer, drug
addiction, children with disabilities, and the elderly; support a media campaign for teenagers to
raise awareness on sexuality and gender-based violence in the Bahamas.
5. Sustain the socio-political commitment for women’s empowerment and gender justice, support migrant workers, women farmers, homeless youth and First Nations peoples with student
scholarship, job training, literacy, or micro-credit.
6. Promote Christian education for children and youth, women’s ministries, ecumenical and
theological formation.
7. Build organizational sustainability of the WDP in local communities, in the writer countries,
and provide for the regional and international coordination of the movement. Promote the WDP
story by honoring a leader through the Fund for Tomorrow.
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WDP 1927-2021
Theme Timeline

Editorial Team
Executive Committee Members
The WDP Journal is an annual publication of the World
Day of Prayer International Committee (WDPIC). It is
based on the Annual Reports written by WDP National/Regional Committees from each country. It offers an
overview of the global movement in its local context,
and includes expressions of prayer and action based
on the theme and focus country for that year. WDPIC
promotes sharing of information, therefore the Journal
can be freely downloaded from the WDPIC website,
and it can be reproduced provided acknowledgment is
given to the source of information.

World Day of Prayer
A global ecumenical movement led by Christian women who
welcome you to join in prayer and action for peace and justice
on the first Friday of March.

at Jesus May Be Lied Up Helen Kim, Korea
Hold Fast in Prayer Helen Tupper, India
Follow ou Me C.C. Chen, China
y Kingdom Come WDP Women Shanghai, China
Make Level in the Desert a Highway for our God, Isabel Caleb, India
e Lord is y Keeper WDP Women China
Faith for Our Time Michi Kiwai, Japan
at ey May Have Life Sarah Chakko, India
More an Conquerors WDP Women South Korea
Bear Ye One Another’s Burdens Rathie Selvaratham, Ceylon
Make Us Builders of Peace WDP Women Japan
Responsible Freedom WDP Women ailand
Peace rough Prayer and Action WDP Women India
Lord, Teach Us To Pray WDP Women of Burma (Myanmar)
Like A Seed Which Grows into A Tree WDP Women of South Korea
Talitha Kumi, Young Women Stand Up! WDP Women Indonesia
Let Justice Prevail WDP Women Malaysia
2017 Am I Being Unfair to You? WDP Women Philippines

1930
1932
1933
1941
1947
1949
1950
1954
1963
1968
1974
1980
1985
1989
1997
2000
2012

Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem Mrs. J.W.L. Hofmeyer, South Africa
ou Art the Christ, e Son of Living God Mabel Shaw, Missionary
e ings that Make for Our Peace Mabel Shaw, Missionary
Walk As Children of Light WDP Women Africa
Growing Together in Christ WDP Women West & Southern Africa
Spiritual Growth Women Africa at Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation
On the Journey Together WDP Women Kenya
e Earth is a House for All People WDP Women Ghana
Who is My Neighbor? WDP Women Madagascar
Signs of the Times WDP Women South Africa
Let Everything that Has Breath Praise God WDP Women Cameroon
Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk! WDP Women Zimbabwe

1936

Latin America

On Earth, Peace, Goodwill Toward Men Laura Jorquera, Chile
Abide in Me Jorgelina Lozada, Argentina
For God So Loved the World Violeta Cavallero, Uruguay
Education for All of Life WDP Women Mexico
Open Doors WDP Women Brazil
God’s People: Instruments of Healing WDP Women Guatemala
God’s Tendor Touch WDP Women Venezuela
In Faith, Women Shape the Future WDP Women Panama
United Under God’s Tent WDP Women Paraguay
How Many Loaves Have You? WDP Women Chile
Receive Children, Receive Me WDP Women Cuba

