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Bonjour, Bonjour, Bonjour, dear World Day of Prayer Sisters, I greet you warmly 
in behalf of the World Day of Prayer International Committee!

On March 1, 2013, in more than 170 countries women started the World Day of 
Prayer service with this greeting shared by the French WDP Committee – and I 
am sure you’d agree: celebrating the service the day was a “bon jour,” a great day.

“I Was a Stranger and You Welcomed Me” (Mt 25:35) – when this theme was cho-
sen in 2007 at the International Conference in Toronto, the delegates from France 
agreed: “Yes, this is our theme.” 

But, in preparing the service women all over the world recognized that the theme 
of migration and justice is our theme as well and we are all somehow involved. 
� e news reports that thousands of people – men, women, and children – are dy-
ing every year on their way from Africa through the desert and across the Medi-
terranean Sea to get to Europe. � ey are searching for a better life with a chance 
of freedom and peace, work and education. But, being led and exploited by crimi-
nal networks, only a few of them have a chance to arrive safely in Europe. We hear 
from � shermen in Lampedusa/Italy that they are forced not to help boats with migrants who are in distress at sea. 

With di� erent women stories, the French WDP Committee provided us with examples where strangers/migrants 
were really welcomed and could � nd a new home as well as stories of migrants without the “happy end”. � ey also 
showed us with their chosen words from the Bible that we as God’s holy people, we as Christians, play a role in 
the story of migration. In the book of Leviticus, God gives “directions” of living together with strangers/migrants: 
“Each of you should love the stranger in your midst like yourself,” for the stranger should have the same chances 
and rights in our society as we do. 

God � rst reminds God’s people Israel “for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.” (Leviticus 19:2,33-37). Jesus 
then opens these “directions” to all of us with, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me” (Mt 25:35). His words are 
an invitation as well as a command to follow his example. He teaches us to see the stranger/the migrant with new 
eyes: they are humans like we are, and like we are they are Gods loved creation. So our behaviour and our attitude 
towards strangers is the measure of our humanity.

“Seigneur, merci! Ta grace nous a change. – � ank you Lord, we are 
changed by your grace!” � is refrain, used as an answer to each inter-
cession, encourages us to bring our WDP motto into life, to go from in-
formed prayer into prayerful action.

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks, dear sisters of the WDP 
Committee of France, for this wonderful touching and encouraging ser-
vice. We will remain faithful to the theme of justice and migration as the 
WDP Committee of Egypt invites us to 2014: “Streams in the Desert”.

Peace and blessings to all for your work and commitment to World Day 
of Prayer !

Corinna Harbig, Chairperson

Message from the Chairperson

from � shermen in Lampedusa/Italy that they are forced not to help boats with migrants who are in distress at sea. 

Strait of Dover

Lyme Bay

Ligurian Sea

B a y  o f  B i s c a y

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  S e a

G u l f  o f  L i o n s

Gulf of Genoa

Golfe de St-malo

E n g l i s h  C h a n n e l

Baie de la Seine

Corse

Provence-Alpes-
Cote d'Azur

Languedoc-
Roussillon

Auvergne

Rhone-Alpes

Limousin

Midi Pyrenees

Aquitaine

Poitou-Charentes

Bretagne

Pays de la Loire

Franche-
Comte

Alsace

Lorraine

Nord-Pas-
de-Calais

Bourgogne

Basse-Normandie

Centre

Haute-Normandie

Picardie

Champagne-
Ardenne

Ile de France

F r a n c e

S p a i n

United Kingdom

Switzerland

Germany

I t a l y

Luxembourg

Belgium

Netherlands

Andorra

Tarragona

Huesca

Girona

Tilburg

Maastricht

Enschede

Eindhoven

Arnhem

Eschsuralzette

Cuneo

Wiesbaden

Munster

Mannheim

Karlsruhe

Dusseldorf

Duisburg

Bonn

Villareal

Tortosa

Sagunto

Reus

Exeter

PamplonaLogrono

Lerida

Castellon de la Plana

Vercelli

Savona

San Remo

Pavia

ComoBiella

Alessandria

Cologne

Ostend

MechelenGhent

Charleroi

BrugesHastingsEastbourne

Chatham

Winterthur

Lucerne

Biel

Tarrasa

Manresa

Badalona

Southend-on-Sea
Southampton

PortsmouthPoolePlymouth

Zurich

Lausanne

Geneva

Basel

Zaragoza

Valencia

San
Sebastian

Barcelona

Rotterdam

Turin

Milan

Genoa

Liege

Antwerp

Brighton

Sabadell

Monte-Carlo
Marseille

Lyon

Toulouse

Bordeaux

Rouen

Rennes

Poitiers

Orleans

Metz

Limoges

Lille

Dijon

Clermont-
Ferrand

Caen

Besancon

Amiens

Chalons-
sur-Marne

StrasbourgNantes

Montpellier

Ajaccio

Bern

The Hague

Monaco

Luxembourg
Paris

Brussels

Andorra la Vella

3ûW6ûW

0û

0û

3ûE

3ûE

6ûE

6ûE

9ûE

42ûN

42ûN

45ûN

45ûN

48ûN

48ûN

51ûN

6ûW

0 20 40 Miles

0 20 40 KM

Journal 2013.indd   2 11/4/2013   11:08:36 AM



3

Message from the Chairperson.........................................................................2
Bible Passages......................................................................................................3
Writer Country Re� ection ...............................................................................4
National/Regional Reports................................................................................5
 Africa...................................................................................................6
 Asia....................................................................................................12
 Caribbean/North America................................................................17
 Europe................................................................................................22
 Latin America....................................................................................38
 Middle East.......................................................................................44
 Paci� c.................................................................................................47
Additional 2012 Reports.................................................................................53
Message from the Executive Director............................................................54

1� e Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 2Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be 
holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. 33When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien. 
34� e alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for 
you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. 35You shall not cheat in measuring length, weight, or 
quantity. 36You shall have honest balances, honest weights, an honest ephah, and an honest hin: I am the Lord your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt. 37You shall keep all my statutes and all my ordinances, and observe 
them: I am the Lord.

31When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 
32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the le� . 34� en the king will 
say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me some-
thing to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and 
you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” 37� en the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was 
it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that 
we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you 
sick or in prison and visited you?” 40And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 
the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 41� en he will say to those at his le�  hand, “You 
that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal � re prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and 
you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome 
me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” 44� en they also will 
answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did 
not take care of you?” 45� en he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to me.” 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.

leviticus 19: 1-2, 33-37

matthew 25:31-46

Biblical Passages

Table of Contents
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Being at the center of attention for the World Day of Prayer is impressive: � e world is praying with France! We 
realized very early on that we had a great responsibility to represent France. What a joy, but what a daunting task 
it was to try and accommodate all these diverse groups from all around the world. � e entire WDP was going to 
come to meet us and “visit” us in France!

In the process of writing the service we were enriched by each other and we grew in our faith through our sharing. 
� e key theme to our work was dialogue. � is took place at all levels: in committee; at the regional, national, and 
international meetings; and � nally with the Executive Committee. It was di�  cult to “give our baby” over and to 
make the cuts to the text that were requested, but that is what was necessary. We were warned, but it was still hard. 
However, we experienced joy and pride in managing this great challenge.

In the process we were thankful to be able to learn about ourselves, about other countries 
abroad, and to relearn about our own history. We also realized that the ideal that we 
wanted to expressing our work and worship seems far from reality. It just con� rmed the fact 
that we must continue to � ght for justice.

We found the path to our theme through a DVD about an asylum seeker which included the 
quote “dare to say hello to one who is down…life is not easy.” To accommodate oneself is to 
accommodate the other. � e texts of Leviticus and Matthew helped to change our view of 
how we encounter the other – the stranger. During the three years of preparation, the WDP 
writer country’s gestation, events passed and our eyes grew sharp. How can we live these 
words? How can we pay more attention to our neighbor? Who is really a foreigner to us? 
� ere is still much to do to promote a better understanding of welcoming the stranger. We 
know that the results will not be immediate.

We came to discover that the old adage is true; nobody is a prophet in their own country. 
We found that o� entimes the press in France was not interested in hearing about the 
service because it came from within France, there was not an exotic appeal. Also the 
theme put them o�  because of the upcoming political elections and the situation was 
already tense. � e challenges we faced in bringing our service to our own country 
were: silence, absence, and having doors being closed. Even with these challenges we 
had a great time and felt a distinct pride in being French.

If we were to give future writer countries any suggestions it would be this: 
- Capture the theme, receive it as a gi� , and walk in faith. 
- Dialogue is essential between all. 
- Carefully follow the process and timetables for achieving your goals. 
- Time passes very quickly. 
- Do not be afraid to “go there.”
- Enjoy…it is a great experience even with the challenges.

Writer Country Reflection
wdp france
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National Committee Reports
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AFRICA
Angola

� e women from the Evangelical 
Congregational Church in Angola 
hosted the service for the World Day 
of Prayer 2013. � e theme  this year 
touched the heart and challenged 
the congregation for several rea-
sons. First of all, solidarity, altruism, 
and reciprocal help are unfortunate-
ly not an obvious part of the charac-
ter of many Christians, so much so 
that not every Christian seems to be 
fully capable of or willing to engage 
in looking a� er the poor or taking 
care of the needy. Secondly, 
because of the � rst, the needy 
and strangers are neither 
welcomed nor do they � nd 
rest or comfort among us. 
� ere was a realization that 
when we welcome strang-
ers and look a� er the needy 
we are actually welcoming 
and looking a� er God. � e 
commandment of love has 
no loopholes; we are com-
manded to love one another 
regardless of our ethnicities, 
religions, social status, or any 
other circumstances we may 
happen to be in.

Botswana
� is service reminded us of a time 
in Botswana when you could wel-
come a stranger into your home like 
they were family. Lately, we have be-
come afraid of welcoming strangers 
into our homes because sometimes 
they can come with hidden agen-
das. � ere have been reports where 
people will pretend to be strangers 
when they are not. � ese people 
then come into the home and rob, 
kill, or rape the person who showed 
them hospitality. Even so, we still try 

to welcome all; to give migrants jobs 
such as teaching, nursing, or oth-
er small jobs which might include 
herding or building in order to help 
them get back on their feet. Also, 
their children can enroll in the local 
schools. 

In the sermon, the question was 
posed, if we do welcome migrant 
people like our own relatives, do we 
pay them like our local people if we 
employ them? � e preacher empha-
sized that we should treat people as  
equals, no discrimination.

Who is the Woman in Grey in Bo-
tswana? She was a stranger who did 
not know the language of the land 
she was in. She looked lost and des-
perate to � nd someone who would 
understand her situation. � e wom-
en in the brighter colored areas 
noticed her from afar and waited 
until she came nearer to them. It 
was then that they greeted her and 
noticed that she did not speak the 
same language as them. With com-
passion, they invited her for a meal 
in a nearby restaurant and made her 
feel comfortable, even though there 

was a communication barrier. 

Gabon
We learned through this theme that 
it is not easy for a foreigner to be 
integrated into the French culture. 
It requires much patience, humble-
ness and prayer. However, we recog-
nize that Equatoguinean and Cam-
eroonian women, who are working 
hard in our country, also face dif-
� culties. Like the Woman in Grey, 
who is a stranger, we do not know 
the history of those we do not trust. 

We really need prayer and 
discernment to welcome 
the stranger and deal with 
all the consequences, both  
the positive and negative 
ones. Gabon, like any place 
else, is receiving many mi-
grants who are living in 
hiding. � e issue of being 
documented a� ects mi-
grants in Gabon as much 
as Gabonese who migrated 
to France. In all cases, dis-
crimination is a possibility.

Kenya
Welcoming a stranger is a 

blessing. We should not only be wel-
coming to somebody that we know, 
but to those people we do not know, 
especially our neighbors regardless 
of their di� erences. � e theme “I 
Was a Stranger and You Welcomed 
Me” really touched the hearts of 
Kenyans because this is the year our 
political elections were taking place 
and there were a lot of tribal is-
sues including voters favoring their 
tribe’s candidates without consid-
ering the issues, forgetting that we 
are one nation, and one tribe. We 
changed the date of the celebration 

care of the needy. Secondly, 
because of the � rst, the needy 
and strangers are neither 
welcomed nor do they � nd 
rest or comfort among us. 
� ere was a realization that 
when we welcome strang-
ers and look a� er the needy 
we are actually welcoming 
and looking a� er God. � e 
commandment of love has 
no loopholes; we are com-
manded to love one another 
regardless of our ethnicities, 
religions, social status, or any 
other circumstances we may 

equals, no discrimination.

Angola
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from March 1st to February 22nd 
in order to engage the country in 
prayer around the elections. We give 
thanks to God because the elections 
went smoothly and peacefully. � is 
showed us that nobody is a stranger; 
that we are all one in Christ, and we 
should treat each other equally. 

It was interesting to see that wom-
en’s experiences in France are very 
similar to that of women’s experi-
ences in Kenya. We have migrants 
mainly from Sudan and Somalia. 
We had discussions on how we can 
welcome and accept them instead 
of feeling that they are the cause of 
the increased cost of living. We also 
looked at the plight of internally 
displaced people (IDP) who wait 
for years before resettlement takes 
place. We committed ourselves to 
prayer for all people who � nd them-
selves displaced. 

We are very grateful to WDP France 
for this worship which encouraged 
many people to realize that some-
one who was once a stranger could 
turn into a very important person in 
one’s life.

Madagascar
At our service, we had some wom-

en from Malagasy who had 
visited France and could 
speak personally about the 
French ways of welcoming 
the stranger and the fact 
that they are very hospita-
ble towards the stranger. � e 
worship was celebrated with 
enthusiasm and joy. Almost 
all of the participants were 
dressed in warm colors as 
indicated in the order of 
worship. We also took part 
in two of the meditations or 
activities. At the services, a 
priest or a pastor brought 

a message from the Gospel text of 
Matthew 25:31-40. We also joined 
pieces of ribbon together at the end 
of worship to visually represent our 
connectedness.

Mauritius
� e experience of being a stranger in 
a foreign land comes with many dif-
ferent struggles. � is is as true now 
as it was for those who lived during 
the Biblical ages. We were impressed 
with the open and welcoming spir-
it presented by WDP France. � e 
French o� er the opportunity to 
learn French, help with medical care 
for important operations, support 
for obtaining employment, and even 
in � nding a soul mate.

Before the day of the WDP service, 
there was a broadcast on national 
radio to encourage people to pray 
and welcome foreigners in Mauri-
tius. We recognized that foreigners 
are not only those from elsewhere; 
a neighbor may even be a stranger.

Some immigrants who attended our 
service spoke of their experience in 
Mauritius and the warm welcome 
among the members of the Church. 
A Mauritian student who had lived 
in a foreign land testi� ed to how 
di�  cult it was for him and his eight 
year old daughter, who was sick, to 
� nd a medical center that would 
help them. Another Mauritian ex-
pressed his gratitude to those who 
helped him during his study abroad.

� e artwork, which visually rep-
resents the theme for WDP 2013, 
invites people to � nd themselves 
within the work. For us, we said that 
we � nd ourselves somewhere in the 
middle of the artwork, inviting the 
stranger in. We also named the � g-
ure in gray as the Malagasy Com-
munity that has been welcomed in 
the parish. � e Malagasy come from 
Madagascar to work in Mauritius in 
order to support their families. � ey 
must leave their family in Madagas-
car for two or three years. � e par-
ish includes them in the Church and 

Africa

from March 1st to February 22nd 

en from Malagasy who had 
visited France and could 
speak personally about the 
French ways of welcoming 
the stranger and the fact 
that they are very hospita-
ble towards the stranger. � e 
worship was celebrated with 
enthusiasm and joy. Almost 
all of the participants were 
dressed in warm colors as 
indicated in the order of 
worship. We also took part 
in two of the meditations or 
activities. At the services, a 
priest or a pastor brought 

in � nding a soul mate. ish includes them in the Church and 

Mauritius

Kenya
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Africa
also helps � nd places of work and 
living for them.

Before the celebration, each person 
received a piece of di� erent colored 
ribbon. At the end of the message, 
the audience was invited to use tape 
to connect their ribbon to those of 
their neighbors to show the bond of 
love, unity and hospitality because 
“I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me.” 

In some places, a� er the service, the 
congregation could be found 
in another room around a 
small glass of Bordeaux wine 
or grape juice along with 
cheese and crackers from the 
regions of France which was 
supported by our local bread.

Nigeria
� e women of France encour-
age us to be charitable wom-
en. Women who cheerfully 
approach those whom we 
come in contact with o� ering 
a smile and genuine warmth 
that melts away all anxiety 
and stress regardless of race, 
culture or class. � e last verse 
of our hymn before the dra-
ma competition enjoins us to 
‘’love our comrades just as Je-
sus loves us and also prays for us.’’ 

� e beginning of the service was an 
opportunity for everyone to move 
around, hugging, kissing and wish-
ing one another many happy returns 
of this once-a-year interdenomina-
tional worship. Our hymns, songs, 
and choruses were all enlivened by a 
youth band. All except for ‘‘When I 
needed a neighbor, were you there,” 
which was sung solemnly. We end-
ed up sewing more than double the 
number of bright-colored scarves 
than was suggested to enable more 

women to participate. We even 
sewed more a� er the event as many 
women wanted one for themselves.

Each year we have a traditional 
drama competition between four 
churches, acting in English, Hau-
sa, Igbo and Yoruba. � e drama 
competition is a favorite item of 
the program. It has become more 
competitive since we were endowed 
with four trophies by the immediate 
past Catholic Archbishop of Lagos, 

the Most Rev. Anthony Cardinal 
Olubunmi Okojie. We see a lot of 
innovations and improvement. � e 
congregation is greatly entertained 
and richly blessed by the dramatic  
presentation. 

� e Homily is always full of les-
sons for deep re� ection and instills 
a  determination to change for the 
better. Our annual recessional hymn 
is ‘’� e Day � ou Gavest, Lord, Is 
Ended,” and rightly so, for ‘’As o’er 
each continent and island the dawn 
leads on another day, the voice of 

prayer is never silent, nor dies the 
strain of praise away. � e sun that 
bids us rest is waking our brethren 
‘neath the western sky, and hour by 
hour fresh lips are making � y won-
drous doings heard on high.’’ 

Anyone could be the Woman in 
Gray as a result of the chances and 
changes of life today. � e woman 
in our context is a widow who was 
accused of killing her husband. In 
the tradition of her ethnic group, 

no man dies through natural 
causes; the wife must be the 
culprit. And it is her own fe-
male in-laws who will shave 
her hair, strip her bedroom 
bare, make her sit and sleep 
on a mat, practically deprive 
her of the family’s property; 
possibly throw her out with 
her children with no means 
of continuing their education. 
State governments where 
this kind of practice goes on 
are promoting laws to curb 
the atrocious tradition. Lord, 
have mercy. 

We are also praying and fast-
ing that the WDP, compliant 
branches all over the country, 
may come together to elect a 
formidable National Com-

mittee so that we can be a veritable 
body to respond to our country’s 
needs through Informed Prayer, 
Prayerful Action. Praying and act-
ing together creates and strengthens 
community between people near 
and far.

Republic of Congo
We had di�  culty � nding all the 
colors for the shawls suggested, 
but even so, we did adapt the sug-
gestions to our context. We stud-
ied about France and admired the 

“Anyone could be 
the Woman in 

Gray as a result 
of the chances and 
changes of life to-

day.”
~ Nigeria
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Africa
French women. France is a country 
that many Africans want to know 
and many even desire to live there. 
� e Bible study was very helpful. 
� e services brought out enthusi-
asm as the women really enjoyed 
having a direct role in the service. 
As two of our members attended the 
International Meeting in New York, 
they helped us understand migra-
tion through the Hagar story. We 
are training to use this story to en-
courage women to combat the idea 
of exclusion and overcome 
their mistreatment like Hagar 
did.

Seychelles
At any time, anyone can be in 
a situation where they need to 
be welcomed by the strangers 
they � nd themselves amongst. 
� is can raise much concern 
for the stranger as well as the 
people who live in the coun-
try. We learned that a friend-
ly “Bonjour!” can warm the 
heart and begin to form con-
nections between people who 
were once strangers.

On the whole, we in Sey-
chelles are a supporting com-
munity, and health services 
are made available whenever 
necessary. Being a small country, 
an island state in fact, we know one 
another fairly well. Surrounded by 
the sea, migrants who travel by boat 
are spotted early, though Seychelles 
does not have the prominent migra-
tion issues that other countries have 
to deal with. What we have in Sey-
chelles are not necessarily strangers 
so much as visitors. Tourism is our 
main industry and welcoming is the 
key for promotion and return busi-
ness. In general, we are a welcoming 
nation. Our smiles are noticed.

During the service, one of the things 
that we did was to tie ribbons of 
the four colors of our national � ag       
together with the three colors of the 
French national � ag showing our 
solidarity with the women there.

South Africa
Many services were held on local 
levels, and each used the program 
to � t their own context. South               
Africa has become a refugee coun-
try for many people in Africa. We 

have refugees from Zimbabwe, Ni-
geria, other French speaking coun-
tries in Africa, as well as China. � is 
service opened people’s eyes and 
hearts for the needs of these people. 
A few years ago we had xenophobic 
attacks and this program has helped 
to sensitize people to the plight of 
migrants and has encouraged the 
reaching out to the stranger and 
to treating these people fairly. � e 
Woman in Gray is marginalized, 
and the ones in color reach out to-
wards her. During the service, we 

used a rope to put around the whole 
congregation symbolizing the out-
reach to all outsiders. Each was 
given a piece of wool at the door 
when they entered, and during the 
service everyone joined their pieces              
together.

Tanzania
We learned that not every woman 
is capable of welcoming a strang-
er in her community. Some are 
not friendly to strangers and mis-

treat them because they are 
aliens, and some discriminate 
against them because of their 
color and origin. Yet, there 
are women who are ready to 
receive the stranger and help 
them get their needs

We do have immigrants in 
Tanzania. � ey are mostly 
young men from Ethiopia, 
Eritrea and Somalia whose 
goal is to go to South Africa. 
Unfortunately, they deal with 
human tra�  ckers in order to 
get there. When the tra�  ck-
ers are caught, the immigrants 
are returned to their countries 
of origin. We also take in ref-
ugees from Democratic Re-
public of Congo (DRC). � ey 
live in Refugees Camps, and 

we need permission from the Gov-
ernment to go and meet with them. 
We are concerned for the refugees, 
especially the women and their chil-
dren who live in the camps in West-
ern Tanzania. � e Churches that 
operate in Western Tanzania near 
the border with DRC are the ones 
who care for these refugees by vis-
iting them and giving them items 
that they lack, such as clothes for the 
women and the children.

WDP Committees in the Churches 

“‘Bonjour!’ can 
warm the heart 

and begin to form 
connections 

between people 
who were once 

strangers.”
~ Seychelles
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can act against discrimination ac-
cording to the policies of the church-
es. Churches, together in action, 
work to combat against and edu-
cate about discrimination, disasters, 
epidemics, and violence. WDP in 
Tanzania follows these policies and 
also do diaconal work in the com-
munity by making sure the widows, 
orphans, sick, elderly and persons 
who have experienced violence of 
any kind are taken care of in homes 
and in the hospitals. Each woman’s 
group has its own way of doing the 
diaconal work.

WDP Tanzania is committed to live 
in Christ and for Christ and the 
motto “informed prayer and prayer-
ful action” is part and parcel of the 
Christian way of living.

        Togo
In few areas of Togo, we used the 
WDP resource in French. However, 
we also translated the worship ser-
vice and the Bible study to Ewe, the 
traditional language spoken in Togo, 
to be used in most of the regions. 
With the support of our church 
leader, who takes the material to the 
regional coordinators, we were able 

to have WDP celebrated 
all over our parishes.

We started our study and 
preparation in January 
and then we continued 
throughout the year in 
the YWCA and wom-
en’s Bible study groups. 
WDP, for us, is a year-
round educational pro-
cess.  

We liked learning about 
France and had much 
direct participation at 
the worship service. We 
integrated some local 
stories into the worship, 

such as the assistance given to our 
sisters from the Ivory Coast who are 
refugees in Lomé-Avepozo. 

� e intercessory prayers reached 
out to women around the world in 
many di� erent situations;  migrant 
women, a�  icted patients, or refu-
gees. However, we felt that an issue 
still to be dealt with is the welcom-
ing of migrants in situations where 
the level of criminal activity is so 
high. 

We are still concerned 
about HIV and AIDS, 
and we share in our 
parishes the learning 
we get in the work-
shops. We also attend 
the seminaries orga-
nized by the ministry 
for the advancement 
of women.

Zambia
A stranger is any-
body whom you do 
not know, and to wel-
come them means 
embracing anybody 

who is in need. In doing this, we 
show unity among ourselves. � e 
stories that France shared in the 
worship are common in our situ-
ation as well here in Zambia. Each 
of our members comes from di� er-
ent backgrounds and situations, but 
when we meet we are one in Christ, 
because Christ welcomes us we are 
no longer strangers. As WDP Zam-
bia, we ask the churches each year to 
identify elderly members in need in 
their community, so we can provide 
them with blankets. 

We had delegates who attended the 
International Meeting in New York 
City and this was a real eye opener 
for them, and very educational. We 
are trying, as a committee to imple-
ment what we learned there, espe-
cially in regards to helping women 
with various migration issues in 
our churches. We have started an 
empowerment program to help the 
needy in our society as a way of up-
li� ing the living standards in the 
community.

Zimbabwe
Dramas engaging the theme were 

can act against discrimination ac-
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We started our study and 
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cess.  
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done in most areas. � ese dramas 
help because they capture the mean-
ing and message in such a way that 
women - women who might not oth-
erwise do so - are able to understand 
the theme. Because of this, we were 
able to present the ideas of comfort-
ing migrants, rejected women, and 
the victims of divorce and/or sexual 
abuse. � is helped the women un-
derstand who the “stranger” may be.

A� er the celebration, great change 
is being noted in some of the wom-
en. � ese women, before this ser-
vice, had a hard time with the idea 
of welcoming the stranger. � ey did 
not trust the stranger. Now, having 
understood the Biblical call to do 
so, they are more open to the idea. 
� ey have, in a way, become more 
welcoming. 

We also discussed that it is not just 

in the initial contact that the strang-
er is made welcome. It is in contin-
ued relationship with them that the 
welcome is solidi� ed. We encour-
aged the women to pray with them 
and continue praying for them. � at 
we should visit with them regularly 
and help them � nd a place to stay 
and other needs if that is a concern. 
Above all, however, we should give 
them unconditional love.

Country Languages # Services Support given
Angola Chokwe, Fiote, Kikongo,

Kimbibda, Portuguese, 
Unbundo

15

Botswana Setswana 8 districts Botswana Council of Churches, installa-
tion  of water stand, donation of clothing 
to orphanage

Kenya Dholuo, Kalejin, Kikamba, 
Kikuyo, Kimasai, Kimeru, 
Kiswahili, Lunya, Teso

Donation to organizations working with 
orphans, HIV/AIDS, Internally Displaced 
Peoples, and elderly

Madagascar French, Malagasy 27 Local WDP training center for needy 
young women

Mauritius French 17 For the cancer association “Link to Life,” 
renew bedding and ensure hygiene at Hos-
pice Belle Rose

Nigeria � e 3 major Nigerian languages Bible Study of Nigeria
Republic of Congo French, Lingala Kituba 3 Local WDP activity
Seychelles French, Creole 2 Printing costs and local WDP activities
South Africa Afrikaans, German, South 

Sotho, North Sotho (Sepedi), 
Tswana, Tsonga,Xhosa, Zulu

9 provinces Several welfare organizations caring for 
women and children, Bible Society of 
South Africa.

Tanzania Kiswahili, Maasai 200 Orphanages, people with disabilities, and a 
few refugees to help them get back on their 
feet.

Togo Ewe 4 translation services
Zambia Various indigenous languages 50
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Hong Kong
For the WDP 2013 service, “I Was 
a Stranger and You Welcomed Me” 
the service leaders each wore di� er-
ent colored scarves to represent dif-
ferent kinds of women. � e commit-
tee arranged for the congregation to 
tie up ribbon with lace, which was 
provided by the Committee, in the 
midst of the service. Each person 
then held hands with one another 
to celebrate the unity in Christ that 
we share. � is was a gesture of wel-
coming the one sitting next to us no 
matter whether we knew them or 
not. � is reminds us that we need to 
do our best to welcome the strang-
ers with acceptance, trust, care, and 
warm hospitality. � ese were the 
main ideas that we took away from 
the service. 

India
We praise and thank God for the 
wonderful privilege to unite all the 
women as well as men and children 
in prayer and to remember and up-
hold our sisters in France. Special 
people were invited to speak on the 
theme and conduct the Bible Study. 
With the help of a skit, the members 
were enlightened as to how to wel-
come strangers. � e women who 

performed the skits, were dressed 
like the people of France. � ere were 
people who attended who decided 
to rededicate their lives in the pres-
ence of God. � ey also assured us 
that they would pray for the needs of 
the people, especially for the women 
of France.

Japan
We learned from the worship ser-
vice this year that getting and giving 
neighborly love can be challenging, 
but the practice of giving it is what 
we are called to do. WDP Japan con-
tributes � nancially to many groups 

who support migrant people, in-
cluding one group that works to 
support women in the Philippines 
a� er the Tsunami hit the island. We 
used scarves, as was recommend-
ed, for the service, which made it 
clear visually the role and situation 
of each woman and also the diverse 
ethnicity in France. 

Korea 
� is year’s worship reminded us 
that we all have been a stranger 
somewhere in our past. We learned 
that we should welcome a stranger 

because that very same person is an-
other “me;” that we are all wayfarers 
and strangers of this world.

With that idea, we worked to wel-
come and encourage younger wom-
en to become involved with WDP. 
� e way we did this was to keep 
reminding them of the worship 
service periodically. Also, at prepa-
ratory meetings, we tried to distrib-
ute speci� c responsibilities to each 
member so that they were partici-
pating actively and were making a 
contribution to the event.

In the artwork, we are the warm 
colors which are surrounded by the 
light. We had a meditation around 
the artwork in worship. We imag-
ined several strangers who live in 
the margins of our lives and hugged 
them in our mind. A� er that, we 
spread our arms as if to hug the 
stranger. We have to remember that 
we could be a stranger at any time. 

In Korea the Women in Gray sym-
bolizes our migrant women work-
ers, immigrant wives, and women 
who have endured human tra�  ck-
ing. Foreign wives for farmers suf-
fer from language barriers, having 
to adjust to a di� erent culture, and 

Hong Kong
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experiencing violence by their hus-
bands. Many Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Korea are help-
ing foreign workers; particularly in 
dealing with the e� ects of tra�  ck-
ing. 

We also encouraged migrant wom-
en to participate in our worship. We 
invited a representative of the Kore-
an congress’ Human Rights Center 
for Migrant Women to attend, and 
all of us vowed to work to attain a 
peaceful and equal global village for 
women migrants. Migrant women 
workers in Korea who attended the 
service were asked to read the sec-
tions of migrant women in France. 
It brought the situation of France to 
our similar situation. Some Church 
members shared their experience 
of being a stranger when they went 
abroad to study. We rea�  rmed that 
the French women’s prayer should 
be our prayer. We remember that 
migrant women from foreign coun-
tries and Korean women emigrants 
to foreign nations are in a situation 
of being a stranger at the same time. 
� us, whenever Korean church 
women have meetings a� er WDP 
2013, we will seek to pray for wom-
en who are su� ering from having to 
live their lives as strangers.

Malaysia
Malaysia is experiencing a similar 
situation as France in terms of mi-
grant relations. In Malaysia, we have 
a large population of refugees and 
foreign workers, including domes-
tic workers. Work among the mi-
grants and refugees has been carried 
out for a long time by the churches. 
For example, a school for refugee 
children has been built along with 
a sewing center to help the women 
learn a trade which will allow them 
to earn money. In a recent conven-
tion, which had the theme of “Em-
bracing Our Migrant Sisters”, we 
held discussions about our migrant 

issues and ways to work through 
them. We believe that a good edu-
cation will help migrant and refugee 
children to overcome poverty and 
give them a better chance in life. 

Pakistan
Pakistan is currently experiencing 
the trials of living through an armed 
con� ict. � ousands of people are 
internally displaced. � e � eme, “I 
Was a Stranger and You Welcomed 
Me” was most relevant to the situa-
tion in Pakistan because of this. We 
have learned that in the true spirit of 
Christianity we must welcome, help, 
support, facilitate, aid, and minister 

to the strangers in need irrespective 
of their caste, religion, creed, and 
color.

Pakistan doesn’t really have issues 
with migrant women so much as 
internally displaced women, women 
who are deserted by their husbands, 
and women victims of violence. 
� ese were the stories that were in-
tegrated into the service. It is a great 
concern that women are still con-
sidered the chattel of her husband 
or fathers.

In this way, the story of Shamim was 
shared. Shamim was deserted by her 
husband because she was barren. 
She was thrown out of her husband’s 
house and her brother did not open 
his doors for her. She was le�  alone 
on the streets. Someone eventual-
ly took her to a shelter. She was a 
stranger among her own people. 

So far, the WDP committee in Paki-
stan encourages organizations such 
as Talitha Kumi Welfare Society to 
empower women economically and 
socially so that they become inde-
pendent and less vulnerable to vio-
lence.

Philippines
We Filipinos are well known for our 
hospitality. Seldom are there strang-

children to overcome poverty and 
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ers who do not feel 
welcomed in a com-
munity since we go 
out our way to make 
them immediately 
feel at ease and have 
a sense of belong-
ingness.

� ere is a lot of in-
ternal migration in 
the Philippines since 
it is an archipelago 
of over 7,000 islands. 
Many migrants come from the poor 
rural areas and go into the urban 
centers to look for job opportuni-
ties. Others go into the urban cen-
ters to � nish schooling and become 
professionals. � rough the worship 
service, we learned how to respect a 
stranger’s individuality and to cele-
brate these di� erences and rejoice as 
we welcome a stranger who, like us, 
is a child of God.

Due to adverse poverty in the ru-
ral areas, young girls become vic-
tims of illegal recruiters or human 
tra�  ckers who promise them good 
paying, decent jobs in the cities but, 
unfortunately, they end up in bars, 
night clubs, and even prostitution 
dens. Other situations experienced 
by migrants are discrimination due 
to regional languages, ethnicity, 
and economic sta-
tus. Filipinos are also 
among those who 
are part of global mi-
gration and many are 
unfortunately vic-
tims of discrimina-
tion, socio-econom-
ic injustice, human 
tra�  cking, and even 
domestic violence in 
interracial marriag-
es. WDP Philippines 

supports the work of ecumenical 
and non-governmental organiza-
tions who are directly involved in 
these migration issues.

Singapore
� is year, we presented the story of 
France in a di� erent way: as a news-
cast. We created an atmosphere as 
if the congregation were in a studio 
with the newscasters reading the 
news. We made the scene as if one 
person were reporting from Mont 
Blanc and another reporter was 
onsite at the Comic Festival in An-
goulême. 

During the Tamil Service, we had 
a half an hour prayer slot where we 
developed the theme by produc-
ing prayer pointers. � at was very 
helpful as some felt strongly that we 
should start to pray for the non-Sin-

gaporeans as they 
have several chal-
lenges and needs.
 We are to welcome 
and care for those 
who have come in to 
live in our own coun-
try either to work 
or to even become a 
permanent resident. 
� ere must be uni-
ty in diversity. We 
are all created in the 
image of God so we 

have to respect one another. Ac-
cording to God’s instructions from 
the Bible we are not supposed to ex-
ploit strangers but we should make 
them comfortable.

Sri Lanka
In trying to contextualize the idea 
of migration, the Committee em-
phasized the fact that although we 
in Sri Lanka do not have many mi-
grants from other countries, there 
are many internal migrants within 
our society, especially with the eth-
nic con� ict that has lasted now for 
thirty years. � ere are many people, 
especially women, who were a� ect-
ed by the con� ict that resulted in the 
loss of life and property. War widows 
and orphans are a big problem here 
in Sri Lanka and many have been 

displaced, making 
them ‘immigrants’ 
in our own land. � e 
service gave us food 
for thought as to how 
one must treat them.

� e Services held 
in Ja� na and Batti-
caloa in the Tamil 
language were an 
eye opener for those 
who attended. � e 
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woman who gave 
the message in Ja� na 
focused on how one 
should treat people 
who are displaced 
and in a vulnerable 
position. She chal-
lenged the people 
present to be extra 
sensitive to the needs 
of these people. Sri 
Lankans are known 
for our hospitality 
and if we have fam-
ily or friends visiting from abroad 
we go out of our way to make them 
happy and comfortable at great cost 
to one � nancially as well as phys-
ically. � ere are some people who 
would go to the extent of having air 
conditioners � xed in their homes 
at great cost just so that these peo-
ple could be comfortable. She chal-
lenged those present to show the 
same kind of love and hospitality 
to the needy around us. Ja� na and 
Batticaloa have many war widows, 
orphans, and others who have been 
a� ected physically and mentally by 
the war. � ese people require care 
and compassion and we Christians 
need to show them Christ’s love.

It was indeed encouraging to see 
how these women have emerged 
victorious from their experiences 
during the 30 year 
con� ict. Many lost 
husbands, fathers, 
sons, and other close 
members of their 
family. Many peo-
ple � ed the con� ict 
zone. � is meant 
that those who were 
le�  behind had to 
fend for themselves 
and each other. 

� eir courage and strength was an 
eye-opener to all of us, as they strug-
gled to put their lives back together 
a� er the war. It was heartening to 
see how they helped and cared for 
each other.

Taiwan 
When considering the artwork for 
WDP 2013, we thought that most 
Taiwanese women could be found 
in the brighter parts, but some fe-
male immigrants from Southeast 
Asia might be considered to be in 
the gray part. � ey come to Taiwan 
for work or marriage, but live in the 
lower economic and social rungs of 
society. Because of language barriers, 
those women who come as brides 
frequently feel secluded and they 
su� er psychologically. � is years’ 
service reminded our churches and 
our women to take on the issue of 

female immigrants 
facing inequality so 
that we can be sure 
we are practicing the 
teachings of Jesus in 
Matthew 25: 35-36.

We discussed the 
issue of new im-
migrants in the 
“Women Ministry” 
magazine which we 
publish bi-monthly. 
We hope that we can 

raise the awareness of our readers 
to the plight of women immigrants 
and encourage them to care for and 
take action to help.

Some WDP services were conducted 
on Sunday morning as regular ser-
vices so that the whole congregation 
could participate. In order to attract 
younger adults, the worship com-
mittee of the Presbyterian Church 
of Taiwan designated the morning 
of March 3rd to be the day on which 
the Assembly O�  ce would celebrate 
WDP this year.

� ailand
� e women of France introduced us 
to six French women. We learned 
their names and we learned that 
some have come from other coun-
tries outside of France. Some were 

the ones welcom-
ing foreigners and 
strangers into their 
country; others were 
the ones being wel-
comed. For various 
reasons some of 
these women have 
found a warm wel-
come, while others 
struggle. With this 
introduction, we 
came to realize that 

� eir courage and strength was an 

female immigrants 
facing inequality so 
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teachings of Jesus in 
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the WDP committee in France is a 
welcoming committee that is repre-
sentative of the multi-cultural com-
plexity of France. 

� is is manifested in the artwork 
chosen for this year. In her play of 
light and shadow, the artist created 
an image that invites us not only to 
look deeply into the painting but 
into our own communities as well 
to identify the Woman in Gray. Each 
time we do, we learn her name and 
pronounce it with love. Behind each 

name is a story of migration. 
� ailand is a land of migration. 
Many � ai migrate to other coun-
tries and many foreigners migrate 
to � ailand. More than three mil-
lion Burmese now live in � ailand. 
Over the past ten years, more than 
one million � ai workers have gone 
to other countries to work. � ough 
migration is a part of human history, 
it has increasingly placed people in 
vulnerable situations. Many women 
who migrate for promises of better 
jobs end up being tra�  cked. WDP 

� ailand, along with other church-
es, is working to educate Christian 
women about the struggles and re-
alities of human tra�  cking. 
In our time together at the service, 
where many of us were strangers 
to one another, we shared our own 
migration stories, we ate, and we 
laughed together. We felt God’s love 
among us. May we be this welcom-
ing community across the world 
that Jesus asks us to be. “May our 
smile bring warmth. May our pres-
ence become a support.”

Country Languages # Services Support given
Hong Kong Chinese 1 WDPIC, Women’s ministry of France, local 

expenses
India 15 di� erent languages 54
Japan Japanese, Braille 203 NGOs working for women in Japan
Korea Hangul 72 For those a� ected by racial and sexual 

discrimination, for survivors of the sexu-
al slavery that took place in Japan during 
WWII, activities working against tra�  ck-
ing, for victims still dealing with the e� ects 
of the Atomic bomb radioactivity, working 
for peaceful reuni� cation of Korea, work-
ing towards a nuclear free world.

Malaysia Mandarin, Tamil, Malay 10
Pakistan Urdu 28 Local WDP activities
Philippines Tagalog 200 will be saved to help fund the 2017 writing 

process
Singapore Mandarin, Tamil 3 � e non-pro� t, “Willing Hearts” who work 

with the underprivileged in society to help 
them get back on their feet

Sri Lanka Sinhala, Tamil 5
Taiwan Taiwanese, Mandarin, and 14 

other languages
50 Supporting Rev. Fu-lan Ritter Chen’s mis-

sion to Ethiopia
� ailand Akka, Chinese, Karen, Lahu, 

Meo, � ai, Yao
576 WDPIC, WDP France, and local use for 

needy families
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Bahamas
� e Bahamas is known for its warm 
hospitality and is a place that wel-
comes and embraces visitors, tour-
ists, and strangers who have legally 
immigrated to the country. Howev-
er, tensions rise and voices crescen-
do when the sensitive subject of un-
documented immigrants emerges. 
It has been a major problem within 
our government for decades. Public 
concern has always been over the 
loss of jobs, the abuse of our pub-
lic schools and hospitals by persons 
who make no contribution to gov-
e r n m e n t 
revenue. We 
q u e s t i o n 
how a na-
tion so small 
and young 
can accom-
m o d a t e 
hundreds of 
t hous ands 
people from 
other coun-
tries and 
still sustain 
its own. 
� ere are no easy answers.

We found inspiration in the stories 
contained within the French wor-
ship service, stories of generous 
hospitality, integration, acceptance 
and love. Stories of those who have 
“made it,” who are blessed, and who 
prosper. We celebrate that France 
continues to be considered a land of 
asylum with 11% of the population 
being formed by immigrants. We 
also recognize, however, that there 
are still those who live on the edges 
of society even in France. � ere are 
those who can’t pay for heating, who 

can’t pay for clothing or education 
for their children, who can’t a� ord 
to pay rent or hold onto their exist-
ing homes, those who must live in 
their cars or on the streets because 
of the high cost of living.

� is year the committee also made 
a trip to Eleuthera Island with the 
intention of forming a local com-
mittee there. In an e� ort to welcome 
new people to WDP and maybe 
gain new members, we always try to 
� nd and invite women living in the 
Bahamas who have come here from 
the writer country. Many of these 

women have remained friends of 
the committee a� erward. 