1935 Bear Ye One Another’s Burdens Baroness van Boetzelaer van Dubbeldam, Holland
1940 In Quietness and in Conndence Shall Be Your Strength Muriel & Doris Lester, England
1945 e Church Universal Representative of Women’s WDP Central Committee,
England, Wales & Ireland
1951 Perfect Love Casteth Out Fear Else Niemoeller & Hildegard Schaedor, Germany
1957 Who Shall Separate Us…? Serena Vassady, Hungarian in Exile
1964 Let Us Pray Madeleine Barot, France/WCC
1966 You Are My Witnesses WDP Women Scotland
1972 All Joy Be Yours WDP Women Europe
1977 Love in Action WDP Women German Democratic Republic
1982 e People Of God - Gathered for Worship, Scattered for Service WDP
Women of the Repulbic of Ireland & of Northern Ireland
1984 Living Water from Christ Our Hope WDP Women Sweden
1990 A Better Tomorrow, Justice for All WDP Women Czechoslovakia
1992 Living Wisely With Creation WDP Women of Austria, Germany -West & Switzerland
2002 Challenged to Reconcile WDP Women Romania
2005 Let Our Light Shine WDP Women Poland
2013 I Was A Stranger and You Welcomed Me WDP Women France
2019 Come – Everything is Ready WDP Women Slovenia

Paciﬁc
1938
1958
1967
1973
1986
2001
2009

e Church, A World Fellowship Alice E. Henderson, New Zealand
e Bread of Life WDP Women of Australia
Of His Kingdom ere Shall Be No End Queen Salote, Tonga Islands
Alert in Our Time WDP Women New Zealand
Choose Life! WDP Women Australia
Informed Prayer – Prayerful Action WDP Women Samoa
In Christ ere Are Many Members Yet One Body

WDP Women Papua New Guinea
2021 Build on a Strong Foundation WDP Women Vanuatu

The World

1959

1942

Editorial
Rosângela S. Oliveira (Staff)
Catherine Oh (Staff)
Susan D. Amick (Consultant)

1938

1936
1955
1962
1976
1988
1993
1999
2004
2007
2011
2016

Europe

1935

1934

Africa

1934
1937
1946
1953
1969
1979
1991
1995
1998
2006
2010
2020

1930

1927

Asia

Caribbean & North America

Pray Ye erefore Mary Hough, USA
Breaking Down Barriers Mrs. M. H. Lichliter, USA
at ey May All Be One Florence G. Tyler, USA
Ye Shall Be My Witnesses K.W. McArthur, Canada
Let Us Put Our Love into Deeds & Make it Real Presbyterian Young Women, USA
Father, I Pray at ey May All Be One Georgia Harkness & Sadie Gray Mays, USA
e World at Prayer Jessie M. Bader, Welthy Honsinger Fisher & Helen Smith Shoemaker, USA
Christ, Our Hope Migrants, Share Croppers & Native Americans, USA
One Flock One Shephard Cook Christian Training School Phoenix, Arizona, USA
Labourers Together with God WDP Women Canada
Forward through the Ages (75th Anniversary) Sue Weddell, USA
What Doth the Lord Require? Pearl McNeil, USA
A New People for a New Age WDP Women Caribbean
Community Spirit in Modern Life WDP Women Canada
e Earth is the Lord’s Native American Women, USA
New Persons in Christ WDP Women Caribbean
God Calls Us to Respond WDP Women Haiti
God’s Wisdom Provides New Understanding WDP Women Guyana
Jesus Said to them: Do You Know What I Have Done to You? WDP Women Bahamas
All God’s Creation is Very Good! WDP Women Suriname

1927
1928
1929
1931
1939
1943
1948
1952
1956
1960
1961
1965
1971
1978
1981
1983
1996
2008
2015
2018

Middle East

1942 I am the Way Refugee WDP Women New York City
1944 God Wondered at ere Was No Intercessor Statements of 150 nationals &
repatriated missionaries from over 100 countries
1970 Take Courage! WDP Women Egypt, India, Jamaica, Philippines & USA
1987 Come and Rejoice! (Centennial Anniversary) WDPIC Executive Committee

1959 Lord, I Believe WDP Women Egypt
1975 Become Perfectly One WDP Women Egypt
1994 Go, See and Act WDP Women Palestine
2003 Holy Spirit, Fill Us WDP Women Lebanon
2014 Streams in the Desert WDP Women Egypt

A Timeline of WDP worship service themes and writers, WDP 1927-2021©
Art based on Blessed by Chantal E.Y. Bethel, WDP Bahamas 2015©
Design: Alexa Simeone

World Day of Prayer International Committee
475 Riverside Drive Suite 729
New York, NY 10115 USA www.worlddayofprayer.net

We have a new poster! The timeline of World Day of
Prayer Worship service themes and writers is based on
Blessed, the art painting, done by Chantal E.Y. Bethel,
for the 2015 Bahamas celebration. The poster tells the
story of women’s global concern and theological approach through a movement of informed prayer and
prayerful action.
Use the poster to tell the story of WDP in your community! Invite the children to find the writer country
on the map! Suggest to the young people to identify
the social justice issues on the timeline! Envision new
themes and writers that ecumenically welcome all to
join in prayer and action for peace and justice.