In Exuma, the largest service of the 
day was the Children’s service. � is 
brought together students from the 
high schools along with teachers, 
parents and friends. � e service was 
used as a teaching aid to give stu-
dents a history lesson about France, 
its population, people, culture, and 
food which is indigenous to France. 
Additionally the songs, lessons, and 
speaker reinforced that students are 
to encourage strangers and to treat 
them as they would wish to be treat-

ed. To be hospitable and welcoming 
to them, even if their culture, lan-
guage, or practices may be di� erent. 
To imagine that one day they, the 
students, may be the stranger in a 
foreign country, church, or school, 
and in being so would want to be 
welcomed as a brother or sister.

Canada
Most Canadians are immigrants 
or descendants of immigrants, and 
many have a connection to the 
French culture, so this service was 
especially signi� cant. A strong point 
in the service was re� ecting on who 

the stranger is. Is it 
me looking out at 
someone else or is 
it me as I am seen 
in someone else’s 
eyes? � e story of 
the Woman in Gray 
can be anyone’s sto-
ry. Canadians saw 
themselves in much 
of what the French 
women shared in 
the service. We 
questioned our re-

sponse to Christ’s call to welcome 
the stranger. We also found room 
to be uncomfortable and open to 
the possibility of change. For ex-
ample, several groups challenged 
themselves to learn the Taize chants 
and sing songs in French although 
they were in predominantly En-
glish-speaking areas.

Canada recently withdrew coverage 
of healthcare for immigrants leav-
ing expectant parents to pay out of 
pocket for women’s pre and postna-
tal medical care. � e newborns, be-
ing Canadian, will have their health-
care covered. � e situation creates 

Caribbean/North America

revenue. We 
q u e s t i o n 
how a na-
tion so small 
and young 
can accom-
m o d a t e 
hundreds of 
t hous ands 
people from 
other coun-
tries and 
still sustain 
its own. 
� ere are no easy answers.

the stranger is. Is it 
me looking out at 
someone else or is 
it me as I am seen 
in someone else’s 
eyes? � e story of 
the Woman in Gray 
can be anyone’s sto-
ry. Canadians saw 
themselves in much 
of what the French 
women shared in 
the service. We 
questioned our re-

sponse to Christ’s call to welcome 

Canada
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added stress and debt load for the 
parents at a time when babies most 
need their support and focus. Doc-
tors in some areas are o� ering free 
clinics to immigrant women, but it 
is recognized as a stop-gap measure. 
Temporary foreign workers are the 
most widely discussed migrants in 
Canada at the moment. Some com-
panies used a government program 
intended to � ll labor voids to bring 
foreign workers to Canada for train-
ing by their Canadian counterparts. 
� e Canadian workers were 
then replaced by the foreign 
workers who would do the 
work in their home country 
for less money. Clothes for the 
Canadian company Joe Fresh 
were manufactured in the gar-
ment factory that collapsed in 
Bangladesh. Joe Fresh decided 
to o� er compensation to the 
workers or their families and 
to continue manufacturing 
in Bangladesh with stringent 
requirements for the safety of 
garment workers.

As mentioned earlier, for 
many participants the Wom-
an in Gray was both someone 
else and, at times, themselves. 
It was one of the successes of 
the service that participants could 
identify with many “colors”. � e 
story of the Woman in Gray can be 
anyone’s story. Even if Canadians 
have lived in the country for many 
generations there is still an aware-
ness of British, French, African, 
First Nations or other identities and 
how we must reconcile with each 
other as people of God. � e most 
common response to our evaluation 
questions was that this service really 
allowed participants to enjoy each 
other and be one in the Spirit.

Dominica
We are expected to welcome strang-
ers as Jesus did. In fact, Jesus says, 
“If you do it to the least of my breth-
ren you do it unto me.” In Dominica 
there are migrants who come espe-
cially from Haiti and Santo Domin-
go. Sometimes they are not treated 
fairly and we were reminded with 
this service that God expects us to 
treat all people as brothers and sis-
ters. We were also reminded that 
there are people from Dominica 

who have migrated elsewhere and 
we pray that they receive fair treat-
ment where they are.

As a WDP committee, we seek to 
welcome other denominations in 
our country to join in fellowship and 
to take part in the committee work. 
We have not had much success, but 
we continue to strive towards that. 
We also encourage other persons of 
the present denominations (Meth-
odist, Anglicans, and Roman Cath-
olics) to continue to be active par-
ticipants. We welcome them and let 

them know their input is important 
as we seek to develop the committee 
and its in� uence in our community.

In the worship, as we joined our 
ribbons and sang, “Bind us togeth-
er Lord, with cords that cannot be 
broken”, we showed our resolve to 
do our best to welcome the stranger 
in our midst.

Grenada
It became clear for us that many 
people in France are very good at 

welcoming and assisting the 
stranger. However, not all 
women who have gone to 
France encounter the same 
treatment. � ere is not uni-
formity across the board as to 
how you will be treated as an 
immigrant in France, it all de-
pends on who you come into 
contact with.

We also talked about how 
immigrants from Guyana are 
treated in Grenada. We dis-
cussed how some Grenadians 
do not welcome individuals 
from Guyana for unknown 
reasons. � ese individuals are 
always being put down and 
reminded that they are for-

eigners. In some cases, they are un-
derpaid, especially in the domestic 
areas of work.

Guyana
France, with its diverse cultures and 
ethnicities, is indeed a land of hos-
pitality. � e openness of the wom-
en towards strangers and aliens 
was brought out most notably in 
the Power Point Presentation. Even 
though, we realize that there are cas-
es of discrimination, especially by 
the “Powers � at Be.”

“In our context, 
the Woman in 

Gray signifies the 
battered spouse or 
abused woman...”

~ Guyana
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In Guyana, foreign migrants are 
treated with much hospitality. How-
ever, concerns were raised at the Re-
treat held prior to the 2013 Service 
about Internal Migration which is 
prevalent. Young women are solicit-
ed to work in the Hinterland Areas 
(Mining Fields) to sell their bodies, 
work as cooks and operate as bar 
attendants. Recently some women 
in the interior locations have orga-
nized and formed themselves into 
groups to curb injustices met-
ed out to them. Migration 
stories have been featured in 
the Messages delivered at the 
various worship services.

In our context, the Woman 
in Gray signi� es the battered 
spouse or abused woman not 
necessarily the migrant wom-
en. She is economically disad-
vantaged and she needs sup-
port. More o� en than not, she 
would receive assistance from 
relatives and friends. � ough 
there are stringent laws to 
protect victims of Domestic 
Violence, this type of crime is 
still prevalent.

WDP members have be-
come a�  liated with NGO’s 
responsible for social justice 
and also work in partnership with 
Youth Groups. Members have also 
participated and will participate in 
Seminars/Workshops. For instance, 
recently an Interfaith Service had 
been organized to discuss problems 
facing young people where some 
WDP members were among the in-
vitees.

Jamaica
� e message from the women of 
France is that, notwithstanding, the 
diversity in our language, our cul-

ture, our behavior etc., we should 
always be on the lookout for those 
who need to be assisted, welcomed 
or encouraged in one way or the 
other. 

Whereas, the women of France fo-
cused on the needs of migrants or 
those who are strangers to a com-
munity, our thoughts focused on 
the needs of the less fortunate in our 
own society. We especially thought 
about our young ladies who, for 

one reason or the other, � nd them-
selves in “Places of Safety” becom-
ing Wards of the State. At age 18, 
these young ladies have to leave the 
“Places of Safety” and are no longer 
wards of the state. Some invariably 
� nd themselves without a place to 
go, having no family to assist them. 
� ey therefore fall prey to persons 
who use them to carry out criminal 
acts, prostitution, and incidences of 
human tra�  cking. Our Committee 
is currently focusing on this situa-
tion and working towards assisting 

this community of persons who 
have become strangers in their own 
country. Plans are to build a Half-
Way House where these persons can 
spend time equipping themselves to 
manage on their own. It is a very am-
bitious and challenging project for a 
group such as ours, but with God’s 
help we know it can materialize. We 
ask for the prayers of WDPIC.

� e Woman in Gray symbolizes the 
fact that we are all God’s children 

and we were created to be one 
another’s keeper.

St. Vincent
We learned about how we can 
welcome a stranger and sup-
port women and families. � is 
we will try to continue in the 
yearly e� ort with God’s help. 
� e concerns that emerged 
from the stories were that as 
Christ like persons, we should 
pay more attention to the less 
fortunate and try and see how 
best we can have them be a 
part of the yearly services.

We particularly focused on 
persons who are living in the 
Mental Asylums. We see them 
as strangers amongst us. If 
they attend the worship ser-

vices, how are they welcomed? Here 
in St. Vincent, some of them attend 
the Methodist Church in Calli-
agua and they are seen as members 
amongst us. � ey too partake of the 
Lord’s Supper with us and also at-
tend the prayer breakfast and we fel-
lowship together. As a result, three 
of them have committed to be at 
worship regularly.

� e Woman in Gray  is anony-
mous, easily ignored, almost in-
visible. She is afraid and unsure in 

“...we are all 
God’s children 
and we were 

created to be one 
another’s keeper”

 ~ Jamaica
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her approach. She does so hesitant-
ly, looking around to see who else 
is watching. She feels lonely and is 
searching for comfort and a sense 
of peace. She approaches, they greet 
her warmly, “God calls us. God calls 
us His children and we know that 
we are but strangers and foreign-
ers on the earth.” Her experience of 
being a stranger, being welcomed, 
empowers her to build connections 
and create community where all are 
welcomed. She went away blessed 
with a smile with the hope of know-
ing that Jesus said, “Just as you did it 
to one of the least 
of these who are 
members of the 
family, you did it 
to me.”

Suriname
Christ has given 
us the ultimate 
example of wel-
coming. Because 
of his example, 
we are called to 
also be welcom-
ing; to welcome 
the stranger with 
love, to be open 
to other cultures. To be open to, and 
welcoming of, the Woman in Gray. 
She is born in the interior of Suri-
name (Maripa-Sula), a place that is 
near French Guyana. Her parents 
had a small shop there. She returned 
with her parents to the French is-
land where she studied and a� er 
that she came back to Suriname 
because she loved the country. She 
teaches French at the institute “Alli-
ance Française” but now she is with 
pension. She writes a book about her 
life and the funds she will donate to 
a project in Suriname. Her wish is to 
be buried here in Suriname.

Our migrant story is during the civil 
war  people who lived near the Ma-
rowijne river went to St. Laurent 
(French Guyana) as refugees. Nowa-
days there are villages there with Su-
rinamese people who got the French 
nationality. � ey have free medical 
care, � nancial support, and free 
education. For higher education, 
their children can go to France. � e 
Moravian Church started a congre-
gation in Cayenne because many of 
their members lived there and there 
are only  Roman Catholic churches 
there.

During the bible studies, we in-
tegrated migration stories of our 
own country. � e Chinese workers 
work very long hours per day, and 
also the workers in the gold indus-
try (Rosebel Gold mines) work very 
long hours for little pay. Recently 
the Ministry of Labor changed the 
rules for overtime. It is also compul-
sory for migrants to pay for medical 
insurance in advance for one year 
to get a license to stay in the coun-
try while local people can pay per 
month or per quarter. � is has to be 
changed.

� ere is, however, good news too. 
Suriname has now extended the list 
of countries who can enter the coun-
try without a visa and also the list 
of countries who can buy a tourist 
card at the airport. We also recent-
ly opened a consulate for Haiti, and 
the Brazilians who work illegally in 
the gold sector are now registered 
and will soon get a license to live 
in Suriname. We have also pledged 
that we will write to Parliament 
about ratifying the UN convention 
on the protection of the rights of all 
migrant workers and their families.

Turks and 
Caicos 
Islands
� ough we live 
far away in a dif-
ferent region of 
the world, we are 
faced with similar 
situations as those 
in France. We 
could have iden-
ti� ed with each of 
the women in the 
program, as the 
same situations 

exist here in Turks and Caicos Is-
lands . 

� e message was delivered by a 
stranger who resides among us. She 
was very e� ective. For days, women 
were commenting on the powerful 
message she delivered. Some of the 
main points were: our hospitali-
ty is a re� ection of our home, it is 
important to welcome strangers, 
Christ is a stranger who would like 
to be welcomed into our homes and 
our hearts, do we allow a stranger 
to feel le�  out, or do we make them 
welcomed and comfortable? She 
admonished us to treat everybody 

ing that Jesus said, “Just as you did it 
to one of the least 
of these who are 
members of the 
family, you did it 

Christ has given 
us the ultimate 
example of wel-
coming. Because 
of his example, 
we are called to 
also be welcom-
ing; to welcome 
the stranger with 

there. migrant workers and their families.

Caicos 
Islands
� ough we live 
far away in a dif-
ferent region of 
the world, we are 
faced with similar 
situations as those 
in France. We 
could have iden-
ti� ed with each of 
the women in the 
program, as the Suriname
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with the love of God in our hearts. 
We were forced to examine the way 
they treat strangers generally and to 
be more open, accepting, and toler-
ant of the stranger, helping them to 
co-exist with us.

United States
� e topic of “welcoming the strang-
er” and the topic of immigration is a 
very timely one for the United States. 
It inspired many great discussions 
throughout our many WDP com-
munities. Being a very “hot-button” 
issue, the topic of immigration can 
be one that stirs up a lot of feelings, 
both positive and negative, and this 
service was a great entryway into 
holding conversations that might 

otherwise be avoided. One pastor 
reports, “As a preacher, I knew I 
was in tricky territory, but I thank 
you for stretching me. I discovered 
that explaining the issue and show-
ing that it’s as old as the Bible itself 
helped a lot.” 

As a nation founded on immigra-
tion, each person in the US has their 
own, whether personal or famil-
ial, story to tell. We all come from 
somewhere else or have in some 
way been a� ected by immigration. 
Some communities were able to in-
vite speakers who work with di� er-
ent migrant communities in the US. 
� ese speakers were able to share 
their experiences with and among 
these communities and the strug-

gles that individuals face day to day. 
Many people were surprised to hear 
about some of those struggles espe-
cially those involving instances of 
human tra�  cking and the sex trade. 

One community decided to make 
the theme of “I Was a Stranger and 
You Welcomed Me” their Lenten 
Devotional for 2013. Many were 
moved by the realization that the 
tangible and spiritual needs of 
those across the globe were like 
their own was truly insightful and 
thought-provoking. As one com-
munity said, “We found out that as 
soon as you speak to a stranger, they 
are no longer a stranger.”

Country Languages # Services Support given
Bahamas English 5 Local WDP  operating expenses, future grant 

recipient
Canada Chinese, English, French, Korean, 

Spanish
1571 Local WDP operating expenses, National and 

International grants still to be determined
Dominica English 4 Local WDP operating expenses
Grenada English 8 Grenada Kidney Foundation
Guyana English 11 Local WDP operating expenses
Jamaica English 13 WDPIC
St. Vincent English 9 Salvation Army’s feeding program
Suriname Dutch 27 3 separate churches (Pauluis Church, St. Jo-

seph, and Moravian Church of Pontnuiten) for 
church needs and improvements

Turks and Caicos
Islands

English 3 Local WDP operating expenses including set-
ting up a new WDP community on one of our 
outer islands

USA English, Spanish 1026 Still to be determined grant recipients
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Albania
We learned that it is important to 
be pleased with each other; to see 
each other as sisters and brothers. 
We should be comfortable with im-
migrants when we have contact with 
them in our lives and to help each 
other; in other words, to love 
each other.

I have to share a story of my best 
friend; her name is Drita. She 
has had a very di�  cult life. She 
has struggled all her life raising 
her son alone. She divorced her 
husband because he treated her 
very badly, but her family never 
forgave her for this act. Because 
of this, she has only her friends 
around her to help care for her. 
In 1990 her son, Andi, turned 
18 years old, and decided to be-
gin work at the Italian Embas-
sy. Drita was very afraid for his 
life. For a week she 
visited him outside 
of the embassy gate 
and prayed for him 
not to continue this 
path. His answer was 
always, “Go mama, I 
will not leave, I am 
sure I will get a better 
life in Italy for myself 
and you.” When the 
bus carrying Andi 
le�  Albania, Drita 
was paralyzed. She 
felt like she had nobody to take care 
of her. Her friends though took very 
good care of her and she got better. 
Her son started to put together a 
very good life in Italy and brought 
her there.

During the 20 years of emigration, 
and through many di�  culties, they 

created a very good life in Italy. � ey 
had contact with the local church 
and became believers. A� er Drita 
retired, she came back home to Al-
bania. She is now a member of my 
church, Moravian Lutheran church 
in Albania. She is also very active 

and involved in WDP. 

Like the story above, we were able 
to share similar stories from our 
own history. Because of the aware-
ness which we were gi� ed with we, 
as a church, committed ourselves to 
taking care of immigrants from the 
north of Albania who come to the 
capital of Tirana. We will work to 

help them to integrate with profes-
sional training, Bible study, human-
itarian aid, etc.

Armenia
Migration stories always have two 
sides, either you are a person who 
has migrated to another country 

or others are migrants in your 
own country. Armenia has expe-
rienced both of these two situa-
tions. A� er the Armenian Geno-
cide of 1915, many Armenians 
migrated to other countries in-
cluding France. Because of this, 
we mentioned that France, in 
its own practice of hospitality, 
made many Armenians wel-
come though they were strang-
ers. � ere was, and is still, a big 
Armenian Community in France 
with Armenian Churches and 
schools.

� e problems of tra�  cking, dis-
crimination, and 
easy access to health 
services that migrant 
people face are not 
unfamiliar to Arme-
nians who migrate 
all the time because 
of many economic 
problems in our own 
country. In almost 
all Armenian fam-
ilies, there are peo-
ple who have or had 

their own migration story, and al-
most all have family members who 
are abroad for temporary work or 
permanent residency.

Our discussions about the artwork 
went in a compelling direction: we 
can be either woman in this paint-
ing, the Woman in Gray (stranger) 

Europe

or others are migrants in your 
own country. Armenia has expe-
rienced both of these two situa-
tions. A� er the Armenian Geno-
cide of 1915, many Armenians 
migrated to other countries in-
cluding France. Because of this, 
we mentioned that France, in 
its own practice of hospitality, 
made many Armenians wel-
come though they were strang-
ers. � ere was, and is still, a big 
Armenian Community in France 
with Armenian Churches and 
schools.

� e problems of tra�  cking, dis-
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and involved in WDP. 

crimination, and 
easy access to health 
services that migrant 
people face are not 
unfamiliar to Arme-
nians who migrate 
all the time because 
of many economic 
problems in our own 
country. In almost 
all Armenian fam-
ilies, there are peo-
ple who have or had 

their own migration story, and al-
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or local people (the surrounding 
colors). What we do in either po-
sition is the question. � e stories 
are all di� erent and all people have 
their own story to share. But right 
now, the Woman in Gray is Syrian. 
� ere are a lot of Syrian migrants in 
Armenia now, especially Syrian-Ar-
menians. In our WDP service, some 
Syrian-Armenians attended. We 
asked them to come and to tell their 
own stories, and then we prayed 
for all Syrian migrants, and for the 
situation in Syria along with 
the entire population of Syr-
ia. � is is one part of our own 
context.

And here is another ques-
tion we discussed: before we 
expect a good attitude from 
the country where we have 
migrated, we need to check 
ourselves. Are we people with 
good attitudes? Armenian 
people are known as hospita-
ble people and we have a say-
ing: “� e guest is from God” 
and welcoming the guests is 
part of our Christian heritage 
and part of our culture. But 
sometimes it gets more and 
more di�  cult to do so; espe-
cially in the case when par-
ticular communities become 
closed to other communities be-
cause of things like race or religion. 
In this case, local people don’t know 
whether to welcome them or to get 
nervous about them. But the Chris-
tian challenge remains the same, to 
take care of the strangers. Our sis-
ters from Syria who attended our 
celebration were good reminders of 
this challenge, and we think that we 
must be in good relationship with 
them in order to know their needs 
and to help as much as possible and 
to be always open to them.

Belgium
� ere are many immigrants who 
are the strangers in our country at 
the moment, so it was quite relevant 
to hear about the immigrant’s story 
in France. As a nation so close to 
France, we are facing similar situ-
ations, so it was a good way to ex-
amine our own dealings with our 
immigrant communities. We have 
speci� cally presented WPD to the 
City Church Committee in order to 
create links between churches and 

their organizations dealing with the 
immigrant population and other 
people in our community. � rough 
our Facebook page, we have man-
aged to have more regular contact 
with other WPD organizations, and 
have been able to see how they en-
courage prayer within their Face-
book committee. 

Bulgaria
Hospitality is deeply rooted in Bul-
garian culture. Traditionally there 

have been good relationships be-
tween us and our Jewish, Armenian, 
and Turkish neighbors. Bulgaria 
has given some brilliant examples 
of welcoming strangers in the past. 
Bulgarian people have shown great 
hospitality to Armenians in the be-
ginning of 20th century and saved 
the whole Jewish population living 
among them from deportation to 
Nazi camps. 

Nowadays, Bulgaria is not a coun-
try of immigration as much as it is 

one of emigration. During the 
WDP celebration we shared 
our concern about Bulgarian 
people who are living in deep 
poverty, which is a consider-
able part of our population, 
including Roma.

Poverty is everywhere. � is is 
due to the ma� a-type struc-
ture of the economic and 
political power in Bulgaria. 
While this report is being 
written, thousands of peo-
ple are demonstrating in the 
streets of So� a and some oth-
er cities, demanding radical 
changes. Bulgarian people 
tend to become strangers in 
our own country. In the Bul-
garian context, the stranger is 
he or she that is even poorer 

than oneself.

We made a link between locking our 
doors from neighbors and strangers 
and locking our hearts from Christ. 
We shared our concern about the 
position of Christianity in the 
modern secular society, including 
France. One of our pastors, who has 
bene� ted from French hospitality 
and generosity as a theology student 
in Paris, prayed for the World that 
needs Christ so much.

“We made a link 
between locking our 
doors from neighbors 
and strangers and 
locking our hearts 

from Christ. ”
 ~ Bulgaria
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Croatia
Every one of us has experienced the 
feeling of being a stranger either 
in our own community or abroad. 
� erefore, it is important to remem-
ber the feeling of being a stranger 
and to be compassionate in welcom-
ing strangers in our community; to 
help them integrate into the com-
munity so they can feel fully accept-
ed and valuable.

Croatia experienced discrimination 
and migration problems during the 
war years in the 1990s when many 
people were evicted from their 
homes and resettled in di� erent 
parts of Croatia and abroad. 

� is was a time when many were 
treated as strangers and they badly 
needed community support. Even 
today there are many wounds and 
war traumas which have not healed. 
� is is evident through family vi-
olence in which women and chil-
dren are o� en victims in their own 
homes. Migration problems occur 
on daily basis due to job searching 
and education needs. Some of those 
stories were presented during our 
prayers.

So far, Croatia has not faced serious 
immigrant in� ux, except during the 
war in the 1990s when people from 

Bosnia and Kosovo came to Croatia 
seeking refuge. However, upon Cro-
atia’s full membership in the Euro-
pean Union on the 1st of July 2013 
we believe that this might become a 
more signi� cant issue that will de-
mand the full attention of our gov-
ernment, NGOs, religious organiza-
tions, and individuals.

It is our desire to continue cooper-
ation with a center for asylum seek-
ers in Zagreb, to establish contacts 
with the Anglican church in Zagreb 
that have given support to some of 
the immigrants for the last two years 
(especially woman), and to organize 
a humanitarian concert in order to 
� nancially support them. Croatian 
WDP is also involved in strengthen-
ing bonds with the WDP in Serbia 
through joint visits to sacred places 
in both countries, as well as lectures 

about traditional and religious prac-
tices which enables us to under-
stand and appreciate the di� erences 
among our two cultures bonding us 
rather than separating us. We also 
plan to launch a project that will 
include lectures and workshops on 
various topics like reconciliation, 
human rights, and religious issues.

Czech Republic
One of the things that we learned 
through the service was that strang-
ers can enrich the local people and 
that anybody can be a stranger un-
der many di� erent circumstances. 
Some migrants were present at the 
worship. Some are satis� ed in our 
country and some do not like their 
new home. But many are thankful to 
be accepted by people in the Church 
or by other groups of people. � e 
worst situation is that of a lonely 
migrant.

One good opportunity that we have 
for welcoming the stranger is “� e 
night of open Churches” which has 
various programs where people can 
speak together and can be encour-
aged to come again and spend time 
in groups or in worship.

For the service, the preparation 
group made pieces of the Ei� el Tow-
er and a French banner which dec-

Croatia Bosnia and Kosovo came to Croatia 

about traditional and religious prac-
tices which enables us to under-
stand and appreciate the di� erences 
among our two cultures bonding us 
rather than separating us. We also 
plan to launch a project that will 
include lectures and workshops on 
various topics like reconciliation, 
human rights, and religious issues.

One of the things that we learned 
through the service was that strang-
ers can enrich the local people and 

Croatia

in both countries, as well as lectures 

Czech Republic
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orated the place. Everybody could 
bring French perfume or something 
from France and put it on the pre-
pared table. French food was pre-
pared and shared a� er the worship.

Denmark
We tried to engage as many “strang-
ers” living in our country as possi-
ble in the di� erent WDP services 
around Denmark. It was a great op-
portunity to learn about each other, 
to exchange experiences, and to � nd 
out how many, many things we have 
in common as women. It gave both 
tears and laughter!

One “stranger” said, “� e best thing 
you can do for us who are coming 
from other countries, is inviting us 
to your home; then we know we re-
ally are welcome!” At our Inspira-
tion Days, migrant women got time 
to tell their stories. � ey got room 
to explain their feelings about being 
a migrant, what it means for them-
selves, their families, their fami-
lies back home, and they told us 
what mistakes we easily do. It was a 
time of stretching out to each oth-
er, reaching for each other’s hands 
and standing together instead of 
apart. It is important for us to take 
care of the strangers among us, to 
be friends with them and give them 

practical help to live in our country.
Happy and enriched, the women le�  
the WDP services already looking 
forward to next year’s celebration of 
WDP!

Estonia
Estonia is honestly not very good at 
welcoming strangers. We have a lot 
to learn; in our congregations, in ev-
eryday life, and at all levels. As has 
been mentioned in previous reports, 
WDP is an organization that needs 
to grow in Estonia. So far, we are 
religious woman gathering together 
around March and nothing beyond 
that. Each of us is very active in 
our own congregation. At the same 

time, we � nd joy in doing things 
together and in o� ering knowledge 
about women and their lives in 
other countries. � e ribbons were 
a great hit, especially the chain we 
� nally made of them. � e women 
also enjoyed the songs from Taize.

England, Wales, & 
N. Ireland

Bonjour! Bonjour! Bonjour! From 
the very � rst moment in the wor-
ship, we felt welcomed into this 
thought-provoking service from 
France. We admired France’s hon-
esty in including stories of women 
who were not o� ered such a wel-
come when they arrived in France. 
It made us look critically at our own 

situation and to question our own 
awareness and actions, both nation-
ally and personally. We were con-
fronted with di�  cult questions to 
ask ourselves: who are the strangers 
in our own country? Are we truly 
welcoming, or do we o� en close our 
eyes, preferring the ‘stranger’ to re-
main ‘invisible’?

Like France, Britain has a diverse 
and multi-ethnic population, espe-
cially in the cities and large towns. 
People from countries all over the 
world travel many miles, sometimes 
at great risk, to � nd work and a bet-
ter life here. Sadly, their experiences 

are not always positive. 
Migrant workers are easily exploit-
ed and there have been several har-
rowing news reports recently where 
people have been promised good 
jobs only to � nd, when they arrive, 
that they have been tra�  cked into 
the sex industry or are working far 
below the minimum wage and pay-
ing high rents to live in appalling ac-
commodation. 

Several speakers at di� erent services 
had worked or had contact with asy-
lum seekers and it was good to hear 
of their experiences. For those at-
tending one service, the theme was 
particularly relevant as two of their 

One “stranger” said, “� e best thing 

our own congregation. At the same 

time, we � nd joy in doing things 
together and in o� ering knowledge 

our own congregation. At the same 

time, we � nd joy in doing things 
together and in o� ering knowledge are not always positive. 

Estonia

EWNI
Denmark
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company had originally arrived in 
this country as asylum seekers and 
had since been given leave to re-
main. 

We questioned how 
we welcome strang-
ers, as a country, 
in our churches 
and as individuals. 
We acknowledged 
that sometimes 
the needs of the 
stranger con� ict 
with our own, for 
example, in terms 
of housing and em-
ployment, and we 
worked through what our responses 
as Christians should be. We admit-
ted that we didn’t always get things 
right, but many positive examples of 
practical ways in which people were 
welcoming ‘strangers’ in their local 
communities emerged in the course 
of these discussions. As a committee, 
we hope to continue to develop our 
own awareness in this � eld. Last, but 
not least, was the wonderful fellow-
ship experienced 
almost everywhere 
a� er the service, 
as French-themed 
refreshments were 
served; co� ee, 
cheese, croissants, 
éclairs, Ei� el Tow-
er-shaped bis-
cuits, and even, in 
one place, a whole 
lunch! � ank you 
France, for a won-
derful, moving and 
challenging Day of Prayer.

Faroe Islands
Before the actual day of the Women’s 
Day of Prayer, we have, for the last 5 

years, invited Inge Lise Lollike, the 
Chairwoman of WDP Denmark, to 
come to the Faroe Islands and help 

to promote WDP here by talking 
on the radio and in the newspaper. 
We also took time to share in a Bible 
lesson and an Inspiration Day both 
for the committee and other women 
who were interested. On that day, 
we spent the morning with just the 
committee where we had time to 
ask questions and sing and share to-
gether. During this time especially, 
several women were able to share 

about their experiences of being 
welcomed or unwelcomed as strang-
ers. � e morning went very quickly 
and then we shared a meal together. 
� e a� ernoon was open for all. We 

looked at the slides, sang, had a Bi-
ble lesson of the two readings and, 
like in the morning, it was free for 

sharing. We were 
surprised that 
quite a few did 
so. We always 
end up in the 
church where we 
have a time of 
silence and pray-
ing and thanking 
God for all that 
we heard and 
shared. � en we 
have soup and 
bread.

On the � rst Friday of March, the 
service went very well and many 
women turned up from nine di� er-
ent denominations. It took place at 
Evangelið house. � is year we had a 
woman who is an actress instruct the 
readers on how to read and stand in 
an e� ort to make it livelier than just 
reading from the booklet. We also 
had some young people sing during 
the service, and a young one sang a 

French song for 
us. 

I asked one of 
the committee 
members who 
had joined us 
for the � rst time 
this year to write 
about her expe-
rience: On the 
radio I had heard 
about the day of 
prayer for some 
years but nev-

er did anything about it, not having 
heard anybody I knew talk about its 
purpose and contents. � is year our 
church received an invitation to share 
in the planning of the day of prayer, 

had since been given leave to re-

We questioned how 
we welcome strang-
ers, as a country, 
in our churches 
and as individuals. 
We acknowledged 
that sometimes 
the needs of the 
stranger con� ict 
with our own, for 
example, in terms 
of housing and em-

come to the Faroe Islands and help like in the morning, it was free for 

Faroe Island

not least, was the wonderful fellow-
ship experienced 
almost everywhere 
a� er the service, 
as French-themed 
refreshments were 
served; co� ee, 
cheese, croissants, 
éclairs, Ei� el Tow-
er-shaped bis-
cuits, and even, in 
one place, a whole 
lunch! � ank you 
France, for a won-
derful, moving and 

the service, and a young one sang a 

France
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and I was asked to participate to-
gether with another woman from our 
church. I must admit that I was a bit 
skeptical about accepting, but as we 
were going to pray for France and I 
am a French teacher, the invitation 
was quite tempting. � e reason for 
my doubt was that it would require 
part of the time I usually spend help-
ing out in my church and also some of 
my free time. It was therefore import-
ant to me that my participation feel 
meaningful. However it turned out to 
be very rewarding and resulted in my 
getting to know new women who had 
the same purpose: praying for other 
people, pointing to Jesus and all hav-
ing the Bible as 
their base. 

On the day itself, 
the 1st of March, 
it was exciting 
to observe who 
the participants 
would be and it 
was encouraging 
to see so many 
women. How-
ever I could not 
help wondering 
that the average age was as high as 
it turned out to be, knowing that 
the churches have a membership of 
many young active women. I my-
self found it di�  cult to advertise for 
something I did not know but will 
certainly be doing that before the 
service next year, so that young as 
well as older women can come to-
gether for prayer in unity.

Finland
� e committee of WDP had the ser-
vice in the famous Temppelinaukio 
(Rock) church in the heart of Hel-
sinki. We had for ourselves a beau-
tifully decorated room with glass 
icons as prayer altars. Before the 

service, we asked the participants to 
write their own prayers on a piece 
of paper and read them aloud at 
the end of service before co� ee. We 
started with the picture show, had 
the service and during co� ee had 
the background information on 
France as a PowerPoint show run-
ning continuously. � e o� ering was 
given to an Orthodox Church chari-
ty who works with the HIV-a� ected 
women in East-Africa.

Germany
It is a good thing to look at our 
own history and at our biographi-
cal background. We have all been 

strangers ourselves at certain times; 
everyone has her own migration 
story in her family. We want to share 
those memories. � e diversity in our 
group strengthens and enriches the 
community. � e women of France 
taught us to open our eyes, so that 
we can see the strangers in our com-
munities, our congregations, our 
neighborhoods; it is important to 
invite strangers and to create an op-
portunity for talking and listening 
to each other.

We have learned that there are many 
opportunities to advocate for mi-
grants and asylum seekers,  such 
as language courses, homework as-

sistance, reading partnership, and 
accompaniment during visits to 
authorities. It can be a joy to invite 
strangers into our homes, congrega-
tions etc. and to get to know them.

We have also seen that in many areas 
of Germany there are strong preju-
dices against foreigners. According-
ly, it is important to take the fears 
seriously and to be in contact with 
each other, hoping to overcome the 
prejudices as time goes on. � is is 
particularly di�  cult with regard to 
Sinti and Roma from Southeastern 
Europe. Telling stories, in which 
welcoming and integration suc-

ceeded, are import-
ant as they give us 
encouragement. In 
preparatory work-
shops, we invited 
experts and human 
rights activists to 
tell us about the 
situation of asylum 
seekers, refugees 
and migrant wom-
en. WDP Women 
from the Ruhrgebiet 
and from the orga-

nization Terre des Femmes joined 
together to support a petition in 
favor of granting residence permits 
for women forced into prostitution.

Women, who live in the surrounding 
neighborhoods, including women 
from the “Internationales Frauen-
café”, a meeting place for women 
from di� erent countries , were invit-
ed to the worship services. In recent 
decades, many families with Ger-
man roots migrated from the for-
mer Soviet Union to Germany. We 
received many reports that women 
from countries like Pakistan, Syr-
ia, Iran, Cameroon, Indonesia or 
Turkey were invited to the services 
where they told their migration sto-

people, pointing to Jesus and all hav-
ing the Bible as 

On the day itself, 
the 1st of March, 
it was exciting 
to observe who 
the participants 
would be and it 
was encouraging 
to see so many 
women. How-
ever I could not 
help wondering 

cal background. We have all been welcoming and integration suc-
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ries and spoke about their current 
situation.

In our past, we � nd another aspect 
of dealing with migration: during 
and a� er World War II, a huge num-
ber of war refugees and victims were 
displaced and had to settle in new 
areas. Some women were willing to 
share memories or stories from their 
family history.

� e Woman in 
Gray is the asylum 
seeker, the refu-
gee, the foreign 
domestic work-
er, the migrant 
who hopes to � nd 
safety, a job and a 
living for herself 
and her family in 
Germany.

Greece
When we wel-
come a stranger, 
it is as if we wel-
come Jesus in our 
house or in our 
community, be-
cause each one of 
them is created in 
the image of God 
and whatever we 
do for them. It is 
like doing it for 
our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Unfortunately, because of 
the economic crisis here in Greece, 
there are no jobs for either the Greek 
nor the foreigners. So many foreign-
ers are forced to steal thus hurting 
the local people. � is is creating xe-
nophobia, which is a very big con-
cern for church leaders who advise 
the locals to love the immigrants.

� ose who recently have come from 
abroad and have no job or medical 

care are in the gray side. � e Wom-
an in Gray represents all of these 
unfortunate people who have le�  
their families and their countries in 
search of a better life. � ese people 
are completely discouraged because 
there are no opportunities at all at 
this time. Although we do not have 
any regular income, we still feed 

those who are hungry and dress 
those who are naked by just praying 
and trusting the Lord.

Iceland
We were reminded that in Western 
societies such as ours the receiving 
of foreigners could be problematic. 
It is a sad fact that people do not 
always feel welcome in our well o�  
countries in Western Europe. We 

learned that even a small gesture of 
kindness could change that feeling. 
We all matter as persons and Chris-
tians, as members of families and 
churches and societies and we could 
all do more to in� uence our gov-
ernments as to have well prepared 
structures of  receiving fugitives and 
landless people.

� e Woman in 
Gray in our Ice-
landic context 
could be the im-
migrant or the 
woman dealing 
with mental prob-
lems. On a polit-
ical level, people 
who seek refuge in 
Iceland o� en are 
sent back to their 
home country or 
the country they 
came from. � is 
has o� en been 
challenged by 
Christian people 
but not so much 
by the churches as 
organizations. But 
those immigrants 
who come here le-
gally are more or 
less well received, 
so it seems. 

It was a very mov-
ing experience to perform the en-
trance suggested by the French 
ladies. � e women with colorful 
scarves came � rst and then the 
woman with the gray scarf came 
hesitantly. She had the scarf cover-
ing her head to begin with, but as 
the service went on, she uncovered 
her head as a symbol of freedom and 
then replaced the grey scarf with a 
colorful one as a sign of acceptance 

� e Woman in 
Gray is the asylum 
seeker, the refu-
gee, the foreign 
domestic work-
er, the migrant 
who hopes to � nd 
safety, a job and a 
living for herself 
and her family in 

Greece

When we wel-
come a stranger, 
it is as if we wel-
come Jesus in our 
house or in our 
community, be-
cause each one of 
them is created in 
the image of God 
and whatever we 
do for them. It is 
like doing it for 
our Savior Jesus 
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and joy. We had a radio transmis-
sion of the service and tried to ex-
plain this in words for the listeners. 
As a gesture of kindness and to show 
that she was a part of the group, we 
also gave the bishop a colorful scarf 
during the service. 

As for the committee, we could do 
better in including women from 
other countries into our group, but 
as this is all on a grass root, voluntary 
basis, and the members are suggest-
ed by the di� erent churches, 
it is not so easy to supervise. 
But we all work, each in our 
own church, to promote sol-
idarity and friendship with 
people from many di� erent 
backgrounds.

As a speaker at the service in 
Reykjavík, we were happy to 
have the new bishop of the 
National Church, the Evan-
gelical Church of Iceland, Ma-
dame Agnes Sigurðardóttir. 
She is the � rst woman bishop 
in Iceland and has been active 
in the WDP for many years 
as a parish priest in a � shing 
town in the West-� ords of Ice-
land. In March, she had just 
arrived back home to Iceland 
a� er a trip to Kenya which 
made a big impact on her. To meet 
the women in the small towns and 
the young girls, facing a future very 
di� erent from what we are used to 
here in the North, � lled our bishop 
with compassion but also hope and 
joy as those women did not accept 
to be victimized by their situation. 

In her speech, bishop Agnes told 
us how much media people from 
France were interested in the or-
dination of a woman bishop. In 
Iceland, we consider this a normal 
continuation of the dialogue and 

work in churches and society about 
the role of women. In France, many 
people seem to feel this is still a far 
reached goal.

Ireland
� e 2013 service was visually a good 
service. We felt that the Woman in 
Gray was a very signi� cant person. 
She allowed us to see how we some-
times treat others. I think that people 
could identify with the grey, because 
they have been in that situation at 

some time. It is the story of anyone 
who has been marginalized at any 
time for whatever reason, which is 
why it is so powerful. � is was a ser-
vice that was vibrant and had plenty 
of movement. It was a very spiritual 
service giving people the inspiration 
to reach out to someone.

At our televised service Sr. Moi-
ra McDowall, R.L.R. Council for 
Emigrants - Irish Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference, gave a powerful re� ec-
tion on the theme, which included 
the following sentences: “Consider 

too the victims of human tra�  ck-
ing, something known to be wide-
spread throughout this country, the 
exploitation of domestic workers, 
the sadness of migrant women who, 
whilst working as caregivers here, 
have had to leave their own children 
back home in the care of someone 
else. You welcomed me? Yet these 
are the people with whom Jesus 
identi� es, welcoming them is to wel-
come him. Being part of a commu-
nity means learning to live with the 

dignity of di� erence in mutu-
al love and respect, and a way 
of participation that develops 
everyone’s sense of belonging. 
� e strangers among us in 
the community of this coun-
try, its towns and town-lands, 
are a constant reminder of the 
reality that it is in the shadow 
of each other that people live 
and where God dwells”.

We in Ireland are a small 
country, but we do work in 
every way we can to sup-
port those on the margins. 
Among other things, we have 
made contact with women 
who have come here to work, 
sometimes without documen-
tation, to send money home 
to their families. We also sup-

port a charity that feeds over 30,000 
a year with a hot meal every day.

We had a very vibrant economy for 
a number of years and needed thou-
sands of people to work here to help 
sustain the economy. � ey came in 
by the thousands and worked. Now 
we are in recession and lot of those 
who came here for work are unem-
ployed. Most of these people intend 
to stay here, as even with the unem-
ployment, they are better o�  than at 
home. 

“It [the story of the 
Woman in Gray] is 
the story of anyone 

who has been 
marginalized at any 
time for whatever 

reason”
 ~ Ireland
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Italy

We are all foreigners, or have expe-
rienced situations where we feel as 
a foreigner. � at is 
why it is important 
to build a commu-
nity able to wel-
come everybody, 
to let them feel no 
longer as strangers 
but as a part of the 
community.

Many of the WDP 
communities in It-
aly invited migrant 
women to tell their 
stories during 
the worship. In 
Italy, there is short term immigra-
tion as well as long term. � ere are 
thousands of migrants landing on 
our shores who don’t know where 
to stay and what to do. If they are 
caught by the police, they are sent 
to prison because a recent law has 
made illegal immigration a crime. 
Also, Italian citizens who house “il-
legal” migrants can face up to three 
years in prison. 
In regard to long 
term immigra-
tion, the prob-
lems that emerge 
most frequently 
are those of iso-
lation and lack of 
social relation-
ships due to the 
fact that many 
do not speak the 
language of the 
place where they 
are staying. � is is true, especially 
for women who are o� en house-
wives and do not go out on their 
own or have any occasion to meet 
other people. A migrant woman, 

who was involved in the preparation 
for the worship, although she is not 
Christian, told us: “I felt as if I was 

invisible. Now I know that someone 
has noticed me!”

In the artwork, we are in the yellow 
part of the picture, the one which 
receives the light and is able to share 
the brightness and the heat which 
come from above with the strangers. 
� e Woman in Gray in our context 

is a migrant who lives in isolation 
until she � nds a welcoming com-
munity.

� e members of the National Com-
mittee encourage the local groups 

to meet regularly, not just to meet 
and prepare for the WDP worship. 
� is has happened in many places. 

A group of Italian 
and migrant wom-
en, for example, 
meet to learn and 
teach cooking ac-
cording to the dif-
ferent traditions of 
the places where 
they come from.