To order the poster, please email:
admin@worlddayofprayer.net.
The cost of the posters is as follows:
1 to 10 posters = $5.50 each poster plus shipping;
11 to 99 posters = $4.50 each poster plus shipping;
over 100 posters = $3.50 each poster plus shipping.
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Journal 2015

International Meeting 2017

Encuentro Internacional 2017

Rencontre mondiale en 2017

August 20-27, 2017

20-27 Agosto 2017

20-27 Aôut 2017

WDPIC wants to announce that our
next International Meeting will be
held in 2017, and will be hosted by
the WDP Brazil. All WDP National
Committees will receive information
ahead of time and will have the
opportunity to register their delegates,
submit suggestions of themes and
writer countries, and participate in
relevant decisions about the regional
and the international movement.

El Encuentro Internacional tendrá
lugar en 2017 y su anfitrión será
el DMO de Brasil. Todos los
comités nacionales van a recibir la
información con anticipación y van a
tener la oportunidad de inscribir a sus
delegadas, presentar sus sugerencias
de temas y países para elaborarlos, y
compartir las decisiones importantes
para la marcha del movimiento a
nivel regional e internacional.

We want to anticipate the
announcement to help you engage
your Committee in starting make
plans and raise funds to cover your
expenses for the event. Following our
Guiding Principle that everybody
has a gift to offer and to receive, we
want to encourage you to prayerfully
consider donating to the Fund for
Tomorrow.

Estamos haciendo este anuncio para
que ustedes animen a sus comités
a comenzar con sus planes e ideas
para buscar fondos para los gastos
que necesitan para participar en este
evento. En el espíritu de nuestro
principio conductor de que cada
persona tiene sus dones para ofrecer
y para recibir, queremos alentarlas
a considerar una donación para el
Fondo para Mañana.

La prochaine Rencontre Mondiale
de la JMP aura lieu en 2017. Elle se
déroulera au Brésil. Tous les Comités
JMP recevront les informations en
temps et en heure. Ils auront ainsi la
possibilité d’inscrire leurs délégués,
de soumettre leurs propositions
de thèmes et de pays rédacteurs.
Ils pourront participer à la prise
de décisions cohérentes pour le
mouvement au niveau international et
régional.

The Fund for Tomorrow provides
opportunities for women of all
nationalities and generations to attend
the International Meeting. The gifts
enable greater numbers of younger
women to join the WDP community
to share their wisdom, and to engage
in leadership roles in the movement.
A great opportunity to donate for
the Fund for Tomorrow is to honor a
person that has being relevant to your
community or region. To honor is a
way to continue her legacy and invite
others to the journey. You can send
your donation to your the National
Committee. If you send a short bio of
the honoree, WDPIC will post it on
our website.
Please visit our website to read more
about the Fund for Tomorrow
http://www.worlddayofprayer.net/
foundForTomorrow.php

El Fondo para Mañana proporciona a
mujeres de todas las nacionalidades
y generaciones la posibilidad de
asistir al Encuentro Internacional. Las
donaciones que ustedes hagan les
darán a un mayor número de mujeres
jóvenes la posibilidad de integrarse a
la comunidad de DMO, a compartir
su sabiduría y a comprometerse en
roles de liderazgo.
Hacer donaciones al Fondo para
Mañana es una oportunidad de
honrar a una mujer que ha sido
importante en la propia región o
comunidad. Una forma de honrarla
es la de continuar en el espíritu de su
legado, invitando a otras personas a
unirse a su recuerdo. Las donaciones
se entregan a los comités nacionales.
Éstos se comunican con la oficina del
CIDMO que se encargará de que el
nombre, la foto y una breve reseña de
la persona honrada se publiquen en
nuestro sitio en internet.