Lithuania
Lithuania is not 
yet a country that 
deals with a lot 
of immigration. 
Even though, we 

do have quite a few immigrant com-
munities, mostly from Chechnya, 
Afghanistan, and China. � ey have 
the possibility to learn the language, 
many get jobs and are fully inte-
grated. Because of the low rate of 
immigration in the country, a� er 
the service, there were two kinds of 
feedback comments; some looked 

upon welcoming 
immigrants posi-
tively, others saw 
it as a threat to na-
tional identity to 
smaller countries 
such as Lithua-
nia. � e Woman in 
Gray, by many, was 
identi� ed as be-
ing hesitant to en-
ter the church, too 
shy to speak about 
her problems in the 
family, discouraged 

by society because of her nontradi-
tional sexual orientation. � is wor-
ship brings home the message of 
informed prayer and prayerful ac-
tion by encouraging us all to remain 

a foreigner. � at is 
why it is important 
to build a commu-
nity able to wel-
come everybody, 
to let them feel no 
longer as strangers 
but as a part of the 

Many of the WDP 
communities in It-
aly invited migrant 
women to tell their 
stories during 
the worship. In 

Italy

legal” migrants can face up to three 
years in prison. 
In regard to long 
term immigra-
tion, the prob-
lems that emerge 
most frequently 
are those of iso-
lation and lack of 
social relation-
ships due to the 
fact that many 
do not speak the 
language of the 
place where they 

Lithuania
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open to newcomers, foreigners, and 
to always welcome the excluded, 
and share with the poor.

Luxembourg
As Luxembourg is a direct neighbor 
of France, we know a lot about the 
situation of foreigners in this coun-
try. In many ways our situation is 
comparable to theirs.

During the workshop leading up to 
the service, we had the opportuni-
ty to exchange our ideas of who the 
“Woman in Gray” represents. We 
realized, that in Luxembourg, we are 
in both situations. We are those who 
have lived here for 
several or many 
years already. On 
the other hand, 
among the wom-
en preparing the 
celebration, there 
are many with a 
migration back-
ground. We be-
long to di� erent 
nationalities. 

Our situation re-
� ects the coun-
try’s situation, 50% of our popula-
tion is foreigners. For this reason, 
we are obliged to use several lan-
guages wherever we go. We are mul-
tinational and multicultural. In fact, 
everybody could be the Woman 
in Gray at certain moments of her 
life. Just as everybody can become a 
member of the community and see 
herself confronted with newcomers.

In all groups, the women invested a 
lot of time, energy, fantasy and love 
in decorating the church or room 
nicely. Cloths in the national colors 
of the � ag were laid on the � oor. � e 
country was presented in the form 
of a “Tour de France” with typical 

pictures and objects from every re-
gion. � ese were carried in at the 
beginning and later placed in front 
of the altar on the colored cloths in 
the national colors. As suggested, 
women wore shawls in the colors 
of the artwork. � ose with the col-
ored shawls met the woman in the 
gray, representing the stranger. At 
the end, the women with the col-
ored shawls laid their shawl around 
the shoulders of the woman with the 
gray shawl, while they blessed her. It 
was a sign of welcoming and inte-
grating her into the community.

Macedonia

Macedonians have a strong tradi-
tion of hospitality toward guests. 
Macedonians are a welcoming peo-
ple. However, through this service, 
we learned that we can do more, es-
pecially in welcoming people who 
are di� erent from us. We noticed 
that many of the women immi-
grants whose stories were told in the 
materials were women of color, im-
migrants from Africa. In our coun-
try, there is much discrimination 
against Roma people of color. � is 
service helped us to be more aware 
of our own role in discriminating 
against minorities. 

During the service, we were given 

the opportunity to re� ect silently 
about the di�  culties of immigrants. 
Everyone could identify with the 
problems of immigrants, since we 
all have friends or family members 
who have emigrated from Macedo-
nia, seeking a better life. Many are 
without proper documentation, so 
they live in fear of deportation. Be-
cause they lack proper documen-
tation, they cannot leave their host 
country even to visit family back in 
Macedonia. O� en they cannot af-
ford health care in their new coun-
try.

In May, the Ministry of Culture of 
Macedonia, UN-
ESCO, and other 
international or-
ganizations spon-
sored a meeting of 
250 political and 
religious leaders 
from Macedonia 
and from 25 na-
tions. � is was 
the � ird World 
Conference on In-
ter-Religious and 
Inter-Civilization 

Dialogue, with a theme of “Freedom 
and Dignity — Fundamental Val-
ues”. � ese conferences have helped 
to improve relations among di� er-
ent religious groups and to elimi-
nate prejudices and discrimination. 
Much still needs to be done, but 
progress is being made. 

Members of our committee are in-
volved in such conferences. Chris-
tina Cekov has led e� orts in her 
church to help Roma minorities in 
our community with improved in-
come, education, clothing and other 
basic needs. Carol Partridge has also 
written about the plight of the Roma 
for an international church maga-
zine and has provided information 

try’s situation, 50% of our popula- Macedonians have a strong tradi-

Macedonia, UN-
ESCO, and other 
international or-
ganizations spon-
sored a meeting of 
250 political and 
religious leaders 
from Macedonia 
and from 25 na-
tions. � is was 
the � ird World 
Conference on In-
ter-Religious and 
Inter-Civilization 

Dialogue, with a theme of “Freedom 

Luxembourg
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for study groups in the US.

Netherlands
One way or another we are all 
strangers, or have been. Since the 
middle ages, the Netherlands has 
been a country of immigration. We 
can easily tell stories about being a 
stranger in a strange land. Because 
of this, in the Netherlands, people 
are willing to take on the job of wel-
coming the stranger in and 
helping them to acclimate to 
their new surroundings. Some 
of our committee members 
work in places where those 
seeking asylum are supported.

� e Woman in Gray is always 
among us; we see her daily 
and try to help. � e stories are 
familiar: human tra�  cking, 
abuse, child labor, false prom-
ises, and so on. Helping is get-
ting more and more di�  cult, 
though, because the laws that 
are made to “protect” us limit 
our ability to truly be welcom-
ing. Our services pointed at the 
problems but also at the pos-
sibilities that we can achieve. 
More people are starting to 
accept strangers in our midst, 
or are at least willing to get to 
know them and help them by 
teaching them the language 
instead of being afraid. What 
we really regard as a sign of 
hope is that people are willing 
to live by the old feeling of hospital-
ity we, in the Netherlands, always 
had towards strangers! 

On our instruction days, people re-
ceived a colored ribbon when they 
came in and were asked to sit where 
their color was; groups that came to-
gether were separated and put into 
groups with strangers. � e feeling 
of being a stranger was very strong!  

Each group received a paper with 
questions and between them they 
had to talk about it and, of course, 
had to � nd a way to solve these 
problems. At the end of the day, all 
these reports (in the colors of the 
rainbow) were hung on a line and 
that was wonderful to see. When 
we started the day, people were 
anxious to be among strangers, but 
� nally everyone was glad to have 

been a stranger. During the day new 
friendships occurred because peo-
ple turned out to be not so scary to 
be with. It is really a sign of hope!

Poland
Strangers are not just foreigners liv-
ing among us, but there are many 
people who are lonely in our midst. 
Who might feel like a stranger in 
their own land. We learned that we 

should be tolerant of those who we 
might not know and to be open to 
other people; to be open to getting 
to know them, to be open to helping 
them, to be open to the possibilities 
that their friendship might bring.

Poland, being so close to France, 
faces many of the same issues pre-
sented in the service. Also, we have 
always had historical ties between 

our countries. In fact through-
out history, people like the 
Huguenots who have felt per-
secuted in France, have come 
to Poland, and they were re-
ceived and welcomed.

Leading up to March 1st, we 
held conferences where we 
talked about themes having 
to do with lonely and rejected 
women including women who 
are being held in prison. Mem-
bers of WDP Poland are active 
in � elds having to do with 
these themes and we speak 
o� en in our meetings about 
ways we can help. In regards 
to the theme of this years’ ser-
vice, we always try to invite 
migrant women to participate, 
many being from Ukraine, and 
they have an active part in the 
service.

� ough we are a very small 
group we try to organize ac-
tivities in the churches or as 
individuals to support di� er-

ent groups. We organize or support 
money collections for medicines, 
medical treatment or help in mate-
rial goods. Where possible we help 
to � nd work for migrants. We work 
to be good examples of help in our 
parishes, families, and neighbor-
hoods.

Portugal
We are going through a similar sit-

to Poland, and they were re-

held conferences where we 
talked about themes having 
to do with lonely and rejected 
women including women who 

bers of WDP Poland are active 
in � elds having to do with 
these themes and we speak 

ways we can help. In regards 
to the theme of this years’ ser-
vice, we always try to invite 
migrant women to participate, 
many being from Ukraine, and 
they have an active part in the 

� ough we are a very small 
group we try to organize ac-
tivities in the churches or as 

Poland
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uation in Portugal. � is is also our 
everyday life. It is sad, but it is the 
reality. So, we integrated in the ser-
vice the stories of women from for-
mal Portuguese colonies and East-
ern Europe. � e woman in gray 
symbolizes women, men, or associ-
ations that help the most destitute, 
either a Portuguese or a foreigner. 
For us, she is the one who welcomes 
the others. We see it in some church 
women’s groups or organizations 
like the Caritas that help the mi-
grants. 

Romania
We are all strangers in this 
world and what determines 
our lives is how we are wel-
comed as strangers. As we wel-
come infants in our families, 
and as children in kindergar-
ten, we should welcome the 
stranger. Our achievements 
as people are in� uenced by 
how we are welcomed in our 
workplaces, in our commu-
nities, or in our families. Are 
we accepted or are we looked 
down upon? We all long to 
be accepted, and as we walk 
through this life, it is good to 
know that this is not our eter-
nal home. � e most import-
ant thing is how we are received in 
the heavenly home of our Father. 

� e criterion of being accepted in 
God’s Kingdom is to respond to the 
love of God that became � esh in 
Jesus Christ. Jesus was a newcom-
er and there was no place for him. 
Although many were waiting for 
the Messiah King, only a few recog-
nized him. Today Jesus is present in 
the people in need and we cannot 
accept him without accepting  each 
other. Jesus stands before us in the 
other and he does not want some lit-

tle le� overs from us but deeper care 
and deeds of love. To accept Jesus 
means to welcome his word not only 
with our mouth but with our deeds 
as well. 

People may ask, “Why should I host 
the smelly homeless, the beggar 
who is avoiding work? Wouldn’t I  
just be promoting the laziness, the 
lies? Why should I help? Because of 
fear of judgment or to be promoted 
by God?”  � e answer should then 

come, “No! We should help because 
the other person is su� ering. Be-
cause Jesus has empathy with those 
who were robbed, deceived and 
thrown away. Jesus gave his life to 
lead us back to God. Love leads peo-
ple to Jesus, to the real protection 
and security.

In Matthew 25:31, Jesus, the good 
shepherd, separated the sheep from 
the goats. What is the di� erence be-
tween the sheep and the goat? � e 
sheep can be lead; they listen to and 

follow the Shepherd. � e goats can-
not be lead; they walk on their own. 
Let us ask God to remove our goat-
like pride and show us the services 
that help us live our lives to fullness.

Scotland
� e 2013 service made us stop and 
think about how we treat strangers 
who come to this country or even 
from a di� erent part of the country. 
Every one of us has probably been 
a stranger at some time or another 

in a new situation.  � e Wom-
an in Gray is “me;” How did I 
feel?; Was I scared?;  How was 
I welcomed?”. Putting our-
selves in the situation helps us 
to warmly welcome strangers 
into our communities.

Most churches were deco-
rated in red, white and blue, 
with bunting, � ags, table-
cloths, napkins, � owers and 
cakes. In most services, the 
di� erent colored scarves were 
used. Some had a bit of dra-
ma welcoming the stranger 
into their midst. In some ser-
vices, the choruses were sung; 
some had someone singing 
the choruses, or others had 
someone leading the congre-
gation. Most services had a 

‘message’. � e ones that didn’t had 
slides or French music played at this 
part. Some used the slides at the be-
ginning, others during the refresh-
ments.

Every year some folks say, ‘� at was 
the best service’. � ey have the order 
of service to take home as a remind-
er for them to pray for the writing 
country, its people and the situa-
tions they face.

“Let us ask God to 
remove our goat-

like pride and show 
us the services that 

help us live our 
lives to fullness.”

 ~ Romania
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Serbia
Due to the war that has been waged 
in the region for the past 20 years, 
Serbia has received a large num-
ber of Internally Displaced People. 
� ese are strangers who o� en � nd 
themselves in similar situations 
as the women that we heard of in 
France only within their own coun-
try. It is migrant people who have 
most of the cases of problems with 
health services, employment, hous-
ing, and food. � erefore, the feeling 
and compassion during services was 
deep, as many of us have neighbors 
or people in our lives who are vul-
nerable. � ese are the people who 
the Woman in Gray represents.

Slovenia
Open persons welcome every-
one. � is service taught us that 
maybe in Slovenia we are not 
open to everyone and still have 
to learn how to welcome every-
body. In terms of the artwork, 
hopefully we are more on the 
bright side than on the dark side 
of the picture. We would like to 
help the migrants and under-
stand their situation but some-
times we are unseeing of their 
needs or don’t know how to help. 

Our Woman in Gray could be mi-
grants from the south, people com-
ing from the Balkan region seeking 
work. � e Woman in Gray could 
also be Roma people living in Slo-
venia and having problems with in-
tegration into our habits., or could 
also be beggars in the street or the 
homeless. � e number of those two 
groups has increased in Slovenia in 
the past few years as the � nancial 
situation has grown darker. 

WDP groups in Slovenia are focused 
on the service. We do collect funds 
and send them for our project. � is 
year we did a collection for a mi-
grant organization in France. We 
are also open for strangers to come 

to our services. We try to involve 
them as much as possible, pre-
paring the service or discussions 
in groups. We are trying to grow 
and “get out.”  In 2019 Slovenia is 
the writer country, so we have to 
build a solid group � rst and then 
act. � is year we presented WDP 
and our topic in the media, the 
Christian radio station Ognjišče 
and on our national TV in a pro-
gram called Obzorja duha. 

Spain
� e migration issue is our 
concern as well. We are going 

through the same situation and we 
can hear similar stories in our con-
text. � e � rst Bible study was done 
at the annual fellowship led by the 
Catholic theologian Carmen Mar-
quez, and the second by the Rev. 
Alma Hernandez Santiago at the 
Catholic Church where the WDP 
celebration was held in Madrid. We 
highlighted the perspective of wel-
coming and assistance to the mi-
grant. We realized that each one of 
us was personally touched by inter-
nal or international migration. 

� e various colors of shawls repre-
sented the diverse situation that we 
brought to the celebration, while 

Serbia Our Woman in Gray could be mi-

to our services. We try to involve 
them as much as possible, pre-
paring the service or discussions 
in groups. We are trying to grow 
and “get out.”  In 2019 Slovenia is 
the writer country, so we have to 
build a solid group � rst and then 
act. � is year we presented WDP 
and our topic in the media, the 
Christian radio station Ognjišče 
and on our national TV in a pro-
gram called Obzorja duha. 

� e migration issue is our 
concern as well. We are going 

Slovenia

Spain
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the Woman in Gray was like the 
migrant women. We decorated the 
space with the symbols suggested, 
and we added colorful � owers next 
to the poster, candle, and Bible. We 
were eager to perform the suggested 
welcome gesture to the Woman in 
Gray. 

While the WDP worship service 
helped us to gain awareness of our 
personal and ecclesial responsibility 
toward the critical moment we live 
in our country and the need and 
vulnerability of the migrant 
population, we are respond-
ing to the issue through the 
diaconal services and caritas 
of our own churches. 

Sweden
� is year’s theme was very 
much appreciated by the 
Swedish women. � ere are 
many immigrants and asylum 
seekers in our country, and 
the churches are an import-
ant resource in the struggle 
against xenophobia and dis-
crimination. 

� e plight of asylum seekers 
received special attention in 
Swedish media in the weeks 
prior to the Day of Prayer, as 
police had started stopping 
“foreign-looking” persons in the 
subway and outside shelters to check 
their ID papers. � ose whose papers 
were not in order were taken into 
custody and deported. We felt that 
we could not celebrate this year’s 
Day of Prayer without addressing 
this outrageous practice, and the 
committee therefore launched a pro-
test campaign to collect signatures 
against this practice. � e authorities 
backed down and within a couple of 
weeks the practice was discontin-

ued, but we’re keeping a close eye 
on further developments, and the 
annual meeting of the Swedish Ec-
umenical Women’s Council adopted 
a resolution urging our government 
to adopt a generous and humane 
immigration policy. � e resolution 
and the signature collection were 
sent to the Swedish Parliament, the 
Minister of Immigration, and the 
Minister of Justice.

At the main service in Andreasky-
rkan, Stockholm, on March 1 we 

were given a chance to live out the 
call to welcome the stranger. � is 
was particularly poignant moment 
in the celebration. Towards the end 
of the service, a young couple en-
tered the church. � ey were asylum 
seekers from Albania. � ey had just 
arrived in Stockholm from another 
Swedish city where their asylum re-
quest had been turned down by the 
authorities. � ey knew nobody; they 
were facing deportation and had no 
money. � ey were invited in to join 
us for co� ee, tea and sandwiches af-

ter the service, and a spontaneous 
collection was made to assist them 
over the weekend in the hope that 
the church social services would be 
able to assist them further a� er the 
weekend. Imagine our amazement 
when it was announced a� er the 
collection that it covered the cost of 
3 nights’ lodgings for two at a near-
by hostel almost to the penny! � e 
collection box also contained four 
lunch tickets, so the couple would 
not have to starve. Seldom has the 

message of a service been 
more powerfully illustrated 
and implemented: “I was a 
stranger and you welcomed 
me”. Prayerful action, indeed!

Switzerland
We all are sometimes strang-
ers, even in our own country. 
We all probably know how it 
feels to be a stranger in a group 
of people who know one an-
other. � is service inspired us 
to examine, “What do we gain 
personally through being in-
volved with people of another 
country, culture or language?”  
We were also inspired to  look 
at ourselves and ask, “How 
do we politically and socially 
treat the persons seeking asy-
lum in our country?”

On one hand, the Woman in Gray 
is a foreigner, an immigrant, a per-
son in need, a person to be helped, 
accepted, and welcomed. On the 
other hand, it can be oneself in dis-
tress or ill, afraid, in an insecure sur-
rounding, in an apparently hopeless 
situation, feeling stressed. � e light 
from above my head is helping me. 
� e yellow and red colors under my 
feet and in my back represent my 
strength, my knowledge, and my 
faith which will protect and help me. 

“Seldom has the 
message of a 

service been more 
powerfully 

illustrated and 
implemented”

 ~ Sweden
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During our Na-
tional WDP 
Session in Sep-
tember, a repre-
sentative of one 
of the projects in 
France, which is 
supporting asy-
lum seekers, im-
migrants or any 
group in need, 
gave a plenary 
speech and as-
sisted us later on 
in the workshop, 
“Asylum procedure in Switzerland 
and France”. � ere, we used the spi-
ral of justice, which we learned at 
the 2012 International Meeting in 
New York City , to show how to pro-
ceed properly and to help in a pro-
fessional way. 

Ukraine
As a country from which people mi-
grate, we see ourselves as the Wom-
an in Gray. At our seminars, we 
discussed the theme of migration 
from both points of view, that of the 
migrant and that of the welcoming 

c om mu n i t y. 
To do this, we 
used as exam-
ples real sto-
ries from our 
own lives. � e 
rooms were 
decorated in 
the colors of 
the French Na-
tional � ag. We 
used French 
music and 
hung pictures 
on the walls, as 
well as putting 

French wine, bread and cheese on 
the tables. In the end we were con-
vinced that any human being should 
be treated with respect and dignity.

Europe

Ukraine

c om mu n i t y. 
To do this, we 
used as exam-
ples real sto-
ries from our 
own lives. � e 
rooms were 
decorated in 
the colors of 
the French Na-
tional � ag. We 
used French 
music and 
hung pictures 
on the walls, as 
well as putting 

Ukraine

Country Languages # Services Support given
Albania Albanian 19 For poor families in Prrusg village
Armenia Armenian 19 Local WDP operating expenses
Belgium Dutch, French, German 15 � e Bible Society of France and La Maison de 

Femme, a house for homeless women
Bulgaria Bulgarian 18 Local WDP operating expenses
Croatia Croatian 4 A safe house in Croatia for victimized women, an 

association for disabled children, and a center for 
asylum seekers

Czech Republic Czech 100 Divided between three migrants living in our 
country: a woman from Russia for medical ex-
penses, students from Iran for sports equipment, 
music group from Burma for a piano.

Denmark Danish, Faroese 60+ A place for children in Nysa, Polen, a house for 
children with cancer in Israel that serves both 
Israelite and Palestinian children, our prayer 
partners in Lithuania, Ukraine, and Malawi.

Estonia Estonian, Russian 3 To the church who hosted us for their work with 
homeless children

EWNI Braille, English, Welsh 5,000+ Local WDP operating expenses, and yet to be 
determined grants

Faroe Islands Faroese 4 Sent to Denmark to be included in their o� ering 
(see above)

Finland Finnish 7 An Orthodox Church charity that works with 
women living with HIV and AIDS in East Africa
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Country Languages # Services Support given
Germany English, French, German, Spanish, 

Russian
To multiple projects throughout Germany 
supporting women’s empowerment and gender 
justice

Greece Armenian, English, French, Ger-
man, Greek

7 Mother Teresa in Athens

Iceland Icelandic 15 A nationwide collection to purchase equipment 
for the National Hospital

Ireland English, German, Irish, Polish 180 + 
National 

Broadcast

Various organizations who work with homeless 
women and youth, tra�  cked women, and educa-
tion.

Italy Italian 65 CASAS as indicated by the French committee
Lithuania Lithuanian 16 Local WDP operating expenses
Luxembourg English, French, German, Italian, 

Luxembourgish, Portuguese
6 Several projects in France and Rwanda

Macedonia Macedonian 9 WDP France for continued outreach to immi-
grants

Netherlands Dutch 758 La Maison des Femmes in Paris, Association de 
Secours Chrétien (a home for orphans) in Rwan-
da, and CREAI (an organization that works with 
disabled children) in France

Poland Polish 64 For a local family
Portugal Portuguese 8 For a local food bank
Romania Romanian, Hungarian 135+ For local ecumenical projects, CASAS
Scotland English 600+ Scottish Bible Society, “Feed the Minds” and oth-

er organizations in France working with people 
who have been a� ected by tra�  cking

Serbia Cruatem German, Hungarian, Ser-
bian, Slovak, Ruthenian-Ukranian

20+ To a home for the elderly

Slovenia Slovene, German 6 French project supported by a Franciscan Mary 
Missionary order

Spain Spanish 13 Supporting a computer class in French Guyana
Sweden Swedish 250 79 educational and vocational scholarships for 

women in countries where Swedish churches 
have sister churches.

Switzerland French, German, Italian, Sursilvan, 
Vallader

1000+ Projects in France, Romania, and Switzerland to 
help immigrants 

Ukraine German, Russian, Ukrainian 36 Local WDP operating expenses
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Bolivia
We had a wonderful celebration 
with the participation of the whole 
committee, and we even had some 
French dances performed by our 
Salvation Army sisters. Around 120 
adults attended the worship service 
and 50 children participated in the 
children’s program. We are dedicat-
ing our o� ering to WDPIC in sup-
port of the Salvation Army program 
with women and their children in 
prison.

Brazil
We learned that we are all strang-
ers in one way or another and that 
this knowledge should move us to 
be more welcoming in the places we 
live. � rough the context of France, 
we realized the challenge that the in-
teractions of di� erent cultures bring 
to the relationship, but as Christians 
we should be open to overcome 
these di� erences. In many regions 
of Brazil, people live their own mi-
gration story. Many women identi-
� ed themselves with the “Woman in 
Gray”, as they have felt excluded in 
society. While others felt welcomed 
and accepted in their context. A spe-

cial moment in the service was when 
this message was represented by the 
colorful ribbons and peer conver-
sation about experiences of being 
a stranger who was welcomed. We 
tied the ribbons together and placed 
them at the altar. We felt united!

Chile
To be a stranger in your own land 
or family is like a social sin. � e 
most signi� cant migration to Chile 
has been from our Latin American 
neighbor countries, mainly Peru. 
� e women are doing domestic 
worker as a ‘nanny’ or maid, and 
been called as ‘peruanita’. � ey are 
treated with discrimination at sev-
eral levels. To make ends meet and 
to be able to send money to their 
families in Peru, they live together 
in community and share the same 
house. Many of the Ecuadorian mi-
grants are doctors that try to work 
in the public hospital or opening 
their own. � e Colombian and Cen-
tral American women work in very 
bad places. � e Palestinian, Korean, 
Indian, Chinese, and a few Peruvi-
ans or Bolivians trade clothes. � e 
downtown Santiago became a place 

of multi-color and races. 

� e artwork showed a Woman in 
Gray who is vulnerable but she faces 
it and overcomes it. We feel that in 
the church, woman is like that. She 
is not in the decision making body 
of the church nor government, even 
though we had a woman president 
who was the � rst to head the UN 
Women. She is valued for ‘comple-
menting’ the man.
� e worship service o� ered many 
symbols that we were able to use, 
like a lighted Ei� el Tower, the per-
fume, the colorful shawls, songs 
and the testimonies. In the South 
of Chile, we created a prayer station 
where we started applying a French 
perfume and walked to the next 
point to learn and pray for France, 
continuing on until the end where 
we ate French food. 

Migration, human tra�  cking and 
discrimination against women are 
issues that we live in Chile, but we 
need to increase awareness. Many 
churches have developed initiatives 
towards the migrant population. 
� e Methodist Church in Arica, 
north of Chile, has a community, 

Latin America

and accepted in their context. A spe-

ChileBrazil
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the Salvation Army participates in 
the network that o� ers food, and 
the Catholic Church supports their 
participation in some organizations. 
In April 2011, a law to protect the 
victims of tra�  cking was approved. 
As WDP we realized that we need 
a better understanding about HIV, 
which we are planning to address 
with a workshop for our leadership.

Costa Rica 
We learned that there is anoth-
er way to be in prayer, a prayer for 
peace. � e program helped us to 
raise awareness about the situation 
of migrants in our country and the 
ways we can be of support to them. 
We had people from di� erent coun-
tries sharing their own stories of 
migration. For instance, a French 
teacher told us about her experience 
of living in France. With some re-
search and statistics about France, 
we brought the issue closer to home 
and realized the migrant organi-
zations we have in our midst. One 
thing positive the Costaricans have 
is that we always try to reach out to 
the persons in need.  We do our best 
for the strangers to feel at home.  It 
is impossible to reach all, especial-
ly the girls that are brought into the 
country for prostitution who usually 
believe that they are going to work 

as a model, but we try.

In the coast, the week began with a 
week of prayer, led by the Ministers 
members of the Ministerial Associ-
ation (Methodist, Baptist, Catholic, 
Salvation Army, and Episcopal). On 
Friday, the day for the World Day 
of Prayer Service, began with a pa-
rade through the streets of Limon 
from the Catholic Church until the 
Saint Mark’s Episcopal Parish, about 
5 blocks.

We recalled the feeling of being wel-
comed, and how that can be a call 
to promote the sense that we are 
all sisters and brothers in just one 
world. We used the Alberto Cortes 
y Facundo Cabral, “No me llames 
extrangero” (Don’t call me stranger) 
song and video to bring to attention 
that the borders are human and we 
should cross them to become hu-
man beings and sisters and brothers.

Cuba
We learned about the importance of 
solidarity in the face of all circum-
stances, be it in relation to a stranger 
or our neighbor, the one in need or 
living alone, or the aging person. As 
Cubans, in general, we like to attend 
to the one in need. We recognize 
the importance of sharing a word of 
hope or consolation as well as ma-

terial and spiritual assistance. How-
ever, the challenge is to open our 
hearts to accept the other. � is is a 
door that nobody can force open. 
Why is it that we sometimes lack 
trust, listening, and understanding 
towards the other? In Cuba, we do 
not have immigrants, but people 
who need words and actions of sup-
port.

We have invited young women to 
actively take part in the worship 
service and ecumenical activities. 
In most of the services, they rep-
resented the woman in gray.  � is 
woman is like the ones who come to 
our communities in search of God 
a� er experiencing su� ering in their 
lives. She arrives insecure and afraid 
of not being accepted. If we receive 
her with love and respect, giving her 
support and orientation, we will see 
the fruits of our labor. 

Guatemala
We intentionally invited young peo-
ple to participate in the worship ser-
vice. We had children as young as 
eight years old to people upwards of 
seventy years old actively engaged 
in the leadership of the service. It 
seemed that the issue touched the 
hearts of the young people. 

We want to share a few things we 

Guatemala
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did that helped to make the celebra-
tion process meaningful to us. We 
revised the Spanish translation of 
the material to be gender inclusive, 
and we verbally translated the wor-
ship service to our local indigenous 
language, Kekchie. It is important 
that women and girls see them-
selves in the liturgical language of 
the worship service and all the other 
resources. 

We included in our celebration an 
event that linked ourselves with the 
writer country. For France, we 
mentioned the French award 
“Simone de Beauvoir” given to 
one of our friends for her work 
around the world for women’s 
human rights. We also expand-
ed the information about wom-
en pastors and theologians, and 
realized that women are not the 
majority in these � elds even in 
France. 

When we studied about France, 
we learned about the diversi-
ty of ethnic groups and their 
e� ort to be tolerant, struggle 
for equal rights and opportuni-
ties for all. It was important to 
identify that discrimination re-
sides within ourselves, and we 
reproduce it when we mistreat the 
women from the villages in our city. 
In the north of Guatemala, in Alta 
Verapaz, they included the stories of 
the women who are combating in-
justice even in their own families.
� e Woman in Gray is us; when we 
su� er discrimination like intra-fam-
ily violence, gender inequality, un-
employment or sub employment, 
lack of access to education and 
health service, insecurity, abuse of 
power, increasing price of the basic 
‘food basket’ - the price of the ba-
sic foods o�  cially considered by th 

government to establish the mini-
mum wage.

We asked the participants to re-
� ect on the times when we are like 
strangers in our own communi-
ties or churches, and how we make 
others from another country, city, 
or village to feel excluded. In Co-
ban, a women’s group from Carcha 
decided to visit a woman in prison 
who ended up killing her husband 
a� er the abuses she experienced in 
her marriage. � ey are listening to 

her, taking her food, and � nding 
a lawyer to review her case. At the 
same, this story is helping to edu-
cate young women and men about 
domestic violence. It is important to 
name the violence; gender, racial/
ethnic, economic, religious, sexu-
al orientation or social violence; in 
order to create alternatives to over-
come it. We also recognized that 
human tra�  cking is happening in 
our places, like in Carcha. It is in 
the route of the drug tra�  cking, and 
young women from other countries 
like Honduras are being brought in 

for sexual exploitation.

From now on, we feel the challenge 
to be inclusive, to respect the diver-
sity of spirituality, to share the space 
of faith and spiritual growth, and 
invite others to our circles of study 
at the same time be open to be with 
them in their own space of faith. We 
committed ourselves to trust the 
stranger, and to be sensitive to her 
needs. Sometimes, it will mean to 
o� er a meal, to host, and to be re-
spectful.

Honduras
In La Esperanza, we involved 
the students of the bilingual 
school where one of our mem-
bers works. � e songs were 
very special to us. As the stu-
dents are learning French, the 
songs were a perfect way to 
practice the language. We tried 
to sing them in their original 
language with the students. 
� ey are very talented singers! 

� e service was celebrated at 
the Casa de la Cultura (Culture 
Center) rather than in a church. 
We projected the Artwork on a 
screen and decorated the space 
with posters of symbols of 

France and the WDP logo made out 
of foam and glitter. We utilized the 
colors for the six women and also 
used the idea of colored ribbons to 
tie together in the re� ection part of 
the service. 

In the Prayers of Intercession we 
remembered the many Hondurans 
who immigrate to other countries 
seeking work, mostly in the United 
States and Spain. We prayed for the 
families that su� er with separation, 
for the ones who came back as de-
portees, or for those physically dis-

her, taking her food, and � nding 

In La Esperanza, we involved 
the students of the bilingual 
school where one of our mem-
bers works. � e songs were 
very special to us. As the stu-
dents are learning French, the 
songs were a perfect way to 
practice the language. We tried 
to sing them in their original 
language with the students. 
� ey are very talented singers! 

� e service was celebrated at 
the Casa de la Cultura (Culture 
Center) rather than in a church. 
We projected the Artwork on a 
screen and decorated the space 
with posters of symbols of 

Honduras
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abled due to accidents during the 
long and harsh process of immigrat-
ing through deserts.

Hondurans are very welcoming of 
foreigners. People from many coun-
tries such as the USA, Japan or Hol-
land come here, o� en on service 
projects, like “brigade” for medical 
assistance or to construct some-
thing. However, the big challenge 
is to welcome across the religious 
division between Catholic and Prot-
estant/Pentecostal, and to be an ec-
umenical community.

Mexico
Tijuana is a border 
city between Mexi-
co and the USA. To 
be welcomed and to 
welcome the strang-
er in a critical mo-
ment of life is our 
everyday experi-
ence. We are aware 
of the situation and 
we organize to re-
ceive and help those 
who are in need. 
� ere are a couple 
of organizations 
and committees 
that o� er support with food, shelter 
and orientation to the migrants. We 
celebrate the WDP at Casa de los 
Pobres (House of the Poor), which 
is an institution that serves the poor, 
the needy and the migrant. At the 
House of the Poor, we try to o� er 
our best so they don’t leave with 
empty hands. We are all people, and 
deserve dignity and happiness. 

� e Woman in Gray lives without 
hope, isolated and with no courage 
to � ght, however when she � nds 
support in her struggle for a better 
life, she regains ‘the vivid colors’. 

We all can be in both positions. To 
help somebody or understand their 
situation, we need to put ourselves 
in their place. In our service, we 
opened the space for the commu-
nity re� ection and shared lavender 
� owers with the participants. Olivia 
Piñon, a migrant, told us her story. 
She arrived in Tijuana with her hus-
band in her 8th month of pregnancy. 
� ey came from the south of Mexico 
seeking a better job. � ey knew no 
one. Although they found support, 
life is still hard. � ey own no home, 

and one of her sons is chronically ill. 
Sometimes she does not have mon-
ey to buy his medicine. However, 
she became a volunteer and is feel-
ing empowered to take care of her 
sons and the migrants who arrive at 
the House of the Poor. 

� e worship service was very mean-
ingful as it created opportunity for 
the participants to be a migrant or 
a French woman. We could feel the 
emotion of being a strong woman 
who was a stranger and was wel-
comed, at the same time we were 
the ones who welcome. We realized 

how God empowers us to be united 
and grow more and more in love.

Nicaragua
We presented the two Bible Studies 
and held two services with the chil-
dren. � e poster was very helpful 
for the celebration. We found our-
selves represented in all the colors 
in it. We brought to the service our 
own stories of migration. Some of 
them with very sad stories lived in 
nearby countries in Central Ameri-
ca. In the main worship service, the 

Woman in Gray was 
represented by the 
coordinator of the 
women’s pastoral 
who told us about 
her experience as 
migrant in anoth-
er country. We also 
re� ected on wel-
coming the strang-
ers in our midst, be 
it the church or our 
country. We prayed 
for the women in 
France, especial-
ly for the WDP 
Committee, who 
prepared this beau-

tiful service. We felt we traveled to 
France without leaving Nicaragua. 
We felt they were with us without 
leaving France. 

Some of our action as WDP is relat-
ed to the development of  training 
for women, including information 
about human tra�  cking. We creat-
ed space for sharing our experience, 
giving a hand to the one in need, 
and showing that we are all one sis-
ter, one family, and one friend.

Panama
To be compassionate, loving and 

and one of her sons is chronically ill. 

Woman in Gray was 
represented by the 
coordinator of the 
women’s pastoral 
who told us about 
her experience as 
migrant in anoth-
er country. We also 
re� ected on wel-
coming the strang-
ers in our midst, be 
it the church or our 
country. We prayed 
for the women in 
France, especial-
ly for the WDP 
Committee, who 
prepared this beau-

tiful service. We felt we traveled to 

Mexico
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kind is part of our Christ-like be-
havior. We have learned that the 
women of France re� ect this in their 
lives in the same solidarity with the 
needy that Jesus taught and le�  for 
us, his people, to follow. In our eyes, 
the Woman in Gray could be any-
one. She is receiving from God as 
she points upward for help for the 
persons in the shaded or shadowed 
areas. � ese persons have necessi-
ties to be met both physically and 
spiritually.

We as WDP Panama greet strangers 
with a smile and we present WDP 
to them, letting them know what it 
is all about, its principles and objec-
tives, and extend to them a cordial 
invitation to be a part of the group.

Paraguay
Our process of study starts in Au-
gust, when we have in depth Bible 
studies in our national retreat; it 
helps us to develop the message 
for the worship services in March. 
In February, we had a workshop 
with the Enhlit indigenous women 
to introduce the WDP material to 
them. � ey translated the worship 

service in their language and used 
the Enhlit Bible for the readings. 
For March, we also got the support 
of a few who had been to France or 
some French people who helped us 
to expand our understanding of the 
context. As a conclusion, we would 
say that the service introduced us to 
the practice of empathy.

Uruguay
We realized the magnitude of the 
problem in France and learned 
about the way in which public and 
private institutions try to meet those 
very di� erent human problems. Ob-
viously, it is very problematic con-
sidering the amount of people who 
have been trying to � nd their way to 
become part of the population in a 
country with a culture and climate 
very di� erent from their own. � e 
di�  culties arising out of di� erent 
religions and the prejudice related 
to them are particularly challenging. 
It is very reassuring that the di� er-
ent Christian churches have come 
to a common attitude based on their 
faith convictions.

Many people in Uruguay have ex-

perienced exile for political or per-
sonal reasons. � e stories that were 
told are familiar to everybody, on 
the positive as well as on the nega-
tive side. On the other hand, there 
are also people who worked here in 
the country to prepare a homecom-
ing for those who were able to re-
turn from exile and looked for new 
places in their former society. Uru-
guayans are practically all children 
of immigrants, and thus it is a part 
of all personal or family histories.

In the artwork, as well as in the ser-
vice, the “Woman in Gray” � nds a 
warm welcome. She is the one who 
� nally dominates the scene. We be-
lieve that most participants felt part 
of the warm and red bodies that sur-
round the � gure in grey on the le�  
hand side. � is would not exclude 
feelings identi� ed with the � gure on 
the right as they remembered their 
own situations of coming into a new 
community as the stranger with all 
her doubts and fears at a new and 
unknown group of people.

Panama

Latin America
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Country Languages # Services Support given
Bolivia Spanish 5 WDPIC, Salvation Army programs focusing 

on women and children
Brazil Portuguese 1000+ 3 organizations that provide social assistance
Chile Castilian 25 Local WDP operating expenses
Costa Rica English, Spanish 4 Local WDP operating expenses
Cuba Spanish 20 Local WDP operating expenses and the Salva-

tion Army
Guatemala Kekchic, Spanish 6
Honduras English, Spanish 1 For those in the local prison
Mexico Spanish 1
Nicaragua Spanish 10 Local WDP operating expenses
Panama English, Spanish 5 For the needy and social welfare agencies
Paraguay Enhlit, German, Spanish 13 WDPIC, WDP France, Local WDP operating 

expenses
Uruguay Spanish 24 Refugio La Heroica de Paysandu (a shelter for 

people who have lost their homes because of 
family crises of natural disaster)

Latin America
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Egypt
� e situation of immigrants in Egypt 
is a little di� erent than it is in France. 
� ose who have immigrated into 
Egypt, mainly Armenians and Leb-
anese people, have done very well 
indeed. � ey have been welcome, 
and o� ered the Egyptian nationality, 
and are successful business people. 
� ose in gray in our context are the 
street children, about two million of 
them in the whole of Egypt. Most 
of them have run away 
from their poor homes 
in order to avoid having 
to go to school. Several 
Christian agencies are 
trying to help them and 
their families, especially 
“Practical Love Minis-
try.” � ere are also many 
political refugees in 
Egypt, mainly from the 
Sudan, and surround-
ing areas in Africa. � ey 
are very poor, and are 
ministered to through 
many Church Agencies, 
mainly “Refuge, Egypt” 
� ese are the “Stranger” 
in our midst, to be welcomed in the 
name of Jesus.

Nearly every Friday for two years 
now, immediately a� er the Friday 
Muslim prayers, has been marked 
by political demonstrations. � ese 
demonstrations, o� en accompanied 
by violence, frighten many people 
o�  so that they stick to their homes. 
Despite this, our WDP services 
were all well attended, for which we 
praise the Lord.

Whenever things become tense 
during our still on-going Revolu-
tion, many are anxious to watch 

TV to know what is happening, but 
not everyone has access to TV. � e 
generosity and neighborly spirit 
shown by many Christians at this 
time to their Muslim neighbors has 
been a blessing to both giver and 
receiver. � e various Christian de-
nominations in Egypt [Protestant, 
Orthodox, and Catholic] have been 
encouraged to forget their small 
di� erences in an united e� ort to be 
a welcoming community to their 
non-Christian neighbors.

Since Friday in Egypt is our o�  cial 
weekly holiday, we’ve always made 
our WDP worship services family 
oriented. Many make the observa-
tion that it was good that the whole 
family could participate in these 
services.

Lebanon
First, we were reminded that we are 
all strangers on this earth. Further-
more, we were reminded that wel-
coming the stranger is what God 
expects of us. As we welcome the 
stranger into our midst, our lives 

become enriched. We should cele-
brate the diversity in our communi-
ties and appreciate all we can learn 
from each other. 

We did not include a migrant sto-
ry in the worship service itself. But 
a migrant worker from Madagas-
car whose story was shared in one 
of our meetings and then shared at 
the WDPIC meeting in June 2012, 
participated in the worship service 
as a reader. � is migrant woman 

who is a domestic worker 
has started a support pro-
gram for other domestic 
workers. She conducts 
meetings sharing the 
good news and  provides 
a forum for the others 
to share their problems. 
She is in constant contact 
with NGOs that support 
the domestic workers in 
Lebanon as well as serv-
ing as a channel to legal 
assistance when that is 
called for.  One of her 
friends, a migrant worker 
from Sudan, also partic-
ipated as a reader.  Our 

worship service was made richer 
and more meaningful due to their 
participation.

Two of our members attended the 
international meeting in New York 
in June 2012. � rough many meet-
ings, we worked on answering the 
questions about the migrant work-
ers in Lebanon using the chart pre-
sented at the WDPIC as a spring-
board. We asked where the migrant 
workers came from, their gender, 
why they came, what they expected 
to � nd and � nally what they found. 
We then concentrated our research 

Middle East

in our midst, to be welcomed in the 

who is a domestic worker 
has started a support pro-
gram for other domestic 
workers. She conducts 
meetings sharing the 
good news and  provides 
a forum for the others 
to share their problems. 
She is in constant contact 
with NGOs that support 
the domestic workers in 
Lebanon as well as serv-
ing as a channel to legal 
assistance when that is 
called for.  One of her 
friends, a migrant worker 
from Sudan, also partic-
ipated as a reader.  Our 

Lebanon

Journal 2013.indd   44 11/4/2013   11:09:46 AM



45

Middle East
on the domestic workers in Leb-
anon.   Our research showed   us 
that, in Lebanon, we have around 
200.000 domestic migrant workers. 
Of those who are on contract,  21% 
are abused sexually, 31% are nev-
er allowed to leave the house, 80% 
do not have the right for a day o�  
and 88% of employers con� scate the 
helpers passport.