Cette annonce a pour but
d’encourager votre Comité à réfléchir
à sa participation et à rechercher des
solutions de financement. En accord
avec notre principe «chacune a la
possibilité de donner et de recevoir»,
nous vous encourageons à faire un
don pour «L’offrande de demain»,
fonds de solidarité internationale.
Ce fonds offre l’opportunité à des
femmes de toutes nationalités et
de tous âges d’être présentes à ces
rencontres internationales. Le don
que vous faites permet d’inviter
un plus grand nombre de femmes
parmi les plus jeunes à rejoindre la
Communauté de la JMP, partager
ainsi leur sagesse et prendre des
responsabilités dans le mouvement.
Une autre raison de participer à
«L’offrande de demain» est d’honorer
une femme importante pour votre
région ou votre Communauté. Cette
manière de l’honorer prolonge ainsi
son témoignage et son engagement,
invitant d’autres à se joindre à
l’aventure JMP.
Vous pouvez adresser votre don à
votre Comité national. En envoyant
une courte biographie de la femme
que vous désirez honorer, celle-ci sera
publiée sur notre site web.

Por favor, vayan al sitio del CIDMO y
entérense de lo que contiene.

Ne manquez pas de le visiter pour en
apprendre d’avantage sur «L’offrande
de demain»!

http://www.worlddayofprayer.net/
foundForTomorrow.php

http://www.worlddayofprayer.net/
foundForTomorrow.php
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Journal 2015

Cuba 2016

Philippines 2017

Receive children. Receive me.

Am I Being Unfair to You?
Mabuhay! Come to the circle and tell your story!

¡Buenos Días! Good Morning!
Maybe that is what Jesus would have liked to hear from the disciples
when the little children were brought to him for a blessing! Instead, the
disciples spoke sternly to them and Jesus challenged their behavior in
order so that they could see God’s love in the face of those children and
to care for them. Let them come, and you will learn how to receive the
Kingdom of God! Receive children. Receive me!

In the story Jesus told about the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 20:1-16),
he saw no wrongdoing in giving equally, however, the workers who
felt entitled to receive more greatly complained. This dialogue is turned
into a question for the 2017 WDP theme - “Am I Being Unfair to You?”
Questions like this help us to get to the root of the situation we find
ourselves in.

Which of those attitudes has been yours? Who are the children whom
Jesus embraces and blesses while challenging us to receive them like
the Kingdom of God? How would you, along with the worldwide WDP
community, continue to share this blessing? We listen to the voices of
women and children in Cuba as we meditate and pray with them.

As we prepare for worship, women and girls from the Philippines enter
carrying symbols with a story. Rowena “Apol” Laxamana-Sta.Rosa,
after listening to the reflection of the WDP writing groups, tells the story
of God’s economic justice in contrast to the economy of the strong and
powerful in her beautiful artwork.

The attitude of prayer in the Worship Service begins with a welcoming
coffee and a conversation about everyday life in Cuba. The service
invites us to an inter-generational encounter where we celebrate the
dreams of the elders, the vision of the young, and the wisdom of children. The different generations represent glimpses of Cuba’s history,
geography, culture, and faith, inviting us to praise God.

Merlyn, Celia, and Editha represent the lives of many Filipino women and girls who are victims of domestic violence or sex trafficking,
migrant domestic workers, and women with deep wounds caused by
disasters in the environment. How can we hear these stories and not
realize the sinfulness of structures that consolidate economic inequality?
So, we are called to confess and take on our responsibility and answer
God’s call for justice.

Jesus receives the children, who were likely brought by their mothers,
he receives those who were searching for him. In this encounter, Jesus
declares: “Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the Kingdom of
God as a little child, will never enter it.”

A traditional cultural practice, known as dagyaw, is introduced. Dagyaw
is a communal way of laboring each other’s farms and equally benefiting
from the harvest, which is used more frequently among organic farmers
for sustainable agriculture. “It is a good practice for building and sustaining a community, an actualization of compassion and care for each
other.” It is key to a collective answer to “Am I Being Unfair to you?”

For more information about World Day of Prayer please write:
World Day of Prayer International Committee
475 Riverside Dr. room 729
New York, NY 10115
USA
Tel: 1 212-870-3049
Email: admin@worlddayofprayer.net
http://www.worlddayofprayer.net
https://www.facebook.com/wdpic