A� er  the data was recorded, we 
started to ask ourselves what we are 
doing as a group and individual-
ly to help and improve the lives of 
the many hundred 
domestic migrant 
workers in our coun-
try. We decided to 
work on a pamphlet 
relating facts about 
the lives of migrant 
workers with recom-
mendations for their 
proper treatment. We 
will distribute these 
in our churches in or-
der to trigger the dis-
cussion of the subject 
on a larger scale. Also 
we plan to hold meet-
ings with the wom-
en’s groups in our churches as an 
awareness campaign. Our donation 
this year is in line with our desire 
to help the migrant domestic work-
ers. It was discovered that many of 
the migrant domestic workers, who 
have children and live on their own, 
had put their children in substan-
dard kindergartens where the chil-
dren were tied to chairs during the 
day. Our members visited the place 
where the new kindergarten is be-
ing built. We invited the pastor in 
charge of the project to come to the 
worship service to talk about the 
project and the great need for these 

women to have a safe place for their 
children. Our committee has made 
a commitment to stay in contact 
with the project and provide volun-
teer help when needed.

� e Woman in Gray may be any of 
us who had to leave Lebanon during 
the war to � nd refuge far from home. 
At the same time, we are also in the 
light, feeling the warmth belonging 
to the circle of sisters and brothers 
in Christ. So we can see ourselves 
both as the foreigner, the stranger, 
and as someone who truly belongs 

in the circle of light and warmth. 

Palestine
We have learned that, though in 
principle France accepts immi-
grants, they still don’t have equal 
rights for all. � ough France is a 
pioneer in Democracy, as for us in 
Palestine, the land that always wel-
comed strangers, we, the indigenous 
people, are now treated as strang-
ers in our country with no human 
rights or political rights.

For the � rst time in the history of 
WDP Palestine, we welcomed three 

of the Messianic Jews who came 
from the coast area and attended 
the service wearing gray shawls and 
were the strangers among us. We 
also asked an Armenian refugee, 
whose displaced people were wel-
comed in Palestine at the beginning 
of the 20th century, to read the part 
of the migrant stories in the service. 
We asked a youth to read a special 
prayer from Jerusalem in English 
and Arabic. An excerpt from the 
prayer reads, “Jerusalem was to be-
come a city of love and peace that 
welcomes and enfolds all believers, 

visitors, and strang-
ers. But what has 
happened to this city 
of peace and love, 
when we, the original 
inhabitants who were 
born and raised here, 
are treated like un-
welcome strangers?”

� e WDP of Pales-
tine, along with other 
churches and NGOs, 
are involved in work-
ing for a just peace 
for all to prevail in 
this part of the world. 

We took part in writing the service 
that the WCC is going to use in Sept. 
2013. 

Tunisia
It was interesting to revisit the Bible 
readings that speak of what is a very 
current subject in our globalized 
world. � e artwork was, in a gener-
al sense, understood to be of some 
women seeking a sound compro-
mise between where they are com-
ing from and where they are going. 
� e Woman in Gray is still seeking 
to understand what she really wants 
and introduces hope in the process 

en’s groups in our churches as an in the circle of light and warmth. 

visitors, and strang-
ers. But what has 
happened to this city 
of peace and love, 
when we, the original 
inhabitants who were 
born and raised here, 
are treated like un-
welcome strangers?”

� e WDP of Pales-
tine, along with other 
churches and NGOs, 
are involved in work-
ing for a just peace 
for all to prevail in 
this part of the world. 

We took part in writing the service 

Palestine
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of getting to know people who want 
to help her. We are not set up to 
do ‘WDP’ activities aside from the 
annual service. � is has however 
fostered an 
ecumenical 
network of 
l i ke - m i n d -
ed women 
who call on 
each other 
throughout 
the year. But 
basically, our 
WDP com-
mittee works 
through the 
individual churches.

Turkey
All human beings are created by 
God; we are all his work of art. In 
this way, foreigners in our countries 

are not really foreigners but part of 
our family. We talked with the wom-
en and asked them to re� ect on the 
fact that we are all foreigners in this 

country. Within the Turkish com-
mittee, there are all Turks but of dif-
ferent ethnic origins.

We have a lot of refugees and poor 
migrants in our country. Turkey 

and di� erent groups within the so-
ciety help them. Especially at the 
moment, there are a lot of programs 
for the more than 300.000 Syrians 

who are in 
Turkey. In 
Turkey, there 
are less than 
0.5 % Chris-
tians within 
the popula-
tion. It is a 
challenge to 
bring them 
all togeth-
er, but this 
is one of the 

steps needed to strengthen the ecu-
menical � eld. In our committee we 
are doing exactly this.

who are in 
Turkey. In 
Turkey, there 
are less than 
0.5 % Chris-
tians within 
the popula-
tion. It is a 
challenge to 
bring them 
all togeth-
er, but this 
is one of the 

Turkey

Country Languages # Services Support given
Egypt Arabic 38 “Practical Love Ministry” which ministers to 

street children
Lebanon Arabic, Armenian, English, 

French, German
7 “Philemon Project” To build a kindergarten 

for children of migrant domestic workers in 
Beirut, and to an Armenian Church to help in 
their support of Syrian refugees.

Palestine Arabic, Byzantine, English, French, 
German

5 To two sta�  members at the Nazareth Hospital 
undergoing oncology treatment. Also to one 
of the host churches to help needy students, 
and for a woman in Gaza su� ering from a 
terminal disease.

Tunisia English, French 1 To the host church to bene� t the needy
Turkey German, Turkish 2 A Syrian Orthodox Foundation which helps 

Syrian migrants in Turkey.

Journal 2013.indd   46 11/4/2013   11:09:49 AM



47

Aotearoa/New Zealand
� ose who attended the service said 
a� erwards that they were much 
more conscious of the strangers in 
our own land, and more aware of 
the continuing need to make them 
welcome. Many said that they had 
not realized how multi-cultural our 
country has become, nor how nar-
row a life experience most of the at-
tending elderly have had by contrast. 
� ey are not too old to learn, and 
showed that clearly!  Many groups 
send their grateful 
thanks to the wom-
en of France for their 
lovely work of sharing 
and worship. 

Concerns were for our 
migrant farm work-
ers. � roughout the 
country, we are trying 
to make sure that they 
don’t have the worst 
level of labor or unfair 
working conditions. 
Some WDP members 
have joined together 
and are trying to battle 
against the practice of forced mar-
riages. 

Most responses around the country 
showed that New Zealanders of all 
cultures feel that they are the wom-
en in bright colors, reaching out 
to others. � e Woman in Gray has 
come from another culture, whether 
alone or in a family group, and she 
is unsure of her transition to New 
Zealand culture. Perhaps she had 
thought before coming here that be-
cause we speak English, we would 
be like the Australians or British or 
South Africans or Canadians. But 
each country is deeply di� erent, and 

despite the instinct to hold on to 
one’s familiar pattern, it is essential 
to begin a new life. We need to be 
understanding and empathize with 
them as we also have probably o� en 
felt like strangers in varying circum-
stances.

We inserted into the program a 
prayer for New Zealand. � is prayer 
was intended to underline how 
much welcoming the stranger is like 
the love and compassion of Jesus. To 

welcome the stranger into what was 
once believed to be ours only, and 
which is now is shared.

Australia
� e women of France reminded us 
that this is not an issue con� ned to 
one place. In Australia, it is a huge 
issue as political debate continues 
over the large number of refugees 
seeking asylum by coming here in 
un-seaworthy vessels and the enor-
mous costs involved in rescuing 
and housing these poor people. In 
many places migrant women were 
asked to read some of the parts or 

indeed be the speaker because Aus-
tralia also has a long history of peo-
ple coming here to build a new life, 
especially from Europe.

Cook Islands
� e theme of welcoming the strang-
er was very relevant to us here in the 
Cook Islands. We are a people who 
welcome strangers readily, but we 
realize that there are risks as well. 
We get a lot of tourists who come to 
our islands and there are those who 

would take our hospi-
tality for granted. One 
woman who attended 
the worship service 
shared about a time 
that she and her hus-
band returned home 
to � nd a tourist pitch-
ing his tent on a very 
muddy and uncom-
fortable piece of land. 
When they saw this, 
she went and told this 
tourist to pack up and 
come with them. � ey 
took him home of-
fered him a room and 

told him if he wanted he could pitch 
his tent on their lawn at their house. 
� ey treated him as one of their own 
children. � is happened just before 
the day of prayer. When he le� , the 
whole family went to the airport to 
bid him farewell. He still keeps in 
contact with the family. 

At the moment, we are facing an 
economic crisis and we are � nding 
that our people are moving to where 
the greener pastures are and have 
le�  home. Some go for higher ed-
ucation to New Zealand, Australia 
and afar. � ere are some who come 
back home and settle, but very few. 

Pacific

� ey are not too old to learn, and 
showed that clearly!  Many groups 
send their grateful 
thanks to the wom-
en of France for their 
lovely work of sharing 

Concerns were for our 
migrant farm work-
ers. � roughout the 
country, we are trying 
to make sure that they 
don’t have the worst 
level of labor or unfair 
working conditions. 
Some WDP members 
have joined together 
and are trying to battle 
against the practice of forced mar-

the love and compassion of Jesus. To 

welcome the stranger into what was 

We get a lot of tourists who come to 
our islands and there are those who 

would take our hospi-
tality for granted. One 
woman who attended 
the worship service 
shared about a time 
that she and her hus-
band returned home 
to � nd a tourist pitch-
ing his tent on a very 
muddy and uncom-
fortable piece of land. 
When they saw this, 
she went and told this 
tourist to pack up and 
come with them. � ey 
took him home of-
fered him a room and 

told him if he wanted he could pitch 
his tent on their lawn at their house. 

Aotearoa/New Zealand
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Sometimes when children move to 
study overseas, either the mother or 
the father goes with them leaving 
family behind. � is can make things 
harder for grandparents, aunties, 
and uncles. Very recently, a lot of 
families have become separated be-
cause the mother and father have 
split up. � is is a very sad issue as 
it a� ects the whole family, especially 
the children. Most families get the 
support of their extended families. 
We are very lucky here that wom-
en get access to free health services. 
If they are transferred for overseas 
treatment in an 
emergency case, 
the family is asked 
to contribute to-
wards the expens-
es.

Most of the good 
work that wom-
en do is unrecog-
nized and this has 
been highlighted 
in the art work. � e 
Woman in Gray, 
for us, represents 
someone who is 
very depressed 
and needing support. Most women 
in the Cook Islands would gather 
around and help her to look ahead 
and see the bright side of life. � e 
worst scenario is being separated 
from a husband either by divorce or 
death. Just recently my sister lost her 
husband and she is devastated and 
has lost hope. Our church wom-
en’s group comes to visit her daily 
and gives her the support through 
prayer and just talking. She has 
slowly built up her strength, but she 
has not gotten out yet to do things 
that she used to do. � ere are quite a 
few women who are going through 

this type of transition, but luckily 
we have women’s groups established 
in our churches. � is is a great help 
for families and women who go 
through this scenario in life. � is is 
what we call Woman in Gray.

All denominations on each island 
gathered together in one church 
to celebrate the WWDP and wor-
ship together. One highlight of the 
celebration was that the children 
were part of the celebration and one 
church youth group did a liturgical 
dance. � is was the � rst time that 
these two groups were involved in 

the WWDP celebration.

Marshall Islands
� e theme of 2013 was inspiring to 
so many women who attended the 
service. � ere were over a thousand 
women who gathered at the Cath-
olic Church, in the capital city of 
Majuro Atoll, on the eve of March 
1, 2013. Women and girls from all 
over the island were at the church. 
To stay true to the theme, women 
who hail from di� erent countries; 
Philippines, Fiji, the Federated State 
of Micronesia, and the Republic of 
Kiribati; were given special plac-

es at the front of the church. Each 
woman was greeted at the door of 
the church, given a hug, and then 
were escorted one by one to their 
seats. A� er they were seated, the 
narrator introduced them and asked 
them to share a short response. � is 
was a very special moment for ev-
ery one of the women as their sto-
ries of being welcomed were told. 
Many of them had tears in their eyes 
which made the congregation tear 
up as well. Many had joined their 
husbands in the Marshall Islands. 
To live in a new country with a new 

culture is not easy, 
but they felt the 
love and kindness 
of the people in this 
country. Some of 
these women had 
not joined a church 
since moving to the 
Marshall Islands, 
but a� er the WDP 
service, and the 
welcome they re-
ceived, they have 
joined the church 
in their area as reg-
ular members.

We also invited each of the church-
es, that attended, to bring a di� erent 
colored scarf which were placed on a 
stand at the front of the church in an 
e� ort to signify the unity of Chris-
tian women in the face of our Lord. 
No matter what nationality and 
color of the skin, we are all one in 
Christ. We are expected to welcome 
whoever comes to our country and 
live a peaceful life as Christ lived.

In the past, we have tried to use the 
music that the WDP has sent us, but 
because we do not have a pianist or 
organist in our country, we usually 
use the hymns that everyone knows. 

culture is not easy, 
but they felt the 
love and kindness 
of the people in this 
country. Some of 
these women had 
not joined a church 
since moving to the 
Marshall Islands, 
but a� er the WDP 
service, and the 
welcome they re-
ceived, they have 
joined the church 
in their area as reg-
ular members.

Marshall Islands
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When hundreds of women sing a 
hymn together it makes the whole 
church shake! � is is how we praise 
God with songs of praise. 

New Caledonia
� anks to the sisters of France for 
the development of the theme. 
Given the multiculturalism of our 
population and its legacy of colo-
nial history, this theme touched us 
strongly. From the Island of Lifou, 
we heard that the stranger is called 
“Trenyiwa”, which means the 
stranger belongs to the God 
of the Island. Within the Mel-
anesian culture of welcome, 
which is criticized by the co-
lonial culture, the stranger is 
welcomed by the leaders of 
the island before he or she ar-
rives to the Gospel. 

� e Bible study called the 
church to defend the dignity 
of the oppressed, but also the 
oppressors and the ethnic mi-
norities in the country. � is 
re� ection developed into the 
idea of “victims of history,” 
which permeated the idea that 
everybody should build a life 
of togetherness, a community 
of destiny. As a French terri-
tory, we are concerned about 
discrimination and the consequenc-
es of globalization. We join others 
NGOs, Churches and associations 
in the same concern and struggle. 
Our prayers in the celebration went 
out to ask God to help us build this 
project of togetherness in our coun-
try. We prayed that God would help 
the women from di� erent cultures, 
religions and social status to bring 
our country together. � eologically 
speaking, make the enemies of yes-
terday into the friends of today. For 
each existential challenge, live it as a 

missiological one.

Niue Island
Jesus tells us “Just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to 
me”. � ese are strong and important 
words from our Lord found in Mat-
thew 25:40. All human beings can 
hear the call to live in true humanity 
on earth. We believe we should be 
judged fairly, shown mercy and to 
act. To serve is to give.  Prayerful-

ness leads to the path of Solidarity 
for all God’s children. 

We held our Bible study on the 20th 
of February and our Facilitator, Rev. 
Hariesa Faitala, took us through the 
study. We started with the ribbon 
program, something we learned 
from the WDP meeting in New 
York in 2012. � e women really en-
joyed because it was something new. 

We also shared the information 
about the theme and how we see it 
happening in our community. We in 

Niue welcome strangers to our com-
munity, foremost we greet them in 
our language “Fakaalofa atu.” Shak-
ing a hand or giving a kiss on the 
check are two ways that are import-
ant in our culture when we greet our 
friends. We also o� er food, water, or 
coconut to them. For friends from 
overseas, we give gi� s to take back 
with them, � is way, they will have 
a tangible memory of our beautiful 
island, Niue, and the people they 
met. We are friendly people and we 

like to keep it that way when 
people are visiting. 

In our sharing we came up 
with a lot of views:  we should 
accept strangers to our com-
munity, we can learn from 
them and they can learn from 
us and we should visit those 
who are poor and sick. � is is 
the Christian way of looking 
a� er our people. Action is the 
result of faith. We Christians 
have to � nd the right way to 
act and to serve our neighbor, 
the weaker one, with the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit. 

Our people have migrated 
to other countries for di� er-
ent reasons. In our hearts we 
will always return to our true 

home because there are no oth-
er places or homes like our home; 
the place where we were educated 
and grew up. Many have migrated 
to other countries, and now people 
are slowing returning to Niue to 
live and work. We praise and thank 
you God for giving us this beautiful 
place to live and making it our home 
for God’s children.

� e Woman in Gray is believed to be 
the stranger. Her story is emotional, 
telling us that we are all strangers 
and foreigners on this earth, she is 

“...everybody should 
build a life of to-
getherness, a com-
munity of destiny.”

 ~ New Caledonia

“Fakaalofa atu.”
~ Niue Island
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hesitantly approaching a group or 
someone, and she is anonymous, 
invisible. We are God’s children, We 
have to open our heart to those who 
are strangers to our community. We 
have to love and care for each other, 
because that’s what Christians do. 
She is also known as the least among 
us, the one who can be overlooked, 
who can be made invisible.  

Samoa
We hardly ever receive migrant 
women in our country of Samoa; 
or in the Paci� c Islands in general. 
It is a small place. Even our people 
migrate to oth-
er countries for 
better economic, 
health, and edu-
cational oppor-
tunities. We used 
the artwork as 
inspiration for 
the production of 
our service. One 
woman “played” 
the Woman in 
Gray, the strang-
er, with a grey 
scarf tied around 
her. She walked 
from the back of the church to the 
front, while the � ve other wom-
en walked from the corners to the 
front. When all reached each other, 
they welcomed the stranger among 
them warmly. 

In the development of the program, 
we discussed key trends in migra-
tion; the “push and pull” factors. 
People migrate and move around 
for better environment, economy, 
and for personal reasons. In the Pa-
ci� c Region and in Samoa speci� -
cally, there are no push factors from 
politics as there may be in other ar-

eas of the world. It seems that many 
of our people migrate for reasons of 
economy and education.

In our service, we talked about more 
Biblical examples of the theme, such 
as the story of Abraham welcoming 
the three angels who brought good 
news for Sarah, that she would bear 
a child in the following year. It’s the 
spirit of welcoming the unknown 
and treating them kindly that is the 
Biblical call. � is is similar to the Sa-
moan culture. � e hospitality of the 
people is their pride. We welcome 
people with good hospitality. We be-

lieve that our culture and Christian-
ity work together and relate to each 
other through our hospitality.

Tuvalu
� ere was a wonderful turnout for 
this years’ service with more than 
100 participants. � is turnout was 
due in large part to advertising and 
face to face e� orts. � ese included 
radio program, and face to face invi-
tation, the theme, “I Was a Stranger 
and You Welcomed Me” reminded 
us to have respect for who welcomes/
does not welcome us as a stranger. 

We were moved by the voices of 
migrant women who shared their 
experiences as strangers in the land 
of France. � is is because, in Tuva-
lu, welcoming a stranger is not a big 
problem. One of the older women 
in the congregation theologized the 
migration stories of the women by 
relating the stories of the migrants 
in France to our context of Chris-
tians on our individual pilgrimage 
and how God always welcomes us.

Vanuatu
Women who attended the Worship 
at the cathedral were amazed to see 

how the com-
mittee walked in 
with liquids in 
their hands the 
same colors as 
the scarves they 
wore. � ey were 
placed on the ta-
ble near the Bible 
and the candle. 
� e woman who 
had red scarf 
came with red 
juice; the woman 
had green scarf 
came with green 

juice; the woman with yellow scarf 
came with yellow juice; the woman 
with white scarf came with milk; the 
woman with black scarf came with 
soda and the woman with gray scarf 
came with water. � ese drinks were 
then served a� er the Service. 

Leading up to March 1st in Port Vila, 
I -  as VCC Women’s Desk Coordi-
nator - had an hour long Interview 
on our National Radio, on the “Talk 
Back Show Program.” During the 30 
Minutes interview, I tried to bring 
awareness about the theme and the 
opportunity given to learn about 

from the back of the church to the 

how the com-
mittee walked in 
with liquids in 
their hands the 
same colors as 
the scarves they 
wore. � ey were 
placed on the ta-
ble near the Bible 
and the candle. 
� e woman who 
had red scarf 
came with red 
juice; the woman 
had green scarf 
came with green 

juice; the woman with yellow scarf 

Tuvalu
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other countries like France, and the 
challenges that women have. 

We learned, through the service, 
that women in France are friendly 
and are willing to help other sisters 
from other countries; but even so, 
there are border control require-
ments and immigration require-
ments that need to be considered. 
It is not as simple as welcoming a 
stranger without legal documents if 
they are foreigners. But the message 
we took from this is to encourage 
us women to practice welcoming as 
an act of charity and love to our sis-
ters who are not from our countries, 
provinces, towns, or communities 

so that they feel welcome. � e � rst 
love should be given to our family at 
home, and a� erwards, we can move 
further into the world and have this 
love spread out to sisters who are 
in need. It is not only the strangers 
that we should welcome; we can also 
welcome our friends and God in our 
life.

In our country, when a woman is 
marrying someone from the other 
communities, the � rst thing done is 
to give her an adopted family. � e 
family will welcome her as one of 
their daughters. To o� er her a home 
and a family that will look a� er her 
and stand for her during any hard 

times is something that is very im-
portant. 

Members of National WDP Com-
mittee are Women Leaders in each 
church. In 2012, the Port Vila In-
ter-Church Women Fellowship, 
under the coordination of the VCC 
women Desk, organized an Out-
reach Tour to New Caledonia. Our 
� eme was “Let Your Faith Shine.” 
We had a group of 44 Sisters and 3 
youths (boys) on the tour. We then 
invited our sisters from New Cale-
donia to visit us in 2014. We were all 
blessed to be together and worship 
the Lord. 

Country Languages # Services Support given
Aotearoa/New 
Zealand

English, French, Maori, Niuean, 
Samoan, Tongan

235 Christian World Service for their work in the 
Sahel region of West Africa, ECPAT which is 
a project in N.Z. to end child sexual exploita-
tion, Hospital chaplaincy support, � e Bible 
Society

Australia 1195 Bible society of Australia and France, Spe-
ci� c projects including Red Cross, Scripture 
Union, Christian radio, etc.

Cook Islands Cook Island Maori 11 Local WDP expenses
Marshall Islands Marshallese 6 Disaster Committee to help with the impact of 

the drought in the North part of the Islands; to 
families that were a� ected by the waves on the 
shores of Majuro, the capital city.

New Caledonia Drehu, French, Laii, Nengune 4 Local projects that help families in need do to 
natural disasters and other problems

Niue Island Niuvean 13 Local WDP expenses
Samoa Samoan 3000 Local WDP expenses and local projects
Tuvalu Tuvaluan 1 Local WDP expenses
Vanuatu Bislama 7 Local WDP expenses
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Around 

the 
World

 Hong Kong Hong Kong Hong Kong Hong Kong Hong Kong Hong Kong

 Philippines Philippines Philippines Philippines Philippines Philippines

 Zambia Zambia Zambia

 Guyana Guyana Guyana Guyana Guyana Guyana Canada

 Gabon Gabon Gabon

 Germany Germany Germany Germany Germany Germany  Luxembourg Luxembourg Luxembourg Luxembourg Luxembourg Luxembourg

 Palestine Palestine Palestine Chile Chile Chile  Mexico Mexico Mexico

 Turkey  Turkey  Turkey  Turkey  Turkey  Turkey  Marshall Islands Marshall Islands Marshall Islands  Tuvalu Tuvalu Tuvalu
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� e following are reports that were 
not included in last year’s Journal 
for various reasons. We apologize to 
these committees for our oversight. 
� e primary Bible text for 2012 was 
Luke 18:1-8.

Brazil
We learned about the joys and 
problems that women face in 
Malaysia. In Brazil, we also have 
women that struggle for justice. 
We remembered Maria da Penha, 
a woman who was severely and 
repeatedly assaulted by her husband 
to the point that she ended up 
physically disabled. In honor of her 
struggle, the law that criminalizes 
domestic violence against women 
was given her name.

� ere are also women who su� er 
racial and social discrimination in 
our context. Women do not have 
equal pay and still have to balance 
their domestic time with their 
professional job.

We realized that we need to be on 
the side of women searching for 
justice and that we, like widow of the 
parable, need to persevere.  We can 
be neighbors to others in developing 
ways to support women when they 
are discriminated against. � ere are 
women who need support to care 
for their disabled children, or those 
who feel alone a� er a divorce.

Cuba
� e courage and audacity to � ght 
against discrimination displayed in 
this service impacted us in Cuba. We 
learned that we can’t be indi� erent 
to an unjust system. � e Malaysian 
women knew how to bring the WDP 

motto ‘informed prayer, prayerful 
action into reality. 

� e parable helped us see how the 
Bible emphasizes the care for the 
most vulnerable in the population, 
the one who deserves help and 
attention. At the same time, we 
understood the importance of 
persevering in prayer.

� e story of Irene Fernandez was 
very touching. It inspired us to 
take active roles in times that we 
are victims of injustice or when 
we witness injustice. Even though 
in Cuba we do not have the same 
situation of Irene’s story, but we have 
other situations of injustice against 
women. We need to be courageous 
to bring them to light and overcome 
them.

We learned also that we should 
be good neighbors able to serve 
and ready to help in terms of 
material or spiritual needs. May 
our actions be the words of our 
mouths. � e celebration created 
an educational environment with 
touching moments of inspiration 
and information

Panama
Justice: We learned that it is 
necessary for all nations, for all 
people, to have the opportunity to 
express their rights. 

We expressed that each of us can take 
action in our response to injustice 
and we each have the courage needed 
to stand up for justice. We can all 
use prayer, love, and determination 
in our steadfast cry for a just society. 
As an example we used the issue 
of people not being able to get the 
proper medical attention in our own 

local clinics. We used Psalm: 82 to 
support the lesson showing us that, 
regardless of the situation we are in, 
God is in control. � at the weak will 
be made strong and those who are 
indi� erent to the su� ering of others 
will eventually see the errors of their 
ways  because God is the conscience 
of the o� enders.

� e response was heartwarming 
from the ecumenical congregation 
of men, women, and children. 
Everyone showed a great amount of 
interest. 

Switzerland
We learned that you have to � ght for 
your rights even if it seems nearly 
impossible to succeed. You have to 
get together to be strong. 

We as a committee try to be present 
in the media of the di� erent 
churches. Every year in December/
January we send folders with our 
media text and our publications for 
the year to the media outlets and we  
give interviews from time to time 
for the radio

It was a very good liturgy which 
everybody appreciated very much. 
Especially the picture with the tree 
women.

We always have a theologian who 
gives us ideas how the women can 
immerse themselves in the Bible 
text by workshops practically. It 
is the base for the meditation. 
We write it down in our “WDP 
Information-magazine” so that the 
women all around Switzerland can 
do it themselves. � e Bible study 
is the heart of the liturgy and very 
important. 

Additional 2012 Reports
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Every year, I try to see at least 
one of the movies presented 

at the Human Rights Watch Film 
Festival in New York City. � is 
year, together with my husband, 
we chose to see a movie that we 
felt connected to our lives.  We saw 
the movie “Undocumented” by 
Marco Williams. We knew it was 
about migrants in the USA - we 
are migrants in the USA - and the 
story is based in Tucson, Arizona – 
where our son currently lives - and 
migration was the focus of World 
Day of Prayer’s 2013 worship. I 
personally thought that it was a 
continuity of the spirit of informed 
prayer and prayerful action that 
links us together. 

“Undocumented” is the story of 
a young man from Mexico who 
migrated to the USA to search 
for his father; a father who had 
le�  the family behind with the 

promise that with a job in 
the USA he would be able 
to better provide for his 
family. However, the father 
vanished in the Sonoran 
Desert in Southern Arizona, 
and the family never heard 
from him again. � e young 
man knew that the search 
for his father included the 
possibility of � nding his 
dead body, but his search 
went on.  � e movie takes 
us to the Sonoran Desert 
to follow the Border Patrol 
Search and Rescue agents, 
the Pima County Medical 
Examiner, Mexican 
Consulate of Tucson, and 
other Mexican families.  
� e viewer is confronted 
by the unidenti� ed 
dead bodies of people 

who perished trying to cross an 
unforgivable terrain. � e Medical 
Examiner’s job is to investigate how 
people died while crossing the desert 
border and attempt to discover who 
they are in e� orts to reunite the 
deceased with their families. Just 
this situation alone is immensely 
shocking. However, in the movie, 
the American doctor speaks to the 
relation between the increasing 
restrictions at the borders, which 
make people look for harder routes 
to cross, and the raising death toll .

How many more have to die for 
a change in policy that provides 
welcome? At the time I was writing 
this text, a boat with an estimated 
500 people from Eritrea and Somalia 
sunk o�  the Island o�  Lampedusa, 
Italy. Just 155 survived the journey 
of 13 days before the tragic end, 
and so far 231 bodies have been 

recovered from the water. I saw in 
my mind Ezekiel’s prophetic image 
of the valley of the dry bones versus 
the colorful image of the 2013 
artwork; out of the dull gray into 
the warm colors…welcoming the 
strangers into our midst.

The concern about the situation 
of migrants is part of the 

historical roots of World Day of 
Prayer. As quoted in the Come 
and Rejoice 1887-1987 Centennial 
Celebration program, Mary Ellen 
James, president of the Women’s 
Board of Home Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church USA, looked 
around and realized that “countless 
thousands of immigrants from 
Europe and the Orient were coming 
to the United States for political 
freedom and economic opportunity, 
to have their dreams crushed under 
squalid living conditions, meager 
work and prejudice.” 

More recently, WDP addressed the 
pandemic of HIV and AIDS and 
human tra�  cking. In the process 
of educating ourselves we came to 
the understanding that poverty, lack 
of access to education, and gender 
inequality can lead women to be 
trapped into the global networks 
of tra�  cking. In 2013, we learned 
that in the present global economy 
women comprise almost half of the 
214 million international migrants. 
Each of these social concerns 
weaves into the other. In the 2013 
worship service we learned how 
migrants can be trapped into the sex 
tra�  cking industry or modern day 
slavery. But we also realized how 
our communities can be enriched 
by diversity and empowered by the 
human dignity of the migrant or 
refugee population. 

Message from the Executive Director
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Message from the ED
As women of faith we are and 
will continue to be engaged in 
welcoming the stranger. � e Bible 
is full of stories that can help us to 
go deeper in our understanding and 
witness. Many of the committees 
invited migrants, refugees, or 
students to tell their migration story 
during their worship services. � e 
exercise of listening opened our 
eyes to see beyond the individual 
story and helped us to grasp the 
systems and policies that make the 
stories of violence, injustice, and 
discrimination so similar, even 
though they took place in opposite 
parts of the world. Each story moves 
the spiral of justice. 

In moving this spiral of justice, we 
are glad to share with you another 

step of the partnership between 
United Methodist Women and 
World Day of Prayer International 
Committee.  Drawing upon writers 
from both of our networks, UMW 
and WDPIC invited re� ections 
on migration from the faith 
perspective in an e� ort to show how 
women face migration at the local 
level. Why women are migrating 
and to where? How the Christian 
faith speaks to global migration 
policy? Where migrant women 
� nd solidarity in the communities 
of faith? � e ecumenical series of 
Biblical re� ections is available on 
the WDPIC website (http://www.
worlddayofprayer.net/action.php), 
and the e-book Seeking Fullness of 
Life: Biblical Meditations on Women 
and Migration from Women around 
the Globe is available at http://
www.umwmissionresources.org/
static_pages/ebooks. � e e-book 
was launched in New York during 
the worship service that prepared 
the faith community to discuss 
international policies at United 

Nations High-Level Dialogue 
on Migration and Development 
(October 3-4th 2013) and the  
People’s Global Action for Migration, 
Development and Human Rights 
(September 30-October 4th 2013).

Seeking Fullness of Life tells women’s 
stories of migration. � e common 
thread is the power of solidarity at 
personal and political levels. It is the 
source of strength that helps women 
to come out of the su� ering of 
forced migration. Women re-create 
their dignity and overcome injustice 
when they glimpse the community 
that walks together with them. As 
Sister Moira McDowall said in both 
the celebration of WDP in Ireland, 
and in the Biblical series, “As I look 
into the face of someone other than 
me, I see, as if in a mirror, both my 
own re� ection and that of God. I do 
not become the other any more than 
the other becomes me, but in this 
two-way mirror the other and I both 
perceive our true identity: people 
called to relationship. (…) Being 
part of a community means learning 
to live with the dignity of di� erence 
in mutual love and respect, and a 
way of participation that develops 
everyone’s sense of belonging.” 

Together with Vivi Akakpo, the 
executive secretary of the All Africa 
Conference of Churches (AACC) 
Women and Migration Program in 
Lomé, Togo and a resource person 
for the WDPIC International 
Meeting in New York in 2012, 
we joined the United Methodist 
Women (UMW) and Global 
Ministries (GBGM) at the United 
Nations to call attention to the 
witness of the migrant community 
and to address the vulnerability that 
migrants, especially women and 
children, face. 

Re� ecting on the contributions of 
the faith communities, Vivi Akakpo 
says:
� e role of the Church and Christian 
movements is to be proactive in 
reading the signs of the times and to 
interpret them into programs for the 
good of people. For the 2013 WDP 
theme we were called to recognize 
the stranger among us and welcome 
him or her. It is a biblical mandate to 
welcome the stranger. � e world has 
become such a global village that we 
observe a lot of peoples’ movements, 
and the Church has become a migrant 
Church. By knowing the challenges 
facing the other, we can pray for 
the other, understand him/her, and 
accept him/her.

� e Nations of the world gathered in 
New York in a High Level Dialogue on 
Migration and Development because 
migration plays an important role 
in development and could no longer 
be overlooked. For a better impact 
and to allow all committees to grasp 
the complexity of migration and the 
acceptance of migrants – the stranger 
– the worldwide community of WDP 
will need to continue re� ecting on 
the di� erent aspects of migration. 
May this action yield a lot of fruits 
throughout the world in Jesus’ name.

Just stop for a minute and picture 
in your mind thousands of 

communities, millions of people, in a 
couple dozen languages, welcoming 
the stranger. How powerful this 
is! In reading the Journal, you 
might have noticed that the gesture 
of welcoming was not taken 
super� cially. It brought up existing 
tensions, xenophobia, and fears of 
the other or the unknown.  At the 
same time, this common gesture 
of worshiping together gave us the 
power to overcome a mindset of 
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suspicion against the other, expand our understanding of global migration, and plant the seeds of transformation. 
We, women around the world, faithfully learned with our sisters from France, and we tilted the culture from one of 
fear to one of welcome. From our prayers and deeds, we opened � rst ourselves and then our communities to view 
the other as God has created them. We embraced the strangers, the foreigners, the refugees, the migrant workers, 
the rural people, the indigenous, the lonely women, the undocumented workers, the youth, and the children.

As we turn to 2014, we set ourselves at the well to have a conversation, like the Samaritan woman, with Jesus – a 
woman without a name, yet who displays a strong presence.  In this conversation, they cross social, cultural, 

religious and gender borders encouraging us to do the same. I have heard that the Holy Spirit continues to amaze 
us. We are coming to Egypt at the right time. A grassroots people’s process which brought political changes to the 
country in 2011 has taken several di� erent turns in the following years that has increased insecurity, violence, 
and extremism in the country. Promises of dialogue were not kept, and according to WDP Egypt Committee, 
“economically, socially, and in every other sphere, Egypt slid down to such a low ebb, that on 30 June 2013 the 
whole country (backed by the Police and Army) rose in rebellion, deprived Dr Mursi of the Presidency, and 
installed Judge Adly Mansour as Interim President.” Despite the news of violence, burning of churches, increasing 
of Christian migration; the people are trying to bring life back to normal. According to our sisters in Egypt, up 
to this moment in which we are preparing this Journal, “the interim President and his Interim Government are 
following a road map carefully laid out by competent representatives of all the political parties, including women 
and young people, to culminate with proper Parliamentary elections in April 2014, and Presidential elections in 
June 2014.”

We pray that the “Streams in the Desert” which o� er living waters to alleviate the thirsty will empower the people 
of Egypt to dialogue across borders, promote social and economic justice, and establish peace and security for all. 

announcement
WDPIC wants to announce that the next International Meeting will be held in the year of 2017, and will be 
hosted by the WDP Brazil. All WDP National Committees will receive information ahead of time and will have 
the opportunity to register their delegates, submit suggestions of themes and writer countries, and participate in 
relevant decisions about the regional and the international movement.

We want to anticipate the announcement to help you engage your Committee in starting make plans and raise 
funds to cover your expenses for the event. Following our Guiding Principle that everybody has a gi�  to o� er and 
to receive, we want to encourage you to prayerfully consider donating to the Fund for Tomorrow.

� e Fund for Tomorrow provides opportunities for women of all nationalities and generations to attend the 
International Meeting. � e gi� s enable greater number of younger women to join WDP community to share their 
wisdom and to engage in leadership roles in the movement.

A great opportunity to donate for the Fund for Tomorrow is to honor a person that has being relevant to your 
community or region. To honor is a way to continue her legacy and invite others to the journey.
You can send your donation to your National Committee. If you send a short bio of the honoree, WDPIC will post 
it at the website. Please visit our website to read more about the Fund for Tomorrow
http://www.worlddayofprayer.net/foundForTomorrow.php
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anuncio

El CIDMO (Comité Internacional del Día Mundial de Oración) quiere anunciar que nuestro próximo Encuentro 
Internacional tendrá lugar en 2017 y su an� trión será el DMO de Brasil. Todos los comités nacionales van a recibir 
la información pertinente con su� ciente tiempo de anticipación y van a tener la oportunidad de inscribir a sus 
delegadas, presentar sus sugerencias de temas y países para elaborarlos, y de esa manera podrán compartir las 
decisiones importantes para la marcha del movimiento a nivel regional e internacional.
Ya estamos haciendo este anuncio ahora, para que ustedes animen a sus comités a comenzar con sus planes e ideas 
para buscar fondos para los gastos que necesitan para participar en este evento. En el espíritu de nuestro principio 
conductor de que cada persona tiene sus dones para ofrecer y para recibir, queremos alentarlas a considerar una 
donación para el Fondo para Mañana.

El Fondo para Mañana les proporciona a mujeres de todas las nacionalidades y generaciones la posibilidad de 
asistir al Encuentro Internacional. Las donaciones que ustedes hagan les darán  a un mayor número de mujeres 
jóvenes la posibilidad de integrarse a la comunidad de DMO, a compartir su sabiduría y a comprometerse en roles 
de liderazgo. 

Otra razón importante para hacer donaciones al Fondo para Mañana es la de honrar a una mujer que ha sido 
importante en la propia región o comunidad. Una forma de honrarla es la de continuar en el espíritu de su legado, 
invitando a otras personas a unirse a su recuerdo.
Las donaciones se entregan a los comités nacionales. Éstos se comunican con la o� cina del CIDMO que se encargará 
de que el nombre, la foto y una breve reseña de la persona honrada se publiquen en nuestro sitio en internet.
Por favor, vayan al sitio del CIDMO y entérense de lo que contiene.
http://www.worlddayofprayer.net/foundForTomorrow.php 

annonce
La prochaine rencontre mondiale de la JMP aura lieu en 2017. Elle se déroulera au Brésil. Tous les Comités JMP 
recevront les informations en temps et en heure. Ils auront ainsi la possibilité d’inscrire leurs délégués, de soumettre 
leurs propositions de thèmes et de pays rédacteurs. Ils pourront participer à la prise de décisions cohérentes pour 
le mouvement au niveau international et régional.

Cette annonce a pour but d’encourager votre Comité à ré� échir à sa participation et à rechercher des solutions 
de � nancement. En accord avec notre principe « chacune a la possibilité de donner et de recevoir », nous vous 
encourageons à faire un don pour «L’o� rande de demain », fonds de solidarité internationale.

Ce fonds o� re l’opportunité à des femmes de toutes nationalités et de tous âges d’être présentes à ces rencontres 
internationales. Le don que vous faites permet d’inviter un plus grand nombre de femmes parmi les plus jeunes à 
rejoindre la Communauté de la JMP, partager ainsi leur sagesse et prendre des responsabilités dans le mouvement.
Une autre raison de participer à «L’o� rande de demain » est d’honorer une femme importante pour votre région 
ou votre Communauté. Cette manière de l’honorer prolonge ainsi son témoignage et son engagement, invitant 
d’autres à se joindre à l’aventure JMP.

Vous pouvez adresser votre don à votre Comité national. En envoyant une courte biographie de la femme que vous 
désirez honorer, celle-ci sera publiée sur notre site web. Ne manquez pas de le visiter pour en apprendre d’avantage 
sur «L’o� rande de demain » !
http://www.worlddayofprayer.net/foundForTomorrow.php
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Egypt: A place where history fl ows across every location like the Nile 
River fl ows through its land.  A place where history speaks to us call-
ing us to remember our past. Egypt has been both a place of exile 
and a place of refuge. It is a place where streams fl ow through desert 
lands bringing with them the fertile nutrients needed for plants, trees, 
and all forms of life to fl ourish. However these streams are not only 
the physical rivers that we can dip our feet into. In the 2014 service 
we are invited to seek the streams of living water which Jesus offers.

We come to sit by a well in Samaria where a woman will meet Jesus and, 
in meeting him, will meet God.  It was at this well that she was offered the 
life giving waters that became “in her a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life.” It is in her meeting that we too are offered this living water.  Come, 
let us dive into those waters and see what may come of our encounter

We are invited to think about our own lives and where we recognize 
streams in our own deserts; places and moments where God is active-
ly at work. To refl ect on times when we, like the Samaritan woman, 
have gone to the well looking for one thing and then discovered Christ 
offering us what we never expected. We will come not only to learn 
what this spring of living water is, but how we can, like the Samaritan 
woman, carry it back to our communities. To see the transformation that 
can happen when we share our stories of encountering the living God.
So  come, drink your fi ll of the waters that God has to offer.

“We no longer believe just because of what you said; 
now we have heard for ourselves...” 

The Bahamas is a place of beauty. The beautiful colors gifted by nature 
are refl ected in the worship service and the artwork. The islands give 
voice to the people of The Bahamas who invite the world to “come and 
be washed in God’s ever-fl owing ocean of grace: to bask in the iridescent 
light of Christ’s love, and to be embraced by [God’s] Holy Spirit with the 
cooling trade-winds of transformation.” 

Radical love is the theme that weaves together all the components of the 
worship resources. They eloquently tell us that Jesus is God’s presence 
of radical love in the world. Following Jesus’ example of washing his 
disciple’s feet, we are asked to continue the gesture of love in The Ba-
hamas and in our own communities. That is how the spiral of informed 
prayer and prayerful action moves around the globe.

As we listen to our Bahamian sisters throughout the worship service, 
we realize that transformation is seen when a teen mother does not feel 
alone as she fi nds support to continue her education and to raise her 
child, when a breast cancer survivor or people living with HIV and AIDS 
fi nd strength to live out their journey, and when the chains of oppression 
and enslavement are broken. Also, let’s not forget the call for responsi-
ble stewardship of God’s creation shared by all; whether it is those who 
step in the pink sand or swim in turquoise water of the archipelago, or 
those who enjoy whatever natural beauty has been gifted by God to your 
corner of the world.

Jesus said to them “Do You Know What I Have Done to You?”

Streams In the Desert Jesus said to them, 
“Do you know what I have done to you?”
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